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for I am conſcious to my ſelf, that 
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An Account of the 


has left behind her, it was judg'd ne- 


ceſſary to add an Account of her 


* Liſe; and Character - not fo much to 
inform the preſent Age, to which ſhe 
was ſo well known, that her Loſs is 


as much lamented, as that of any one 
in the Station, ſhe was in, was ever 
obſerved. to be; but that ſhe may 
be a ſtanding Pattern to Poſterity, 


who may ſee in her Life, and Cha- 


racter, a juſt Repreſentation of a good 
Chriſtian, adorned with the moſt e- 
minent Virtues, and Graces of the 


4 


This is a Task indeed, which I was 
very much afraid to undertake, and 
would rather have left it to a far 
better Hand: But it being put up- 
on me „ whom I could not 
ons who knew my Acquaintance 
with; her in a- Friendſhip of many 
ears; I have drawn up this follow- 
ing ſhort Account: Short IJ may ſay, 


I have repreſented her but imperfect- 
ly. However, I can truly affirm, that 
it contains nothing but what I have 
gathered from my own Obſervation, 
and from the beſt Inquiries, I could 
make, of thoſe, that knew her well 
and who were equally concernel 
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Liſe of the ale 
with my ſelf, to have nothing faid - 
of her, but what might be ful de. 
pended upon, and be rather * ; 
than beyond the Truth. 

She was Born the 87h of Medes 
het: in the Year 1661. being the Eld- 
eſt Daughter of Sir Richard Blake, | 
Knight, the fifth Son of Thomas Blake, 
of Earontoun in the County of S auh 
ampton, Eſq; of an eminent Family, 
and of Elizabeth the Daughter of Dr. 
Bachurſt, a Phyſician in London, one 
of eminent Piety, and of the moſt 
conſiderable Men of his N in 
his time, _ 

At Eleven Years old ſhe. 
to have a true Senſe of Religion, ar} 
read with great Application the Books, 
that were put into her Hands; but 
was not quite ſatisfied with them, 
aſpiring aſter more ſolid and ſubli⸗ 
mer Notions, than what ſhe found 
in them: On this account it was that 
more than ordinary Care was taken f 
to maße her - think meanly of her 
ſelf, ſhe” being bred up in the great- = 4 
5 Ea privacy poſſible. 1 
= Ara little more than Seventeen N 
Years of Age ſhe was Married to: 4 
Robert Berkely of Spetchly in the Coun- 42 
* of eee Eſq; Grandſon of Sir 


5 Revere Ge i 


* 
: * * 


5 * an 57 "Y . 

Robert Berbehh, that was 2 judge in 

| ws Charles the Firſt's time: Which 

procured + chiefly, by the means 

of 1 Apoſtolical Man Dr. Fell, 
late Lord Biſhop of Oxford, "who was 
that Young: r. at. s Guardian, 
and had taken the Care of his Edu- 

cation. That great Prelate, fo fa- 

mous for his 'Piety, and 8 


thought that the A ſſſiſt 


* Match was the mr Ser- 
vice he ever did him. 
When ſhe came into that Family, : 
ſhe found- this Gentleman's Mother 
a zealous: Papiſt, and a Woman of a 
* Life. This put her upon ta- 
2 eſpecial Care to ſtudy her own 
Religion in a larger Compaſs, in or- 
der to underſtand the Controverſies 
between our Church and the Church 
of Rome, that ſhe might be able to 
_ preſerve her Husband, and her ſelf; 
from the Artifices, and Inſinuations 
of the Popiſh Prieſts, and the Influ- 
ences. of his Mother, who had-great 
Intereſt in him. But yet, conſider- 
ing the particular turn of his Mind, 
and the great Deference, he had to 
his Mother, ſhe found "her ſelf obli- 
ed to be very tender, and careful, 
that he ad not be diſturbed with! 
OR unneceſſary 
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Lie of the Author. Vi 
unneceſſary Diſputes about Neli- 
gion, in which, and in her whole 
Management in this reſpect, there 
ee a Diſcretion admired by all, 
At the ſame time ſhe obliged her 
ſelf to a more than ordinary ſtrict- 
neſs, in all the Offices of Piety, and 
in her whole Conduct, that ſhe. 
might adorn” her own Profeſſion by 
a ſuitable Practice, conſtantly pgo- . 
erning her ſelf by the Rules of true * 
Religion, and of a ſevere Virtue; in- —_— 
ſtead of which in the Church of = 
Rome is too often found only the 0 
dutward ſhew, and appearance of JOY 
hem. And therefore living in the _ 
ountry where ſhe had much leiſure, - = 
e ſpent great part of her "time in _— 
Devotion and Reading : And when 3 
he would divert her ſelf with Work, - 
he had generally ſome Perſons to = 
ead to her : When her poor Neigh- "A. 
ours came to Viſit her, which be- 
g Encouraged by her, they often 
id, that ſhe might Inſtruct them a 1 
Without ſeeming to take too much be. 
10 pon her, ſhe would frequently read 
good Books to tlemn. 
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d loved 4 
an got: * i her; wn th how, 
on the account: of | 5 
in Religion, were likely'to to be 1 
6 Prezudieed againſt her. 
11 ee time, en che 
Fears of d Who began greatly to om 
_ creaſe; and Fell died, 


had great Tnfluencs ver Mr. B 
and viſited him once a Tear with till 
greater Satisfaction in the ha py Choice 
of a Wiſe, which he had made for 
him, to prevent his being wrought 
upon by his Relations, Sos a Time 
When they had might f hopes of their 


Religion bot ſettled here, ſhe pre- 
vailed with him to go to Holland, 
and Travelled with him over the 
Seventeen Pr ovinces; where, on the Ac 
count of his Relations, they met wit 
an unuſually kind reception in the 
Popiſh Provinces: Letters being 
ſent without their Knowled ge te 
Bruſſels, Ghent, Liege, and other conſi 
derable Places; recommending hel 
in a very particular manner, as one 
that had - ſhe been, as they call ij J 
of the Catholick Church, her Pie 
and Virtue were great enough f 
ar, her to the. wand of 
oe”: 


* n 
* 
"by o 
y 64 


Frlen ſhip of Per daz "of Hop 
Rank, an about the Time 


Revolution, then they  rethingd into 


e — 


ho Ne he n in 


in, increaſing continually in Know- 

bice — and good Works. She had ge- 
for i nerally had ſome Young Perſons; in 
ight MW her Family, whom ſhe Well impro | 
me ved both by her Inſtructions, and 4 
ample; ſo that there was quickly * 


Her Knowledge, and Virtue, made 


chef] her every Day more, and more ta- | 
eAc- ken notice. of in that Country. She con- 


the then Lord Biſhop of Wirceſter, | > 
who has left ſo great a Name be- 
hind him for His eminent Piety and 
Learning, Dr. Stillingfleet':, He to his 
Death continued in an high eſteem 
of her, and lias been . heard, 
upon ſeveral. Occaſions to ſay, that 
he knew not z more conſidera le Wo. „ 


the England, and Wi ent r ehe aun 1 


8% Courſe of Life, ſhe,was/at- 9 oe: M0 


viſible alteration made in them. 


tracted an intimate Friendſhip ,with  * 


* 


aS 


* ” 


M1 
An kom Poo 


ch, the preſent Lord Bi- 
Ford, who had always a 


tigh Value Pee it che Lhd: 
—_ of Worcefter, that now is, ha- 


à particular Relation to her, treat- 
ed er-always with ſuch a Reſpect, 
and expre ed his- Efteem 'of her on 
all Oocaſions in ſuch Terms, that her 


22 Humility, and Mod ity made 


aſhamed to receiv@it.. Thus ſhe 
continued to liwe with Mr. Berke- 


h till the Lear of our Lord 1693, 


when he died, and was Buried with 
his Anceſtors at Spetchly.  * © 


more Time, and Leiſure, ſo ſhe ap- 
; = it wholly to Devotion, to Read- 


„to As of Charity, and the Of. f 


8058 of Friendſhip; particularly, ſhe 
took upon her the Care of her late 
Husband's Proteſtant Relations, as if 
they Had been her own; and was in- 
deed a Mother to them all, as long 
as ſhe lived, ſhewing a great Con- 
cern for them, and Kindneſs to them, 


even at her Death. She was alſo ve- | 


ry kind, and ob liging to all the reſt of 
. bis Family Fs, | 


come, which ſhe managed with 


"RENT. wwel as with an hig a 
A 


* 
F * 


In her Widowhood, as the nad 


th 
- 2 


_ » +» She had es « a very end In Mc 


| 


2 7 tbe bd | 
>: of Charity; and was indeed 
—— at all other kind of Expences,” 
ut what went that way. 
While the. pics Foes at Spetihly, ſhe 


ept an Hoſpitable Table, to which | 


relcome. She paid true reſpect to 
joſe of them that were in Low 
ircumſtances, © heartily efteemi 
zem for the ſake ef their Functions an 
abours ; the” frequently made hen 


2 AW tet 


v2 
XI 


e Neighbouring Clergy were amor z 


eſents of the moſt uſeful Books, 
\ a to ſome ſhe generouſly lent Mo- 
Wy without requiring any Security, 
4 Fri only to be paid, when by 
„Providence of God, they miglit 
1. wa into more" cali e e 
f- : 
ne | She ſpent "I'S time in- Worktis 
> Ftbe Bifhop's Palace, with Biſho 
if reflect, and Mrs. Srilling fleet, wit 
n- om ſhe had a moſt particular 
ng endſhip, and at the Commanda- 
\n. Houſe of Robert Wilde, Eſq; who: - 
m, dk a particular Care of her, and 
ve. ber Concerns: For, hom, and. 
y 01 a whole. Family, ſhe had, as they 


3 Aſute of Eftoem, and Eren 
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ſhe had it much at her Heart to ſee 
that brought to perfection, as ſoon 


Was always very dear to her, and (hl 
had an high Value for the great In 
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ment of Debts, and Legacies : Anc 
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Mr. Rerkely ordering in his Will 
a great Sum of Money to be raiſ- 
ed out of his Eſtate, to Erect an 
Hoſpital at Worceſter for poor People, 


as was poſſible; and it pleaſed God 
to continue her Life, till ſhe ſaw it 
was ſettled. Beſides the Care 0 
this, ſhe took upon her ſeveral Char. 
ges in relation to his Affairs, more 
than the Law required, in the Pay 


here ſhe continued ſtill one eminent 
Inſtance of. Charity, to which ſhelf 
had engaged Mr. Berkel) in his Life 
time; which kind of Charity is now 
by the Bleſſing of God, ſpread al 
moſt» all over England, in * ſetting up 
Schools for the Inſtruction, and EI 
ducation of poor Children; which: 
ſhe afterward encreaſed to a muciiffi 

greater Number. 
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She ſpent a good part of her tim 


0 bY) 


Wife of Mr. - Juſtice Dormer, whdl 
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She had early an Inclination to 
employ; her Pen in ſeveral ſorts of 
Compoſition, which ſhe was thought 
by her Friends to do to ſo very 
good purpoſe, that it encouraged her 
o employ much of her time that: 
ay; and while ſhe was a Widow, 
ſne made the firſt Draught of the fol- 
lowing Book for her own, Uſe, only, 
onſiſting of ſuch Rules, and Directi- 
ns, as ſhe reſolyed to conduct her ſelf - 
y, and which indeed ben been. all 
long the Meaſure of her Practice. 
She continued a Widow near Seven 
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ne cars, and then was Married to the 5 

ife Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of 

elan; where ſhe found a Fami- 

al 3 fl of Children, we which ſhe treated, 

up ot with. a falſe Indulgence, nor with E 
0 unnatural Severity, but witu that a 


nic are, and true concern for their Educa- 
cl on, as if they had been her on; and 
aas indeed loved, and reſpecced by 
bem, as if ſhe had brought chem ig. 
d the World; of which the Biſhop 
as ſo ſenſible; that he had, by his 
Will chen made, left them entirely. 
t In nder her Care, and Authority, in 


tim 
thi 
whe | 


1 
15 


oslute a manner, that it has been 
ic eldom known, that ſo much was tru- 
Red even to the proper Mothers of 
4 N any ; 
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0 
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An Arcount of the 
any Children, And, the Biſhop judg- 
t; that he brought Bleſſing, 
and Hap pines enough into his Fami- 
Wy 8 biin ing her ſelf into it, deſi- 
her to ſecure all her own Eftate, 
= Income to her ſelf, with a Power 
to make ſuch a Will as the pleaſed ; to 
which he bound himſelf to conſent : 
So ſhe continued the Miſtreſs of all, 
that was her own, and allowed for her | 
own Entertainment that, which didi 
not exceed the Rate of a Boarding- 
Houſe, that ſo ſhe might the more 
abound in good Works; which the 
Biſhop readily accepted of, tho? he was 
willing, and often told her fo, that 
nothing at all ſhould be allowed upon 
that account; for ſhe had in her ſelf 
a Treaſure valuable beyond all Rich- 
es: And indeed the Biſhop was wil 
ling, that all the World ſhould ſee 
what a Value he ſet on ſo much tru 
Worth of the ſublimeſt fort, as bay 
found he poſſeſſed in Her. = 
| After this, ſhe extended her Chariſ | 
ty farther than ſhe had done before 
and indeed inſtead of giving a dou 
ble Tenth, or a fifth part of her 1 
come that way, which is the la diy 
Proportion that any have ſuggeſted, 
taken from che ** Conſtitution, 1 
wi 


ys pay yt pw ut AO 


LI e\ of\ the Author. xv 

very uncake- at taking f Fart 
. own Uſe. Sbe ſeldom. 
went beyond it, but was mudh-oftner 
within it; by Which means ſhe. was a?: 
ble to give many Sums away in Cha- 
ritable Uſes; and particularly the 
Number of Children taught at her ex · 


ou pence in and about Worceſter and 8 
5 isbury were above an Hundred. 

And now. ſhe grew into a more ge- 
a deral Acquaintance, and as contiüu- 


lly rifing higher in the Eſteem of the 
'S BW orld, as che was more known. She 
re ntred into F riendſhip with ſome Per- 
yy N Pns of the greateſt Quality, which 
Wade no other alteration in <2 20: than 
hal We increaſing her Zeal of doing more 
good, as her Intereſt was enlarged. The 
Ning rich in good Works was viſibly 


ic Wc greateſt Deſign of her whole __ 
will Id that. which ſhe "moſt of all de- 
ſeeſnted in. 


true f EN otwithſtanding ahe 3 | 
bauch a more general Acquaintance 
ee her, the ſpent as time, as 
ha could get to her ſelf, in Writing 
on Divine, and Moral 8 jects; aul 
s prevailed with to conſent to the 
ting of the firſt Edition of this Book 
nch, as well as the Second, —. 
5 her own com poſing without 
any 
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1 | FO 
This being much approved of 


by man K 'Tiends, ds, ſhe th hought ni 
ſhe coul make it more uſeful, by ad- . 
ding a great deal to it out of Tins gr 


other the had by her; and ſne 
ae Baden cf it at her 


own Expence, that ſhe might diſpoſe l 
of it among thoſe, whom 2 Sy 


moſt likely-to be improved 


| She kept a conſtant Journa 6f hit he! 
Life, and every Evening ſpent. We. ei 


time in recollecting her Actions, an 
Diſcourſe 'that Day; and would an 
her ſelf to a ſtrict Account in every 
particular, that the Errours of every 
Day paſt might be avoided in how 
that were to ſollo ). 

Sbe © continually laboured under: x 
weak! Diſpoſition: of Body, whicl 
grew upon her at le % m 
that it was thought ſhe ld 75 
eaſily get over it. On 2 
ſhe was adviſed to go to the. 6 
the Recovery of her Health; bid 
Journey ſhe undertook in che Yea 
1707, and, whereſfoever ſhe went, 
Was received with great Marks « 


Cn, and Reſpeck 8 Terſons 9 
e moſt. eminent _ 
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After her return, ſhe ſeemed to 

in a much better ſtate of Health; 

and bare the Severity of the begin- 

ning of the laſt Winter ſo well; that her 

Friends hoped her Conſtitution Was 
grown ſtronger than it had heen : but 


* 
5 
4 
— 


oy 


=o — with a Pleuritick Fever, the 
Symptoms of which were not violent, 
or were her Friends at firſt appre- 
rEWenfive of her Danger, but ed 
18Wpcing weak, in'a few Days ſhe ſunk 
ander it, and died Feb. 3. 1703. She 
Mas Buried at Sperchley by her formet 
Musband, according to a Promiſe ſhe 
ad made him, as appears by this 


8 
ſey 
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Body be Buried in the Pariſh-, 


* 
— 4 
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Church of Sperchley;in the County of 


a tor my former Husband, Robert 
W Berkel, Eſq; and my ſelf. I order 
this to fulfil a Promiſe T made to 
him; not out of any want of Re- 
ſpect or Kindneſs to my preſent 
UHusband, who has by his great 
we Kindneſs and Confidence, deſerved 
rom me all the gratitude and ac- 
s oF knowledgements of Love and Re- 

fed 1 can teftiie: —  — 
2 4 
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* 


And 


" EI is a 15 * * th 3 J * 5 : J £ 8 45 * 7 8 4 
* * f = W* 2 * «i; £55 . - * 1 * fs . 
n . realen © 2» e 1 . 9 
e * 1 
* 8 4 — 1 
N - 
a 5 1 - 5 * 1 
* 4 * , 
1 8. o . $3 1 - * 
| | e | ; is X * | 


pr pleaſed God, that upon the break. 
of the Froſt January 27. ſhe was | 


ce in her Will. © I will that my 
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And thus I have given a very 
brief Account of ſome of the moſt rs. 
 tnarkable Circumſtances of her Life, | 
in which ſhe mult appear a bright 
Example of the moſt eminent Virtue, | 
in a private Station; but IT ſhould] 
not do Juſtice either to her, or ta 
the World, if I did not enlarge a 
little more upon her Character, in 
which, if T ſhould be thought to have 
ſaid too much, by them that were 
not acquainted with her, I am con- 
fident what I fay, will be judged MW 
by them that did know her, to fall 
far below her Character. $ 
There needs the leſs be ſaid, be. 
cauſe the following Book is a juſt 
Repreſentation of her; it giving the 
moſt exact Deſcription of her Pro-. 
greſs in every part of her Duty, in 
which there is nothing ſaid that pro- 
ceeded from an heated Imagination 
which carries ſome to greater height 
than are perhaps conſiſtent with Hu 
mane Nature; but the whole, is the 
reſult of her own Experience; and 
ſhe. has given no other Rules and 
Directions, but thoſe by which ſhi 
lived, and upon a Trial of then 
found them to be praQticable, ' bj: 
thoſe eſpecially in her Circumaſtan; 
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th of the Anchor. © 
1 9990 to be of the greateſt Use 
towards forming in them juſt N oti- 
ons bf Religion and Vi chi, 
them up to fuitable Affections, an 

to the erdering the wllidle Ehr 0 
their Lives acc "oe to the he Profeſſi- 

[ 


on of the Goſpel of Chrift. 
She knew exactly how k diftin⸗ 
guiſh between the N. add, End 


of Relig ion, and th 12 Neceffit join- 
0 | ing chen both together wo pta- 
al | ice, ſo as that ny wi to "ths 


ſtrickeſt Rules of Piety in Net Devo- 
W tions both in Private and Publick, 
i dal in her frequently receiving 
he Sacrament of the Lord Feuppers 
d as ſhe was heartily affected to 
he Conſtiturion of the, Church of 

"Tu - and zealous for the rich 
Wartereſt of it, ſo ſhe was fully pet- 
Wiaded that the beſt Evidence atid 


1. A 
rl Er cſtimon ny ſhe could give of this, was 
gn a ſtrict Government of her Paſh- 


hel dns, iti a conſtant Care and Watch: 
Willneſs over her whole Conduct, and 
n abounding in all kinds of good 
erke 
She, had nc Sbeill it the Learned 
C Tangu guages; bur having made the 
Nagerttar ng of the Scriptures her 
* fef Study, by the help of Evzliſh 
1 a 2 Com- 


Commentators, and the Aſſiſtance of 
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thoſe of the Clergy with whom ſhe 
moſt frequently converſed, and did 
often diſcourſe N Texts of Scri- 
pture that were obſcure . to her, ſhe: | 
attained to a great Degree of Know» | 
ledge in them. Tho? ſhe read them 
much, yet ſhe ſeldom employed her 
time in the more intricate Subjects, 
which are out of the common way, 
and have no general Uſe, but ſpent 


— 
— 


it in thoſe of the greateſt Weight, 
in which ſhe attained to a very 
high Meaſure of Knowledge. Tho” 
Her Mind was naturally inquiſitive, 
her Apprehenſion quick, and her WW 
Judgment ſolid, yet fhe confined her 
Inquiries to a few things; therefore 
when ſhe had made ſome Progreſs W# 
both in Geometry and Philoſophy, ſhe W 
laid theſe. Studies aſide, tho? ſhe had MP! 
both a Genius, and a Reliſh for n 
them. She conſidered the one thing 
neceſſary, and applied her ſelf wholly 
to that which related to it, and e. 
ven in that, ſhe valued Knowledge r 
only as it purified the Mind. Herl 
chief Care was to govern her Pa\ 
ſions, and to ſubdue all her Affetct. 
ons to created Objects, and to ele 

vate pot 
a Ni 


ang) ROY 
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Life of the Author. 


vate her Soul into an intire Reſig- 3 
nation and Conformity to the ho 
Will or and. . 
When ſhe converſed with $ivins 
Ko Scholars, who were well known 
| to her, ſhe Would take a great deal 
1 Jof Pleaſure in talking of Subjects 
databie to their Profeſſion, and 
would ſometimes en ngage in Find 
which ſhe managed in ſuch an a- 
greable way, as if ſhe had equally 
Iſtudied the ſame Subject with them. 
But in Company, where any Diſ- 
Fcourſe of this kind might be thought 
Lega ſne made no appearance 
ef . above the common 
| Nan 
Some particulars of her Charity 
he * ave been mentioned” in the Account 
f her Life, She did much good to 
any Perſons, without letting them 
now who was their Benefactor; 
Put the way of her diſpoſal. of her 
Wharity, and the many Offices of 
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J © 
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of 


Joel riendſhip ſhe did for thoſe ſhe had 

= 200d Opinion of, doubled the Ob- 
pa getions which he laid upon them. 
ct. hen ſhe had promiſed a Kindneſs F 
ele . d any of her Friends, they neede 


11% DX be ſolicitous to put her in 


Y d of it, for when they took 
a 3 their 
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7M P 
worth 1 55 for her Chari 


10 nent, i 


then } the Joy 65 A bout _ . 


lieving "f them, 


Uſe Sf Riches, to * the aide | 
ting a large Share to ſuch as want- 


ed it, and who deſerved well to be 
10 
s der Bounty to indigeat Perſons, FA | 


reached to a large Compaſs, ſo her 
Charity was moſt extenſive to all 
| thoſe that differed from her in mat, 


ters of Religiaty eſpecially where 


they ſeemed to be 9 Sincere, tho Er-: 


roneous ; and this not only to the 
Diviſions. amon A Proteſtants, but al: 
to the Papiſts, of whom, as thei 


had occaſion to know more, by rea- 


2 of her firſt Husband's Relati. 
ons, ſo ſhe truly valued whatſoe , 
ver ſhe obſerved to be 
ble in 1 tho M 


2 N 
* * * 4 
But ; 
k 79 


I. But that this Charafter of hes 
ing ſteady to her Principles p 
e, as in the whole Courſe of her 


* 


lere ©, That mie defired to. die, 
with the Eſtabliſhed Church of 


: 


of Chriſtians ee the Worl 


God in Spirit and in Truth, an 
are not defiled with Idolatyy and 
RS. 7 EE 
er Thoughts of Religion were 
Wncrous 75 Noble, not confined 
narrow Limits, or low Meaſures; 
e looked on thoſe as the beſt Re- 
eſentations of it, that made it ap- 
ear Beautiful and Lovely, and be- 

t an internal Purity of Heart, with 

a exalted Zeal and Life in the Af- 
e ons, and that. gave an internal 
Ynſation of Divine Matters 17. 


a? 


Ja 


. 
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e guarded firily againſt all En. 
WW vfiaſm, and would not affect to 
= wiſe above what is Written in 


Þ 


— 
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ee Scriptures. In the laſt Years of 


„eri, the delighted moſt in Books 


een "ix 
6 Life of the Author. 


Life, ſo in her Laſt Will, in which The | 


F of Charity with the whole Body 
: 91585 ; : "#4 Mi; | h 3 li 
eſpecially with all that Wor ve 


1 oY Account 0 5 N 
£ on treated | of the inward Life of 
Bs 


the was moſt conſtant in reading t thei: 


ardent deſire to underſtand the Wil 
of her Heayenly Father, 
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ion, of the Separation 5 the 

dul from all - Creatures, and of. anf 
Tntire Reſignation of every thing tt 
the „Will of God. But above al 8 


Scriptures daily, and uſed to ſay, thaillif 
as to the Praftical Parts of them 
the Reading them with a Spirit ol 
Humility and Simplicity of Heart, tc 4 N 
gether with earneſt Prayer, and afin 

e 

1 


vas 2 
beſt mean? to know of any oarinl a 
whether it Was of God or not; 6 
that ſhe read the Bible rather 3s 4 
mean to raiſe her Soul to great Viewll 1 
of God, and to a Noble Senſe df A | 
ſolid Virtue, than out of Curioſit 1 . 
to encreaſe her Knowledge, or to Ml 
dorn her Expreſſions; and indeed 4 Ne 
ſhe ſpoke ſometimes of thoſe Mat! He 


ters in Strains that looked like Rang 2} 


tures, and charmed, as Well as thei 
animated thoſe who heard them... 
'A Perſon of ſhch Piet and, Gol 1 
pee, cannot be - ſuppoſed to hauf 
many Enemies; but Where i 
Offices * were done ſhe orgy 
Fe * ſo hear , har by l by ker "ire = 


| 
7, 4 
# 


Po 
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g thoſe who had injured her, it 
plainly appear'd that ſhe had over- 
auome all Reſentment, and well knew 
too to return Good for Evil. 
Her Converſation was fo enter- 
he aining and engaging, that it was 
Mo wonder. that her Acquaintance 
mas. very great, which was much 
increaſed after her Second Marri- 
to 4 ge. She took formal Viſits to be 
Ine of the Burdens of Life, yet 
ever would neglect to pay any Ci- 
Wility that might juſtly e expected 
in ea 
In her general way of Diſcourſe, 
15 Me ſuited. her ſelf to the Company 
ewas in, as far as was conſiſtent 
n the Rules of Decency and 
it "i | rity, and that with a Spirit and 
> ely Cheerfulneſs, that render'd 
eec 4 tr extreamly acceptable to all Peo- 
alf 1 2 
If Perſons were F ken As 
Ot wy Company where 15 was, 
8 would, if there was room for 
take Pains to vindicate or ex- 
ſe them, or elſe turn off the . Diſ- 


4 | 


: b BU to ſome other Subject. 
gal 3 ſhe was generally cheerful in 
rex pany, ſo ſhe ſet: a moſt ſtrict 


# oyer her Li ps, without ſeem- 
ing 


e f the Author. * 
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xvi An Account of be 
ing 1% de {6. She gave the*great- 
et Encouragement to an innocent 
Freedom in Converſation, that ever 
any one of her ſtrict Piety was ob- 
ferved to do. For indeed, tho? ſhe 
Was ſevere upon her ſelf in the 
"Opinion ſhe had of her own Con- 
duct in many Auſterities, ſuch as 
Faſting and Watching, which might 
probably very much contribute to 
the Weakening her Conſtitution, yet 
The carefully avoided all appearance 
of Severity towards others, and all 
Oſtentation of Piety ; nor was ſhe 
ever apt to cenſure thoſe that did 
not come up to the Striftneſs ſhe 
obliged her ſelf to. ne on 
Her Deſign indeed, was to render 
a Striftneſs in Religion as agree-M 
able to all Companies, as was pofſi-f 
ble, and to ſhew that it did not 
take off from that eaſineſs and free. 
dom which is the Life of Converſa- 
tion, and few ever ſucceeded better 
in recommending it thus to the'World, 
than ſhe did. ain 
Her Humility appeared in her 
whole Converſation in a becoming 
Modeſty towards her Superiours, in 
an obliging Civility to her Equals] 
and moſt' eminently in a kind: Cott- 
. deſcention 
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geſcantion ta thoſe that were below 
Per. No body deſpiſed more the 
Pomp of this Life than ſhe did, but 
ret ſhe conformed to that decency 
Apparel and way of Living, that 
che World; tho in the plaineſt 
« Manner, yet not affecting ſingularity 
any M Denn 3:2 07 
he was moſt. conſtant in her 
riendſhips, and was always a true 
nd faithful Friend. In the Friend» 
ip ſhe had with thoſe that were 
dove her, ſhe uſed an honeſt free. 
om that was agreeable to her con- 
ant Sincerity: Tho? from a natu- 
Modeſty, and not out of a love 
Ceremony, ſhe treated them often 
ich more Reſpect than they wiſhed. 
Dee carried her ſelf to them with 
9 regard full of Diſcretion and Con- 
8, taking hold of all Opportuni- 
in ſerving them in their great- 
rte. Concerns, which ſhe. always pro- 
14 edt to her ſelf, as the beſt End 
' Friendſhip, adding her Pray- 
5 for them, which was a Debt 
elde paid to all her Friends very 


: 1 


dhe 


xxViii ' Hecoind: of the 


She would freely Ay give, her Ack ] 1 
to thoſe ſhe was moſt intimate with 
and would endeavour to convmief 
them of their Miſtakes, and tak; 
notice of their Failings, in a milf 
and gentle way, where ſhe {aw they 
would bear it; and ſhe was alway 
ready to aſſiſt them in every reſpe 
to the utmoſt of her Power; for ſh 
was of a very active Temper. OY 
The "Truth is, the was a moi 
excellent manager of her Time L 
the beſt aa e of others, 
well as of her ſelf. She Prayell 
Read, and Wrote ſo much, that 
might be thought ſhe muſt hay 
confined her ſelf almoſt wholly t wy 
her Cloſet ; and yet ſhe did ſo mani 
e. for 70 1 was fo bu 

employed in doing good, and w 
fo daniel Aer has 5 could har 
1 be ſuppoſed that ſhe allowed hd 
f time enough for Retirement. 
She laboured, as was ſaid befor 
under a weak Conſtitution of BA 
dy, but had ſuch a natural Livel 
neſs of Spirit, that this, togethaſ 

with a due Senfe of the Oni 0 
ſhe lay under of ſubmitting to th 

Hand of God in every thing, ol ; 
ſerved in her a wonderful cheerfu 

ney 
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ie of the Author. 
Webs, and eaſineſs of Temper, in all 
tha Thoſe coming frequently upon her, 
cad fo inured her to Patience, that 


I 


kc bore the common Accidents of 


ife with great Calmneſs; and it 
Would fcarce be obſerved, that any 
hing relating to her. private Affairs, 
ever gave her much uneaſineſs; but 
er concern for the Publick and 
er Friends was ſo great, that any 
isfortunes or Apprehenſions which 
lated to them, affected her per- 


nol 
"0 
N 
yedhought ſuitable to her private Sta- 
t ion. And as I have often heard 
am who had reaſon to know her 
7 trfectly well, fay, that her Zeal for 
* We. Publick Good, and that eager- 
; bu 
Wi pon it, was the ſingle Thing he 
arid ever: obſerved in her that look- 
1 he: like Exceſs, which as it preyed 
at. pon her own Spirits, ſo on ſome 
eſopiccaſions it might ſet too great an 
age upon then. 
zel She had fo juſt a Senſe of the Dan- 
et hater 0 
atio&od for the Revolution, and; defend- 
5 the it with Zeal. . This poſſeſſed her 
pre much, that ſhe was not a, little 
erful N | _ griev- 
neh 
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aps more ſenſibly than might be 


s of Spirit which kept her intent 


er of Popery, that ſhe oſten bleſſed 
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Xxx "th Areotnt” ＋ the 

jeyed when ſhe Raw ſome v 
e believed were truly Aab i, 
the Proteſtanit Reli gion, Tt themnſelyd ; 
againſt that Great Work; and engayfl ; 
in an Oppoſition to that which was na 
oeſſary to ſecure and preſerve it. Na 
was it eaſie to her 65 hear ſome a 
tract from the Merit of thoſe wh 
had afted a great Part in brin 
about, or in ſupportin af : She pa 
a juſt and grateful to ou 7 
GREAT DELIVERE ; owing 
ſhe was a moſt Zealous and Faith 
Subject; as ſhe was after Him, t . 
HER MAJESTY, who now fill: 
that Throne ſo Glotiouſly, which H ; | 
had ſo happily ſettled. And it is n 
to be denied, but that the Behaviouli 
of ſome, whom ſhe otherwiſe eſteem 
ed much, put her ſometimes ini 
ſome Emotion. | 

Notwithſtanding th "the te 2 

eat Care that it eule not alt 
A Temper toward any Perfori thil 
had not the fame Sentiments will 
her ſelf, and where ſhe obſervet! 
ny Uneafineſs among others on ful. 
Occaſions, ſue was veryearneſt to reſto. 
a good Underſtanding between then. 
She was indeed, very careful ro i, 
void all Occaſions of Contention 0 


Quar 
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Life of u. , 


2 _"_ n any Account f6- 
wer, and Sg tliey aroſe, * 
on out not reſt till ſhe had Fd 
Nhat ſhe could to put 4 
Wro chem; 200 woo * few A- 
Iny unhap rene ariſe amo 
* ns the interpoſed writ = 
Ln the Diligence imaginable, in or- 
| 8 der to work a Rekonciliation, in 
which ſhe was 1 obſerved to 
ave. v Su 
In ber . e the 3 
der falling upon her — 
as not able to ſpeak m 
ewed all along 7 all dae | 
1 * of Mind to the Will of God, 
Rnd a patient enduring the Pains 
e felt. She expreſſed all that in- 
ard Joy and Satisfactien of Mind, 
hich a Life fo well ſpent as fers 
. ave her juſt ground to have; | 
her Voice quite failed her, 
* C „ as things were 'fpoken in her 
learing, thewed, hy the lifting | 
ber Hands, and other Signs, m 
what an happy Calm the then 
aſſeſſed her Soul, how eafie and 
omfortable her Paſſage was, and 
P carneſtly ſhe recommended the 
Practice of true Religion to all a- 
dout her ; i aud thus departin = 
1 281 or 
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Wii ts Accoukt of the Gee 
World full of g Works, ſhe eff 
tred into the Joy of her Lord, there 
to.receive an ample Reward for thetn. F 
And. now, notwithſtanding it is 
impoſſible not to lament: ſo great 
' a. Loſs as that of Her is; yet 1 
cannot but think it a great Bleſ 
ſing of God upon this . preſentſi 
Ape, that it has produced a Perſon 
ſo remarkable for "Piety and Virtut 
as ſhe was, and I hope her Exam 
ple will have that good Influence 
upon others, who have the likt 
Advantages that ſhe had, and will ex 
cite them to an hearty Imitation 
of all her Chriſtian Graces and Vir 
tues, that ſo the Honour of ou 
holy Profeſſion may be recovered 
in an Age of Prophaneneſs and 
1 3 a viſible Appear ano 
of theſe noble Fruits which th 
ry naturally produces where ti 
heartily believed. God grant chit 
a due Reflection on her Practic 
join'd with the excellent Inſt 
ctions in the following Book, maj 


roduce ſuch happy Effects in 
Minds * all that * it. 
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the following Devotions and 


Paſſages of Scripture. 


ered 1 


Devotion is, to reſtore the depraved 
and Nature of Man to its original Per- 
AN Ron, the Paying all due Homage and Obe- 
th ce fo the Author of his Being, which con- 
5 chiefly in being Good and doing Gocd; 
thi ſequently the Devot ion that is rational, 


, ma p fed Forms, but A care fi ul Obſerving our 

el cr ts, our Thonghts, Words, and Aftions, 
Purity of our Intentions, and the Simpli- 
= of our End; if our Action- Are agreeable 
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ouching the Manner of uſing 


Ou 1 | | HE great End of all Religion and 


will recommend us to God, mut be ſuch 


bt can never be the bare Repeating well 


aur Prayers, and if they ariſe from a Be- 
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lief that God is, and is @ Rewarder of them that 
| ſerve him; and not out of human Roſpects, 


out of Cuſtom, or Fear e, Inſamy + out of L. 


tereſt, or Deſire to pleaſe Men; Oſtentat ion, 
or Vanity; in all theſe Inſtances, both the 
Intention is corrupt and the End baſe, ſo the 


Aition tap never be god; ner likely to haveſ 


any good Effetts. To prevent ſuch a fruit · 
leſs Devotion, here is all along mixed Rule 


of Life, and frequent Examinations and Re- 


F 


ſhort pious Thoughts 5 2 to God, or re 
Treftivg our ſelves. And the Obligation ti 


thoſe Rules is eſtabliſhed by the only ſure Au ; 


thoraty of holy Scripture ;, which Method (. 


any of the like Nature, and better performed 
will, if faithfully practiſed, prevent any gro 
Inoramce of our ſelves. Indeed, it is hardly 


' poſſible that an hone Mind can be great. 


defeftive in the Knowledge or Pratt lt 
Things neceſſary to its Perfection and Happ # 


neſs, if it often ſtop te compare it ſelf wit 


the beautiful Picture of true Virtue, as rept 2 


ſented in the ſacred Scripture, and applied 


the impartial Reaſoning of a ſincere. Heait ! 
' though it has not the Advantage of 4 uery 


levated Underſtanding. 


Indeed this ColleBion of Rules and Devil 


tions, put together for private Uſe, and vill 
defective, 1 the low. Capacity of ita C 
piler, was publiſhed to excite ſuch as ars bd 
ter qualified to do ſomething more perfelt 
thu Sort, and in the mean Time, te give 


little Aſſiſtance to ſuch young and ig nora 1 þ 


Perſons as are truly deſirous to purifie th 


— 


. 10 J 
$6693 and 2555 by the Duties of regie, 
Aud not think "themſelves very ood Chriſtsatis, 
becauſe they refs ain from. Tana glops Vices, 
and repeat many _ Bit it a t 

me ant to. diſcourage any fm other ©Merhids 
found mort agreeable or ry freed the End 

Veel. he much leſs to pre vent any from 

E the Exerciſe of their own Thoughts, in 5 | 

= ditation, Reflection, and Prayer; but only by 

. erte down a few. Ep on ſcveral S 44 
WE jects, to make it more eaſte for, rhein ro apply 

beſe or = like Rules, ' ſo 1 may beſt Sur 

WW: cir own Circumſtances. * e 


? 


For vhich Reaſons, all the larger Devdtions 
Were broke into ſhort  Sententts” and ſmall 
| 5 Diviſions, that. what can't be © ſaid with 

WI 7th, or is not ſuited to the Apprebenſtons or 
3 OTH of any, may be left out; for "the 

ert and the UnderFtanding "ſhould go along 
| all our Devotions : Alſo if Time will not 
Wow greater Inlargement, or if the Mind is 
9 ©; oſed by nes or Multi] ticir of neceſ- | 
# "Buſt neſs, bit particularly he a ſmall 
a may 28 made —_ ach 788 | 
| the Tho. hts allowed to inlurge freely, if 

= inclined, 7 any Circum) acer 2 4 | 
en Matter "of* Conſeſſio?, Thail giving, 

" Wt crceſſion, Prayer for ſome particular Grave, 
. again ft the Power of ſome Temptation or 
tfirmity, &t. refing on euch Sentence til 
Mina 4 filed 5 the Branty of the Vir- 
von deſſre, the Evil of "the Fab or In- 
ieh you lament, til) you penetrare the Ex- 

Wency of the Truth you profeſs 70 believe. 
| ſhort, Ly you find * apprebend' and are 


in 


3 JJ 
i earneſt in what you are about. Every Zo- 
dy finds à great Difference between. thoſe Ex- 
E ſhone of \ e mech are forced from 
u, by the braght Idea of our Friend's Virtues, 
and what only comes from, the cold Reſtecti- 
on that ſuch an one is capable to do me Good 
n lots for this comes from, without, and 

.produges any am outward Regard; but the 
Shining Perfettions of 4 gad Man has an in- 
ward Pomer, that we can t help admiring. Se 
our Devotzons and Acts of Virtue, if they a- 
riſe from 4 Senſe of. the divine Perfectiont, WF 
and that our Happineſs improves with our rea 
. Holineſx5,. this plants in us, a Root of livint 
Piety; But if we only conſider God as 4 2 
were Lam: giuer, who can and will puniſh our 
Rebeillions; this may indeed. force an Awe i 85 
and ſo much Obedience a4 we think will ſti i 
our Fudge, hut can never produce Love to G 4 N. 
or. a Dilight in aur Duty. Of al. Hypocriſie 7 
that is the moſt. dangerous by which we de. 
ceive our ſelves ; what is generally called E 
pocriſie, the Decerving theWorld by. appearin. 
what we know we art. net, is ſo groſs, tha 
we can't. but know it, end feel an inwal,;; 
Shame, which may awaken u to Repentancef 
bur when, it i ſo refined, a4 to impoſe on on 
ſelves, wh ich J apprehend was really the H 
pocriſie of. the Phariſee in the Parable; the 
40 is fatal indeed, aud ſhuts out its only I 
medy, trug , Repentauce; Io prevent whih,, ; 
Deceir, if the chief Deſign. of . mixing ſul... 
frequent Examiugtton and Self-reflettions mit. 


* 


Prayer, (a bring. you to e habit Okſerufd, 
tion of the true Motjugs and, Epds of & you 
3 nf... 


Aclions, in order to the ſtnctre Knitwledge of 
your ſelf, which is the Foundation of all true 
ifm ↄ Tt 


of Devotion require ſo much Time and Res 
tirement, that there are very few whoſe Cir+ 
cumſtances will allow them ſo much Liberty 3 
= but if they pleaſe to obſerve, this u always 
= conſidered and allowed for:? I hoped buer)y 


WE Body will acknowledge, that no one's Buſmeſs, 
1 nuch leſs Diverſion, ſhould exclude the daily 


Worſhip of God, Morning and Evening: And 
Lthis is all is nent ioned as of abſolttte Ore 
tion, together with the Attendance on the dai- 


"W Public, or Family Prayers, us frequently 
ve BE: the reaſonable Hindrantes of neceſſary Bu- 
1 %, proper to the ſeveral Stations and Cala 
0088-95 of Perſons, will allow. 

| 4 | The remaining Subjects of Devotion are 


h recommended to thoſe who, without neg. 
H) ding the Duties of their Station and = 
1h, have Leiſure for them, or for ſomt 
4: of them. The whole Private Devotions 
ml not take up much more than two Hours; 

4 when tis conſidered how much Time is 
n ent in dreſſing and uſeleſs Diverſions, and 


orer, as well a4 the richer Sort, it can't but be 
mcluded, it is rather Vnacquaintedneſs with 
Pleaſures of Devotion, from Ignorantè or 


les 4 few Minutes thought ſufficient for 4 
puty ſo delightful and £4 1 


Some ma objeth, that the following Rules 


much in a ſamitering Idlentſ}, y the 
14 


' 5 | rrupt Paſſions, than Want of Time, that 


great Advantage: 
ai 


ry 
1 


—_— - 
'* - 


nd fo may Hows nat r meh, 


Jaleneſs and Vanity. y. 


Day, may have it on ſome Days, at leaſt on 
Times of extraordinary Devotion, to conſi- 


will give no great Interruption to our Buſineſs, 


more they will  conduce to that great End of 4 


Time of Retirement is ſpent in repeating lf 


i xvii J 


. 
1 4 j — 4 „ |. 
: 
* = * 
E. * 1 * 


However, thoſe who haue not Leiſure every ll., 
C 
der.what.. Virtues. they are defeſtive in, or 
what Irregularities prane to, and make that the 
Subject of their Meditation and Prayer, con- 
cluding with Interceſſions and Thankſgiymngs 
ſuitable ta the foregoing Meditations; and this 


or innocent Diverſion, but teach us to regu- 
late both by the Rules of Wiſdom and Virtue. 
Our Prayers cannot inform. God of what He 
knows not; but they may and ought to teach us 
the Knowledge of our ſelves 5 therefore the 
more of Selfereflection is mixed with them, the 


all Devotion, the Purifying. our Heart and 
Life 5, though too many ſeem to think that Pray 
ing is only ſaying ſo many Words, and offer - 
ing to God what is fit to be ſaid, without 
ever examining. whether it comes from the 
Heart, or ſuits their Condition; and who, after 
praying many Tears, hardly know if they have, 
or if they want the Virtues they pray for 1 
One great Cauſe of this is, that the whali 


many Words without ever reflect ing or con 
.. . « 7 5 . 
paring their Prayers with the Rules of God 

Word, or their own Hearts and Practice. 4 
 » The Examples of Scripture Meditation 
are not many; becauſe. it would deftroy ny 
End, which is to encourage others to offer Gr 
their own Deſires, and not to read in a Roa 
| what 


— n 0 , , _m_ > r F 


what is compoſed by others, but to make ſuch 
Applications as ſuit their preſent State; for 
what comes (rom others, may be quite foreign 
o their e deſtrays Sincerity 
land the Knowledge of our ſelves, and leads 
into 4 moſt dangerous Hypocriſie and Self 
deceit. 8 8 | I. 
= Who can think, that has any rational 
WY bought of God, that he does not prefer the 
Verity of the Heart to the Eloquence of the 
WW ongue ? And what honeſt Man does not like 
plain honeſt Expreſſion of Reſpetf and Sub- 
ien, more than all thoſe artificial Comple- 
Pents that only ſhew the Wit and Art of the 
ater ? 5 
= But above all, I recommend to young Peo- 
e the ftoring their Minds with Variety of 
aic Paſ; es of Scripture, particularly 
their Defetts make voſt neceſſary 1 
eich they will find of great Uſe, both in the 
eerciſes of their Devotion and Conduct of 
ei Lives. 5 
= deed the Bible is the beſt Prayer-Book, 
41 full of noble Thoughts, that may by an 
ary Capacity, with a little Alteration, be 
ned into the Language of Devotion; and 
ere Time is not in your own diſpoſe, La- 
ei Ejaculations ſo compoſed are better 
Pp: 4 long continued Form, which is often 
ried over without Attention, or broke off 


. 


% 
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1008 1 have mentioned pious Reflections to be 
red with the common Actions of the Day: 
Gg by this I mean nos to be ſo underſtood, as . 
Roal it was ſo neceſſary that all our Actions 


TE. ſhould 
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ould . begin with an expreſs. Intention of of. 
ing bs p to God, ſo as to make the O- 
. miſſion ſm 1 Al I intend is, an Endeavour 
that our habitual Intention ſhould be to obey 


God, and the actual endeavoured ſo far as it 
may be conducive to a ſpiritual Life, but by, 
no means to intangle your Conſcience in every it, 


'Omiſſion or Forgetſulneſs, which the Hurry, of Te 
Buſineſe, Intenſeneſs in Study, Converſation, 
RE. may often occaſion, even in Perſons ge-. 


nerally recolleted. Many of the Devotions 


art tranſcribed out of other Boots; and had 
the Publiſher known where to have found what 
was wanted, the reſt had been ſo too; but "til 


hoped there is nothing that has not better 
Authority than the Collector, who renounce 
whatever is contrary to the Scripture an 


right Reaſon, if through Ignorance any E 


rors have been advanced. To thoſe whoſi 3 


better Judgments carry them not only to ſei 


but to cenſure the very many Defetts an 
Faults of this Book, the only Apology 1s, th 


it was not at all deſigned for them, but onh 4 
for ſuch whoſe Ignorance or Youth may nei 


ſuch Aſſiſtance. This right Intention of Pri 
moting the Good, though but of the meane 


will, tis boped, ſoften the Cenſures of ſui 


as to nicely” conſider the Fitneſs of even 
Circumſtance, at leaſt, it ought to make thi 
Cenſures ſit eaſie, ſince the imaginary Evil 
is not too be put in the Ballance with the Con 
fort of having endeavoured to encourage af 
in the Purſuit of Virtue, that is their 
 pineſs and their real and laſting Good. 


Par 


ur 
ey 
it 


by 
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„„ 
Part of this was drawn up many Years 
ro, aud inlarged at ſeveral Times, which 
e made the Method a little confuſed, and 
caſioned ſome Repetitions; but ſince what 
mot neceſſary for ws to know. and do, 


World be often thought on and brought in 
* ew, it was not thought worth while to cor-- 


[RE thoſe Repetitions, which "_ ſerve bet- 
t 


to fix neceſſary Truths in the Memory of 


6 
« LN 


WE Note alſo, that whatever you pray for your 
or others, may and ought" to be returned 
Praiſes for your ſelf or others, when ol» 


en, or while continued. 
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Devotion, &c. 


The Firſt Rus 


HEN you awake, offer 
your firſt Thoughts ro 
God in ſome Act of Ado- 
ration -or Praiſe: If you 
cuſtom your ſelf to ſleep and wake with 
ious Thoughts, they will ſoon grow eaſie, 
nd in a Manner natural; for tis by no 
eans convenient to ſuffer worldly Cares 
rſt to entertain the Mind : Confider God 
s the Creator and Author of all Things; 
om whoſe Power, Wiſdom, and Good- 
els, we have our Being. Let this pro 

uce in you a perfect Reſignation to His 
Vill, and Obedience to His nnn : 
B 8 


— 1 + 
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Be thankful for your own and the World 


Preſervation z for the Redemption by Jeſus 


Chriſt; for God's Long-ſuftering in wages 
ing one Day more for Repentance; 
that God would enlarge and enlighten 1 


Mind, and the Minds of all reaſonable Be- 


ings, in the Knowledge of his Will, and 


of his Nature and infinite Perfections re- 


vealed in his Works and Word, and pro- 
duce in you and them a Divine Faith, 
Faith working by Love manifeſted by fin 


cere and univerſal Obedience and Confor 


mity to his holy Will. 


EJACUL ATIONS.. 


« F Adore and worſhip Thee, © tte 
ah 1 nal Being, Father, Son, and Ho 
% Ghoſt; Infinite in Power and Wiſdom 
ms perfect in Goodneſs and Mercy, mol 
« Juſt and 8 One God ,blefled fo 
“ evermore. [ praiſe Thee, O Lord, fo 
« all Thy Mercies: Thou art the Four 


ce tain of all Grace and Bleſſing, of af 
that is Good and Defireable. I ble 


< Thee for this Night's Preſervation, fi 
„Thy Long-fuffering in affording one Di 
* more for Repentance: O Cs with 1 
„ Thy Grace, that I may fort 
« the Fruits "thereof, to Thy 8 ry any 
« my own Salvation. O my Sovereig 
« Lord and Great Creator, renew Til 
<« heavenly Image in my Soul, defaced ant 
< clouded by my Sins: Make me, O Lord 
capable to receive and * the ſacrel 

% Teal 


Teachings of Thy Word and Spirit, 
and grant that all reaſonable Beings may 


1 effectually contemplate Thy Infinite 
1 Pertections, a8 tO be holy as Thou art 


holy, pure as Thau art pure, and con- 
formable to Thee in all Thy imitable 
LE xcellencies. ogy 1; „ 
mill. ſing of I Power; yea 1 mill ſig pſat, 59. 
bd of Thy Mercies in the Morning: For 16. 
en Haſt been my. Defence and Refuge in the 

wy. of my Trouble. WS, 

laid me down and ſlept, T awaked, for the pſy, 3. g. 
rd ſuſtained | me. WET 

ly Faice ſhalt Thou hear in the Morning, Pſal. 5 
Lord, in the Morning will I direct m 8 
wer unto Thee, and will look up. 

Cauſe: me to hear Thy Loving Kindneſs in Þſal 
Morning, for in Thee do I truſt : Cauſe 1 5 
to know the Way, wherein I ſhonld wall, 
I lift up my Soul unto Thee. 


- 


The Second Rule. 


LLOW no more Time for Sleep 
than Health requires: Do not in- 
ge Sloth nor uſeleſs Muſings, after you 
ake : SIX or Seven Hours is enough for 


Conſtitutions. ; ES 


teig [or bjul in riſing, awaken your ſelf by 
TH the/e or the like proper on ou by : 


e fear Death, yet love its Image; 
bat 1s Life but for the Works of Life ? 
wiltully ſhorten our Lives, yet covet 
B 2 many 


0 4 . 

many Days: The Omiſſion of Good, 
well as the Commiſſion of Evil, will mal 
Death unwelcome. Jonah i. 6. What meant 

thou, O Sleeper? Ariſe and call upon thy Gu 
| ' that he may think upon thee, that thou peri 
not in the Storm of Temptation: *Tis 8 
that has raiſed theſe Storms, inverted N 
ture, made the World, at firſt a plain ai 
ſmooth Paſſage to the heavenly City, non 
a dangerous Sea to thoſe who refuſe f 
Conduct of the heavenly Pilot. Pray 
may allay theſe Storms; or if they ic 
upon thee, they ſhall not ſink thee, Wlſ© 


1 


bring thee with more Honour, and it ir 
be with more Speed, to the deſired H 
. bour. 0 ne 
* Awake thou that ſleepeſt, arife 2 it 
"Sia. and Chriſt ſhall Five thee Light.” dec 


Awake not only from the Death nf 
wilful Sin, but The too fatal Lethargy 
a cold indifferency and ſlothful Serving vc 
thy great Benefactor. lot 

What is Man, that Thon  ſhouldeſt mag 
him? and that Thou ſhould. t ſet TY 1 

upon him? | 

And that Thou ſhouldeſt viſit him > ut 
Morning, and try him every Moment ? Pre 
Try if be will bring to rth Fruit, the 
he be not cut down and denen e 

rofitable. En. 

Ir is of the Lord's Mercies that we are tr 
conſumed ;, becauſe his Compaſſions fail not. 

They are new every Morning: Great Or 
55 ey &c. em 
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The Tp 15 1 unto them that wait for Fe. 
Him, to the Soul that ſeeketh Him. f 2 


| The Third Rule: 5 
While Riſeng think thus: 


& ORD, I am Thine by Creation, by 
N Redemption, by my baptiſmal Cove- 
ant, and by frequent voluntary Dedica- 
ions. I confeſs Thy Service is moſt rea- 
onable and pleaſant. I offer to Thy Di- 
Tine Majeſty, in virtue of the only per- 
ect Sacrifice of Thy beloved Son, my Soul 
nd Body. So ſanctify, with Thy good Spi- 
it, all Thy Gifts to me, that they may 
zecome acceptable unto Thee, and may be 
nſtruments of Thy Glory here, and that 
may be a Partaker. of Thy Glory * 
wer. O Lord, if I am Thine, let me 
jot periſh who truſt on Thee; if I go 
ut this Day in my own Strength, I may 
e eaſily overcome; for my Enemies are 
po ſtrong for me: But none can pluck 
ut of Thine Hand, or from under Thy 
protection. I will be of good Comfort, 
he Captain of my Salvation has overcome 
he World, and triumphed over all the 
Enemies of my Soul, and hath purchaſed * 
Strength for me alſo to overcome, if I 
am faithful, and fight under his Banner. 
ord, remember me this Day, that I may 
emember my Duty and doit: Let Thy 
dleſſed Angels guard me, that the evil ones 


ö e ee e, e 


1 1 6.1. 
birt me bt. Let Thy holy Spirit dire 
and ſanctify my Thoughts, Words, ani 
Actions, that they may be duly employe 
in Acts of. Piety and Charity, and in t 
Duties of my Calling. Accept what | 
Thine, the Effect of Thy Grace; pardo 
what is mine, the Weakneſs of corruyif 
Nature; the Goodneſs is all Thine, ti 
Glory be all Thine, now and for ever. 

Lord, I ariſe to glorify Thee, O let 1 

Grace prevent and follow me, and mal 

me continually ready t to every good Won 
| through Jeſus Chriſt. 

Row. 115 The Night is far ſpent, the Day is at han 

| let us therefore caſt o the Works of Darkne| 
and let ns put on the Armour of Light. 

Per. 13. ' Let us walk honeſily as in the Day; net 
 Rioting and Drunkenneſs, not in Chamberi 

2d W. antonneſs, not in Strife and 4 

Ver. 144 But put ye on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, a WM 

make not Proviſion 18 the Fleſh, to fulfil 1 
r Tut. thereof. 

Jenn 9. 4. I muſt work the Work of Him that ſent m 
while it is 9 af The . cometh when 

| Man can wor 

Cole 3. Ie If ye then be riſen with Chriſt, ſeek thy 
Things which are Above, where Chriſt fi ittet 

on the Right-Hand of God. 

Per. 2. Set yorr Aﬀettions on Things Above, not 
Things on the Earth. n 

— ON are Dead, and your Life is hid w 
Jnr fn God; g Nee 
T beſeech yon 1 ore, Brethrow; by ' vy. 
oy ens Merties of God, _ preſent IE 4 " 
a Living Sler ft, holy, acceptable unto = $ G 

*which is your reaſonable Service. 


, Trl 


e 
The Fourth Rite. 


THILE Drefling, at leaſt before en- 
/ gaging in worldly Buſineſs or Study, 
mploy your Thoughts on ſuch Reflecti- 
ns as theſe: If any Sin has been commit- 
d ſince your laſt Examination, if you 
ve indulged Sloth beyond the Rules of 
1, CUTIE TEES 
2. What Opportunities to do Good, what 
emptations to Evil that Day may pre- 
ent you with. _ Gr 88 
3. Reſolve by God's Grace to reſiſt all 
own and wilful Sins, and to do all known 


e beſt and moſt proper Means, joined 


ne, how to reſiſt and overcome them. 
ay, Why ſhould I fear this Temptation 
at I foreſee; greater is He that is for me, 
an thoſe that are againſt me. Or if dif- 
eartned at the Difficulty of any good Act, 
ſe theſe or the like Reflections. ay 
Why ſhould I be diſcouraged or fear the 
Difficulties of this Duty? Is it not both 


irtue beſt in it ſelf, and that which I ad- 


ire in others? Beſides, Has not God pro- 
ig iſed to reward his Grace received and 
fed, with the Increaſe of Grace and Glo- 
Y Grace is the very Diſpoſition for Glory, 


t makes us capable to receive it. Glory 
S Grace perfected; it is God's Goodneſs, 
B 4 not 


e 


Wd foreſeen Duties, and conſider what are 


rith Prayer, to avoid any foreſeen Tem- 
tation; or if that is not fit, or cannot be 


onour and Pleaſure to do well? Is not 


. * , n * * R 
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Warfare, it is a glorious Victory thou con- 
tendeſt for, and canſt not miſs of, if thou 
art faithful to the Commands, and relief 
on the Merit of Chriſt Jeſus, the Captain 
of thy Salvation. I have ſworn, and I am 


renewed thoſe Vows often, from a full Per: 
ſwaſion of their being moſt reaſonable ant 
good for me to be governed by: I have 
renounced the Devil and all Subjection to 


. | and Subjects, renounced the World and al 

LW its ſinful Vanities, and the fallen corruptec 

Part of my ſelf, and I am ftill perſwadel 

"tis my Advantage to continue in this Cove 

| nant, and I am ſtedfaſt ly purpoſed to do it 

Raſolutii. I know this Sin which 1 foreſee 1 maj 

he tempted to, is forbidden, and contrary 

to theſe my Vows: Or I believe this Du 

ty which I ſhall have Opportuvity to ex: 

erciſe, is commanded, and fo a Part of m 

poſitive Vows. I reſolve to do this Duty, 

or to reſiſt this Sin, for the Love of God, 

and in Obedience to Him. Eut alas! my 

.ord, I am weak, and can do no good 

Thing without thy Divine Aſſiſtance and 

Direction: I caſt my ſelf on Thee, and 

confeſs I owe all to Thee. O Lord, hold 

- up my Goings in thy Paths, that my Foot- 

ſteps flip not, that I fall not from my good 
Vor poſes into Sin and Errors, 

| | . Where: 


4 


_— | not His Sovereignty only, that requires 
| Holineſs of us; becauſe without it there can 
be no Happineſs. Do not faint. in this 


ſtedfaſtly purpoſed to keep thy righteouſ 
Judgments ; I have vowed in my Baptiſm, 


5 him, declared a War againſt his Kingdonlff 


* 


n 


Wherefore let him that thinketh he ſtandeth, 1 Cor. 10. 
ke heed leſt be fall. 2 12. 
There hath no Temptation taken you but 
ch as is common to Men. But God is faith- 
I, who will not ſuffer you to be tempted above 
at you are able, but will with the Temptation, 
mate a Way to eſcape, that ye may be a- 
e to bear it. TI 


For this Thing I beſought the Lord thrice 


2 Cf. 12. 


7 


Per. 13. 


it might depart from me. 8. 
, And he ſaid unto me, My Grace is ſufficient px. 9. 
n 


r thee, for my Strength is made perfect in 


vey cakneſs. bo 5 
ti For we have not an High- Prieſt which can- Reb. 4. 15. 
mW: be touched with the Feeling of our Infir- | 


pies; but was in all points tempted like as 
e are, yet without Sin. Do 


ei Let us therefore come boldly to the Throne 2, 16. 
e Grace, that we may obtain Mercy, and find 

1.88 ce to help in time of need. „ 
For in that he himſelf hath ſuffered, being Reb. 2. 18. 
rie77pted ; he is able to ſuccour them that are 
1-7-2: ed. | 


Wherefore he is able to ſave them to the , 25. 


$ 

07! ter10ff, that come unto God by Him, ſeeing 

e ever liveth to make Interceſſion for them. 

d, Finally Brethren, whatſoever Things are Phil. 4.8. 
nie, whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſo- | 

oa ver things are juſt, whatſoever things are 

no re, whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever 

nd inge are of good Report; if there be any 

108 tue, and if there be any Praiſe, think on 


theſe things. 
The 
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ON Y © 
- The Fifth Rule. 


"A FTER a convenient Clothing, 1 
| tire to offer God your. more. { 
lema Morning Sacrifice of Adoratioi 
Prayer and Praiſe, except ſome Buſine 
etxraordinary and of Neceſſity, oblige WW 
Delay: But be very careful and caution 
in admittigg this., When retired, endefi 
. vour to fix your Thoughts, by reading 
Portion of holy Scripture or Meditatio 
as in your Experience you find moſt proj 
fitable, and as your Time allows: Tak 
Care your bended Knees be accompanie 
with a Heart truly ſenſible of your. Ut 
worthineſs of ſo great a Privilege, and 
your Inſufficiency of your ſelf to perfor 
ſo great a Duty; of the ſacred Preſena 
you are in, and of the Excellency of till 
Divine Majeſty you adore, that ſo you maj 
the more earneſtly implore his Aſſiſtance 
and have your Prayers ſo qualified as to b 
indeed a- ſpiritual Sacrifice, holy, and ac 
ceptable unto God through Jeſus Chrilt. 


"3+ 2 Preparatory Prayer. 


i. ORD, ſhut out of my Mind all vail 

. Thoughts, with all worldly Re. 
de preſentations, that being empty of-mj 

% felt, and of all corporeal Images, 1 maj 

& be filled with Divine Light, and made cz 

4 pableof thy ſpiritual Preſence, which: 
| | lone 
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33 6 
lone is able to give fulnefs of Jay and. 
Pleaſure for evermore. 

« Lord, accept this my Morning Sacri- 
fice, offered up in Virtue of the great 
and only perfect Sacrifice of the Lamb 

Let the perfect Merit of that Sacri- 

fice ſupport the Weakneſs and ſatisfy 

for the Defects and Imperfections of 

this my Duty, which I perform in Obe- 2 

dience to Thy Commands, in a Sence of | = 

my own Neceſſities, of Thy Mercies, and _ _. 2 
of my intire Dependance on Thy Pro- 

| vidence. ieee oh 2 

« Aſſiſt me with Thy Grace, that I 

may worſhip Thee in Spirit and Truth 

acceptably through the Mediation of 

| Jeſus Chriſt my Lord and Saviour. © | 

And when thou prayeſt, thou ſhalt not be as Mat. 6. 5, 

Epocrites are : For they love to pray ſtand- | 

*in the Synagogues, and in the Corners of 

pe Streets, that they may be ſeen of Men. | 
erily I ſay unto you, they have their Reward. | 

| Bur thou, when thou prayeſt, enter into thy e . 

loſet, and when thou haſt ſhut thy Door, pray | 

thy Father which is in ſecret, and thy Fa- 

ber which ſceth in ſecret, himſelf ſhall reward 

ee openly. : . 

But when ye pray, uſe not Vain Repetitions, Yer. 7. 

s the Heathens do: For they think they ſhall | 


Ree heard for their much ſpeaking. by | 7 
mi Be not ye therefore like unto them: For r. % * 
Daf pur Father knoweth what Things ye have need. 01 F 
(If before ye at him. 9 | 
1 a: | 


on | After 
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Mat. 6. 9. Aſter this manner therefore pray ye, Ou 
05 Father, &c. ee ee eee 1 
Joln 4. The Hour cometh, and nom is, when ti 

true Worſhipers ſhall worſhip the Father | 
Spirit and Truth: For the Father ſeeketh ſui 
to worſhip Him. „ 
God 15-4 Spirit, and they that worſhip Hin 
muſt worſhip Him in Spirit and in Truth. 


0 


Per. 24. 


General Diſpofitions and Qualificat ions 
R 


FIIRST, you muſt pray with Faith, i 
1 the Stedfaſt Belief of the Being if 
God, of his Providence, His Promiſe: 
and whatever He has revealed in Hi 
Word, as Matter: of Faith and Duty. 
Heb. 11. Without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe Him 
'6. for he that cometh to God, muſt believe th 
He is, and that He is a Rewarder of then 
that diligently ſeek him. OLE 
John . And this is the Confidence that we have it 
iq. Him, that if we ack any Thing according 
His Will, He heareth us. | | 
1 John 3. And whatſotver we ak, we receive of Him 
22. © becauſe we keep His Commandments, and al 
thoſe Things that are pleaſing in-his Sight. 
Fer. 23. And this is his Commandment, that we ſpoull 
believe on the Name of His Son Feſus Chrif, 
and love one another as he gave us Com. 
mandment. 4 GRE aſt 
Fart . Thou believeſt that there is One God, that 
we. OP well : The Devils alſo believe and trem- 
"4 TO Tas 
But 


\ +& 
* 
\ - 
Wr 
5 


6 13 3 
But wilt thou know, O vain Man, e Jam. 1. 
aith without Works 1s dead. 20. 


1 1 will therefore that Men pray every where. to x 7pm: Na 
10 iſting up holy Hands, without * rath and 


Doubting. 

The effeftual fervent Prayer of a righteous Jam. 5.16. 

an availeth much. 

But let him ask in Cos nothing water " 1.6 

4 be. all Things whatſoever ye ſhal ak in Mu. 21. 

Prayer believing, ye ſhall receiue. $00 4 ; 
All that is asked in the Name of Chriſt ; | MY 

hat is, by his Authority, and according | 1 


o his Promiſes, all Things tending to your. 
ſalvation abſolutely, as Pardon of Sin, and 
Hanctifying Grace, and temporal Things 


onditionally, ſo far as ſhall be for God's 
Glory, in your own and the general Good : 
But to have a Right to theſe Promiſes, 
I ou muſt be a ſincere Penitent, and an 
obedient Believer. 
2490, You muſt pray with Fear. and Re- 
„ eerence, with reſpect to God's Infinite 


over, perfect Holineſs, Purity, and Om- 1 
=] iſcience, &c. 4 
e us have Grace whereby we may 125 eb. 12, 

o acceptably, with Reverence and gy 28. 
„%Fear. 
if, ps, holy, holy, is the Lord of Hoſts. | F. Al. 6. 3. 
ont Fear ye not me, ſaith the Lord? Will ye, 5.22. 


not tremble at my Preſence? 
bot Thou, even Thou art to be Ga. And 75 7 3. 
em wh may ſtand in Thy Sight, when Thou art 
angry? | 
[ » 
1 X There 


an . 


s > * 


4 1 * 


4. 
F 


| 2p 130. 


* 


Mat. 8. 8. 


Iſa. 37. 
15. 


Iſa. 29. 
13. 


Epheſ. 6, 


* 


Pſal: 145. 


Fr. 17. 


Ver. 18, 
a 19 - 


141 


There is Mercy with Thee, therefore ſha We 
Thou be feared. _ on 
 3dly, Pray with Homility, i in reſpect 19 2 
your own Unworthineſs and Weakneſs, 46 

Lord, J am not worthy that Thou ſhoulde ' L. 
come under my Roof, &. . 

For thus ſaith the High * Lofty O 
wha inhabitethᷣ Eternity, whoſe Name is Hoh ** 
I awell in the high and holy Place, with bi 4s 
alſo that is of a contrite and humble Spiri 
to revive the Spirit of the humble, and to re 
vive the Heart of the contrite ones. 10 

Athiy, Pray with Zeal and Attention. vn 

Wherefore the Lord ſaid, for as much 
this People draw near me with their Mouth 
and with their; Lips do honour. me, but bav 
removed their Heart far from me, and thei 
Fear towards me is hanger by the Precept of 0 | 
Man. 4 

Praying always with all Prayer and Sul 2 
plication in the Spirit, and ma thereunt wr 
with all Perſerverance. bo 

5thly, We muſt pray. with a pure Hean rſh 

and clean Hands, void of all ſinful Affe. 
ctions, and fully reſolved againſt all wil”, 
ful Diſobedience. 

The Lord is righteous in all his V. ays, an G 
holy in all his Works. N 

The Lord is nigh unto them r call po EF, 
Him in Truth. _ + 1 

He will fulfil the Deſire of them that ſer 
Him. He will N bear their Cry, and ſavt s 
them. S us 

. P. 
Wo 2 


The 


0 15 1 
e Sacrifice of the A is an Abomi- Prob. 13. 
ion to the Lord; but the Prayer + the y- 8. 
bt i: His Delight. i ot 

e that turneth away his Ear from hearing we 
Law, even his Re ſhall be Abomina- 


7 I regard 3 in my Heart, the Lord 50 66. 
not hear me. N | 18, 
Ws: bly, With Bodily Reverence. 7012 
come let us worſhip and bow down : Let Mat. 95. 
kneel before the Lord our Maker. | 

ind when he had thus ſpoken, he kneeled 49; 20. 
vn and prayed with them all. 26. 


mes of Prayer from Scripture Pre- 
cepts and SE | 
e one Lamb ſhalt io offer in the Morn Nam. 28, 
„and the other Lamb ſhale thou offer „ 
Rer. 
4nd they roſe up in the Mating early and 5 Sam. 1. 
ſhiped before the Lord. | \ "ſk 
o ſhew forth Thy loving Kindneſs in the Pal. 92; 
rning, and Thy Faithfulneſs every Night. OY 8 
ind Iſaac went out to meditate in the Field, Gen: '_ og 
the Even-tide. : : 68. 
My Voice ſhalt Thou hear betimes in the 
Nang. pony, In the Morning will J 1 5 
elt my Prayer unto Thee, and will look vp. 
In the Morning riſing up 4 great while be- Mar: 4 
e Day, he went out, and departed into 4 35: 
ttary Place, and there prayed. . * 
Peter went up upon the Houſe-Top to pray, A, 10. 
out the ſixth Hour. 


The h Swi : 


116 3 5 
Þfol. g. Evening, and Morning, and at Noon, will | 
85 pray and cry aloud, and he fhall hear my Voicl 
Dan. 6. 1o. Now when Daniel knew that the Writing 
was ſigned, he went into his Houſe, and hi 
Windows being open towards Fernſalem, WO 
| kneeled down upon his Knees three Times Wl 
Day, and prayed, and gave Thanks before H 
God, as he did aforetime. - rr 
Pſal. 119. Seven Times a Day do I praiſe Thee, nn 
164. cauſe of Thy Righteous Judgment. N 


Occaſional Hours of Prayer. 
R thy Ways acknowledge him, and H 
ſhall direct thy Paths. „ 

Z.nke 22. Pray that ye enter not into Temptation. 

- 7 1 * And whatſoever ye do in Word and Deel 

347 do all in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, Ft 
| Thanks to God and the Father by him. 

I Thel. 5. Pray without ceaſing. | | 4 
FD And the King ſaid unto me, For what dit 

1 thou mes Requeſt? So I prayed to the 6 
f Heaven. - 1 

Per. s. And ſaid unto the King, &C. | 
1 Sam. 1. And fhe was in Bitterneſs of Soul, and pray 

10. tothe Lord, and wept ſore. "0 


Ot the Obligation of Private Prayer. 


Mett.6.6. But than when thou prayeſt, enter into tit 
Cloſer ;, and when thou haſt ſhut thy Door, pra 
to thy Father which is in ſecret, &c. 


0 


17 


Or the Uſe of Forms of prayer. 


And he ſaid unto them, when ye pray, ſay, Luke TY 
ur Father, &c. Ks 
= Moreover, Hezekiah the King and the 2 Cbren. 
Finces commanded the Levites to ſing Praiſe 29, 39, 
7 ro the Lord, with the Words of David and 

Aſaph the Seer, and they ſang Praiſes 
% Gladneſs, and they bowed their N 
= worſhiped. | 


| Df the Obligation to publick Prayer. 


or where two or three are gathered roge- Mat. 19. 
mn 4d * Name, there am I in the midſt of 20. 


* . ine Houſe ſhall be called an Houſe of I's 56.7, 
Her for all People. | 

1. 4 ind ſhe was a Widow, which departed not Luke 2. 

7 the Temple; but ſer ved God with Faſting 37. 

Prayer Night and Day. , 

Blow the Trumpet in Sion, Jauiti;y a Faſt, Joe . 

| a ſolemn Aſſembly, "2 

at her the People, ſanctiſy the © Congregation, Ver. 16. 


mble the Elders, GC. 


A 
50 X 


[38] 


Of the ſeveral Hours or Diviſion ; 
of Daily Devotion. 


1. Morning Prayer. 
2. Evening Prayer. 


Theſe ſtated and conſtant, and for 
Pretence to be omitted, tho' they mai 
be ſhortned. 


A Morning Prayer. 


8 E T the Words of my Mouth, an 
5 the Meditation of my Heart, 
« now and evermore acceptable to Thee, 
« Lord, my Strength and my Redeemq 
% Moſt: great and Glorious Lord G0 
« who art an Eternal Infinite Spin 
« perfect in Wiſdom, Power, and Goal 
« neſs, the Fountain of Being, and of 
Perfections, Creator of Heaven and Eart 
« and of all Things therein, and the abl 
* Jute Ruler and Governour of t 
« Worldl thy poor Creature, made 
ter thy Image, in all Humility, proſtra 
my ſelf before Thee to adore and va 
ſhip Thee, and own all Dependance 
Thee. 1 
4 But, O my Father, I confeſs I n 
ſinned, by withdrawing my Obedien 


from Thee, to follow the blind Leal 
« i 


Lag] 
ings of my depraved Will and irregu- 
lar Appetites and Paſſions, and the cor- 
upt Cuſtoms of a ſinful Woold. I 
humbly pray Thee give me a clear 
Sight and deep Senſe of the Evil and 
Danger of theſe my Doings : Shew me 

effectually the odious Nature of Sin, 
how Sin is contrary to thy holy Na- 
ture and holy Laws; how it defiles with 
Stain and Guilt, and expoſes both Soul 
and Body to eternal Miſeries. 
« O Lord, I pray Thee, help me to 4 
humble my ſelf unfeignedly before Thee | A 
for all my paſt Sins, and work in me, 3 
by thy good Spirit, a true and ſincere <4 
Repentance ; ſuch a Repentance as con- | 
ſiſts in the thorow Change of the Mind, 
Heart, and Life. Help me, O Lord, to 
bewail, to hate, loath, and abandon eve- bs 
ry known Sin, and aſſiſt me with thy | 
Grace, that I may turn to Thee with all 
y Heart, that I may fly to thy infi- 
ite Mercy in Chriſt Jeſus, that through 
is Merits, Mediation, and Interceſſion, 
may obtain the Pardon of all my Sins & 
df every ſort and kind. | 
Neither is it Pardon alone I ask, but 
he Sanctification of my Nature, and of 
"WE! its Faculties, by thy holy Spirit. 
© That I may be enabled, by thy Grace, 
incerely to endeavour to live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly all my Days. 
„ O give me the Spirit of Adoption, 
and fill my Heart with Love and all 
C2. « Child- 


| [20] | 
cc Child-like Affections towards Thee, m 
& God and reconciled Father in Chriſt. 

« O make me at all Times to remem 
ber, that without Holineſs 1 can neve 
« come to Heaven, which is a Place of He 
c lineſs, into which no ſinful Perſon cat 
« ever enter. O Lord, I humbly- Pra 
© Thee, while I am in this World, guid 
« me by thy Counſel, ſtrengthen me | 
« thy Grace, and never leave me to n 
c ſelf; leave me not to the Malice 
« Wiles of evil Spirits, to the Power ( 
« any Temptation, to the Prevailing ( 
any corrupt Affection or ſinful Inelin 
ee $jon; 1 

« Make me, O Lord, continually watc| 
ful over my ſelf, over my Heart, Word 

and Ways, and make me faithful in t 

Diſcharge and Performance of 'all t 

particular Duties and Services Thou 1 

quireſt of me. And help me to tn 

in Thee at all Times; to be diredd 
protected, + and provided for by The 
and afſiſted by thy Grace to perſeve 
in the Ways of Truth, and Holine 
and ſincere Obedience, to the End 
my Days. - 

And as thy Mercy, O Lord, is 

all thy Works, to that infinite Men 

] commend my Fellow-Creatures. Lol 

they are Thane, pity their Ignorance al 
* Miſery, pardon their Sins, ſanctify tie 

Natures, enlighten their Minds, ti 
they may know, love, and obey Ti 
and be made capable of thy Men 


CC 4 ; 


Oo = 


* 


Can | 
nll and Salvation, of thy Fayour and Bleſ- 


« ſing : Bring in thy ancient People the 
mY © Jews; fill up the Fulneſs of the Gentiles; 


10 make them one Fold under one Shep- 
Jo © herd, Chriſt Jeſus. Unite and ſanctifie 
call ©* all that are called by thy holy Name: 
ral Fling down thoſe Walls of Separation, 
aid which in their Frowardneſs they have 
built up one againſt another. Break the 
„ Yokes and burſt the Bonds of all ſpi- 
> “ ritual Tyranny and Uſurpation 3 that 
er they may teach no longer for Doctrines 
g the Commandments of Men. Unite the 
ling Affections and Intereſts of all Profeſſors 
of thy Truth; let their Ends be thy 
atc| 0 Glory and the Good of Mankind. Set 
or up thy Kingdom in the Hearts ot 
in . Princes, Paſtors, and Rulers, that they 
1 hf may ſet up Thy Kingdom in the World. 
ou ll How long, O Lord, holy and true, 
mr} when wilt Thou take to thy ſelf thy 
Power and Reign? When wilt Thou 
make Thy Jeruſalem a Praiſe in the 
ſev Earth, that all Chriſtians, being purged 
linda} from Error and Ignorance, may ſerve 
End “ Thee in Spirit and Truth, that thy 
= uy Will may be done on Earth as it is 
is Off in Heaven. More eſpecially bleſs this 
en Church and Kingdom; make us a Na- 
, Lo tion wherein dwelleth Righteouſneſs ; 
nce . Juſt, Temperate, Pure, Lovers of Truth, 
fy ti * aboundiag i in Charity and good Works. 
18, ti. Bleſs the Queen, direct Her Counſels, 
y Ting” protect Her Perſon, and proſper all Her 
Mei“ juſt Undertakings: Make Her long a 
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<< Bleſſing to the World; an Inſtrument ih < 
« of thy Glory and Mercy here, and af 
« Partaker of both hereafter. And OW © 
« Thou who art the Lord of the Vine- < 
<« yard, ſend forth faithful Labourers into 
„ thy Vineyard: Endue them with Gifts << 
and Graces ſuitable to ſo high and excel. 
<< lent a Calling; and let thy good Spirit © 
<«« ſo direct their Studies, and accompanii © 
<< their Teachings, that they may be eff; 
<t feQual to the ſaving of themſelves an 
« thoſe that hear them. Bleſs us with“ 
* faithful Councellours, juſt Judges, dil 
gent Magiſtrates, and an induſtriougW* 
quiet, and religious Commonalty. Def 
© liver all that are in Affliction of Mind“ 
*© Body, or Eſtate; or ſanctifie thy Chae : 
© ſtiſement to their Profit. Bleſs, mor | 
<< eſpecially, all that are near or dear “ 
« me by Relation, Friendſhip, or Obli< 1 

< gation. Grant them all Things needfuMW* 1 
for their Sanctification and Salvation W* 1 
« ſocnlighten their Minds that they mayſW< 
*< ſerve Thee in Spirit and in Truth. I“! 
thy Fear go . e them, and thy Ble“ 
c ſing, follow them: Give them a du“ a 
«© Senſe of their Sins, and of thy MercicW* « 
«© Make them faithful in their ſeveral Cf“ 
lings, and ſhining Lights in their 6“ I 
© nerations: Unite our Hearts, that “f 
©e may live as Friends and Brethren her“ f 
*© and rejoice together in a bleſfed E tet“ c 
c nity hereafter. Bleſs my Family, gra 
them Health of Soul and Body: Keg 
them from sin and Error, and gral 
| & 1 
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nt“ we may all firſt ſeek thy Kingdom and 
ag © the Righteouſneſs thereof, and add unto 
OW © us ſuch Temporal Bleſſings as ſee meth 
ne- Thee good. Bleſs all that remember 
tog © me in their Prayers, or defire to be re- 
ft membred in mine: Diſcover to them 
“the Beauty and Excellency of Holineſs, 
ii © that they may heartily chnſe and embrace 
ang it. Reward all that have done me 
* Good, and pardon all that have done 
ang“ or wiſhed me Evil; work, in them ard 
rich me, all that Good that may make us 
a acceptable in thy Sight, through Jeſus 
ou © Chrift. | | - 
O moſt merciful Lord, as I depend 
« on thy free Bounty, for the Supply of 
* al my Wants, ſo | magnifie and bleſs 
* thy holy Name for all thy paſt and 
* preſent Mercies. I thank Thee for my 
„Being, and for a Nature capable of eter- 
* nal Felicity; for my Education, Pro- 
* motion, Friends, and Favour ; for any 
maß Degree of Health and Reputation; for a 
* Mind in any meaſure enlightened ; for 
** any Degree of Knowledge or Reaſon, 
any Opportunity and Capacity of diſ- 
cies cerning, or retaining Truth. As I am a 
„ Chriſtian, I bleſs Thee for my Baptiſm, 
** Inſtruction, Confirmation, and the Com- 
Y © forts of thy holy Table; for thy Long- 
"© ſuffering and Patience, which has not 
* caſt me off, nor puniſhed me for thoſe 
rau“ many grievous Sins I have committed, as 
Il moſt juſtly have deſerved : for thy re- 
rate {training Grace which jhas with-held me 
<Y C 4 L from 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ec 
cc 
ce 
cc 
cc 
cc 
CC 
cc 
cc 


CC 


cc 
Cc 
CC 
CC 
CC 
Cc 
CC 
( 
cc 
Cc 
C6 
CC 
CC 


fat. | 
from any the greateſt Sins; thy exci. 
ting and aſſiſt ing Grace, that has enabled 
me to do any the leaſt Good; for al 
internal and external Comforts ; for the 
Means of Grace and the Hope of Glory; 
for this Night's Preſervation, and for 
bringing me to the Beginning of thi 
Day.. O that this Day, and all my 
Days, may be employed in thy Service 
and to thy Glory, O that I may wal 
in the conſtant Awe of thy ſacred Pre 
ſence, in the offering up of my ſelf tg 
Thee in the Flames of Love, as a whok; 
Burnt-Sacrifice, in Acts of Adoratioq 
and Thankſgiving, Reſignation and Pe 
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pendance ; guard me with thy bleſſe I 
Angels, preſerve me from the Power ra 
wicked Spirits, and from a wickeWſe: 
World: Let thy good Spirit direds « 
and guide me, regulate my Wordsha 
and order my Converſation a-right ; {or 
influence all my Actions and UndertaWac: 
kings, that I may neither omit any OpMWeſc 
portunity of doing Good, nor fall Mea! 
any Temptation into any Evil. Eungs 
lighten my Underitanding in the KnowWul; 
ledge of Truth, fanQifie my AﬀeRicnsMWlerc 
and bring my Will to a perfect ConJWd i 
formity to thy holy Will. Teach meſſÞe, 
how to pray, how to hear and read thyſſ}d 
holy Word; let me not be aſhamed orfim« 
afraid to own my ſelf thy Servant ger 
+ and give me Courage and Wiſdom toſÞart 
dd my Duty: Make me all that Thoiſſotd 


+ lixeit, and pardon and reform whatever wi! 
5 6 offend; 
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effends Thee, that ſo being ſanctified 
by thy Grace, and living 1n thy Fear 
and Service, I may die in thy Favour, 
and be admitted to partake of thy 
Glory. N | 


* 


Our Father which art in Heaven, hallowed 
thy Name, QC. | | | 


Examination before Evening Prayer, 
OME time in the Evening, as moſt con- 


) venient, call over the paſt Day, going 
er in your Mind all the Time ſince your 


Wt Examination; and obſerve what Sins 
Deve been committed in Thought, Word, 
fe Deed, what Duties omitted, &c. what 
r races exerciſed, what Temptations re- 


ted, what Mercies received; how God 
as dealt with you in his Providence, and 
hatin you has occaſioned ſuch Dealings: 
or tho? we muſt not raſhly Judge of the 
Lacerity of others by God's Corrections, 
eſe being no certain Marks of His Diſ- 
eaſure, and much leſs are temporal Bleſ- 
ugs Seals of His Favour: Vet to the 
uly pious they are both diſpenced in 
ercy, and therefore are to be obſerved 
Id improved in the Exerciſe of ſome Vir- 
le, as Faith, Thankſgiving, Humiliation, 
nd Reſignation. Reflect alſo how your 
ime has been improved, and what Tem- 
Jer of Mind you have been in the moſt 
art of the Day. If this Examination is 


Thoiſot diſcharged with Seriouſneſs and Care, 
teverſÞ will grow cuſtomary and uſeleſs; and on 
end: 


the 


1 

the other hand, if needleſs Scrupuloſi 
is indulged, it will become tedious, at 
more ſuperſtitious than profitable: Then 
fore pray for a ſincere Heart, and n 
member you are in God's Preſence, wh 
cannot be deceived. Let God's Word | 
your Rule, and let Conſcience have fi 
Liberty to accuſe and repreſent yo 
Faults. Permit not your Paſſions to p 
falſe Gloſſes on your Actions, or to excu 
their own Rebellion; but conſider 1mp; 
tially how far Temptations have be 
yielded to; what Sin has been committ 
by evil Deſires, Deſigns, Words, or Deed 
Has not your Diſcourſe been unſavo 
Proud, vain-glorious, froward, &c. yo 
Actions ungodly, uncharitable, intemp 
rate? Have you not loſt a Day by Sl 
eiſhneſs or Negligence ? Why this ra 
Anger and Judging, and cauſeleſs Suſſ 
cions? Theſe wandring Eyes, thoſe ſtra 
ing Thoughts, theſe inconſiderate Word 
Should I have been angry for ſo ſlight 

Cauſe ? murmured againſt, or envied 
Neighbour's Proſperity ? been ſo impatie 
in ſuffering, ſo backward to Selt-Denial 
Should I have fo eagerly ſought my Es 
and the Satisfaction of my Humour, It 
tereſt, or ſenſitive Pleaſures? 
2. As to Omiſſions, Have you left n 
thing undone that was your Duty to dt 
and that you purpoſed to obſerve, an 
| had Opportunities for doing? as any Pat 
of Devotion, any Act of Charity, neig 
bourly Kindneſs, neceflary or uſeful Sel 
| | | dent 
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extraordinary Mercy received, or fign 
Providences ; alſo your MET and mor 
frequent Faults and Defects; but if ya 
have made any Vow or Promiſe to Go 
or Man, I would by all Means adviſe yq 
to ſet it down, often reading over th 
Catalogue of ſuch Promiſes, and takiy 
Care with all convenient Haſte to perfort 
the ſame: But *tis moſt adviſeable not t 
caſt a Snare on your ſelf by needleſs Pri 
miſes; for except where God has command 
ed or forbid, *'tis ſafeſt and beſt to kee 
your Freedom to do, or not to do, as y 
find moſt profitable, or as you are adv 
ſed by prudent Inſtructors, and the Cy 


ſtoms of the Church with which ye 
communicate. 


— 


" 


An Evening Prayer. 


ON. OS OO 0 7 OP 


| ie 
A 


as Almighty God and moſt merci 
wy Father in Chriſt jeſus, I preſet 
my ſelf before Thee in all Humility « 
« Soul and Body, to acknowledge th 
« Sovereign Authority, and my Depel 
« dance; to beg Pardon for my Sins, at 
« to return Thanks for thy many cout! 
„ nued Benefits and Bleſſings. O Lore 
« with Shame and Sorrow I confeſs, th 
« 3s T add Days to my Days, ſo 1 ad 
« Sins to my Sins. Even this Day, ho! 
“ have I forgotten Thee, my God, al 
c thy holy Laws: And for want of 
d due Awe of thy facred Preſence ll 

| CC ti 
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the Account I am to give of my Time; 
© and of all the Talents committed to my 
© Truſt, How. unprofitable have I been? 
© But alas! I have not only omitted 


yo what is Good, but committed what is 
= Ev. -.:. | : 
kin © Who can tell how often he offend- 
for eth? Cleanſe me, O Lord, from all my 
ot i ſecret Faults, and keep thy Servant 
Pr ever more from all preſumptuous Sins, 
jan that they get not a Dominion over 
„„ 8 | 

s vol © Impute not to me the Wandrings of 
adi my Mind, nor my idle Words, nor any 


© other of the Sins or Infirmities of the 
© Day. But whatſoever 1 have done amiſs, 
* graciouſly pardon, and deal not with 
© me after my Sins, nor reward me after 
© my Iniquities; But mercifully look up- 
don me, and for the Glory of thy moſt 
ce holy Name, turn from me all thoſe E- 
« vils which to my Sins, and to me for 
* them, are moſt juſtly and worthily 
due. | 

« Have Mercy upon me after thy great 
« Goodneſs, and according to the Mul- 
« titude of thy Mercies do away my Of- 
* fences : Forgive the Guilt, waſh away 
Lor“ the Stains, deliver me from the Tyran- 
„ tha ny of si. O make me not an Exam- 
| ad ple of thy Wrath. O my God, who 
„ hol © art greater than my Heart, and know- 
„ al“ eſt all things, permit me not to deceive 

of my ſelf by an ill-grounded Hope and 
e, an“ partial Repentance. O aſſiſt me in a 
Fs thi | . ce ſin- 
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& ſincere Endeavour to turn from every 
c evil Way, and to turn to Thee with all fl 
e my Heart. | 5 ” 
& And now, O Lord, as I beg Mercy 1. 
« for my ſelf, ſo for all Mankind, in the fe 
„Name and for the Sake of the great C 
« Mediator between God and Man, Chriſt $ 
„ Jeſus my Lord. 0 
& O Lord, haſten that longed for Time © 
« when all the Earth ſhall know and 0 
« obey thy holy Laws. ws : 
« O let the Light of thy Truth fo in“ 
« fluence the Minds of all Chriſtian peo U 
6 ple, that they may walk as Children off . 
<« Light, and ſuitable to their holy Pro- 
ce feſſion. | 5 
« Inſpire all Kings and Governours with, ® 
de great Wiſdom and Charity, and mak. 
e them like to Thee the Lord of all, wh F 
& art good unto all, and pleaſed in Mercy, © 
« Endue the Paſtors of thy Church i 
ce with true Knowledge, Piety, and Zeal, x 
e and give all Chriſtian People Grace tou 7 
receive their Inſtructions with meek, 
4 humble, and obedient Hearts. : . 
„ Hear the daily Prayers of the Ca-. c 
c. tholick Church, and let the Truth as it. : 


<.'is in Jeſus prevail, and Peace be in all, 
her Borders. Supply the Wants of all 8 
« afflicted People, according to thy Fa- 


* lations, all who deſire my Prayers, or 


*« therly Mercy and their Neceſſity. ; 1 
«« I commend to thy gracious Prote -. 1 
« Ction and Bleſſing, all my Friends, Re-. 1] 


6 1n 


* 


CT. 
© in Chriſt Jeſus that Death may never 
find us unprepared, but living or dy- 
ing we may be Thine. And now, O 
Lord, I bleſs and adore thy holy Name 
for the continued Manifeſtation of thy 
Goodneſs this Day to me, and all thy 
rig Creatures. 


create the Interchanges of the Day and 
Night, who haſt delivered me from the 
Evils of this Day, who haſt not cut 


jn this Day, before Night, haſt made an 
End of me. | | 

« O Lord, I bleſs Thee for all the good 
Things continually received by me or 


iti mine, particularly for being kept from 


wilful Sin, for overcoming any Tem- 
* ptation, for Grace and Opporthni- 
ty to do any good Work: Alſo I 


oe. thank Thee for any ſanctified Chaſtiſe- 
ea ment and Affliction: O my God, as long 
. 90 as J live, will I magnifie Thee. 


« Thou haſt granted thy loving-kind- 
© neſs in the Day Time, and in the Night 


c. Seaſon will I make my Prayer unto the 


© God of my Life. And now, O Lord 
al my God, as the Day is vaniſhed and 
au gone, fo doth my Life vaniſh. 

« The End of the Day, ſo of my Life, is 
at hand : Remembring this, I beſeech 
Thee, O Lord, that the End of my 


* it it pleaſe Thee, without grievous 
| | cc” Fun. 


« Bleſſed art Thou, O Lord, who didſt 


off my Life in the midſt of my Sins, nor 


Re- Life may be Chriſt ian and acceptable to 
Thee without Sin, without Shame, and 
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& Pain, gathering me together with thin 


Pays of Darkneſs, that I be not caſt on 
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« Elect, when Thou wilt, and as Tho 
r . f 
% And grant that I may ſo remember thin 


ce into utter Darkneſs, but prevent th 
Night of Death, by doing ſome Good 
ce that ſo I may give a joyful Account: 
the great and awful Tribunal of Ghril 
« Jeſus. .O Lord, give Reſt to me th: 
„am weary, grant me wholſome Slee 
** and to paſs this Night without Fea 

« Deliver me from the Terrors of t 
© Night, and from the Peſtilence thi 
** walketh in Darkneſs. Preſerve me th 
Night from all Evil. O Lord, keep n 
* Soul. | | 5 

„ Lighten mine Eyes that I ſleep not 
« Death. Let my Sleep be a Reſt, as fro 


“ Labour, ſo from Sin, and free from «if D 
„wicked and earthly Imagination. Guan: 
« me with thy holy Angels. req 


« And feſtrain the Malice of my new 
* ſleeping inviſible Enemies: Preſerve ti , 
* Habitation from Fire and Thieves, an 


64 all other ſad Accidents. E 

< Let the Wings of thy Mercy ſhadol „ 

me, and grant I may be early up or 

x7 Praile and worſhip Thee. ing 
5 


Lord, into thy Hands I comme th. 

<© my Spirit, my Soul and Body. Id 
* O my God, truſting in thy Mercie Pu 

*© I will lay me down in Peace, and talſſon 

e my Reſt, for it is Thou Lord only, ti 

*« makeſt me to dwell in Safety. 
Our Father, &c. Lov 
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ff Look on your Bed as an Emblem of 


your Grave, and diſpoſe your ſelf to a 
willing and reſigned Submiſſion to God, 
in reſpect of the Time and Manner of your 
Death; Hoping for Pardon for Chriſt's 
Sake, who has taken away the Sting of 
Death and the Horror of the Grave, and 
rejoice that you are one Day's Journey near- 
er. your Home, and the being out of the Poſ- - 
ſibility of offending God by Sin or Error; 
repeat ſome proper Verſes of the Pſalms, 
or other Parts of Scripture, And when 
you cannot ſleep, employ your Thoughts 
n pious Meditations and Ejaculations, 
raying either for ſick and dying Perſons, 
for thoſe in Storms 'or Perſecutions, or 
for the Converſion of Infidels, or for your 
bwn happy Death, &c. as your Devotion 

olt inclines you. . 5 

Next to your daily private Morning 
ind Evening Prayer, attend thoſe in the 
amily or Church conſtantly, at leaſt as 
requently as your neceſſary Buſineſs, and 
he Duties of your Calling will admit. 

And to thoſe that have convenient Lei- 
ure, I further recommend the Three fol- 
owing Subjects for Meditation and Prayer. 
I. Set a- part a Quarter or half an Hour 
or a general Interceſſion, particularly du- 
ing theſe Times of War, or when any 
other publick Calamities are felt or fear- 


Subject of your Meditation you may take 
ſome Portion of holy Scripture out a 
| : | D the 


d, or any great Ble ſſing deſired. For the ; 
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| the hiſtorical or prophetical Parts of the hne 
Old Teſtament. Ss . 


An Example of this Rule. 


"I 2 E AR, O Heavens, and give ear, 0 

| II Earth, for the Lord bath ſpoken, © 
' This.is ſomething very aſtoniſhing anc 
wonderful, very well worth the Conſide 
ration of all rational Beings, that Heave 
and Earth, that is the whole Creation, i 
ſummoned to be the Hearers, and not of 
ly to hear, but to judge between God an 

His Creatures | 5 

; The Prophet does repreſent God thu 
pleading with Man, I have nouriſhed an 
bred up Children, and they have rebelled again 
"me: And can there be any Thing mon 
amazing, than that Man ſhould forget GolMor; 
and withdraw his Dependance from th 
Supreme Being to whom he owes his ow! 
Exiſtence, who made him ſo noble a Cres 
ture, gave him thoſe divine Faculties 0q 
Knowledge and Wiſdom, Memory, Speec 
and Freedom; ſubjected him to Laws | 
Rene and equitable, that what was al 
& of Duty, was alſo a Means of Man 
'Happineſs and Perfection; and yet ſuper 
added 'the Promiſe of a future Reward 
(to that his Obedience) that ſhould be bot! 

perfect and endleſs ? | 
O my God, How long ſhall Men, wh 
owe All to Thee, rebel againſt thy Gover! 
ment, and their own Happineſs? O 
waKken them into the Conſideration wh 


th 


ad for what they 


_— 
- 
S 7 a 


y are: That they hold 
zeir Being by thy good Pleaſure; and 
at tis meet they employ. that Be- 


g for the Ends of its Creation, ſince 
he departing from thoſe Ends muſt necef- 
rily be its Deprivation and Deſtruction. 
The Ox knoweth his Owner, and the Aſs per. 3. 


s Maſter's Crib : but Iſrael does not know, my 
eople do not conſider, Thoſe Creatures 
at haye no other Guide than Senſe and 
ſtint, yet learn to love and depend on 
hatever conveys Good to them: Only 


an, who, tho capable of governing his 


nſes by Thought and Freedom, yet neg- 
&s to employ his Faculties of Reaſoning, 
diſcover the Author of his - Happineſs, 
id the ſupreme End of his Nature; but 
ther imploys his Thought to eſtabliſh a 
ore abſolute Subjection under the Ty- 
nny of his Senſes and Paſſions, than Na- 
re and Inſt int ſubjects thoſe Creatures 
, whoſe chief Happineſs is plac'd in the 
eſent Gratification of their Senſes: Shall 
e flerceſt and moſt ſtupid Brutes be made 


ne and governable, by the repeated Be- 


its of thoſe who feed them; and ſhall 
an, who every Moment poſſeſſes ſo many 
eſſings by the Permiſſion and Appoint- 
ent of the Giver of every good Gift, 


et his Benefactor; and rather than own 
e Right of his Subjection, and render a 
e Obedience, call in Queſtion the Equi- 


of his Laws, or deny the Author of 
oſe Benefits ? = 3 
9 D 2 O mi- 


by 


to Anger, they are gone away backward: - 


neſs rather than Light, becauſe their De 
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O miſerable Incogitance ! O may th 
continual Need we have of thy Mere 
preſerve in us a conſtant Awe of t 
Government, that we may fo conſider olf© 
Dependance on Thee, as to pay Thee 
leaſt a ſincere, if not an unerring Obed 
knee. e Bi wo 1 

Ab ſinful Nation! a People laden with 
quity, 4 Seed of Evil-Doers : Children th 
are Corrupters, they have forſaken the Ln 
they have provoked the holy One of Iſrael i 


Here is the Eſſence and Root of 8 
Independency on God, or the not er 
forming dur Will to the Will of tha: 
Being that made us, and has a Right 
govern us: But we wilfully corrupt t 
Rule He gives us, and ſo take to 
ſelves an independent Dominion over 
ſelves: 5 


_ How juſtly may God take up this Co 
plaint againſt this Church and Natiogfſ. 7 
And how near a Reſemblance do we be 4 


to the ſtubborn 1/raelites 5 we, who, li 
them, have been a peculiar Inſtance 
God's indulgent Mercy, laden with 
Sorts of Benefits? We live in the clear 
Light, have the greateſt Advantages 
Divine and Humane Learning : But ho 
often is it employed to confound rat 
than find out Truth? How often is Tn 
corrupted by Intereſt and Humour, Paſſi 
and Prejudice? And how many love Da 


are evil? : 


5 % | O Lori 


0 Lord, we have juſtly provoked thy 

anger, by the Abuſe of thy Mercy; but 

Dd forſake us not utterly: Save, Lord, ar | 

pe periſh. We have gone backward fromm 
hee, and from our own Happineſs ; but | 

) turn Thou us again for thy Name's ſake. 


11 Why ſhould ue be ftricken any more; ye Ver, 5, 
revolt more and more; the whole Head 
Lu ſick, and the whole Heart is faint. | 

el God tries by his Corrections to awaken 


is Creatures into a Senſe of their . De- 


f Sf@cndance upon Him; for tho' he does not 

coMrce the Freedom of their Minds, which 
as to deſtroy that Sort of Creature he 
ght ad made Man to be; yet he uſes all the ; 
pt leans to awaken his Faculties of thinking 9 
o nd judging, and by Corrections to convince 


im, that tho' he may deny God his Obe- 
tence, yet he cannot eſcape His Dominion 


* 


t Puniſhing. = | 

Te will revolt more and more. God pu- 
ſhes in order to reform and purify : 
Vhen that End, thro? Man's determined & 
Dbſtinacy and Depravation, is not to be — Go 


ws tained, God leaves him to himſelf, and to 

JearWoſe natural Conſequences of Evil, which, 

ges ithout any Pre- ordination of God, follows , 
it han, and which at laſt ends in the Miſe- 


es of eternal Darkneſs; for while our 
Tul orrection is from God, it has an End of 
paſſulercy to our ſelves or others; but the 
„Dalliſeries of the Reprobate are the natural 


Du neceſſary Effects of his refuſing Good 
d chuſing Evil. ES 
Lor | | FD 
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O my God, tho? we have deſpiſed t 
| Chaſtiſements, as well as abuſed thy Me 
I Bo cies, yet leave us not to our ſelves, to th 
diſmal Conſequences of our Sins and Fol) 
Try us even with Fire, ſo Thou conſun 
1 pur Droſs. Let thy Rod as well as t 
2% Staff comfort us, that we may heart 
Is. | Rod and him that hath appointed it; re 
our Sin in our Puniſhment; and ſay, it y 
good for us that we were corrected; 
tho' before we were puniſhed: we we 
wrong, yet now we have kept thy Ce 
mand ments. O Lord, how grievous! 
ever thy Corrections may be, may t 
yield to us the peaceable Fruits of Ri 
teouſneſs, and then we will rejoice. 
Thus goon, making ſome ſhort Reflecti 
and Applications, with ſuitable Acts of] 
Feng votion, where the Text affords proper 
_ - | | ter for it, and the Senſe is eaſie; the obſq 
11 A or leſs affecting Paſſages paſs over wil 
ſingle Reading, being longer or ſho 
as your Time allows; and conclud 
with ſome general Interceſſions, ſuch as me 
own Thoughts ſuggeſt, or as you may! 

in this or other Books. 
oz In like manner out of the hiſtorical p. 
. | of the Scriptures, you may draw m 
a uſeful Meditations, either for. Imitation 
what was Good, or for Caution in w 
was blameable. Nor muſt you think 
= any Sin 1s more excuſable becauſe { 
us - | good Perſons have fallen into it Mid 
= Paſſages being ſet down for Warnings, f 
to ſhery the Integrity of the Writer, 
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EG. kh. +, 
not for Encouragement to Sin, but to Re- 
pentance : And if any one, becauſe David 
W was pardoned after thoſe horrid Sins he 
FOI was guilty of, is tempted to think lightly 
nſunſ of ſuch heinous Crimes; let him reflect, 
as till beſides the Horror and Smart of his Re- 
Ir i pentance, what terrible and moſt exem- - 


1 


plary Puniſhments attended him, in the 

urder and Defilement of his Children, 
ia their Rebellion and Ingratitude ; and 
then I believe. the moſt beſotted Sinner, 
oF who is not quite poſſeſt by evil Spirits, 
will own that none of the falſe Pleaſure he 
ay tiWexpets from the Gratiſication of Paſſion 
and Senſuality, will make Amends for 
thoſe diſmal Conſequences that always do 
in Whole, or in Part, attend Sin. Indeed 
the whole Hiſtory of the Bible 1s to ſhew 
the diſmal Conſequences of withdrawing 
from our Dependance on Gov: As in the 
Fall of Adam, and the Miſcries that Sin 
introduc'd, which is ſet out in the Plagues 
f Agypt; The 40 Years wandriag, and 
many fevere Chaſtiſements of the Children 
of Iſrael : In the exalting and defending good 
Kings and Rulers, and in the debiling and 


[eau 
of! 
er 
obſa 
' Wit] 
clud 
14S) 
nay! 


al Ppuniſhing bad ones; and eſpecially ſuch as, 
vw my ſetting up Idolatry, made way for all o- 
ationMber Corruptions : Alſo in order to prepare 
in for the clearer Belief of futyre Rewards 
ink nd Paniſhments, to ſer forth how the 
ſe Miſobeying od was both the natural and 


Judicial Cauſe of moſt of the Puniſhments 
of this Life; and on the other fide, that 


= 
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piety was generally rewarded with fignWPry 
_ *- Bleſſings. : Dn Sp 
A General Iuterceſſion. Ut 
288 oat | „Re 
« N LMIGHTY God, Creator of a] lit 
ot Things, and Judge of all Meſſ ſtr 
« Thou Fountain of Being and Bleſſedne\Mthi 
« extend thy Mercy and Compaſſion tan 
c all Mankind: Remember them all fes! 
« Good; lead them to true Faith a Htit 


C Repentance; be reconciled to them 
< in Chriſt Jeſus, and grant unto all ti. 
ce Peace and Love. 1 8 for 

cc O that the Sun of Righteouſneſs mig 
« be ſo manifeſted, as to give Light 
«thoſe who ſit in Darkneſs, and in t 
« Shadow of Death, and teach them tt 
« Way to Life and Immortality; a 
„ grant, Lord, that thoſe who know ut 
« the Law, may be a Law unto then 
<« ſelves, their Conſciences accuſing « 
«© excuſing, according unto Right. 

„Call home thy once beloved Peop| 
„ the Jews: take off the Veil from the 
Hearts, that they may know Him 
e whom Moſes and the Prophets did writt 
eto be the Meſſias and Saviour of th 
<« World ; that ſo both Few and Gent 
may be brought to the Knowledge 0 
the Lord Jeſus, and to a Participation be- 
all the Benefits of the new Covenant. 

O Thou who art of purer Eyes tha 
* to behold Iniquity with Approbatio 
*6 ſo manifeſt thy ſelf to the World by th 

Gy Ee... — ͤ 
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CRE. 
Providence, and the Influences of thy 
Spirit, as to convince and convert from 
Sin and Error, the Unbeliever and the 
Ungodly :- Diſcover to their darkned 
Reaſon the deſperate Madneſs of Infide- 
lity, and the foul Deformity and de- 
ſtructive Folly of Immorality. Free 
them from the Power of evil Cuſtoms, 
and from that wretched and ſhameful 
Slavery they are under to their Appe- 
tites and Paſſions; and accept to Mercy 
and Pardon in every Nation, all ſuch 
as fear Thee and work Righteouſneſs, 
for the Sake of Chriſt Jeſus the Saviour 
of all Men, but eſpecially of them that 
believe. | 


1 thi Bleſs, O Lord, the Congregation of 
1 till Chriſtian People; unite their Hearts 


dy the great. Principle of Divine Chari- 
ty, that they may no longer hite and 
devour one another, leaſt in thy juft 
udgment Thou giveſt them up to be de- 
royed one of another: Suffer no longer 


*eopMChriſtians to uſurp unjuſt Dominion 
thelover each other, or think to ſerve Thee 
im y unjuſt Perſecutions of one another. 
wrüchgut grant, O God of Truth and Holi- 
f tiWeſs, that the good Tree may be known 
7 ent\by its good Fruits, and the perfecteſt 
ige Faith ſhine forth in the moſt perfect O- 
tion gbedience, and an inlightned Mind be ac- 


ompanied with a ſanctified Heart. Heal, 
O Lord, our cauſeleſs Diviſions ; free us- 


ationrom the Miſtakes of Ignorance, Super- 
f ti Mition, and Prejudice, reforming what- 
dene | | 


« ever 


ee ever is amiſs : in the Belief or Live 
„ Chriſtians, that all who profeſs true 


** -ſhipand obey the Author of their 


Ul 


4] 


% ligion, may obey the Laws of their ta! 
« venly Maſter, to the Honour of of 
ce Profeſſion and their own eternal H. 
„ Pines. all 
“ How long, O Lord, ſhall the Ido tr 

< and ſinful Lives of Chriſtians harden V 
„Enemies of true Religion againſt V 
*.Trath ? 57 
Deliver, O Lord, the Weſtern Chu 9! 
from the miſerable Yoke of Papal UM 3! 
*-pation, that Idolatry, Superſtition WM © 
% Cruelty may be no longer ſapportedMW' 
its Authority, nor the Command t 
„of Men injoined as the Doctrine !! 
„ Chriſt : Give Light and Liberty of MW & 
< to all ſuch devout Perſons who ignor{ f 
* ly, and by Shows of Humility and WW k 
«© Worſhip, are kept in the HabitationM'-5 
* Darkneſs and Deluſion, and lead then. 
+ thy Word and Spirit into the ſtr | 
paths of Divine Truth, pardoning WF I 


Errors of all ſuch as in Sincerity v 


ing, according to their degrees of Ly 
and Knowledge. 
« © Thou God of Mercy and Comp 
ſion, deliver, in thy good Time, 
once glorious Churches of the Eaſt, 1 
under the cruel Tyranny of Infide 
comfort and ſupport them under 
« their Sufferings; free them from tit 
« temporal Seryitude, and their m 


ns 
8 


« grievous Bondage of Ignorance and! 
| te 
fi 


„ 


ves ror, and reſtore, that Purity of Doqr ine 
ne and Holineſs of Life which was at firſt 


ir taught by the Apoſtles and Follow ers 
f 7 of Chriſt. = 95 * | : : 1 5 1 —_ 8 | 
“ Bleſs and protect, O Lord; all Churches 


and States profeſſing and maintaining ; 


do true Religion 10 according to thy | holy 
den Word. O. let not any hold the T ruthin 


Unrighteouſneſs; but ſo write thy Law 
on their Hearts, that their Wills, A ffedti- 
ons, Lives and Conyerſations may be ſuch 
as becometh the Chr iltian Inſtitution. 

« Unite the Hearts of Princes and Pa- 


am thy Kingdom in Righteouſneſs and Ho- 


{ lineſs, that ſo the Mountain of the Lord's 
© Houſe may be exalted, and all Nations 
flow into it, ' bleſſing with the beſt of thy 
* Bleſſings all who ſeek the Peace of thy 
6 Jeruſalem ;, may Peace be within their 
„Walls, and Plenteouſneſs within their 
* Falaces, and may all that love her proſ- 
( . # oy 3 
« Preſerve this Church and Nation from 
* all Diſtreſs and Danger: O that theſe 
** Iſlands may be Habitations of Righteouſ- 
* neſs, ſeparated from the Pollutions of 
„ the World, and abounding in the Know- 
** ledge and Love of God. O continue to 
* us the Wonders of thy Love and Mer- 
** cy, and let thy Goodneſs lead us to 


er “ Repentance; and when thou correcteſt, 
1 th © O let it be in Meaſure to amend, not 

nig! do deſtroy us; and leave us not to our 
ad “ ſelves, 
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<< ſelves, neither deliyer us into the Hau th 
& of Men whoſe Mercies are cruel. 


W. 

O Thou who art the Lord of Lorin 
and King of Kings, defend all Chriſti an 
“ Princes to whom Thou haſt given F 
« Right of Government ; bleſs them 
« the juf Execution of their Power ri 
% Authority; make them ever mindful I th 
<< the Rule and Obligation of their C 
« miſſion, in being a Terror to Evil- Do 

i: and a Praiſe to them that do well; ml © 


„them Examples of Holineſs and Juſli 
and zealons to promote both in 
« World. And, O Thou juſt Judge of 
% Men, reſtrain the Violence of lay ce 
* Tyrants, who abuſe their Power to Nu 
de and oppreſs the Innocent. $9 
„ Bleſs, O Lord, with the beſt of 
© Bleſſings, our Gracious Queen; eſtabl 
„ her Throne in Righteouſneſs ; ' fubl 
&< all her Enemies; let a divine Direct 
*« influence all her Reſolutions, that 
< Counſels may be wiſe, and her Und: 
* takings ſucceſsful; teach Her to diſc H 
< between the Righteous and the Will Pc 
* ed; to protect the one, and reform de 
« other; that under her Government th 
„People may lead peaceable Lives in ſo 
Godlineſs and Honeſty. _ re 
e Set faithful Men to be Biſhops th 
<« Paſtors over thy People, and endif ju 
„ them with all thoſe Gifts and Grady ©& 
« that are needful to the ſucceſsful HN 
<« charge of their Miniſtry : Grant th an 
may ſeek the Truth ſincerely, and te 


a 


0 ; 
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it diligently with Meekneſs, inſtructin 
thoſe who oppoſe themſelves, not witt 
worldly Wiſdom as Men Pleaſers, but - 
oY in all things ſhewing Uncorruptneſs, 

and being themſelves Examples to their 
Nock. 75 5 
m Give unto our Councellours the Spi- 

r a rit of Wiſdom and thy holy Fear, that 
they may ſee in this their Day the 
Coll Things that make for the Intereſt of 
Truth, and Peace, and Holineſs, 

“ O righteous judge of Men and An- 

uſt gels, direct and bleſs the Judges and 
1 WF Magiſtrates of this Land; inſpire them 

with Fidelity, Courage, and a true Diſ- 

wil cernment, that they may pronounce an 
0 ll upright Sentence, doing nothing by Par- 
tiality 3 not juſtifying the Wicked for 


tab neſs of the Righteous from him; that 
ſuba their Hands may be clean from taking 
ect Bribes, and their Ears from concealing 
Blood; that they may deliver the Poor 
Ind when he crieth, and him that hath no 
liſcgg Helper, reſcuing the Oppreſſed from the 
Wich Power of the Oppreſſor ; that they may 
m il defead the Stranger, the Fatherleſs and 
nt the Widow, having no reſpe& of Per- 
; 11. ſons, nor fearing the Reproaches of Men; 
remembring that for all thoſe Things 
they themſelves ſhall be brought into 
Judgment. | > 
“Fill all thoſe who ſwear by thy holy 
Name, with a holy Awe of thy Power 
and Juſtice, that ſo they may do it in 
95 * Truth, 


a Reward, or taking away the Righteouſ- 


— ** . 
IF } 

* >; 
©. 


* remembring it is the Oath of God, wif! 2 
% will not hold guiltleſs thoſe who ſwe 


| & chant and Seamen, proſperous Wind 


% 
„ 
, 


& Truth, in Righteonſneſs, and judg meu 


* falſly. And, O deliver this ſinful La 
« from the Guilt of falſe and deceitf 
* Quilts -: 0/970 30 GMT 04 

“ Grant, O Lord, to the Religious M 


& and ſucceſsful Voyages; preſerve the 
« from Shipwrack, from the Violence 
46 Enemies, and from all the Injuries 
4 deceitful and wicked Men; that fro 
© Senſe of thy Mercies, they may by th ei 
« Chriſtian Converſation, Juſtice and C 
<< rity, endeavour to convert the Ig 
& rant and Unbelieving to the Obedien 
of the Faith. 01. 

« Bleſs, O Lord, the honeſt and ini 
&< ſtrious Husbandman, Artificer, and 
% beurer, with all Things convenient | 
e their Support and Comfort. Give th: 
c“ Grace not to oppreſs ir over-reach ea 
other, and to enjoy thy Bleſſings wi 
« thankful and contented Hearts. 

« O Lord of Hoſts, whoſe Power 
<« Creature is able to reſiſt, grant Prot 
« ion and Victory to all ſuch Fleets a 
« Armies as are any where ſent out | 
« defend the Oppreſs'd, or ſuccour t 
c Innocent, O never let the Standard 
« Truth and Juſtice fly before their En 
„ mies; but bleſs the righteous Ca 
* with Honour and Succeſs. 


& O Tho 
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o Thou, who willeſt not the Death 
f a Sinner, but rather that he repent 
nd live, deliver all thoſe who are cap- 
vated by Sin or Error; and grant that 
l who ſuffer the juſt Puniſhment of 
heir Sins, may by that Means be 
rought to Repentance, taking Shame to 
hemſelves, and giving Glory to Thee; 
nd ſo far as may conſiſt with the good 
oyernment of thy Creatures, fit them 
dr temporal and eternal Mercy; and 
rant that all thoſe who ſuffer for well- 
loing and Righteouſneſs Sake, may re- 
oice that they are counted worthy not 
nly to believe, but alſo to ſuffer for 
[ruth and Holineſs. Re: 
O Thou Father of Mercies and God 
f all Comfort, look with Pity and 
ompaſſion on all that are in Miſery : 
eal the Sick, eaſe thoſe in grievous 
Pains, ſpeak Peace to all afflicted Minds, 
II who are oppreſs'd with Doubts, or 
ears, tempted to Deſpair, Self-Mur- 
er; all in Priſons, in the Mines or 
alleys, or condemned to die. Have 
Wicrcy upon all Orphans, Widows, 
trangers; on all Women with Child, 
nd young Children, and all that labour 
nder extream Neceſſity, or great Af- 
liction. 
Have Mercy, O Lord, on all thoſe 
ho are dying, for thy Son's ſake, 
ho gave his Life a Ranſom for many; 
t and prepare them, by Faith and Re- 
entance, for a ſafe and men 
| | C- 


MIS 


* Departure; and grant ſuitable Supp 
Truth; and pour down an abund 


de doing Good to Mankind; by conver 


* Qing the Ignorant, ſupporting the! 
e and Needy, and adminiſtriag Ri 
and Comfort to the Miſerable. 
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cc to their Friends and Relations. 
O Thou God of Grace and In 
« confirm all who ſtand in Grace 


« of thy Bleſſings on all ſuch pious] 
* ſonsas have undertaken auy good W. 
«that they may bring Glory to Thee 


< the erroneous and the Sinner ; in 


Give to all married Perſons the G 
© of an unſpotted Fidelity and endes 
Concord: Preſerve young Perſons 
« the Snares of evil Cuſtoms, and the 
© luſfions of ungoverned Paſſions. 

“ Bleſs the Univerſities of the 
c with all Schools and Seminaries of 
« Learning, that they may anſwer thel 
de of their Inſtitution, by promoting 
«© tue and true Religion. 

e Supply, O Lord, all who call on I 
*© with ſuch Aſſiſtance and Supports a 
© ſuitable to their Places, Callings, | 
© ceſſities, and Temptations ; that H 
% lity and Purity, Truth and Mercy, 
ce ſtice and Temperance, may abe 
more and more. | 

« Grant Forgiveneſs to all my Enen 
« and all: Mercies ſuitable for them, 
© turn their Hearts to Peace and Cl 


ty. Grant me the Grace to forgive 
| 8 cc feignel 
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feignedly, and true Wiſdom to over- | 


come their Evil with doing them Good. 


„ beg Mercy and: Pardon for all who 
have tempted me to any Sin, or been 
tempted by me; for all who deſite my 
Prayers, or pray for me; for thoſe who 


have not Leiſure; and are juſtiy hinder- 


ed from the Benefits of Prayer. More 


eſpecially, I commend to thy Fatherly 
Mercy, all my Relations, Friends, and 


Benefactors: Deliver, O Lord, both 
them and me from all Evil, and give 


us all. good Things in ſuch Propor- 
tions as are convenient for us, for the 
Sake of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord and Ad- 
vocate, in whoſe holy Name and Words 


| commend my ſelf and all I have prayed 


for to God's infinite Mercy. 
Our Father, &c. 


YOU may ſometimes vary the Matter 
your Interceſſion, or inſiſt leſs or more 
any Part of the foregoing Particulars, as 
ime or the Neceſlity of thoſe you pray for 
quires; for *tis: almoſt endleſs: to enu- 
rate either all the Perſons or their Ne- 
flities, which may be the Subject of your 
Rennes oli, OED] 

The ſhorteſt Direction is, to pray for 
em as for your ſelf, which is one Way 


ſnewing you Love them as your ſelf: 


dnſider if you were in their State, what 
moſt to be deſired, and ask the ſame 
them, and extend this more generally 
particularly as you have Time and 

| * Affection, 
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Affection, ſometimes in one manner, bone 2 
times in another. enn | Wy 
All that come ln your Rnowlely NE. 
are the Subjects of your Prayers: and td. 
you can't relieve, you may pray for Are 
and that way endeavour to hel Ip the Mf! 
ſeries and ſupply the Wants of all, ahr 


do Good t all, more eſpecially to the 
who are of the Houſhald of Faith. Da n 
think this a vain Repetition, and a needk 
Soliciting Providence, Who is doubtleſs q 
ways gracious, and needs not our Impa vet 
tunities to ſnew Mercy, if we are but 
to Toceive it. - Not to enter into Diſput 
on this Head, how far ſuch Prayers al 
bone ficial to thoſe we pray for; thus f 
all muſt allow, that we are commanded 


pray for all, and that it has a natural T d⸗ 
dency to make us pitiful and compaſiWve 
nate, and to diſpoſe us to help thoſe / all 
Pray for to our Power; it nouriſhes a ge 
nevons and beneficent Temper, opens ier 
Hearts to ant Brother; it increaſes'polMliy: 


Will, and cures 2 ſelffm and narrow 90 
Loves and it will have the Reward d 
to chat Spirit of Charity it proceeds fron 
trom that of God, wh nee, Nen 
and from that merciful Saviour, WhO 
made it the Badge af His Diſciples,” ru 
they lo ono another; whuſe new Comma rie 
ment was Love and whoſe beloved Piſtiſ ra. 
has deglarod, That be who Toveth: not 
Brother hann he has Neu, cannot lobe U 
hem be har not ſcan, at whoſe Appel 
1 gh 2 bade, Gly! n 


8 
"4 Tk tht. 
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mts (ond os Earth Piet, God. el 


U 
5 anirs sf Mankind. 
F O happy Eternity, where: Truth and 
verſal Love reigneth. 

f you defire the Peace of the World, or 
r own, or your Country's Felicity, that 
induce you to make Prayers and Sup- 
ations, and to give Thanks for all Menz 
e ther needs no other Thing to make 
eaven on Earth, but the Practice of 


{ 


| refore, befides the ſhorter Interceſſions 
erally uſed in Morning and Evening Pray- 


more general Interceſſions, with a fore- 
2 Meditation, might be frequently, if 
daily uſed. Some ma N think 
Ve mentioned Interceſſion too o 

allowed for it toa great a Part of their 


reflect, that as this Part of Devotion 
Iways ſeaſonable, ſo in this fad State 
Diſſention and Wars amon Chriſtians, 
the Pecay of true Piety, it is highly ne- 


racted Love of our Selveg and of our 
reſt, that makes us ſo cool in the Cauſe 
ruth and Religion, ſo inſenſible of the 
ries of the World, by Reafon of Sin, 


wor lind to extend a more wmnivyerſal Cha- 
de Ui and good Will, to relieve and alleviate 
PRA Miferies of others; ſuitable to our Abi- 
God and Circumſtances. Nor would I have 

l * 2 you 
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py Time, were tis 


verfal Love and Obedience to God. 


could wiſh that the half Hour allowed 


Devotions and Retirement: But let 
ay; and might be a Mean to cure that = 


drance and Op ppreſſion, and to put us 
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you think your ſelf unconcerned in 
Proſperity of the Publicx; but conlj 
pour ſelf as a Member of that Body 
Pray for, and then you will be really toy 
ed with the Suffering, and rejoice in 
Good of the Whole. You know not y 
Benefit you may procure. to others by 
Prayers; however, you have delive 
your own Soul, and exerciſed an excel 


* 


Act of Charity, which ſhall ngg be u. | 
warded- 5; ot ont Ar i Sin tl 
Tais will be beſt ſecured in the M. 
ing, before the ſettling to Study or v“ 
ly Buſineſs, for fear the Mind ſhould "© 
unwillingly leave thoſe Imployments. IM. 0 
2. Another proper Subject for Mei n 
tion, for . thoſe - who have. Leiſure, is, Ml © 
flections on ſome particular Grace or! 1 
tue, found moſt difficult with reſpet K 
their Temper and Circumſtances. 4 
your Meditation chuſe out ſome Portio i 
the new Teſtament proper to the G 2% 
and Virtue yon deſire to impreſs on Mini J 
Hearts, in order to your future Imp: | 
ment and more perfect Practice; Ard, 
Hiſtory. of the new Teſtament beim * 
what Jeſus did and taught, is full of 4 
cellent Rulès both of Examples and! 8 
cepts; and almoſt every Verſe in the ; 


pel and Acts, as well as in the Epil 
affords Matter for a long Meditat 
Therefore you may either. chuſe to 
à whole Chapter, only ſtopping a litt. 
each Period, to ſee if you underſtaul 
or to examine your Practice by it; 0r 
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T8349. . | 
er having; read it. over attentively, chuſe 
t one or two Paſſages that contain any 
ce of Doctrine, or recommend any Du- 
that you wonld make the Subject of your 

Citation. As for Example: Suppoſe you 

uſe to conſider the Danger of Preſum- 
on and Self-confidence, and chuſe for 

t Subject St. Peter's Example, Mat. 27. 
Our Bleſſed Lord with great Gentle- 
$ warns his Diſciples of their Weak- 
s under the approaching Temptation 
owning they were his Diſciples, when 
was like to expoſe them to ſuffering, 
33. St Peter anſwered for himſelf only, 
| ſuppoſes that it was poſſible that many, 
all but .only himſelf, might be offend- 
or doubt of his Being the Meſſias but 
himſelf he was ſecure, Nothing, ſhould 
pt him to ſuch an Apoſtacy; ſo that in 
Anſwer there appears both Want of 
mility, and of a due Senſe of his own 
akneſs, and alſo of Charity, or a good 
Inion of the Sincerity of his Fellow- 
ciples. Our Saviour, in the following 
rds, both foretels his Fall, and reproves 
that his Preſumption; and I think 
s not improbable, that his being ſo far 
to his own Strength, as to be baffled 
ſo weak a Temptation, was a juſt and 
der Puniſhment for that preſumptuous 
opinion, and preferring himſelf above 
the reſt of the Diſciples; but inſtead of 
g ſtruck by his Maſter's Prediction and 
roof, he goes on further, preſuming in 
gown Firmneſs, declaring, that tno' his 
ö | = 3 - _ owning 


14 


owning Chrift ſbould expoſe him to 
ut ſetf, Jet be would yat Arty" kink. Thi 
the only. Plate in Seriptute where St. f 
aſſumes à Sott, pf Lofty or Aſſura 
that he ſhould) nor, or could nor, deny! 
Faith ;.. allo a Süprematy över all the! 
in this, that tho all the reſt ſhonld d 
Chriſt, yet he would not: And yet 
know by the Event, that he was the d 
Dilciple that by his Fall forfeited his 
poſtleſhip, to which he was. reſtored 
Chrilt after his Repentance; in which} 
haps there. may. be ſomething prophet 
of the Fiebers and antichriſtian g 
tit that ſhould manifeſt ir ſelf in his 
tended Succeſſors. 
The Uſe. you are to make of this, 
that when you foreſee at a. Diſtance, 1 
Temptation, not to be too, confideft 
vour own Strength, . becaufe perhaps) 
feel from a preſent Heat of Mind a fin 
Perſwaſion,that you ſhall be able toon 
come 450 get the Victory. And, 2 
From the Senſe of your own Weak 
to avoid Running into Temptation. 
This humble Opinion of your ſelf, 
Fear of offending God, and Antipathy 
what is figful, will prevent your Run 
into Temptation out of 'a Preſumption 
your Strength or idle Curioſity, or 
nity ; for, as-rfar as appears, ſome 
all of theſe Motives ſeem to have 
the Cauſe of St. Peter's following Chriſt 
to the High Prieſt's Palace. But, 
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„ 
zdly, If the Obligations of your Place, 
hee relative Duties, obſige yah to go 

| the Way of the Temptation you tre- 

e, an humble Mind will direct you to 
eg Help and Direction from God, who 
ly is able co keep you from falling and 
ſo keep you under a conſtant Selftfobſer- 
tion and Watchfalnefs, that yo do no- 
ing contrary to thoſe Rules of Virtue you 
ve learnt from the Chriſtian Doctrine, 
d the impartial Rea ſonings of your owWn 
ind; which alſo ſeems to have been o- 
itted by St. Peter, of whom at leaſt it is 
t recorded, that he at all Applied to 
dd for Direction or Support, no not af- 
r the Warning given by his. bleſſed Ma- 


2 rg 


Dy 
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MW 7s His Mind was ſo little afflicted, that he 
e. Wt: the Cold, and mixed with the Crowd 
e, 


warm himfelf, and joined, in all Proba- 
lity, in the Converſation there, for his 
eech betrayed him, and ſeems quite to 
ve forgot both himſelf and Maſter, till 


„cry of the Cock, and the Look of 
Krist, awakened him into a Remembrance 
: both. After this, or the like Manner, you 
If. draw FF from all 
athy Parts of holy Scripture, but eſpecially 
une New Teſtament; atfo out of the Pro- 
(tion bs, and in. ſome Chapters in Eccleſiaſti- 
or vou may find excellent Rules for your 


nduc, as to this World and the rela- 
e Duties of it, &c. e 
End your Meditations with ſome few 
pirations or Ejacwations. As for Ex- 
ple, from that be forementioned. 
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My God. 1 he it from me to f 
that tho” all ſhould, fall by this 
| 0 that Temptation, yet will not I. Alas! 
c know by woful Experience, that I ha 
e fallen and been overcome by thoſe Tei 
<4 ptations which I have ſeen others vanquil 
* O my God, I rejoice and bleſs thy hd 
40 Name for the happy ViRories any of f 
<« Servants have gained, over Tempta 
& ons; but .1 will not tempt thy Pro 
. dence by raſh Preſumption : The We 

<« and Sickly do not expoſe themſelves 
c thoſe Labours andSeverities that are 

e pointed for the ſtrong. Why then ſha 
I, who. am weak, venture _uncalled, 

ec Trials beyond my Strength? But, 

« my God, if called by Te Proyidenl 


< or commanded by thy Word, truſt 
& to thy Grace, and webos thy Dire 


*. on and Support, I will not fear; whe 
<< the Word of the Lord is, there is Pow: 
ce but I will remember the Advice of 
6 divine Maſter, watch and pray. Ves, 
« Lord, I will uſe all the Faculties oft 
15 Mind the beſt I can; 1 will fortify.1 
6 ſelf by the due Uſe of my Underſtai 
„ ing, Memory, and Freedom of Reſali 
* on, and then I will beg of God thoſe Al 
© of his Spirit, Providence, and good A 
&« gels, that are neceſſary to the Dany 
« | foreſee; and ſo prepared, I feat! 
4 . 1 can do all Thi W thro' S 
* that an me. 
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nor her Meditation on St. Matt. Cha 


las! 7 1 26. Der. 37, &c. | ” 
e 
Tell; the Duty of Reſignation under | Affiftion, 


from which you may for your" Comfort learn, 


HAT to feel what is really painful 
in any Kind of ſuffering, is no 
ault, but innocent and natural; for He who 
ad no Sin was ſorrowful and very heavy. 
2. That to give vent to our Afflictions ye. 37, 
y gentle Expreſſions, or to ſeek ſome 
omfort, by the Preſence of thoſe we love, 
ſuitable to our Nature, and no blame- 
dle Impatience, but an all owable Conſo- 
tion. For our Lord, not only took with 
im his three moſt favoured Diſciples, but 
parts to them the Greatneſs of his A- 
ony, by ſaying, My Soul is exceeding ſor- 
owful even unto Death, ver. 38. But we 


of Wuſt obſerve and learn alſo by this perfect 
res, attern, that tho? theſe little Refreſhments 


re allowable, and may give a little Abate- 
nent to the Sharpneſs of a juſt Affliction 
nd Sorrow, yet they are all to be left as 
ſufficient without God. We muſt leave 

|| ontward Comforts to go further to that 
od who alone can fave ns from Sufferings, 
r ſupport us under them: He went a little 
urther and pray ed, and ſaid, ver. 39. The 
atter Part of which Verſe ſhews us the ut- 
noſt Earneſtneſs of an innocent Prayer, un- 
ler what is greatly grievous to Nature; #7. 
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it is poſſible, that is, not abſolutely 2 
bat ſuch a Poſſibility that may conſiſt wi 
the divine Will: Nor is this to be 
derſtood of his Dying on the Croſs, 
only as praying for the paſſing of that C 
of his preſent. inconceivable Agony. Tf 
3s poſſible, that is, if it is conſiſtent wi 
the Glory of God; if it may no Way. offet 
Him, let this Cup, this Part of my Suff 
ing, be paſs'd over; wherein it is probal 
human Nature was put on its utmoſt Tri 
' Nevertheleſs, if according to the Per 
Cition of the Divine Will, it is beſt 


5 . m 
ſhould be ſo, ? then, ot as I will, not as rent 
mane Nature innocently craveth, bu oll 


Thou, who art perfect Wiſdom, willeſt a 
chuſeſt for me. Ver. 40. Could ye not wat 
one Hour? Watcn and pray, &c. Thus 
gently reproveth his Diſciples for being] 
inſenſible of his Sufferings: By wh 
we may learn how little is to be expe 
from humane Help and Compaſſion ; ho 
ſoon thoſe at Eaſe grow weary of Shari 
in the Sorrow of the Afflicted; but wit 
all, that it is our Fault when we are | 
and we ought to draw a. Reproof, anda 
Ad monition from the Mouth of him who 
perfect Meekneſs was to be our Exampk 
But as the -39tþ Verſe contains an earn 
Petition for Deliverance from Sufferin} 
ſo Ver. 42. contains an Act of entire R 
ſignation and Submiſſion under 9 7 
O my Father, if this Cup may not paſs an 
—— I drink it, Thy Wi be 2 If! 
may not, if Thou ſeeſt it beſt, I drink 


C 59 


& 


MW: its utmoſt Bitterneſs ; 1 am re 
wilt, and will no more pray for its Removal: 


hat is really er to innocent Na- 
ure, yet it muſt be with Submiſſlon ; and 


ufo Acts of an entire Reſignation and ac- 
balvieſcing in che perfect Will of God; 
"ri hich general Example and Rule, tis eaſie 
"erl 


or you to apply to your particular Cir- 
umſtances, to which you may add ſome 
reneral Acts of Submiſſion in the like or 
olowing Manner. F 


eſt 
480 
but | 


wall F My God, haſt Thou made me a 
us l« free Creature, given me a Will 


ng WF and Liberty; 1 deſire to uſe it only to 
v bo chuſe Thee for my Director and Lord. 
ed 1 put my ſelf entirely under thy Do- 
ho minion; O' deſtroy in me all ſinful Self- 
Aril 
wit 
re i 
nd i 
who 
mpk 
arne 
erint 
re Ne 
erill 
5.404 


If 


© and to do according to thy good Plea- 
ſure. . | 5% We 092-55 * 
« confeſs my own Weakneſs, who 
neither know what is beſt for my ſelf, 
nor am able to procure to my ſelf, what 
Mappe: 7 7 
« But my God, in whom 1 truſt,” is moſt 
© wiſe to know, moſt powerful to effect, 
and moſt willing to do what is beſt for 


— 


ink! 


6 Where · 


n ready to do 


by which we may learn, that tho it be 
llowable to ask che Removakof any Thing 


ven thoſe Deſires muſt be bounded, not 
oo importunate or rt but turned in- 
f 


© Will, and work in me both to will 


\ 


«© Wherefore,OLord, 1 pray Thee toq 

% der and diſpoſe of me and all that | 

J longs. to me, as is molt pleaſing to Th 
and moſt expedient for me and them, 
e ſubmit. to the ſecret. Will of thy Pre 


© dence,; as I deſire to obey. the reve 
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Will of thy Precepte. . 
When publick Calamities or prin, ? 
_ © Sufferings afflict me, I will remem! 1 
A that the Lord God omnipotent rei, 
eth. I will not be anxious for to M.; 
| Ir row, or entertain diſquieting Fears ., 
what is future. I will not fear the TM. | 
rant or the. Oppreſlor, ſince I am ſul. 
** that God, who is higher than the hig. 
«* eſt, regardeth, and that there are high ; 
Der than they, who has promiſed, . 
all ſhall work together for Good to th. 
that love God and keep his Comma. | 
ments: And if the Hairs of my Hei. | 
are numbred, the ſmalleſt Circumſtanaſ,, 
* of my Life directed, and a Sparta. 
„ falls not without Permiſſion, how a. . 
** I think. that Chance or Accident ha. 
* any Place in God's Government of . 
pon World ? PR el " ; N 4c 
No, all Things are ordered by Weigl.. 
** and Meaſure, and under God's DireQion,. 
or by his Permiſſion, - are open to Hf. 
„View, to reward or puniſh accordiq 
_ © to his unerring Juſtice and abonndinF, 
** MICs auto. dept, . 
“ O then let me not be of the NumbeMW.; 
Jof thoſe whc uſe their Liberty againl.. 


that bounteous Lord who gave it; th 


« Wil 
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Win, O Lord, not mine, be done, or 
, rather thy Will be mine. 

« O my Lord, I accept thy revealed 
© Will for my Birector. Lask no new 
Light, nor can any contrary Rule come 
from the Spirit of Truth. But, O aſſiſt 
me in the right apprehending and ap- 

« plying that ſacred Guide, and make 
© thoſe Impreſſions of Truth ſo clear and 
* ſtrong as to enforce my Obedience; for 
© where the Word of the Lord i is chere 

is Power. 

« And where no Rvclaid directs, or 
* directs too gg; for my depraved 
| ' Underſtanding, O govern and guide 
8 by ſome favourable and deciding 
outward Providence ; ſome Mercy to 
encourage me, or ſome preventing Diſ- 
* penſation that may ſay, This is the 
Way walk in it, when I turn to the 
* Right-hand or the left. Yea, my God, 
* hedge up all other Ways with Thorns, 
that I find not thoſe Paths that lead to 
; Vanity, or go out of the Way that leads 
to Life. And let not my Submiſſion to 
the Will of any Creature, out of Care 
« to pleaſe or Fear to offend, how be- 
4 loved ſoever, be able to tempt or ter- 
riſie me from my Obedience to thy 
© moſt perfect Will. »— 

„“ And O that all Creatures capable of 
“Liberty, would chuſe to be governed by 
thy unerring Wiſdom; that all that 
« profeſs themſelyes thy Subjects, would 
** ſtudy to know thy Will, more « the 

| ml - ** 
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« the erroneous Wills of ſinfut Men; of 
the Great and Powerful, who only caj 
reward and puniſh by giving or with 
© holding the Childiſh Toys of this love 
World, not remembring Thou art th 
« Creator and Governor of all Things 
e who alone art, and without whom m 
4 it thing can be, while we poor Worms by 
4 our ſelves in the Government of thi 
1 « thy World; without regarding the 80 
2 tutes of its Sovereign Lord, or theP 
< nalties inflicted on the Rebellious | ant 
5 en 


0 


An  Brenple of Meditation bY Ab: 
r of the Epiſtles. 1 Cor. I}. Ow'th 
general Duties of C parity... | 


q Read the Chapter, and refled. on th 
Excellency of this Virtue by its wan bl 
pon all other Graces and Gifts.. 


1 E greateſt Eloquence and Fun 
Praying Or Preaching, 18, without a 
inward, Principle of the Loye of God an 

his Creatures, but like a dead Inſtrumen 

that may delight others by being we 

played on, but has no delight. in it { 

Fer. 2, he Gifts. of Prophecy. or Preaching, | 
Capacity to underſtand and unfold obſcun 
Myſteries, a Faith, of Miracles, or, ver, 3 

what, is more-aſtogiſhing,; a Fairh of Man 

* Ttyrdom and Liberality that Jars with a 
its. worldly Goods 7 thoſe who = 

= What 


E 


Sd 3:8 | 1 
»/ Wen it is without this inward Grace 1 
* Charity; it ſhall have no Reward, be 
vith no Profit: Now ſince this Grace is io - 
0Weſſary, and ſo apt to be miſunderſtood, 
ti ſhall I know when Thave ie in Trath ? 
ings e Apoſtle has given the following Rules; 
1 nos then let them be the Rules of my Ex- 
 bulWination ; and if I am ſincere, 1 can't 
dul Aely err. | 
” Woes not the Ingratitude or Injuries 1 Ver. 4. 
ne et with, weary out thoſe proper Acts 
3 All Kindneſs due to the Injurious? Do Tl 
envy the Proſperous, eſpecially thoſe 
 Wavonur not? Am 1 not exalted at my 
W n Proſperity, and make a Vain-boaſt, as 
i was the Effet of my own Skill, or 
Wt 8 of my Merit, and not the Gift 
Do I not by my Contempt of thoſe be · vu. 5, 
me, increaſe the Miſeries of their Po- 
u! Dol chuſe to paſs over ſome little 
1 "Wefit to my ſelf, rather than it ſhould 
_ 1 Waifion ſome great and more grievous E- 
to my Neighbour ? Am I not apt/to 
ame Wprovoked, and to ſuſpect ill Intentions 
out out ſufficient Ground ? 
d 20; not rejoice in Injuſtice, when I ½%. 6. 
155 be profited by it? Do 1 rather re- 
S fl e in what is Juſt aud Trae, tho? it 
b es to my Damage? 
Ib o bear, patiently thoſe Things that Per, 7. 
ne moſt grievous? Am 1 ready to put 
190 1 beſt Conſtruction on doubtful Actions, 
iich. s believe the beſt I can with Reaſon ? 
2 a where Truth and Evidence reſtrains 
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Fer. 8. 


my Charity, Do I at leaſt hope better 


the future? And does that Hope incl 
me to pray fof them, and endure the P 
ſent; Inconveniences ſo long as any Gro 
of Hope remains? 

Such a Charity, and ſuch alone will; 


ver fail: It is both more excellent z 


more neceſſary than all other Gifts 


Graces, and will be more laſting; for 
will go with us into Heaven it ſelf: H 


ven cannot be without it, and in whate 
Breaſt it is perfected, Heaven is in ort 


Meaſure there. O my Soul, think often 


the Beauty of an univerſal Goo neſs, 
true Greatneſs of Forgiving, and doing gy 


for evil; of an unaffected Humility fn 
a true Knowledge of one's ſelf, and 


great Security of Conſtancy and perſe 


rance in doing Good, whatever Ren 
or Diſappointments we meet with, 
doing it for God's Sake, and for the | 
lation Mankind has to God, as made 


his Image, capable of, and deſigned i 
eternal Happineſs. Enlarge on theſe} 
flections or Meditations, as your Time 
lows; and paſſing over the reſt m 


curſorily, reſt longer on that Part 
Charity Which you find hardeſt to pradi 


or that you have Occaſion for: Then f 


ing your Bible before young make ry t 
Subject of your following Prayer, or! 
of it, as the Virtue you mou: moſt exd 


requires. 
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1 
155 bY 5 of Prayer. | 
0, Moſt merciful Lord, from whofs 


free Bounty I receive my Being; 
and all the Means and Hopes of its tem- 
poral and eternal Happineſs. All I can 
return Thee, is only my humble Ado- 
rations and Thankſgivings; For Thou © 
art Lord of All, and of thine own we 
muſt bring Thee: But tho? our Good- 
neſs extends not to Thee ſo. 'as to be. 
profited by it, yet Thou haſt ſubſtituted 
in thy Room thy Creatures, and my 
Fellow-Servants, eſpecially thy Saints 
and excellent ones: O make me a faith 
ful Diſpencer of thoſe Talents I have 
received from fee 
& 2. If Thou haſt given me Wiſdom in 
hy holy Myſteries, or. a ready Tongue, 
let not my Heart be lifted up above 


de my Brethren z but give me Grace to be 
addy with Humility and Meckneſs to 


iuſtruct the more Ignorant, and comfort 
the Afflicked, and to encourage all in 
their Chriſtian Warfare. 
„ z. Let not Vain-Glory or Superſtition 
deſtroy the Virtue of my Alms or Suf- 
terings, but grant me Grace both to 
give and to forgive, to ſuffer or die; not 
to pleaſe my ſelf or my own Will, but 
to do all for thy Sake, and in Obedi⸗ 
ence to thy revealed Will and Word. 
4 4. Let no Suffering weary out my Pa# 
tienee in Forgiving 5 no excelling 2 


Lord of All, to inſult over or diſdain} 
Fellow Petitioners; but make me rene 
ber Allis Thine, and therefore my Þ 
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© or Graces in others, tempt me to en 
* or leſſen what Ican't imitate z or p 
c yoke thoſe who ſeem below me, 
*<,Griefor Anger, by the Ill-natured Sh 
of Contempt and Scorn. O make! 
always ſenſible how unſeemly tis for 
% poor Beggar, who has Nothing but wi 
c he receives from Thee, the Sovere 


< pertyin all I poſſeſs is Thine, and ou 
. | . 
only to be uſed for thy Service. 
<« ſuffer me not to be impatient, if Th 
art pleaſed to take out of my Hat 
the Talents I have fo ill improved, M1 r 
to ſpeak ill of the Diſpencers of 
Corrections; but teach me to grievel 
their Sins, and acknowledge the Juli 
of their Chaſtiſements, as they are 
Inſtruments, that ſo I may bear wi 
„ Gentleneſs all the hard Treatment 
meet with, as coming from thy Fatht 
ly Hand, who loves not to grieve t 
Children of Men, yet chaſtiſes us | 
% our Profit, believing Thou wilt deli 
4 when it is Good for me. | 
© 5. Make me eaſie to forgive, a 
to receive the Submiſſions of thi 
< who injure me, as I deſire to be f 
© given by Thee. Make me inclined 
hope the beſt ; not to be wearied | 
„Diſappointments, but to perſevere 
«© endeayouring the Good of all Men; ti 
« fo my Mind being truly 2 
„ «ce din 
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R., TT > 
* divine Love, my Charity may be as 
large as my Capacity, and as laſting as 
my Being; that when the Objects of 
Faith and Hope ceaſe, and even thoſe 
Offices of Charity that ariſe from my 
own and my Neighbours Infirmities 
ſhall be no more, yet then clearer Know- 
ledge may perfect, not deſtroy my Love, 
by curing its Irregularities, and dire- 
Qing it with more Ardour to the moſt 
excellent Being; rejoicing in the Hap- 
pineſs and pleaſed in the Juſtice of eve- 
ry one's Crown; centring all my Love 
and Joy in thy infinite Perfections, the 
only Object of all my Deſires; that ſo 
I may arrive at the utmoſt Perfection 
of my Nature, in loving and enjoying 
Thee, the chief Good, to all Eternity. 


You may uſe' this Devotion a little be- 
e or after Dinner, or when wearied 
th Buſineſs or Study, either Walking 
road or in your Cloſet; chuſing that 
1ce or Virtue you are ofteneſt defe- 
ve in, or that you foreſee you ſhall that 
y have particular Occaſion to practiſe; 
if you like it better, you may join it to 
r Morning Devotion. | 

3. A Third Exerciſe of Devotion may 


de Miiſiſt of general Thankſgivings, comme- 
ned rating God's Love to Mankind, your 
ed En particular Share, as it reſpects your 


ritual or temporal Mercies: The Mer- 
and Long-ſufftering of God to Man in 


ler to his Repentance, ſending Rain on 
| — „„ 


. 


1 


by ſach Mercies to know we are depen 


bey the Author of our Bleſſings, and 


ed in the Practice of ſolid Virtue, a 


ſelf, make Man, but to be happy? | 


= wo. 
the Juſt and Unjuſt, providing liberal 
for this mortal State, that we may be leifrfet 


ing Creatures, and ought to love and 


be capable of thoſe far greater and et: 
nal Felicities, and more ſuitable to a rati 
nal Spirit, laid vp in Heaven for us: Mer 
your. Meditation and Preparation to t 
Duty, read ſuch Parts of Scripture 
repreſent the Goodneſs of God, in | 
Ads of Providence and Mercy. The Bo 
of Pſalms has many excellent Forms 
Praiſe 5 but particularly reflect often 
thoſe beſt of Bleſſings, the being k 
from Sin, overcoming Temptations, al 


being pardoned when you have offends 


An Example out of Pjal. 103. 


LESS the Lord, O my Soul, and 

D that is mithin me bleſs his holy Name. | 
my Faculties and Powers, my Underſta 
ing and Thought, ſhall be employed 
know my Creator and Preſerver, by d 
templating what is revealed in the Wo 
and Word of God, there to read the We 
ders God has done for the Children 
Men, the free Gift of Being and Creati 
Providence and Preſervation : And to w 
End could God, infinitely happy in H 


how can a Creature, capable of Thouy 
be happy, but in Subjection and Dy 
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allMace on a Being that is Perfect? Where 


> lei 
ene 
d 
d | 


rfe& Love will caſt out all Fear; for 
ar has Torment. My Memory ſhall be 
ployed to treaſure up and recount often 


God's Wiſdom. and Goodneſs ſo plain- 


er chuſes to retain God in their Minds, 
anot but love, cannot but obey Him: 
ve neceſſarily attends all known Good, 


the Love and the Obedience. 


his Benefits. As much as in thee lies, 
get not any of His Benefits, at leaſt 
ire te have à grateiul Senſe of them 


all 2 Diſeaſes. But, alas! How often 
re I forgot my Duty and my true Hap- 
eſs, by ſuffering the falſe Appearance 
Good, or baſe Fear of ſome tranſitory 
il, to poſſeſs my Mind? How often have 
rſta Clouds and Diſorders of Paſſion, the 
ration of what is preſent, the Allure- 
y Fats of Senſe, the falſe Reaſoning intros» 
Wold to ſupport the corrupt Cuſtoms of 
: WEE World, betrayed me into Sin and Folly ? 
thy long ſuffering Mercy has watted 
be gracions, and has not puniſhed me 
Wy lniquities have deſerved : O let me 
ever celebrate that Mercy, which not 
y unask'd gives me ſo much Good, but 
r ſach ungrateful Returns, continues 

forgive me ſa much Evil; nay, is rea- 


my ſelf and others, the glorious Marks 
ſtamp'd on all His Works: And who- 


7 


Wd where the Good is perfect, ſo muſt 


o forgiveth all thy Iniquities, and heal- ver. 


* 
- 


Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and forget not Yau I; 
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dy to heal thoſe Wounds my Folly if © 
ex poſed me to; to give more Grace . 
Strength, even all I need; if I wil 
ask it, and improve it faithfully.” ' Ml ! 
' Who redeemeth thy Life from Deſtrudti . 
who crowneth thee with loving Kindneſs . 
tender Mercy: Who when Man had by) [ 
whoſe Wages is Death, loſt Life andi 
mortality, purchaſed again his firſt defy i 
ed Inheritance; and that not with off .. 
ruptible Silver and Gold, but with they c 
cious Blood of the Son of God, who a 
a Life of Suffering and doing Good, tei 
ing a perfect Law, and ſetting a perf 7 
Example, died for our Sins, and roſe ag - 
for our Juſtification; and who will appt 4 
again at the laſt Day to judge and aq 
all that believe and obey the Goſpel, a 
then pronounce that gracious Senten 4 
Well done good and faithful Servant, enter k 
to the Foy. of thy Lord, and receive a Crn p 
and Kingdom that ſhall have no End, | f 
up in Heaven for thee. n 
After this, or the like manner, conti 8 
your Meditation, as Time and the Ti 5 
per of your Mind invites you, end h. 
it with a general Thankſgwing. ill 
A General Thankſgiving. - 
. (Cc 
be: PE N my Lips, O Lord, and! bs 
6 Mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy Pral . 
< It is a good Thing to give Thai” 


<< unto the Lord, and to ſing Praiſes u 
| | 1 


iis. 


CCC 
thy holy Name, O Thou moſt high- 
C 3 

4 To tell of thy loving Kindnefs early 
in the Morning, and of thy Truth in 
the Night Seaſon. 6 £6278 
« For Thou, O Lord, art worthy to be 
praiſed ; for thy Mercy endureth for 
ever. - . zn S 
« Thou art good, and doſt Good, and 
bleſſed be thy holy Name. | 
« l adore and magnifie thy Mercy, OLord, 
for all the Manifeſtations of thy Good- 
neſs and Power in thy Works of Creation 
and Providence. It was thy Goodnefs ' 
that brought into Being ſo many excellent 
Creatures capable of perfect Happineſs, 
by the loving and enjoy ing Thee Be ever. 
| bleſs Thee for the glorious Perfections 


/ 


and Felicity of the holy Angels, for 


reſtoring Mankind, when loſt, to a Ca- 
pacity of Life and a happy Immortality, 
by the Sufferings and Death, the Re- 
ſurre&ion and Interceſſion of Chriſt je- 
ſus, the Lord of Life and Glory; by 
ſaving us, not only from the Puniſhment, 
but freeing: us from the Power and Da- 
minion of Sin; by the Promiſe of the 
holy Spirit to inlighten, ſanctifie, and 
ſtrengthen all who ask the Divine Di- 
rection, and are truly willing to be 
guided by it. 3 
« Lord, I will ever magnifie thy 
long-ſuffering Patience to my ſelf and 
Fellow-Creatures, even when we. have 
neglected and reſiſted this Light and 
Vfw. 
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Co. [72] 2 
% Love, ſtill waiting to be gracious, uon 
* by thy Goodneſs to lead us to W. 
te pentance.. 0 1420-4525 40.21 SL 
e ] thank Thee for thy 'preventiniiſito 
de and aſſiſting Grace, and for every Difof 1 
<« gree of Holineſs and of Chriſtian Priſſſver 
« fection, that any of thy Servants h Mi 
cc attained unto ; for every Encreaſe Po 
« Knowledge, eſpecially in divine a 1 
<< uſeful Truths. s. . 
& J rejoice and bleſs Thee, O Lon wi 
£ for any Enlargement of the Chriſtiſ Ne 


de Church, the Converſion of Fews or 6% ful 
$ tiles, Unbelievers and Sinners, to H 
£ ſincere Obedience of the Faith as o | 
be delivered to the Saints. | N. 
„ Glory be to God for all the Succlllf ſhe 
& and Victories over unjuſt Oppreſſoſſ Ai 
te cruel Tyrants and Perſecutors of Tru Pic 
„ and Holineſs. e a 
* And for directing and proſpering i 
e and pious Prinees and Rulers; for of 
ce the Graces beſtowed on them of Juſt tic 
c and Mercy, of Temperance and Puri fei 
ce the ſober Uſe of Power and Rich © 
e and giving them a true and unweariff in 
% Zeal of good Works. | de 
l bleſs Thee for fruitful Seaſons, tei ar 
* perate Air; for every Degree of Healthif co 
$6 Peace, and good Government that is ar 
fe the World. | | 1 
„% More efpecially, I bleſs thy bo Ir 
te Name, for all the Virtues and Graf pi 
e beſtowed on our gracious Sovereign m 
if enereaſe them dg, an more and may Þ 
5 8 | > (0 


3 1731 

confirm and eſtabliſh Her in erery good 
Word and Work 
„ 1 thank Thee, O Lord, for preſerving 
i to this my native Country, the Liberty 
Jof the Goſpel, and a juſt and legal Go- 
vernment, and . reſcuing us from the 
Miſeries of Tyranny and arbitrary 
Power. „ Fe: | 
For all faithful Councellours, juſt 
Judges, and zealons Magiſtrates ; ſuch as 
will hear the Cry of the Poor and 
Needy, and help them, and are care- 
ful to ſuppreſs Vice and encourage 

„More eſpecially, I bleſs thy holy 

Name, for all thy Gifts to pious Bi- 
ſhops and Paſtors, for the Power and 
Authority of thoſe who have a Zeal for 
Piety, for awakening their Minds into 
a true Senſe of the Excellency and 
1g i Weight of their Office, for the Example 
or of their holy Lives, for their Illumina- 
Juſto tions, good Sermons, pious Books, and 
tervent Prayers. | | | 
{I bleſs Thee, O Lord, for lengthen- 
ing the Lives and proſpering the En- 
deavours of any who have undertaken 
any good Work, whereby Glory may 
come to Thee. the Fountain of all Good, 
and Benefit to Mankind. | 
* I rejoice in all the good Motions or 
baz Intentions raiſed in the Hearts of 
pious Men or Women. O that they 
may go on and bring forth Fruits to 
perfection. e | 

« O Thou 
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„ 0 Thon, who ruleſt the Raging 
de the Sea, I give Thee Glory for t 
< proſperous Voyages of the Merch 
cc and Sea - men, particularly thoſe e 
ec thew Mercy unto Infidels, and by [ U 


< juſtice, and Mercy, and good Exam « 
'Ccc” recommend the Chriſtian Faith. T} 

] bleſs Thee for the preſerving it 
4 Day of Battle, and delivering fi 
Death, the devout and compaſſionate 


“dier, who hateth Violence and WI f 
I thank Thee for rewarding the f 
« neſt and induſtrious Husbandman c 
“ Artificer, with a ſufficient Store 9 
« Life, and comfortable Encreaſe. n 
« And, O Thou who feedeſt the yo 7 
Ravens that call on Thee, receive iff 
4 Praiſes, for ſupplying the Wants of +; 
<< Poor and Needy, the Stranger, the f v 
e therleſs and Widow; for defending ti n 
4 Oppreſſed, inſtructing the Poor, ſuppl e. 
« ing the Defects of their Teachers, all « 
* opening their Underſtanding in neo m 
« fary Truths. | m 
“ Bleſſed by thy Mercy for Healing 
„Sick, eaſing the Pained, quieting I 
„Minds of donbting and deſpairing a 
< afflicted People; for reducing the erg. , 
© neous,, confirming and ſtrengthenit 
the Orthodox; for ſupporting the P 
c ſecuted with Perſeverance and Comfort irg 


and for ſanctifying the Puniſhment Mnce 
** the Wicked to Repentance. et 

For the Chaſtity of Virgins, Fideli 
<< of the married State, Obedience of Chi 


cc dre Ave 


8 grey 

ing den, for tbe Liberality of the Rick er 
cr the Contentedneſs and Submiſſion of the 
renal poor. 
e For all. the Piety, Virtue, Truth, and 
/ US Purity that is in the World. 

am Finally, for all thy ſpiritual and tem- 


poral Bleſſings to my ſelf, Friends, Re- 
lations, Benefactors, or any other; 
ere recal any of your greater Merties, 
CS any lately received 400 your ſelf or Friends. 
for all who have done me Good, and 
for them, if any, to whom I have done 
n i Good ; for the Uſe of all thy preſent 
IC ¶ good Things : for thy Promiſes, and 
Iny Hope of enioying future good 
- YOU Things; for all ſanctified Afflictions and 
ER Corrections; for all theſe and all other 
of thy Mercies, Bleſſing, and Glory, and 
the! Wiſdom, and Thankſgiving, and Ho- 
10s  2our, and Might, be unto our God for 
upp erer and ever. 
S, MI will always give Thanks unto Thee, 
nei my God; thy Praiſe ſhall ever be in 
my Mouth. 


10g Ul « Bleſſed be the God and akin of our 
1s Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be Glory 
ing and Honour for evermore. Amen and 
e en Amen. a 

he nit . 

le Pe 


THUS your Thenkluivitgs may be as 
Irge as your Interceſſions, nay, larger; 
nce we ought, with great Submiſſion, to 
ay to God for Temporal Bleſſings, and 
at very ſparingly, eſpecially for our 
Ives ; but there is no Mercy ſo ſmall, 
remporal 
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a { 76 9 1 
temporal or ſpiritual, but what we n 
brate God tor it. To Him we ought 
return all the Glory. So that there i. 
thing we may pray for, that we ought: 
to return in Thankſgiving : But there! 
many Things we may give Thanks if 
© when received, not fit to be prayed fi 
burt to be left to the Diſpoſing of the 3 

and gracious Diſpencer of all Thig 
Whatever Mercy your ſelf or others 
Joy, or whatever judgment or Puniſking 
"you are preſerved or delivered from, yl 
ther your ſelf, . the Church, or 3. 
SOOT, is all Matter of Praiſe 1 
Thankſgiving : Whatever Virtue you he 
any excel in, or Vice overcome; whatl 
ever Soul is converted from Sin to Gd 
is a fit Subject of Nun Joy. Wh 
you hear any good News of the Deli 
rance of any oppreſſed Chriſtians from! 
ranny, Perſecution, or | Ignorance, forg 
not to make it a Part of your Thankig 
ving, as you ought to make it a Part 
your Interceſſions, that if God ſee it go 
they may be delivered, and that his Kin 
dom may come with Power and great Gl 
ry. Enlarging more or leſs, as you han 
Time, or find new Matter from partial: 
or publick Mercies, ſtill keeping you 
Mind well diſpofed, by a due Senſe of thoſ 
2 Mercies of Creation, Preſervatio 
SanQification, Redemption, which an 


Foundations of the pureſt and moſt laſs 
ing Praiſes of Men and Angels to all Etej 
| Alty. 5 1 
Preiſe 


0 © 


pratfe the Lord, © 5h Sal, a fh 
a ox Benefits, wo 
Chis general Thankſgiving may be per- 
med in the Evening; firſt reading a Por- 
n of holy Scripture. 'When you want 
me, it may be added to your Evening De- 


Prayer, in one, and make the: Virtue, or 
ritual or Temporal Bleſſing you ask for 
ur ſelf, the principal Subject of your In- 
ceſſion and Thankſgiving. So that, be- 
es the Publick Prayers, your private De- 
tion may be divided into three or five 
> arts, as you like beſt, and as you find moſt - 
ofitable and freeſt from Interruption, 
th reſpe& to your other Affairs. 
All the Prayers of ſinful Creatures are, 
onght to be offered up in the Name of 
elriſt, and in Union with his meritori- 
m Is Sufferings, which alone can make them 
Wceptable. So that the Commemoration of 
nkiWat great & all-ſufficient Sacrifice, the pre- 
ting it to God to obtain his Grace and 


, and going to God through Jeſus Chriſt, 


rayers, and a main Part of our daily 


iculWhankſpiving. And if we daily read the 


 youFoly Scripture, and pray, and meditate 
om that pure Fountain, there can no 
ation Wart of Devotion paſs without forniſh- 


ana Matter for ſuch Reflections: Pious 


 lakThoughts and Ejaculations of this ſort, 


UT as 


; EN = 


tion; or you may join theſe three Hours 


gooliicceptance, begging his Interceſſion for 
ught to be the Qualifications. of all our 


wb 


EterſWnay alſo be uſed at. Work, or in Com- | 


any, without Obſervation, In the ob- 


ſerving 
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ferving theſe or any other Rules, 
a Care of turning them into Formalit) 
- Superſtition: And after all, reſt ng 
the Frequency or Length of your De 
tions; truſt not to your ſelf, or to 
Prayers alone, but to the Bleſſing of G 
Be earneſt in begging the Grace and Al 
:ance of the Holy Spirit. Go out of y 
ſelt, and reſt not in any Thing that is ya 
- for it is little worth: If it was good, 
was God's Work in you and by you; 

muſt be indeed a willing Inſtrument, 
yet you are an Inſtrument very defed 
that diſhonours more than adorns | 
Work of. God. The Evil is indeed yt 
own, and through your own Will yout 
into it. For tho we can do no Good wil 
out God, yet God is ever ready to aſſiſ 
fo ſoon as we are truly willing to give 
ſelves up to his Government, and to oh 
his Laws; and *tis our own Fault, not H 
if we periſh. ele 23 
Tis ſurely a Fault, and a great H 
drance to the Growth of Piety, to ſpei 
ſlightly, and as it were, to deny the Gl 
of Prayer. Certainly, did we more e 
neſtly beg the Spirit of Prayer, and t 
Aid of the Holy Ghoſt, to form us in! 
Things to the good Pleaſure of God, 
ſhould pray more devoutly, and lead mor 
holy and chriſtian Lives, and grow in tb 
Love of God and of our Neighbour ti 
more eminent Degrees of Perfection all 
Illumination: And ' tis moſt probable, tha 
Minds duly prepared and purified frol 


54 
me 


dd 3 
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, enjoy ſome Glances of Light from the 
mediate Influence of the Hol ly Spirit of 
d; and if fo, ſuch Prayers are” ſurely 
ry prevalent, ſince the Holy Spirit can- 
t but make Interceſſion according to the 
ill of God. 

The Reaſon 1 recommend Nieditations 
d Prayers thus performed, rather than 
ading thoſe already compoſed to your 
and on ſuch Subjects, is, becauſe Words 
cated without Deſires, have little Effect: 
d tho' this Practice may be. leſs exact 
the Expreſſion; yet when *tis conſider'd, 
s the Heart and Will, that is the alone 
eptable Sacrifice, we muſt conclude 
cerity to be much better than Elo- 
ence in Prayer; and *tis the Want of the 
ſt, makes the frequent Prayers of many 
very ineffectual. Thoſe who have much 
ſure, and few worldly Obligations, may, 
careful of their Time, ſpare ſuch a Por- 
dn as is requiſite for theſe or the like 
xerciſes. But if Prayer, Meditation, 
ading the Scripture, and other good 
doks, be every Day 's Employment ; 3 for 


e Method (Time more or leſs) "tis not 


Ty material, ſo it attain its End, the 
rming the Mind to a Chriſtian Temper 
Love, Humility, and Truth, and the 
fe to an exa& Obedience to 'the Laws 
the Goſpel. Thoſe who have leſs Lei- 
re, may, if they like the foregoing Rules, 
orten the Time, by exerciſing their Me- 
tations at their other Work or Imploy- 


eats: For ſuch who uſe Fo ſhort 5 


Prayers 
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Prayers; and no Meditatiod, ought to l. 
in ſuch a conſtant. good Frame of Min 


Variety in moſt Peoples Lives, by the chay 
of Place, Company, and Afﬀairs; that! 


Manner of Life, to alter and accommodd 
it to different Circumſtances. For Fai 


you pleaſe. Some like long continut 


| you for Prayer, | let them not be lonf 
one Chapter at a Time out of the Pi 
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as needs no particular Preparation ( el 


Prayer will be more a formal than a oe. 
ritual Service): But for ſuch who are t, 
happy as to be ſtill in a good Temper, Ru nc 
are of little uſe to them, they are able Þ 
be a Law and Rule to themſelves ; tic 
if they are truly humble, they will Wit: 
their Liberty for Edification, and not Me 1 


dulge ſuch Neglects as tend to deſttoy 
ſpiritual and rational Devotion. 
For the Times of Prayer, there is ſo ny 


not adviſable for any to tye themſel 
too ſtrictly. ?Tis good to keep a gena 
Rule, but ſo as on Change of Place, 


ly or Church Service, you muſt ſubmit | 
your Superiors; and for the other Tint 
of your Prayer, join or divide them, 


Prayers or Meditations; others thit 
when they are divided and broke ſhe 
er, they are more intent and affeci 
nate. 


Rules for Reading the Holy Scripture. Nl. 


HOSE Portions of Scripture yl 
read for Meditation, and to prepil 


phet 
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f 9 or Epiſtles may ſerve. If 
read the Holy Scripture with Humi- 
and as you ought, you will, by God's 
ice, grow in the Knowledge and Love 
t, and will ſtill find ſomething new in it. 
not hearing it read in Publick, make 
| neglect this private Reading and Me- 
tion 3 for this will make the other more 
fitable, as well as it will help your pri- 
Devotion, by furniſhing Matter for 
Whatever Virtue is commanded, is to 
rayed for; and whatever Sin 1s for- 
den, is to be prayed againſt: So that no 
ly abſolutely ſtands in need of a Prayer- 
dk, that has a Bible; ſince a great Patt of 
y Scripture may, with a little Applicati- 
f Mind;be turned into Prayer, and thoſe 
yers are ſirely grounded on the beſt 
hority. Never read the holy Scri⸗ 
e without firſt nſing ſome ſhott Ejacu- 
ns, that you may rightly underſtand 
I's Word, and practiſe what you do 
erſtand : Such Chapters in the Pro- 
ts, or elſewhere, that furniſh little Mat- 
for Meditation and Prayer, or are very 
cure, mark, and read at your Leiſure; 
h the hiſtorical Part; and ſometimes 
la whole Epiſtle of Prophecy at once, 
t you may the better 4pprettend the ge- 
al Scope and Deſign of its being writ. 
Wlult at your Leifure, ſome good Com- 
Mary, or as you have Opportunit 
e ſober and learned Divine, if you 1 
Doubts or Diſſatisfaction; but chuſe 
fully, and * Humility, _ 
| es 
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which may b 


| yane as on arg Principles 2 


4 Prog re Reading the Ell 


uncomfortable : "Do not 3 150 
and perpetually aur h Far our, bu 
modeſt and Ar with ſuch a Prog 
the Matter bear, 2 15 ſufficien 
ſatisſie a reaſ 5s . and to ju 


pturet. 


rite Wiſdom! tho”. 1 am 

*O warthy to open this Book, 
cc unable to looſe the els, to, ome 
<« the Depths thereof; yet I h 
<« for the Sake of Chri Jeſus, the I 
et of God, who is worthy, and has by 
precious Blood, obtained for us Rel 
«. ption from Sin, and Reconciliation ner 
« God, and has promiſed his Holy! 
<c rit to thoſe that ask it: For his $ 
« and in Virtue of that Promiſe, I 
« ſuch a Degree of ſpiritual Light as] 
produce in me ſaving Faith and. e 
“ Obedience; that ſo; what was orda 
<« unto Life, may not be, through my f 
« the Cauſe of Death. O Lord, Lam 
ce ſwaded, that all Thin 5 needful willſmin 
« known, or done, in outer to my 
“ happy, here, and hereafter, are coata 
ce in thy holy Word. 1 
+. 100 Pride, Self- Conceit, gr 
+ other Vice, lead me into, Er ror 7k 
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e * 1 


23 


o 
* 
1 
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bod a. Week and öreſg di 
Knowle 
whom wirkt Thee and rhe. Holy. Spirit 

ppg Ft * 18 


finite Goodnefs? who fenteſt 
9 thy Son not only to be a Sacri- 
ce for Sin, but alſo an Example of : 
holy Living and to make a clear ang 
ficient Revelation oF thy WIN! by his. >. 
holy Life and Doctrine, and has cauſed. _.. 
the holy Scripture to be written by the 
Inſpiration of thy Holy Spirit; let the 
ſame divide Spirit aſſiſt me in a right 
Jaderſtanding of thy Word; at leaſt, 
fall thoſe Docrines of Faith and Man- 


on ners neceſſary to Salvation: Keep me 

tom being led into Error, through the | 

s Weakneſs of a dark corrupted Nature, | 2 
I Wand ſickly Underſtanding, or. the De- - 


eiving of wicked Spirits, falſe Teach- 
rs, and an Over-defire of uſeleſs Know- 
ledge; that fo, nor ſeeking to be wiſe 
above what is written, or to know more 
of thy incomprehenſible Nature than 
mine is capable to receive, I may wor- 
ſhip Thee with deep Humility and aw- 
ful Reverence, in a full Perſwaſion of 
thy infinite Perfections, manifeſted by 
a ſteady Endeavour to imitate Thee in 
r Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs ; that 
- BW G 2 "6620 
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John 5. 
35+ 


Mat. : 22, 


29. 
. 
11. 


Rev. I. 3. 


1 Pſal. 119 
I | 1 8. 
I Ver. 24. 


Rom. 15. 
4. 


e.. 
19. 


John 8. 
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% Dotine, be convinced by its Exg 


„ may produce in me a, juſtifying Fi 


thy Glory and my Salvation, thro, 


ye have eternal Life 3 
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« lency, that it is of God; that ſo] 
ce the Influence of thy Holy Spirit, 


- 


« working by Love, and Obedience, 
% Jeſus Chriſt. | 


Search the, Scriptures, 177 in them yeh 
d they are they mh 


* 


Ti Hfie of me. 5 5 | | 
Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto them, ye 
err, not knowng-the Scriptures, &. 
The ſe were more noble than thoſe in Thi 
ſalonica, in that they received the Word ts 
alt Readineſs of Mind, and ſearched the $ 
ptures daily, whether thoſe Things were ſo. 
| Bleſſed is be that readeth, and they th 
hear the Word of this Prophecy, and keep th 
Things that are, written therein. ' 


Open Thou mine Eyes, that I may bel 
wondrous Things out of thy Law. 

Thy Teſtimonies alſo are my Delight and 
c OD. ee Soo 

 Whatfoever Things were written afore-tim 
were written for our Learning, that we thru 
Patience and, Comfort F the. Scriptures mig 

Wie have alſo a more ſure Word. of Propin 
whereunto ye do well that ye rake heed, as u 
to a Light that ſhineth in a dark Place. 
on that is of God, heareth Gcd's Wart 
EP | FE ak 


* 
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ak not according to this M. ord, it us becauſe . 
re is no Light in them | 
As new born Babes, eee defer the fone 1 * 2 
e "<a of the Works th at . maj: r 


This Book of Fa a ſhall. 7 depart ont Joſh, 1.8, 
thy Mouth, but thou ſhalt meditate there- 
Day and Night, that thou mayeſt obſerve 
do according to all that is written therein: 0 
then thou Gate make thy Way en 5 ' 
| then thou ſhalt have good Succeſs. , be 
If this was a Duty under the Law, How 
ch more under the Goſpel ?. Whoſe Pre- 
ts are ſo much more ſpir tual * pr 
tive of our Nature. 
Bleſſed is the Man that walketh not in tle PAL 1. 1. 
nſel of the Ungodly, | 
Mother and my Brethren; « are thoſe Luke 9. 
ch hear the Word of God and do it. 21 
f you know theſe Things, happy are ye if John 13. 
lo them, | T7» 
hoſe who have much Leiſure and com- 
ent Knowledge, and can, with Atten- 

n and Underſtanding, practiſe longer 
fections, and mental Reaſonings, may 
her chuſe a Subject from ſome Text of 
y Scripture, or other uſeful and com- 
ndable Theme, and go on ſo long as 
5 find it eaſie, and that their Affections 
guided by their Underſtanding : But if 

ſind your Thoughts will nor fix, or 
t they run into dangerous and unfa- 
pmable Searches after Things not reveal» 

tis better to break off your Medita- 

G 3 mn, 


To the Law and to. the Teſtimony, if they 11. 3; 20 


[36] 
tion, than to go beyond your Depth. Spy 
that Time rather in reading 8 


t 

are well eſteemed by wiſe and pious py FP 

- - | Nians; or imploy it in the Confideraiye 1 
of the Beauty of ſome Virtue. - Thi 5 
ſafe, and can hardly lead you to Erro alt 


- Diſquiet; but to dwell Tong on fome 
culations, {ach as the Difputes of Pry 
ſtination, of the Trinity, the Union 
the Divine and Humane Nature, and 
like; ſuch obſcure Inquities, beyond! 
plain Doctrine as delivered in the $ 
ptures; are not proper Subjects of Me 
tation. But whatever you chuſe to 
ploy your Thoughts about, let Truth 
your End; in order to which, take 
to maintain a Calmnefs and Coolneh 
Thought, void of Prepoffeflion and Pre 
dice, with a Simplicity of Intention, 
eſpecially, with a Spirit of Gentleneſs1 
Charity to others who differ from you; 
of Humility in reſpect of your ſelf, 1 
being fallible, may miſtake. Theſe 
Diſpoſitions always neceſſary in the Se 


of Truth, but particularly of ſuch as! 0 
more obſcure ; for there tis fafer Belie ou 
with Humility, than Diſputing with Ni 


neſs; which is often the Effect of Pri 
the Cauſe of Diviſions, and is an Ent 
to Charity. God can be known no! 
ther than He is pleaſed to reveal f 


ſelf: And tho' the Spirit of God is 
to be limited to the revealed Word, 
our Notions: are, and muſt not be adht 


N. 
o in Oppoſition to, but i in Conformity 
55 the Word of God. 


he Eventide. 


che Day. - 


mid. in thy Word. 


-q to chen that 625 pr 


101 way. "oy 


2 4 VII! 


WE Sixth Rule, 


A ET "ar your Cloſet, and going to 
your temporal Affairs, remember 

at Prayer is not all that is commanded: 

briſt bids his Diſciples; and in them, all 


ey ſhould not be overcome, but not fall 
to the Snare: Reflect thus: I am now 


Snares to the Unwary and Pre ſumptu- 
ous; but I know alſo that Chriſt has 
overcome the World; that His Grace 
is ſufficient for me to overcome it by: 
if do not negledt or reſiſt ret 76 


nd Iſaac went out to meditate in the Field 92 15 
Y how I love »y Len, 1 2 0 abe pau Pal. 119. 
e Eyes pre vent the Wight watcher, that 1 85 1. 

attire upon the) e | give by ſuf N Tia, 4e 


hriſtians, to watch that they enter 101 into 
mptation ; not only when engaged, that' 


going into the World, a Place full of 
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Lees, Lord, give me a pure Mind, h. 

. * KC F#: Thoughts, 2 recollected Spit 
„ that I may this Day, and all my Dy ie 
_ « walk. in' the awful Apprehenſionz 

« thy ſacred Preſence, that thy Glu 

« may be the End of all I do; that Mm 
Studies and my Labours, my Duty or 

* my ſeveral Relations, my Neighban 

< and my ſelf, may be rendred acceptal 

< to Thee through Jeſys Chriſt. Am 


Ho. 1 

General Rules for Thinking or Recol . 
_ bog eas: Wt 
Yo 1 N General, before ingaging in ro. 
Converſation or Action of Moment vo 


conſider its Lawfulneſs, Expediency, a 
how it may be done with moſt Perfectiol 
2. Reflect after, how it was performed 
The Rule of Trial, is God's Word, auf 
right Reaſon. Have a Care of Prejudid 
and Partiality : If the Aion relates | 
God immediately, reflect if it agrees witli 
ſincere, not ſuperſtitious Piety; if to Mat 
if it agrees with ſtrict Juſtice and Charity; 
if to your ſelf, reflect if it agrees wil 
1 the Rules of Purity and Sobriety. 
= 3. Let your Repollections be accomps 
9 nied with Ejaculations for Divine Aſif 
2uce; for what we do in our own Strengtht! 
| | 8 e 
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1 89 ] 
not likely to be very proſperous, be our 
ndeayours never ſo laborious. . > % 
4. If the Hurry of your Affairs makes 
is too difficult a Practice, endeavour to 
ok back once or twice in the Day, to 
riew what you have done amiſs, to a- 
nd it; or at furtheſt, before you ſleep, 
e a ſerious, tho* not too ſcrupulous an 
camjnation of your Selt, your Words, 
ions, and Intentions, The oftner you 
this, the more eaſie it will be, and the 
tter you will know, and be able to judge 
A | | 
5. The Advantages of this Recollection 
> many; it will keep you within your 
f and in your own Power; for if you 
e the Government of your Paſſions and 
ſections, it will much indiſpoſe you for 
votion or Buſineſs, and hurt the Health 
your Body, as well as the Quiet of your 
nd. This is often occaſioned by too 
eat Solicitude for worldly Things, ſuf- 
Wing Cares. or Diverſions to enter the 
Wart, being too earneſt in Study, Diſ- 
tes, or Converſation. with Friends; gi- 
bg too much way to Grief, Joy, Curio- 
Y, Love, Diſlike, Hope or Fear, or any 
Ing that draws away the Heart too 
ch, or clouds the Underſtanding, as all 
ſians do, and ſo deprives the Soul of a 
ſely Senſe, Reliſh, and willing Piſpoſi- 
n to ſpiritual Things; or raiſes ſuch a 
dmplacency and Reſt in the Creature, as 
ngth the ſame time our Conſciences tells us, 
i due only to the Supream Good. This 
e e 


l 981 
Recdhection will alſd make it more kae 
to foreſee and avid Temptations; it wi 
make us more devout and charitable, mot 
capable to order dur worldly Affairs pr 
dently; whereas, by the Neglect of thi 
Bxefciſe, yon will often he in a Hurt par 
and Diſorder of Mind; pont Acts of he 
votion will be füll of wandting Thoughts 
Fear, and Piſquiets; you will be indiſpo 
ſec £9 the Rehurn of ere, a E 2 
vetlobk Temptatiens, and the Oppotts 
nities of doing 00d, and readily cart re 
to offend God, or injure your Neighbour8W0! 
by raſh; unchatitable Words, too poſitiniſ"! 
or contrary to Truth; and in Diſputes t 
iofe the Truth, by running into Extreams 
6. Endeavour to ſupprefs all extrani 
gant Imaginations, reject them with Cot 
tempt ; for to reafon with ſome Thought 
does bot fix them, and make them mongWrec 
_ troubleſome : Call to Mind the Divine Pf 
ſence, who ſees your moſt ſecret Thoughts 
therefore endeavour that they may be a 
proved by Him, and be fuch as He mi 
delight in: Endeavour to draw pious Me 
ditations from occaſional Subjects. 


— 


One or two Examples I 


XMS when yon come accidentally thro 

or by a Church, offer ſome devoli 
Aſpirations, that God would hear and 4 
cept the Prayers and Praiſes offered in thi 
Place, and give his holy Spirit to tho 
that ask it; that he would bleſs the _ 


Ca 


u Teaching of bas Word, and make it 
3 to har per N of al that heat 


"If you Pr Found ais 3 
you muſt die, and think how you are pre- 
pared to appear before the Judge of Men 
and Angels. 

If you heat of any great Crime commit- 
ed, pity and pray or the unhappy Per- 
ſons, that God would give them Repent- 
ance unto Life; and blefs God that he has 
preſerved you from that Sin, and given 
ou 2 right Senſe of its Evil and Defor- 
As vou paßs the Street, and ſee many 
poor and mean People, think who it is that 
has made you to differ from them, and that 
you have nothing but what you: have re- 
ceived of God's Bounty; and if you have 
received it, glory not in it, as if you had 
not received All from God. 

When you ſee any in great Pomp and 
Grandeur, think how inſufficient fuch 
Things are to give true Happineſs 3; how 
much more excellent Wiſdom and Virtue 
are than ſuch accidental Advantages : They 
may be the Lot of a Fool or a wicked 
Man, and are only Ornaments when worn 
by thoſe whoſe perſonal Merit gives them 
Luſtre : Tis an exalted and good Mind, 
not a ſtining/'Equipage, that makes Men 
truly Great; nothing but our ſelves can 
take from us the Joy of a good Conſcience ; 
and thereforeſthat alone is 2 to our 
Happineſs. In like manner, as you walk 5 

ride 
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ride alone, or ſee or hear of extraordinWm 
wy Accidents, make ſome uſeful: Obſery 
tion and Application of them; it iin. 
keep out vain Thoughts, and imploy ay 

improve your Mina. 


7. If your Thoughts incline you to) 
nity or Diſcontent, conſider your Sins a0 
Follies, to humble you; reflect on God 
Mercies, and the Troubles of others, bet 
ter than your ſelf, to make you thanki 
and contented; but if Melancholy prey 
much, which is a great Enemy to a tru 
ae of your ſelf; after Prayer ay 

ubmiſſion to God under his Correction 
go to ſome innocent Buſineſs that require 
Intentneſs of Thought or Exerciſe of B 
dy, hut not to over-charge your ſelf, tic 
That will but diſtra& your Thoughts, au 
make you more uneaſie, or only cure oi 
Evil by a greater; that is, a Diſlike of f 
tirement, or a Reſt in outward: Duties. 

8. Be not too ſollicitous for world) 
Things, neither reckon on the gaining 0 
them; or if gained, that Perfection or Happi 
neſs is to be found in Things or Perſons i 
this World; and conſider what you md 
like in them, as uncertain and liable to 
loſt. *Tis Loſs ot time to dwell too long d 
the Thoughts of what is paſt recalling 
Were they Sins, repent, and conſider hot 
to amend them: Were they Follies 0 
Misfortunes, endeavour. to avoid: thel 
by making the beſt of the preſent Tims 

; ail 


1 
Va 
Ii 
10 


a 


d preventing future Repetitions of the 
ime Follies. ieee 
9. Endeavour to attain à Preſence of 
lind; think before you ſpeak, eſpecially 
making Promiſes; and do not enter- 
in your ſelf with unprofitable Fancies, 
rin contriving Things improbable, or 
poſſible for you to do; nor meddle when 
ncalled, about the private Affairs of 
hers. 5, gt 8 
10. Lengthen not paſt Evils by a yexa- 
dus Thinking how you might haye pre- 
ted; them; nor anticipate future Sor- 
ms by daily Fears of their Approach; 
t endeavour, by a moſt |ſtri& Reſignati- 
1 to God's Will, to keep your Mind in 
conſtant, calm, and filent Joy, and an 
tward cheerful: Gravity. Nouriſh the 
tions of God's Holy Spirit in yon; call 
Mind whoſe Servant you are; ask your 
vine Maſter, How you may beſt pleaſe 
im? Beg his Grace, to think and act 
rightly, in Conformity to his Doctrine 
Example; learn in all Things quietly 
ſubmit to the Divine Diſpoſal; be thank- 
for every Good, and ready to improve 
the beſt every uneaſie Providence you 
tt with; and whenever you find your 
nſcience check you for any Sin, encou- 
e the Thought, till yon are convinced 
the Folly of it, and have ſo imprinted 
in your Memory, that you may beg 
don for it, and Grace to overcome it 
the” ture? 08 0300930; 
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The figcere; but not the ſrrupulous pr 
Qice of Recollection, will, by God's Heh 
aſſiſt your Repentance, prevent „ — 
render the Practice of your Duty 
eaſie, and preſerve in à great | 
Serenity of Mind, which is of great A 
Hakate to Devotion, Study, Tyner al 
A 5 05 


* 


£ IF 4 * 314 
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4 Priger. 


\ My. bende Ihavelog aaa 

« in ſame Meaſure en eavoured,! 
cc keep 2 recollected Frame ot Mind, a 
. ready Diſpoſition for thy Servibe, a 
for my Duty, that no Paſhons Edi 
order my Spirit, but that it may be 
till as to bear thy: Voice; it is too h 
7 * for mo toieffeRt it, or if ſometimes attai 


8 ed, lang to enjoy this happy 3 U 
a 2 "Us not too hard for thy Grace, Mou 
e Lord, what I cannot work in my e 
© werk Thau in me: My beſt Pero bſe 


© ayces are weak and nothing worth 
« contefling/ry own Weakneſs, I caſt 
_ felt en thy Power and Goodneſs, al 
5 beg Thou wilt remember me, whei ed 
* dog my ſelf; and keep mo from offen ear 
„ iog Thee: Bring back my Though 
N direct my Words, compoſe my Af 
ons, chat l may! enjoy, inward Peaced 
Communion with Thee, be ready tod 
ſerve and avoid the Snares of Sin, quid 
« ſighted to ſee, and diſpoſed to do'n 
290 JE $a that 1 may improve all (| 
| — Por tunit 
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FR on. my Ware, denn my ker 2 * 
nto thy, Teſt imonias. 


1 wor vain. Thoughts bn rhy Lay 4. 7 Ver 13. 


Th thy 0 with Due 5 fer en of 1525 
; are the Ines of 75 f 

For out of the e. progeed ent Thoughts, Mare, 19. 
rderes Ane e, Farwioation,, Thefte, „ 
ulſe-Witneſs, Rlaſphemies. 
Theſe are ce Thogs Phot l 4 + Man Ver. 29. 


N. 
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bal for Sms. 
if your n diſpole 3 you, 8 


four outward Circumſtances admit much 
Reading, you may do Well generally to 
bſerve ſome ſuch Rules as We. 


Bbeere you begin your Studies, offer 
ſome ſhort Petitions for God's Di- 
ection and, Divine Illumination in the 
earch of Truth, eſpecially. where the 


eh ruth relates to ſpiritual Things. 

Affe 2. If your Time . — it, ſtudy 
ce Maly the Meaning of ſome, Place of holy 
tot cripture, that in readia you. did not un- 


erſtand; do this, by conſulting ſome good 

tpoſitor, or Paraphraſe, ſi ſack as are, 95 

cemed moſt — and practical: 9 
1 


vid 
45 0 


all 0 
tunit 


ſuch Things, till your Underſtanding ſh 


* 561 
if your Thoughts carry Vert to dome i 
Atrüſe — not neceſſdry to Faitiff 
and Practice, be not too curious or poſ 
tive, examine with Humility and Meek 
neſs, and wait for the full Knowledge 


be free from the Poſſibility of Rtrivg, an 
20 6 Will of chuſing a-miſs. 

. In all your Studies, conſider firſt the 
End ; and if they have no uſeful Aim i 
relation to your ſelf, your Neighbour, d 
your Courſe of Life, loſe not your Tin 
on them; for working with your Hand 
or any other vſeful Imployment, is mon 
_ commendable than unprofitable and dai 
gerous Studies: But ſuch, whoſe particull 
Callings are above Neceſlities, and c 
ſpare Time from domeſtick Cares and 14 
bour, may fill up their Time with = 
the following Studies. rere 


"fs The Study 'y of the Holy Scripta 


HICH includes all the neceſſ 
Parts of Divinity and Morality 
This all who have Capacity are obliged v 
as they would eſcape the Guilt and Punil 
ment of wilful Ignorance. 
2, Next 1 recommend the endeavourin 
to know and do the Duty of your partic 
lar Station and Calling, as Head of a Fi 
mily, Wife, Mother, Miſtreſs, Fra 
* as a Child, Servant, I, Neigh 

QUT. 


| 3. Tit! 


Ur. 
a * 
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nus leads, apply your ſelf to the more 
mental Studies, as pe e 
g and uſefol, tho? not of Obligation; 
very proper for Perſons whoſe Con- 
on in the World, giwes them great 


if not miſpent ia Recreations, that 
ame the Paſſions and corrupt the Mind, 
ead of improving the Underſtanding 
nowledge or Virtue, What may be 
d uſeful Studies, are ſuch as theſe, 


baby, Hiſtory, Philoſophy, Mathematichs, 


are of a different Nature, but I 


"We added them as innocent Imploy« 
WA for the iagenious: Nor will | ex- 
N e others of the like Nature; tho Life 


| | confeſs I cannot greatly value any 
J, but what leads to the finding or 


ppineſs and Perfection of our Nature: 


5 eren this Cahtiom muct be: obGrved. in 


your Studies, 'That the Love and Pur- 
of Knowledge, take not up your Heart 
much, nor make you prond of your own 
derſtanding, or deſpiſe others; and ſo 


fe Condition of Life affords Time and 


3 portunity, Reading ſurely is an. inno- 
0 Direrſion, if thus regulated, tho? it 


tot perhaps be reckoned an Imploy- 
t to thoſe whoſe proper Buſineſs it is 
nm not. 
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dable Uſe of Leiſure, you may, as your | 


mand of Time, which is generally 


lick, Muſick, and Painting. Theſe two . 


. ſhort, and Truth 10 hardly attained, | 


tiſing Truth and Virtue, which is the 


too full of your ſelf. To all thoſe 


- 2 
= 


I 
not. For the Time of Reading, every 
muſt conſider their own Affairs; only 
© Fare you neither 9 your Devotiot 


God, the Buſineſs of your Place, or the 
ing Good to your Neighbour, for your$ 
dies. Theſe Duties are to take Place 
all unneceſſary Imployments.  _. 
2 Tim. 3. And that from a Child thou haſt kom 
holy Scriptures, which are able to male 
wiſe unto Salvation, through Faith that i 
Ebrift. Jeſt... © | 5 

1 Tim. 6 O Timothy, keep that which is . commi 

20. to thy Truſt; avoiding prophane and 
Bablings and Oppoſitions. of Science, fall 

e 3 3 

Ver. 1. Which ſome profeſſing, have erred cond 

| ing the Faith: Fu with thee. 

Col. 2.8, Beware, left any Man ſpoil you through! 
loſophy and vain Deceit, after the | 
dition of Men, after the Rudiments 

World, and not after Chrifl, 
1 Tim.i. Neither give heed to Fables, and mi 
4+ Genecalogies, which miniſter Queſtions ra 
than godly edifying which is in Faith. 
1Cor.2.1.. And I, Brethren, when I came to you, 
not with Excellency of Speech or of Mis 
declaring unto you the Teſtimony of God. 

Ver. 4. And my Speech and my Preaching wa 
with enticing. N ords of Man's Wiſdom, 

| in Demonſtration of the Spirit and Pom 

Ver.s. That your Faith ſhould not ſtand i 
Wiſdom of Man, but in the Power of G. 

Ver. 6.  Hombeit we ſpeak Wiſdom among then 

are perfect; yet not the Wiſdom of this W 
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ERS AL 
But we ec the Wiſdom of God in a 1 Chr. 2. 
But the natural Man receiveth not the Ver. 14. 
ings of the Spirit of God; for they are 
uliſhneſs unto Him : Neither can he know 
em, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, 


And Moſes was learned in all the Wiſdom Acts 7. 
the Ægyptiant, and was mighty in Words 21. 
d in Deeds. = „ | 
As for theſe four Children, God gave them Dan. 1. 
2 and Skill in all Learning and 117. 
idol. | F ; 
And in allmanner of Wiſdom & Underſtand- Ver. 20. 
r, that the King enquired of them, he found 
em ten times better than all the Magicians 
d Aſtrologers that were in all. his Realm. . 
Rules for Dreſſing: 
T ET your Cloathing be with 4 
decent Frugality, the better to en- 
le you to cloath the Poor. | 
2, Let it be ſtrictly modeſt, following 
Faſhion inconſiſtent with -thoſe Rules: 
3- Suppreſs all vain Pride and unneceſ- 
y Niceneſs and Curioſity : If you find 
Vanity of this Nature, ſuppreſs ſuch 
oughts, turn them into Praiſe, that God 
s given you à comely Body, deſire it 
y be a ſanAified Bleſſing, and not an 
caſion of Sin in your ſelf or others: 
you are leſs beautiful, be not peeviſh, 
repine ; take Care to ſecure a happy 
ſurrection, then you will be perfect in 
\ Ez | Body 


% 


_— 
* - 


Luke 16. 


19. 


Ache 9. 
39. 


. Jacnlativns ſanerffy Yhis and all-your J 


-Diſcourfe of Virtue or Buſineſs. 


- bften': Dives we read was cloathed in 
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Body and Soul; let holy Tho 


2 


its ang 1 


ons, that all may be to the Slory of Gy 
and converted from Common, to x 
n, - -:; 5% 
- 4. Redeem The Time of Drefling 


J. Loſe not the Morning, by being þ 
Jong in eating your Breakfaſt and Dy 
ſing I "ml 


x 


ead the Parable of Dives and Laxu 


ple, &7. Yet Laxarus Was not relieved jt 
needleſs Exceſs devoured what was ne 
ful to fupply the real Want of the Pg 
and left as little Ability, as he had lt 


nation, to be charitable. In s 
We find no Mention made of Domu the 
Garments, but of thoſe ſhe made to c po 
the poor Widows. 5 y, 
| ars 


A Prayer. 


* My God, give me Grace not 
as confume that on vain Snperflui 


< that is due to the Neceſſities of 1 
„Creatures: Let me not ſtop at Juſti 
„ vive me Grace to he charitable, 4 
< ſubſtra&t fomething from my own k 
< ful Portion, out of Love tc Thee: 
my Neighhour, that ſo I may ſupply 
“ ſome Meaſure their Wants, and a 
«© many Thankſgivings unto Thee thrat 
« Jeſus Chriſt! Amen. 
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e enen adunn thoſe l ves 1 madeſt 


L Tim. 2. 
rel, with. Shameſaae dueſe and Sobniath) ; 
BAY mich: braidrred Hair, ar Gald, or Pearl, - 
%%% 2 But (mali hegomenb Wianen, 

g e Godlineſi) with. gaod Works: Pho? 
too much to aſhrm, this ought to be 
lerſtood literally, and - Reaſon, ſeems, to 

a Diſparity in Cloathing, as God 

s. a Difference in Foſſeſſions; yet ſure 
dught to be more. laid to Heart than 
jerally it is: Fox now, inſtead. of uſing. 

e ut ward Ornaments with Sobxicty, 
many beſtow that Time, to cloath, 

ir Bodies which they:owe to the adorns. 

> of their Minds; and that Money on 

in Super fluities, which is due, not only 

the Wants of the Miſerable, but to the 

pport of their Family and Children; 

y, to the juſt Demands of their Cre- 

QFS. T7 *: 

Not only Time (that moſt precious 
eaſure) and Money is waſted, but the 


not nd is filled with ſuch vain Images, that 
flir Devotions and Converſations are in- 
of ed with ther: Such Solicitouſneſs a- 
faltet Dreſſing, is more ſuitable to thoſe un- 
e, py and wretched Women whoſe Beau- 
n is fer to Sale (tho? at a miſerable Price) 


n to Women profeſſing Godlineſs, with 
d Works, whoſe End in Cloathing 
buld be Cleanneſs and Decency ; if mar- 
d, the Pleaſing of their Husbands join- 
with a prudent Regard to their Age 


d Calliags. But thoſe who adorn them- = 
Nes to attract the Eyes and Adgiration | . " 
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of the Simple; lay Snares for themfeh 
as well as others; and if they fall in 
" we it is but juſt: And * ſuch ſhall 
. anſwerable, not only for their own Siy 
but for all that they wilfully occaſion| 
others. 

For what good End can be deſigned] 
ſuch nice Adorners of their Perſons ? At 


=” that has a pure Heart, would n 


chuſe rather to be neglected and on 
look d, than to be the unwilling Occaſi 
of another” s Sin? Tho? no doubt to dn 
with a Deſire to attract vain Admirers, 
in thoſe who do it a Sin, tho* no wol 
Intention fhould be 2 wirh their) 


A Meditation for the Beaut dal. 


| 0 My God, ſince Thou haſt be 
pleaſed to keep me from Del 
mities; let not the Devil pollute 1 
Heart, and make me all Rotten 
within; keep my Mind pure, that e 
Thou wehe neyer lodge within me z tht 
may find a Loathing, not a Complactl 
cy in all unclean Imaginations or fili 
Communications, and much more 111 
« ſinful and unhallowed Actions. Wh 


greater Glory can I deſire from my ou 


s* ward Comelineſs, than to be a Tem} 


„for thy holy Spirit? Had] yet a md 
** curious Caſe, it would be too me! 
2 for ſo brig ht a Jewel as a Soul ſand 


5 ed by Grace : 1 deſire no other 1 
e L uf 
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umphs, than to be thy Servant ; and if 
ſuch outward Advantages may make my 
Religion appear better, and bring great- 
er Glory to my Maker, I rejoice in it; but 
Lord, I pray Thee, never let my. out- 
ward Comelineſs be a Snare, or Cauſe 

* of Sin to my ſelf or others. Amen. 


For the Deformed, 


NME King's Daughter was all beau- 
tiful within: If I want outward 
Beauty, 1 only want what is often a 
' Snare; and if I am contented with this 
© Defe&t, I practiſe an Act of Virtue that 
the more Beautiful cannot. O my Soul, 


g fubmit to this Abaſement, as a Puniſh- 
X © ment of Sin; for Sin was the great De- 


* formity that introduced all others into 
„the World. Endeavour to be born a- 
gain in Spirit; and at the ReſurreQion 
* all theſe outward Deformities, the 
“ Marks of Sin, ſhall be done away, and 
“the moſt pure and perfect Soul, ſhall 
then have the moſt bright and glorified 

4... | 5 


WE have much to do, and much to 
learn, and no Time to loſe; do not there- 
fore ſpend fo precious a Treaſure on fo 
poor an Improvement as adormng the 
Body; but redeem what Time you can, 
to improve your Mind, or for other ne- 
ceſlary Duties, ſo ſhall you ſuppreſs vain 
Complacencies and a needleſs Nicenefs, 
m | Hs a. 
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Prov. 7. 7. 


Ver. 10. 


30. 


1 Pet. 3.3. 


Ver. 4. 


Ver. 5. 


4 aland remember tis a Sin and Shame to 
= - Hours co Dreſſing, and to think ha! 
= BoYT ode 1d Franert. ft 


the Artire of an Harlot, and ſubtile of Hea 


2 King. 9. > 
rebel heard of it, and painted ber Face, a 


nament of a meek aud quiet Spirit, whichi 


themſelves, being in Subjeftion unto their on 


ſions or Affections as to expoſe you to * 
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I beheld among the ſimple ones, 4 qu com 
Mar woid of Underſtanding. Nin 
And be hald, there. met him a Woman vii t you 


And when Fehu was come to Jexreel, Mough 
tyred her Head, &c. 
Read ſometimes 1ſaiah 3. 16 to the 2 
Whoſe adorning, let it. wot be that dune 
Aornzng of plaiting the Hair, and of Stari 
of Gala, or parting on of Apparel: | 
But let it be the hidden Man of the He 
in that which is not corruptible, even the (wi 


in the Sight 4 God. great Price. 
For after this Manner in the old time, t 
holy Women alſo, who truſted in God, adormi 


Husbands. 


Rules for Buſcneſs aud Work. 


1. N EG God's Bleſſing on your Work 
intend his Honour, and willingy 
ſubmit to his Providence, in complying 
with the Duties of your Calling. 
2. Endeavour to be diligent and carefi 

in it. Do it as perfectly as you can. 
3. Yet ſo compoſedly, that no Hurry a 
Over-Intenſeneſs, make you loſe the Com. 
mand of your ſelf, or ſo diſorder your Pal 


L 1095 1 
n Temptation into Paſſion, Diſcon- 
7. Covetouſneſs, Cc. Sd 
When you go from one Imployment 
Company to another, give a ſhort Re- 
tion how you have diſcharged the laſt, 
tyou may beg Pardon and ens what 
do amiſs ; ſo that nothing lying on your 
oughts of the paſt, you may attend the 
ſent Buſineſs with a greater Applica- 
n, Eaſe and Chearfuineſs. 
If your Imployment admits Compa- 
and your Ability allows it, let one 


dren, or Servants, make them repeat 
it they learn from the Scripture or at 
ſtwiſe mix ſome uſeful Diſcourſe with 
r Labour. 

. Exact no more Work: of any than 
ir Strength and Health enables them to 
form, allowing them a liberal Portion 
their Time for their Devotion, and 
ung and encouraging them to uſe it. 

you work for another, do it with 
t Diligence and Integrity as for your 
and as in the Preſence of the Perſon 
work or do Buſineſs for. 

. In all your Tranſactions with your 
ighbour, be it Friend'or Enemy, do as 
| would be done to; love him as your 
, and be exactly faithful in Word and 
d to all, and kind and charitable ac- 
ding to your Neighbour” s Want -and 
ur own Ability. 


rkned unto the Voice of thy W ife, and haſt 
Feten 


%. 


Ito you; or if a Maſter or Miſtrefs of : 


Ind unto — 34 he ſaid, becauſe thou haſt Gen. 3. 17. 
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| ſaying, Thou ſhalt not eat of it; curſa 


Advantage: For as Labour was at | 


He has not been pleaſed to give any! 


eaten of the Tree of which I commanded ili) * 


the Ground for thy Sate; in Sorrow ſhalt 
eat of it all the Days of thy Life. ' WP" 
Thorns alſo and Thiſtles ſhall it bring Ne 
to thee, and thou ſhalt eat the Herb of WW" 
Field. B 8085 
In the Sweat of thy Face ſhalt thu 
Bread, till thou return into the Ground. the 


LABOUR is partly a Command, 
partly a Puniſhment, that is (as all t 
poral Corrections are) | deſigned for | 


the Effect of Sin, ſo it is now a Preſe 
of Innocency. In Heaven (our better 
radice) as there will be no Temptat 
ſo neither is there Labour or Sorr 
but this Life is a working. State, a $ 
of Action, of mutual Dependance and 
provement. The Body is ſupported, 
Mind is inſtructed by Labour. Not 
God cannot preſerve the one, or init 
the other, without our Co-operation; 


miſe ſo to do, but a Command to thed 
trary: In the Sweat of our Face we Ml 
to eat our Bread; therefore *tis Prelnif””" 
ption, not Faith, to think of altering 
not complying with this Fundamental l 
and Pride, to exempt our ſelves from! 
Conſequence, as well as Chaſtiſement 
our Diſobedience ; and they that 90 
make this Life a State of Reſt and 
templation only, (tho? in it ſelf moſt] 
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„„ 
e their Strength, go beyond their pro- 


Sphere, and leave the Duties of Hu- 
nity, injoined by God as Man's Per- 
tion, for the Imployments of ſeparated 
irits, no where commanded, and lay 
emſelves open to the Temptations of 
at ſubtile Spirit, who is called the Prince 


. che Power of the Air: For tho' our bleſſed 
Wriour overcame, when led by the Spirit 
d. Wo the Wilderneſs to be tempted, yet 
dave no Promiſe, or Reaſon to ex- 


& the Divine Aſſiſtance, when we lead 
r ſelves into Temptation, and give our 
nemy the Advantage of a helpleſs Soli- 
de; it being only the Prerogative of God 
be independent. Shall 1 deſpiſe my. 
alling, becauſe *tis mean? If it is honeſt 
d neceſſary, it is honourable enough; 


11 r by being ſo, it makes me a uſeful Part 
ed, the Creation, and J ſerve to fill up the 


armony, and adorn: the Beauty of the 
hole. Adam dreſſed the Garden when 
ing of all the World. The holy Women 
| Old did not diſdain the Offices of Hoſ- 
tality, in providing for their Gueſts. 
acob and Joſeph ſerved. David kept Sheep. 


e 

K* nos was among the Herdſmen: But 
rige ore all, the bleſſed. Saviour of the 
tal orld, was the reputed Son of a Carpen- 


, and really born of a poor (tho' holy) 


om i.” : | 
0! Irgin, deſtitute of what the World calls 
t wal endour, whoſe outward Garb procured 
nd er no better Lodging than a Stable, nor 


er Ability a Coſtlier Sacrifice than Turtle 
ed el ; Doves 
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.. (dy! 
Doves and Pigeons ; and after this, Shall 
difdain any Imployment that God's Þ 
vidence, and my Duty, makes necelſary\ 
perfarm ? No: I wild do it chearfullyay 
ay perfegly as I can, whatever it be; 
will do it for God's ſake, in a Spun 
Obedience, that I may hear at the gr 
Day of Acegunts that joyful Sente 
Well dere goed aud faithful Servant, 6 
How fooliſh am I, if 1 de net wmyprq 
my Labours in Acts of Religion? 1 my 
work, I moſt do the Duty of my Call 
and tis moſt probable that Diligence ul 
be rewarded with Succeſs, but be ſides 11 
if 1 do it to pleaſe God, if 1 do it wi 
his Preſence, and in Conformity to 
Rules of my Duty; 1 ſhall not only be! 
the temporal Reward af Succeks, (if N 
for me) but to be fure, I ſhall not mil 
that eternal Reward prepared and n 
miſed to thoſe whoſe Aims and latenzial 
are to pleaſe God: But tho I ge 
Hands to the World, 1 would fain ke 
my Heart looſe from it, have my Afeclin 
ſet on things aboue, aud not on Things t 
Earth: tho* with Martha I am cub 
with many things, L would with Mary chu 
and prefer the better Part, and be 
mindful of that one thing needful. 


Ht 8 
BENE 


Ua 


242 


My Lond, let not adxious. Hons 7 
hook thy Word, or deaden the 
laffuences of thy Spirit Let my End 
be the doing of my Duty, and nat tem- 
poral Advantages only, that fo no Dif- 
order of my Affections may indiſpoſe 
my Mind for the AQs of Devotion, by 
a e ee to Sin, or cauſe my q- 
ver- looking of glori 
Thee my Gvod to my 
3 St. Paul + <a Silas fang 

Praife in the Prifon ; Shall I not 
101 ic at my Labours? The Ifr aelites 
were to ſpeak of the Law and the 
Things God had done for them, when 
they came in, and when they went out; 
How much more ought we to teach our 
Children and Servants, the excellent and 
more perfect Rules of the Gofpel; and 
declare the wonderful Love of * in 
Chriſt jeſus our Lord? 


Medit at how; 


A M 1 poor and obliged to work, that 
I may eat, I ſubmit, but beg the 
cletts of my Knowledge may be pardon- 
„ and all deadly Ignorance removed, by 
& Aſſiſtance of the holy Spirit, my hum- 
e reading of the holy Scripture, and di- 
peatly atrending thoſe whom God has 
at to teach, and bleſs in his Name, I 


will 


* 


will be willing to learn, and not indy 
natural Ignorance out of Pride (or 800 


finitely Good, and requires che Impro 
will accept, and he, ſeeing my Intepri 


will pardon my unwilling Miſtake. 


only? Shall I waſte that Time in Care fort 
Body, in Vanity or Vice, that ought to 


| proper in neceſſary Labours, than rich, 


the Poor. The firſt Advantage of a lar 


liable to be impoſed on by every $op 


Prejudice, or miſplaced Affections; or 
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and ſo make it wiful), If I do this, 1h 
attain ſuch Knowledge as God (wh i; 


ment of no more Talents than he gin 


Am T rich, and has God made me abi 
give, and ſhall I be poor in Underſtand 


imployed to adorn my Mind? It is u ue 
required of thoſe who are capable, and ” 
Ability, to endeavour the Perfection 
that moſt excellent Part of the Creaii o 
the Soul. It is better to be poor, ande ® 

al 


be uſeleſs and vainly idle. Tis my e 


ty to (endeavour at leaſt to) inſtru i ! 
Ignorant, as well as relieve the Wants | 


Fortune, is a liberal Education; Shoul 
not bluſh. to appear cloathed with Ra! 
or to have my Table covered with 

Proviſion of Peaſants ? And is it not a 
greater Shame to have a poor Underſta 
ing, a Head unfurniſhed, a narrow $p 


ſter, and confident Pretender, and be 
ever bound by the Errors of Educati 


imployed in ſuch uſeleſs Trifles, that ſha 
a reaſonable Mind to waſte Time in acq 
ring of them? 3 v3 8 
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A Ejaculation, 


My God, ſince Thou haſt ſet my 
Feet on high, let my Heart be 
alſo lifted up, not to deſpiſe my Bro- 

ther, but to glorifie Thee, and by higher 

proſpects, endeavour to do my Part, 

to guide others in the beautiful Paths of 
Life and Virtue. 2 

« If a poor Man would better uſe my 
Talents, he better deſerves them : *Tis 
not Riches and honourable Titles that 
make us truly honourable, but to be- 
rich in Grace and advanced in the School 
of Wiſdom and Knowledge : The firſt 
ought to be the Reward of the latter ; 


rich and tis ſuppoſed, the Great have ſuch 
my! Qualifications, otherwiſe they are de- 
-13 Wl ſpiſed in the Hearts (tho' they may be 
rants honoured by the Knees) of the more ob- 


ſcure. 


ort Examples of Examination on this 
Head of Buſineſs. 


OW have l done this Work ? Have 
intended God's Glory, and obſer- 
ed the Rules of the Goſpel in relation 
d my Neighbour? Have I been juſt and 
aritable? Have I ſpoken only the plain 
ruth? Have 1 done it as well as 1 could? 
lave I done it as I would have done it, 
in acid thoſe I did it for been preſent? Js 

| not 
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not my Service Eye-Service to my Hu 
= - band, Parents, Maſter, Friends? &c. Hay 
=  _ I conſidered the Approbation of God, y 
= the Praiſes of Men? Have | been fo d 
 Hgent, ſo mild, ſo temperate, &c, x 
ought? 1 am forry I am fo imperfed, 
beg Pardon of God, and if 1 have in. 
my Neighbour, 1 defire to repair the Injury 
by a free Acknowledgment, begging Pu 
don, and making a ſuitable Satisfaction, 
. it to Truth, to juſtice, or Charity, 
| | Word or Action. Am 1 juſt in my Cli"'” 
| ling? Dol buy and fell by a juſt Weiy 
and Meaſure? Do I do as I would be do 
to? Dol judge and a& without Prejudi 
and Partiality to Friend or Enemy? 
1 fay nothing I dare not own, and defend! 
charged with it? Aml juſt and charital 
according to my Ability, and my Bt 
ther's Neceſſities? Do I look on my {| 
not as a Propietor, but a Steward? A 
am ! faithful in my Stewardſhip ? 
How would I have another do ti 
Work, this Buſineſs for me? With wh 
Diligence, Integrity, and Affe ion ? En 
fo (by the Grace of God) will 1 ende 
vour to do for others. 


Prov. 13. The Soul of the Sluggard deſſrerb, and 


. 4. nothing; but the Soul of the Diligent ſpal * 
made fat. a | * 


2 Theſſ.3, For even when we were with you, thi 
10. commanded you, that if any would not 
neither ſhould be eat. 
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For we hear * Mates A 77 ome which 3 Theſ. 
Buſie-bodies. 4 


| 3 by our Lord Se ſus riſt, that with 
ietneſs they work; and eat their omn Bread. 

e that. walketh right eouſiy, and ſpealeth If 25 
ightly; he that: def piſeth the Gain of Op- 
ſions, that :ſhaketh his Hands from holding 
Fribes , that ſtoppeth his Ears from bearing 
Blood, and Maler ou * We ſeeing 
* 8 
e ſhall dell en bigh.: bbs Place of. De- Ver. 16, 
e ſhall beitbe N = Gl of | Rocks; Bread | 


be given him, his Waters ſhall be ſure: 1 
a C giveth to Mam that is good in his Eccleſ. 
un, Wiſdem, and Knotdledge, and Foy. 2. 26. 


Then I ſaw that Wiſdom excelleth Poly a Ver. 13. 
« Light excelleth Darkneſs. | 


ri fooliſh King, who 11 uo more be ad- "I 
iſhed: _ 


ſo he that is born in his Kingdom be- 

eth poor. 61 

cauſe the Preacher was wiſe, he Pl 12. 9. 
bt the Peopl e X nowledge; ; the Preacher 

ht to find out acceptable Words, and that 


h was written was wright, even. Words 
ruth. | | 


Fir $8... * 1 


L Rulas 


mg you diſorderiy, * not at 2 but 22 Ver _ 


ow. them that: are * . 5 ver. 14, 


letter is 4 poor and à wiſe Child, than an Eccleſ "Y 


or out of Prifon he WT how to 9 where- Ver. 14. | 
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2, Eat and dein e for Quani 
than will admit a ſpeedy: Return to & 
:  6r'Baſinefs without Trouble: 
3. For Quality, of nee pour Ex 
nce kinds moſt healthful, * and of a 
4. Provide a ain Plenty accord 1 
1 55 your Ability, but affect not the Vati v; 
needleſs Fehl ſtin 855 or etpenſive Cui 
ties. N „ ad any; non 
L351 rag] 1 e not extrawugant Mirth 
+ _ light and fooliſn Talking; but an i 
 * cent and uſefal er com 
able and healſthfll. Chee 
6. Do not, if you : are in Health, ind 
Jour Appetites in all its Cravings; h 
Self-denial, till you have got an enti 
ory, ſo as to be able to forbear ii 
Choice or Meaſure of Meats and Dce 
without Uneaſineſs; and to prefer Ht 
and à clear Mind, before the Pleaſurt 
Senſe. Endeavour to dyercothe any 
neſs,” or Antipathies in Eating, that 
may be indifferent to all Meats. 
7. judge honeſtly for your ſelf, and 
not that neceſſary that is not ſo; "tut 
{cribe nat to others ; do not condel 
judge thy Brother for theſe Things. 
The End of Eating is Health 
Strength to ſerve God and our 


>; 
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131 bit for "the Meni it cannot be 

3 but muſt be left to every one's 

n Obſervation, who are not to be 

ged, if they exceed not the Rules of 75 

mperance. If all we eat or drink is to | 

ſanctified by Prayer, then ſurely we 

ght to be careful to perform this Duty | F 

th Reverence and Attentidn, ioFwhich _ = 

| e both Precepts, and the Es 4 

of Chriſt our Law- girer. It ar- 

* faulty Baſhfulneſs, when we omit 
in Compliance ro irreligious Peron | 

| vain Cuitoms, Faris 


| 4A Ej alla before Mear. 


My Lord, i is of thy Bounty I 
0 am ſupplied; And ſhall I not thank 
Thee for 4s own Gifts? It is thy 
Nefling and thy Providence that makes 
hem Means of Health, and ſhall I not 
uk this Bleſſing ? Shall 1 bluſh' to own = 
ny great Benefactor, and my Depend- 
ce on Him? Lord grant that whe- 
her I eat or drink, or whatſoever 1 do, 
3 be to . ory of Thee my 


1 
D 
He 
aſt 
ny 
Mal 


Another. 


4 Lord, Thou art the Author and 

ndell Preſerver of my Being, pardon 

nos Ny Sins, which make me unworthy of 

calth te leaſt of thy Mercies: Puriſie my | 

ur Mature; bleſs theſe thy Gifts to my "i 
| 12 a * | _- 


and 
"hut 
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„ 
e Health, and my Health to thy Gl 
<« 1 commend to thy infinite Mercy, 
„Wants of all my Fellow Creatin 
c ſupply them graciouſly for thy $ 
o 9 8 170M" care 


1 Take | beed to your ſelves, left at any 7 
34. "I your Hearts be over: charged with Sur fa 
aud Drunkenneſs, and the Cares of this 
and fo that Day come upon you unawares.. 


 & O Lord, give me ſuch a Recollel 
& of Mind, that T may take ſuch Heel 
« my ſelf, as never to gratifie my 88 
=_ by Exceſs. Let not my Table | 
= % Snare to me; let my Appetites be 
= <« verned by Reaſon and Religion, 
. . as my Abſtinence. may be to ſerve: 
1 3 | « Ends of Devotion and Virtue, ſo 
3 « MeatandDrink may ſerve thatof He 
1 | « and be made ſubſervient to its Ri 
=. and that Health may be imploye 
= . © thy Glory, and in the Duties d 
= | Calling, and doing Gd. 


Eccl ek Bleſſed art Thou, O Land, kw th lic 
179. eat in due Seaſon for Strength, and ni 
Drunkenneſs. | | 


The Neceſſity of Meat and Drink 
conſtant Monitor of the weak and d 
ing State of our Bodies, and a Reaſi 
| | . Humiliation: And ſhall we turn itt 
4 . Occaſion of Riot and Pride, and, by 
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„the Cauſe of Sickneſs and Death? 
got this a more deliberate, and leſs ex- 
ble Self- murder, than what is comit- 
by many of thoſe poor unhappy Per- 
s, to whom we refuſe Chriſtian Burial, 
| judge very ſeverely of them: while 
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u others, indulged by their Friends and 
:Wnſclves, are little ſenſible of their 
„it? Are, not thoſe Perſons who pro- 


e long Sickneſs by their Exceſs, or ir- 
ular Diet, chargeable with the Loſs of 
t Time, and the Tame Performance of 
Duties, which their Weakneſs makes 
yoidable, as if they were wilful Neg- 
s? ſince the Cauſe at firſt was wilful. 
contrary Miſtake (tho' it has a. bet- 
Original) is alſo blameable; that is, 
u by our Faſting, or other Mortifica+ 
, we deſtroy the End to which it ſnould 

G iN the better doing our Puty to God 

an. „ „ 2 

ad and meditate on Luke 16. 19, 20, 
22, 23 Verſes; and conſider, tis not 
ph to have your Diet conformable to 
Rules of Health, at leaſt, not deſtru- 
eof it; for that may be with a Fault 
sExceſs, Charity is to be conſidered 
in the Wants of the miſerable. I am 
obliged to deſtroy my Health to feed 


- Poor, or to deny my ſelf what I may 
eau Pnably ſuppoſe neceſſary for it; but I 
itt to be content with plainer Food, 
e other incapacitates me to relieve the 


eſities of my Neighbour. My Hoſpi- 
to my richer Friends, ought not to 
Tr rob 
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rob the Poor f their Portion. Friend 
eee oh Porn the ie 
*Number of the Perſons to be e Irertail 
Sight to be allowed: for Ws conſide 
and the Proviſionis proportioned þy by 
.yles of Chriſtian Prudence and Char 
bur” no Intention of Oſtentation, excel 
others, or ill-deſigned Popularity, mal 
indulged ; for then it is no longer Hy 
ality, but Pride, and the Thing forkil 
our Saviour, and may be accoyptet 
Revelling and Banqueting conn 
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00 < H Ith, what "would not only iy 

che Bod „ but exhilerate the 

0 42 0 of my Brother? Shall 1 give, 
« only my Money and my Labour, 

« my Thoughts and Heart, to gain al 
4 Reputation of Hoſpitality, and laf 
4 n Treaſures, make no Friends of 
„% Mammon of Unrighteouſheſs? Can] 
te this Parable, without fearin Dives 
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« niſhments ? yet Dives would have v 
< ed his Brethren. O my Soul, take 
ing, elſe thou art more unexcuſablel 
Hives, and halt leſs Compaſſion thi 
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4 Man with Rags. 
Rom. 13. Let us walk bone fly as in 1. pe not 
13. Kirin and Drunkenneſs. aas 


FKales of 7 onverſation. 5 1 4 


fore ou enter on any foreſt 
Converſation, beg God's Biel 
_ Direction in ſome ſhort: Bjaculati l 
and during the Time you are in Com 
ny, obſerve how you keep to your Dy 
and mix with your Converſation pin 
Thoughts, and Deſires, to do or frech 
Good; and conſider how you may be g 
pon to thoſe you converſe with, tou 
ourage each other in the Search of Tm 
Tabs ſe of Knowledge, or Practice of ſon 
Puty and Chriſtian Virtue. '\. 
Fph. 4. Let no corrupt Communication procied' 
29. of your Mouth, but that which is Food to 
Uſe of edifying, that it may miniſter Grit 
unt the Hearers. 

The Uſe of Speech was defigned met 
glorifie God, and to do or receive G00 
rom my fellow Creatures: Conſide 

His. 1 now.'q0 Opportunities of either! 
| Theſe? Can ſay, or incline others to fa 
nothing to the Uſe of Edifying, to 

Encreaſe or Exerciſe of ſome Virtue 0 
Knowledge of our Duty, or magnifying t 
 Goodnefs of God? If this is not ſeaſonabl 
Can I no ways promote the Intereſt « 
Truth, or detect Error; no ways promote th 
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plth, or innocent Cheerfulneſt, the Pro:: 
and lawful temporal Intereſt of - 
cjighbour ? Is it a: Seaſon to adviſe.or 6. 
prove? But if you are ſo unfortunate to _” 
in a Converſation; where neither Thi ms 3 
ful nor innocent will be accepted, kee =" 
ence, and avoid at another time :ſuch -: 157 4 
mpany (if your Duty or Buſineſs makes 

tthe contrary neceſſary) ; however bear N 
t a Part in corrupt and vain Converſa- | 
n that is forbid, and will be a Sin and 

ue to the Unwarxmxx. 
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Lord, Thon didſt once promiſe to 

give a Tongue and Wiſdom, which 
all the Adver ſaries of Truth ſhould not 
de able to gain-ſay: I am unworthy to 
receive that Promiſe in the firſt Fulneſs; 
ed yet ſo far as it is neceſſary for thy Glo- 
ro ry and Good of Souls, Ihumbly beg an lo- 
ori tereſt in it; at leaſt ſuch ſpiritual Dire- 

J dions, Preſence of Mind, Wiſdom, and 
me i Courage in ſpeaking, as neither Truth nor 
Goo Virtue may ever ſuffer through my Ig - 
norance og, Weakneſs ; but let my Speech 
be with |. hari [ may know how 
to anſwer every one that asketh me a 
Reaſon of the Hope that is in me, with | 
Meekneſs and Fear. And tho am flow. iq 7 
of Speech, and of an unready Tongue, 
yet open Thou my Lips, and my Mouth 
hall ſhew forth thy Praiſe, + - 
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the firſt ; it is a Mark of the ſillieſt be 
ardice, fearing Man, à little Suffering 1 
temporal Inconveniency, more than 6 


your own Conſcience, Sin, and eternal Wo; 
ſeries: Tis the greateſt Folly ; for e 


yaur Converſation ſcorned ; it ma ket j 
it ſelf not regarded from you, — con 
the Uſe of Speech into a ſort of Curſe 
Puniſhinent; It were in many Reſp 
better to be dumb, than to uſe Wards! 
ly to deceive and ptophane ſacred Tn 
Conſider often how yon your ſelf » 
like to be deceived by others; e 
the Beauty of ſimple Truth, and the f 
of ai clear Integrity, that fears no mh 
do nothi 
, Hor to 
any thing you eicher a een or will 
juſtifie. ei 888 
L Wherefore purting meg Ang; 80 ed 
Man Truth with his Neighbour; ; for we Raga 
Members one of auothery 1 107 | 
Since all Mankind are Members one en 


another, and came from one common Stu xea 
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TH your 1 3 TURE: of Truth, and by your 
du it, impoſe t his Gredulitꝝ or Ignoranre, 
tles uſivg. yur. Eyes to lead t e to 


Ditch, Which is yery. ichuwane. - yo 
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rely pr; les, that it needs repeating) 
mere Cate lat not only your. Words be 
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1 Thon x Cod of F Truth 'who haſt 
ey 2 0 cluded out of the New Jeruſik 
<. every one that loveth or maketh a lj 
de fix in my Heart a ſacred Love and] 
1 verenee to this glorious Perfection, 
« never ſuffer me wilfully to fin ag 
Pon the Truth, whatever Sufferings or 5 
gers I may be expoſed to; Let me 
ke think Thou needeſt the Service of 
«Lye, any more than Thou defireſt | 

« ould: rob for Burnt grins, |. 
PAL. 34. 0 Led Jody uh Tongue feen roll 
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give of falſe e, flattering, and 11 

Werd, and let it keep the Door of 1 
lip ſhut to all evil Communications. 
. 26. A lying Tongue hateth thoſe that are 4 
ꝛicted by wy and. 4 flattering Mouth works if 
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inſtructed. Uſe no ſcornful nor me + * OS 3 

g Expreſſions, nor expoſe ' TCexeeperto 
me neceſſary and commendable End, as „ 
convince them, or warn others) their - p To 
rrors and 3 | . 5 RE. 
For who m thee to differ another ? | 
nd what haſt thou, that To Fes not re- «Gor; by 
ve? Now if thou didſt receive it, | 


* f thou glory as if thou" badft » not received 

eſt N 4 

00 11 nothing * das through Strife or Vai ain- p - "= 

; but in r Mind, let each e - v DE | 4 

121 others better themſelves. MELT 5 4 

7 1 For I » through the Grace e given unto me, 8 | l 
every fot that is among you, not to think 3. 


1 thin; 


1 binſelf” more highly has” 
77 od has dealt 


it to think ſoberty, Ze as 
every Mam the Meaſure of Faith.” 
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97 Condeſcend' ro Men of low 24a b be not ver 18. 
iſe in your own Conceit. © 
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=. the Lord, and admoniſh You. yo 
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—— | Si wich and Capacities of the Perſons old m 
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ſo their Defects, and endeavour to guMake: 

them againſt- the Side of. natural Indi. 

tion, whatever it be, by a gentle rem 

mending the oppoſite Virtue, .conſideifÞH: 

: | ſtill what Good or Hurt your Weiß e 
may do; for even Truths ſometimes C01 

uncharitable and hurtful. peci 

Do not expoſe the Faults of any to the nee 

Enemies: As of Miniſters, before the feat 

phane, or other 8 of their Of t p 

or Doctrine. Indeed we ought to agi 


| Speaking or Whiſpering the Faulrsofd "de 


| . except where juſtice or Charity mate fc 
3 neceſſary, for Admonition « or Pune eſs x 
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anocent from Inſeszon by. 
e Guilty. e e of | 
ao utation | 
he ſhould. be of yours, — om the 
den Rule of doing as you te 
e by; watch againſt a ſevere Spirit that 
rprets all to the |. worſt; and hndg 807% 
ly. Let Charity, and. The; Senſe of 
Ir own Faults, teach you to ſpeak and 
e the beſt : If qou have not-beengghllty 
the ſame. Fault you ſo hardly cenſureg 
another, - Haye'ybu-not been of others 
great? And if mot, tis better ito exer> 

> Tharkfulnefs: for. your elf, and "Pity - 

your 'Netghbour, 'than::a;proud Con- 
onal raſh Jadgment. Reptove with 
dneſs, and generally in ſcœret; forbear 
you find your! Paſſion not governable, 
manage lit:{a, that the Farty may per- 

: "tis Love and Friend ſhiꝑ to his Pers 
and Diſlike of is Faults: only, that 

akes yon ſpeak 1, ISA ine 

He is in the way f Life-that berperh „ Prov Iv. 
action, hut che that refuſeth:;Reproof erreth. ver 18. 
He that hidet h Hatrru with lying Lips; ani ' 
that utrerethj Slunder, is 4 Fot. 
Concealed Anger may turn to Malice, 
pecially if covered withi-the>falſe 1Pre- 

ne of Friendſhip ;. If the Offence is too 

eat ta be paſt over and forgot; ſpeak k 

It; plainlyy/that it may be amended and 
piven,* or ithe Perſon forgiven; but a. 
nded. bones Jic n Hm 19 315 ; 
adviſe others With. Ante ty and Plain- 

ls Lat * in their Place and Cir- 
cumſtan ces, 
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do your ſelf; avoiding all Aims of $ 
| 3 or other ſiniſter Ends or 1 
r 1/1/4411] ns. 

pe wary 8 your Eneni r 
or of any Party you favour not: For Herta. 
vy and Malice flide in A 
always tepreſent Things hardly, if 
ͤĩê?1E⁸g4i . 1 0 mal 
Abhor to hear or to ſpeak, what 
tends to the leaſt Immodeſty. + 
. Jeſt not with ſacred Things, nor req 
ſuch jeſts again, if heard; but. uſe qt 
Mind to a ſerious Reverence-in hearing| 
_ uſing the Name of God, and in ſpeaki 
of the holy Scripturee. 
5 | Avoid Self-Commendations, and the « 
couraging Praiſes. and Flatteries, either 

praiſing or diſpraiſing your ſelf, ' 
In arguing or diſputing, be it of ſach 
or civil Matters, endeavour to keep don 
Reſentments, Paſſion, and Prejudice. 85 
Truth more than Vi&ory ; do not oppe 
it wilfully, but be willing to yield to 
If you ſee it on your Adverſary's Sil 
acknowledge it ingenuouſly, and - ſubd 
cheerfully, uſing in all things a ſtrict di 
cerity, and believe it a greater Victor 
conquer your ſelf than your Adverſa 
On the other ſide, avoid ©;Credulity 
thinking what you can't anſwer” is unn 
ſwerable; but ſeek Satisfaction from tho 
who are eſteemed moſt learned and kno 
ing, before you yield to the Reaſons | 
an Ad verſary, whoſe only Advantage 
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oli: N of Wit or Subtil !. 
ſet off Error. Be ſure to preſerve 
I irit of Meekneſs, Charity, and Mo- 
; for to loſe Charity is to tranſgreſs . -.- 
iin Duty, to defend, perhaps, but an 

rain Speculation. If Paſſion enter the 
E 
1 | tient OF 14. 118 ©, 4 prepa- 
1 4 — Sophiſtry => Diſingenuity, A 
generally go along with Error. . 
u can't undergo this, you are not fit = 
and Words blind you. Review and 
ing Wider both your own and your Adver- 
Arguments, that what Heat or Paſ- 
miſtook, Reaſon and Recollection may 
le. If yon get the better on Truth's 
give God the Glory: Do not inſult 
aſt: But if your Adverſary get the 
g Advantage, by Cunning or Bold- 
bear his Triamphs patiently ; be con- 
with Truth, and bleſs God, that as you 
bot robbed of that by falſe Appear- 
, ſo you have no lefs betrayed it by A 
rdize. Pray for Grace to perſevere, . 4 
dangerous ſaever its Profeſſion may q 
» AS much as you well can, avoid all 
aal Reflections, and retain no Malice, 
Wreak Friendſhip for diftering in O- 

is, where Nature or Duty obliges to 
te are the Things that ye (bell do, ſptal Zech 8. 
ery Man the Truth to his Neighbour  16- 
e the Judgment of Truth and Peace in 
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Zeck. 8. Let none of you imagine Evil in your Hy 


&c. 
_ © Corrupt Converſation is here -fail 


will ſoon convince any obſerving f 


_ Converſation greatly indiſpoſes for 


ceſſary that the Mind be empty of mt 
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againſt his Neighbour,” and love no falſe 0, 


Let no corrupt Communication procttl 
of your Month, and grieve not the Holy 
of God. „„  ODTISAT 


fe 
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orieve the Holy Spirit; and Experi 
of this Truth ; That vain - and we 


er, Meditation, &c. It ' cools, if note: 
cays our Love of God, and indiſpoſt 
divine Communications: For to have 
Conceptions of ſpiritual. Objects, ti 


ly Repreſentations, and the Afſedio 
calm and diſ-engaged, that ſo ne 
the Affections nor Will may reſiſt 
Underſtanding, in the Search of I 
or Submiſſion to divine Revelat 
Whereas Hurry and Confuſion of Th. 
diſorder the Paſſions and Affections ric 
they the Underſtanding; ſo the Wil 
cutes weakly, and the Mind is as 
wrapp'd in Clouds, which interpok 
tween it and heavenly: Things, mak! 
Diſtance ſo great, and the Proſpect 
nute and uncertain, that they loſe 
Force through our Want of Faltl 
Viſion, and ſo remain without Subl 
or Evidence ſufficient to excite our We" 
dience. gh EN 
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0 Lid let me not, for the deiu⸗ 
fe 


ſive Pleaſure of vain Mirth and in- | ; 
ious Wit, that corrupts more than 3 
profits, exchange that ſolid joy and De- AY 
light,, which ſprings from Contempla- 
tion and the Influences of thy Spirit: 
Puniſh not, O- Lord, my Folly by for- 
faking me, but pity my Weakneſs, that 
is too apt to be betrayed by ſenſible Ob- 
es, and ſo imbittet to me all ſuch Va-. 
ities, that I may never be pleaſed with 
any thing that offends. Thee, or that 
will cloud and deprive me of thy ſacred 
Preſence and divine Communications; 
for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. 


f any Man aniong you ſeem to be religious, 
| bridlerch not his Tongue, but deceiveth 
own Heart, this Man's Religion is vain. 
rue Religion cannot conſiſt with an 


Jam, 3:56; 


ons, bridled Tongue; it will neceſſarily oc- 
WillWon ſo many Sins in our ſelves and o- 


rs, that the Conſcience muſt be very 
informed and unobſerving, that leaves 
guarded ſo. weak a Part, that ſeldom 
nts Opportunities, and has fo many 
mptations to offend. _ 5 


. 


Faith” O my God, let me not deceive my 
Sublelf with 4 ritual Religion, or a warm 


Devotion, that lies only in the Fancy 
nd Affections; which may indeed de- 
eive my own Heart, but cannot de- 
exe Thee. Give me, O Lord, that 
K 2 . intet⸗ 


poſitiveneſs; fpeak ok py uxely. for Spe too 
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ce internal Grace that CanRifies the He aldi 
« renews thy Ima 105 there, and _ drize 
« it ſelf by Words and A pig ty, 
« zo my Profeſſion as a Chri SIE) 


0 tes; 

e the End of my Bein t ben on 
the doing Good. 5 10 my or. o 
d 

"Shun too great Vogt of Hum Far 
and avoid peremptory Affir mations Mie K 


ing ſake, but let Ne OL « be ui | Boo 
at ſeaſt ignocently cheerful, and ke eepi 


Heart in a good Frame, and your Pal 
compoſed, and in your by wer, ol \ but 
may judge rightly: Conſider in Hen Be 
and Speakin {ap ler not your Judge ging 


the Effect of Chance: Be not; aſtoniae eur! 
- the ſtrange Opinions of others, but al 


for- Education, nes Intereſt, W 
of Means or Capacity: Be not wn 
the rude or bitter Speeches of oth 
learn to reprove, and endure to he 
proved: *tis a dangerous Thing to d 
verſe much with thoſe that always pre 
to yield to you, applaud and Batter 
right or wrong. Avoid the Compan) 
the irreclaimably Vicious, and Impe 
nent: 187 one loſes time, and the othe 
not fafe). Endeavour to converſe with 
as are wiſe, honeſt, and pious; for! 
Converſation will. inform and clevat 
Soul, as its contrary debaſes it: Pre 
for Diſappointments.i in Buſineſs, Cc. 
. fo you may be better able to cog 
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ue, and cb aer Wem umdoved: 
prize 0 often indiſpoſes for Action- * 
ly, Review your. Words, that Tf in 
potes, thro' Raſhnefs. er Inconfidefa - 
„ you have tranſareſs'd Truth, dr com- 
ted other, Faults, you may redkißte dt 5- 
Pardon of God, and make. 1 g 
our Neighbour, If igju jor + 
he Duties and Faults e the Tongüe, e 
too many to be here inſerted; often 
| Books on that Subjec ; *tis a Inſfru- 
it always ready, 2 careſuſty to 
guarded, that you fall not into a 
u but eſpecially, a vicious: Gonver ſati- 
Be bas 1 ſincere and'charittbic, 
gning the Glory. of God and — | 
dur Neighbour, and you cannot greatly 
; beg God's. Grace, and often con- 
if you Joſe not the Government of 
ſelf. Els by ſhort uber ved 
ices, recollect and compoſe your ſelf, | 
ding I you obſerve amiſs. 
jaid, I will take herd mito =_ Ways, Pal. 39. 
I ifferid- not in my Ton 
R 1 pirpaſed that ny au guru, 7 
Men . 
hoſo teepeth his Mouth: 4 un Twige, Prov. 12 
his Son from Trouble 2zn. 
t your Speech be always with G NA, Col. 4. 6. 
with Salty that ye ma bu how 75 
to dnſmer every A-. 
all Bitterneſs, ant: Wrath; = Ange, Eph. 4 4. 
Clamony, and Euil:-ſpeaking; be abe. 31. 
on, * ail. e | 


. a” 


Eph. 422. * be e kind one to another, tender... 
ed, forgiuing one another, even as God| 
Chiifſ's fake hath forgiven you. 

Chap. 5. 3 


Exod. 20. 


2 Tim. 2. 


24. 


Ver. 25. 


 vetouſneſs, let it not he once named am 
yon neither 'Filthineſs, nor fooliſh Talk 
nor Jeſting, which" arg no 
rather giving of Thanl. 


ſtrive, hut be 


TOR? 


But Fornication, and al Uncleameſs, 


t convenient, 6 


Thon ſpalt not rake the Nome of the 
thy God in vain. 


” Abit the Bias: of cho Lu BY 


gentle unto * all Men, at 
teach, patient. 


In Meelueſe, Arete thoſe that « 
themſelves; F God peradventiire will give 
WM to he og was br. he the 15 


Rates for Silence, H 


41590 


ILENCE is often the Preſerve 
Innocency Speaking much may ht 
Fault in many reſpects. 


1. In unprofitable Arguings; where! 


© Truth diſputed for, is not worth Cont 


tion, at leaſt if it cannot be done caln 
Anſwers increaſe Oppoſition in ſome 
are not of teachable Tempers, but are i 
tated by Dif] pute, and ea ſier gained by gre 
er Complacence. 

2. Silence is good bedr proved, av0 
ing Earneſtneſs in Self-Juſtification ; ö 


_ cept when Silence brings a Scandal on 


„ injures Truth or Charity, 
breaks 


pour into Error. 


riendſhip, and leads Jour Nel 
20 3. W 
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z. When others Faults are diſcourſing 
Silence is often ſafeſt, if an Excuſe is 
t conſiſtent with Truth, or with your 
lief of the Fact related. 5 

4 To all vain, frothy Converſation, 
gere Reproof is not convenjent, ſhew 
ur Diſflike, at leaſt by Silence. In theſe 
d the like Caſes, Silence is ſafeſt ; and 
en its Defe& is a Fault; *tis alſo a great 
eans (joined with Recollection and holy 
houghts) to keep up a compoſed Frame 
Mind. But Silence may alſo be a Fault, 
hen you ought to reprove or adviſe ; or 
it proceed from being afraid or aſhamed 
own God and your Duty, or for Want 
Delight to ſpeak of ſpiritual things, or 
t of a moroſe Sullenneſs of Temper, 
ide, or Contempt of your Company, 


The Bud of the Firſt Part. 
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Þ CHAP. 1. 99 
Of Days of Wa and Falling. 


LL appointed b 
lik A A352 are o 8. 


ployed confortrablets the In- 
ion and End of thoſe Appointments; 


nting the pnblick Aſi 
in the Fa Ser vic 


"nk | 


2, Sins witch e have 


tributed to bring deyyn thoſe publick 
Calami- 


. 


immediately threatens, or is gone out 


for: If under Perſeeution, tyrannical G 


temporal Evil, or obtaining any work 
Proſpexity, mult be with an entire 8 
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a8 
Calamities which are either felt or fear 
and are both the juſt and natural Puni 
ment of Impiety and Immorality. oth 

Secondly, In deprecating God's Ju Fou 
ments, eſpecially any Judgment that m 


N that Church or Nation you nt 


vernment, War at home or abroad, | 
ctions, Diſſentiqns; or if aſſlicted by Pe 
Scarcity of Bread, Storms and Tempel 
Gr. Gr; "I 
Thirdly, In imploring God's Bleſſing, 
ſome lawful Undertaking a8. for Suq 
in War againſt our Enemies; for the l 
and Proſperity of good Princes and Ru ort 
civil or ſacred q or for directing the pi 
lick Counſels with Relation to the Chu 
or State, that true Religion and Vin 
may be advanced and ſupported ot 
fruitful and healthful Seaſons; &c. 
But all your. Prayers for averting g 


miſſion to God, having, as your chief 
the Manifeſtation of his Glory in the 
creaſe of Holineſs, Obedience ta his Lat 
and Elargement and Union of that! all 
true Church, whoſe Members are, -by 
Divine Spirit, united by Faith to Ch 
their Head, 1 John 5, 2, 4. and 3. 140 
conſequently pay a ſincere and univel 


i 4 
= > +4 % a 
* 


— 


* . e 8 - * rr K A* ; IT) 4 * , 2 
ed a; " wy A T5 Anat 9 7 N > CET FS, OE : 8 WF. * > i "ee "ER" 1 8 
* 2 . * io vaagd 82 5 5 f 7 2 < n * * * 4 
2, 7 N n 2 e * - 5 3 2 * en « © W * * 
* "* > * * 2 3 * " - 9 W * 2 = 8 o we 2 
* „ N L ah * n o ? % 9 
* e 1 2 F 14 


to their King and Law-giver, and live 
Charity and brotherly Love one with 
other, as their Lord commanded them. 
Fourthly, Conſider what your Place and 
ling requires you to do, in order to 
iſt the Publick under the preſent Cir- 
mſtances : As firſt, What Degrees of Li- 
rality are ſuitable to your Ability and 
ation: What becomes you as a Chriſti- 
, as a Lover of your Country, as a Pro- 
oter of every good Work. i 
Can you contribute any thing towards 
forming the Irregular, inſtructing the 
orant and Erroneous, comforting the 
flicted, vindicating the Oppreſſed, recon- 
ling Quarrels, making Peace; and in 
ort, promoting N mags Mercy, and 
ruth, among Men? For theſe are pro- 
Employments and more edifying Du- 
es for Days of Humiliation, than only 
he Confeſſion of paſt Sins can be; for: 
ſithout bringing forth Fruits meet for Re- 
entauce, the other will not be accepted. 
eformation was the Repentance that John 
he Baptiſt preached; and he that was 
reater than John, teacheth, that*tis not 
hing, Lord, Lord, but the doing the Wilt 
aur heavenly Father, that muſt give a Title 
d a Place in his Kingdom. If you ac- 
from your ſelf to conſider your Eſtate, 
our Power, and Authority, as a Truſt, 
nd that the Government and Laws; by 
moſe Protection you enjoy thoſe Ad van- 
ages, has a. Right to appropriate what 
bare is legally judged needful to ſecure 
ä | to 


the other Comforts of Life, which ſo my 
_ defray whoſe juſt Expences it is fo neal 


Fidelity, as you do for thoſe laftrumen 
that manure your Land or exerciſe ya 


* 


may be beſt improved to ſpiritual Advas 


contribute to put out thoſe deſtrecn 
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„ 
to you the Poſſeſſion of the reſt, with 


depend on à good Adminiſtration, and 


fary : | ſay, if you conſider your ſelf 
as a Part of the Whole, in whoſe well 
ill-Being, your own is certainly involnd 
you would pay what Meney or Service 
required with the ſame Contentedneſs a 


Trade, or to the Labourers who aſſiſt jy 
in it; and they are naworthy to live n 
der a free and legal Government, Eſpecialj 
one ſo excellent as that of Eng land, wii 
think any thing, even Life it ſelf, th 
much to part with for its Support. 

If *tis a Time of Scarcity, or reigaig 
Sickneſs among the poorer ſort, or aij 
other like Calamity that wants Roliet, ya 
are to conſider haw mueh you can retrend 
from your otherwiſe allowable Exper 
to ſupply the greater Neceſſity of others 
what Care can be taken of the 80 
and Bodies of the Sick, of Widows ail 
Orphans, and how the publick Calamitap* 


es. War Bo 
If your Country is in the unhappy Stall 
of Party and Diviſions, conſider how tat 
you can, by your Prudence and Chari 


Flames; at leaſt join with the Honeſt and 
Virtuous, in what relates to the Suppe 
of Chriſtian Virtue and true W 

0 WIG 


| 1 1 5 _ 
+ Mich all $4des pretend to,agree in- Wiest 9 
mins are taken te make Hypoeriſſe conſiſt 
a ome abſcure and contraverted Notions 
eco Forms of Worſhip } while the plain 
certain Mark of Hypoeriſſe is lieds 
rarded, the calling our ſelves Chriſt's 
Ciples, and having fa little Regard to 

pſe Laws which every one owns to be 

in and clear, and our neceſſary Duties 3 
particular to that certaineſt Mark of 
ſcipleſhip, our Love to one another. 


rr 
fine at negiecing Jui ice 
and the Love of God. I 
other plain Duty I Know, out of a pre- 


tended Zeal ia obſerving, or 88 | 
in ſearching after — is obſeure and 
hard to be known, and is of little Uſe 
to the purifying my Mind, and Regula- 
ting my Actions When known. | 


k it ſuch 4 Faß thas I have choſen * a Day Ia 58: 5. - 
a Man to. aff bis Soul. ks it t bow 88 
bis Head as a Bulruſh, and to ſpread 

itte l- cloat h and Aſhes under him? Mut thou 
85 4 Buſh, aud an accepoabio Day to the 

Is not this the Faſt that I have choſen, to Ver. 6; ® 

ſe * — Mines, to undo the © 

W) 1s, and to let the Oppreffed go free; 

chat ye break ev 8 TEN F 4 | 

I; it not to deal thy Bread to the Numgry, Ver. 7. 

that thou bring: the Poor that are caſt out, 

thy Houſe: ; when thou ſeeſt the Naked, 


that 


IG. 58.8. 


Ver. 9. 


Ver. 10. 


Ver. 11. 


1 Kings 
8. 38. 
Ver. 37. 
Ver. 44. 


| Ver. 45- 


. 


* 
* 


Ver, 39. 


am; if thou take away froni thee the Th 


„F 
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£ 


n [1421 hh 
that thou cover lim, and that thou hid 


thy ſelf from thine own" Fleſh? F a 

Then ſhall ' thy ' Light be as the Morny 5 
and thine Health ſhall ſpring forth ſpeedifhr:c! 
and thy * Righteouſneſs. ſhall go before thee, ail / 


the Glory of the Lord be thy Reward. 
Then (halt thon call, and the Lord |, 
anſwer ; thou ſhalt cry, and he (ball ſay, l 


4 
the putting forth of the Finger, and ſpeali¶ ſcet 
Laut 20 oe a Pp 4 
And if thou draw out thy Soul to the Hu a 
gry, and ſatisfie the afflicted Soul, then H. 7 
thy Light riſe in Obſcurity, and thy Dark fi 
be as the Noon-Day. e hin 
And the Lord ſhall guide thee continuing : 
and thou ſhalt be as a watered Garden, a a; 
like a Spring of Waters, whoſe Waters fail | 
The whole Chapter is excellent, and Mr: 
for our Meditations on ſuch ſolemn Da th: 
When Heaven is ſhut up, and. there i | 
Rain, becauſe they have ſinned againſt Tit A 
If there be in the Land, Famine ; if ther ſy 
Peſtilence, whatſoever Sickneſs there be; WW 
If thy People go forth to Battle agua cl. 
ther ho | | 
Then hear thou in Heaven their Pray bi 
and their Supplication, and maintain th B 
Cauſe. „ ent 
Whatever Prayer and Supplication be Jah If 
by any Man, or by all thy People Iſrael, wha ti 


ſhall know every Man the Plague of bu gf w 
Heart, & e. | YM N 
Then hear thou in Heaven and forgive, ai Þ 
do and give to every Man according to his W 7 a 
. 932 


[ 143 1. 
+ Thon, even Thon only Hani the Hearts, 

all the Children 'of Hen 3 

So the People of Nineveh believed God, nd Jon. * 
roclaimed a Faſt, and put on Sack-tloth.' 
And God ſam their Works, that they turn- Ver. 10. 
d from their 'Evil-way, and God repented of 

the Epil that he had ſaid that. be would do. N 
unto them, and he did it not. * ö 

And Fehoſhaphat feared, and ſet himſelf fol 2 Chr 20: 
ek the Lord, and proclaim a Faſt. 

And Fudah gathered * ſelves rogether fo ves 4. 
aik Help of the Lord. | 

Then I proclaimed 4 Faſt, that we mig he Ezra 8. 
aftict our ſelves before our God, and eek Ou 
bm a right Wi | 

So we ae, and beſought our God for this, Ver. 23. 
and he was entreated of us. 

When they had ordained them Elders in Acts 14. 
nd 1 every "Chr, and had — * with Faſting, To: 
Da they commended them to Go 
L And there ſtood up one of them, 3 Acts 11. 
Ta abu, and fi niſied by the Spirit, that there 
here ll ſhould be great Dearth throughout all the 
; Mid: which came to paſs in the Days of 
uu Clandins Ceſar. 

Then the Diſciples every Man, according to ver. 29. 
his Ability, determined to ſend Relief unto the 
Brethren which dwelt in Jud ea. | 

On Days of publick Faſting, read the 
ma 1f and ↄth of Nehemiah, the 9th of Ezra, 

„ah the orb of Daniel; they will furniſh you 
3 0 with excellent Inſtructions, and proper 
. Matters for Meditation, and Examples of 
ve, A Prayer, which may be made applicable to 
Wo any preſent Circumſtance; or at leaſt be 
general Direction To 
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ww 
To mourn for the Sins of others, uy 
have David's. Example, Pſalm 119. 130 
- - » [Rives of Tears run my Eyes, Seca 
And God will return it in Mercy tot 
even when the publick Calamities are de 
n 
Ezck. 9.4. nd the Lord ſaid wnta him, go throw 
Re CE IT TY 
the Forehead of the Men that figh and 0 
for all the Abaminat iant that are dowe in th 
Slay utterly Old and Young, but come nt 
xear any Mau en mhom 1s the Mark. 
How childiſh is the Compaſſion of th 
World! How apt are we ta grieve for, 
and lament the fhort-liv'd Miferies thy 
F oy expoſed to here? How read 
or defiraus ta help, while we conſide 
not that theſe may be only the Pains 
neceſſary Phyſick, in order to their eternl 
Happineſs? But Sin is that Poiſon, d 
which, however the Cup may be guilded, 
or the Taſte made grateful o a vitiated 
Palate, Death, eternal Death, muſt be th 
Conſequence: And can we fee thoſe me 
love, nay, can we fee an Enemy into 
cated with theſe deadly Poiſans, and nut 
grieve, not pray for their Converſion, not 
endeavaur ta awake them from their {ad 
deluded Dreams? Can any Charity be ſe 
great as this, to help them, nat only 0 
the Neceſſaries of a hort Journey, but v 
put them in that right Way that will ſe 
cure them a Kingdom that ſhall have & 
End? A Det 
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IDO Ec.) | clara Yom) 
4 Deprecation "of Tudgmen 16, fo 5 be” iſed 
on Days of  pablick. Humiliation, or 
any other Time, as your Devotions bal! 
ſuggeſe. Sagen N TO hn 


Emember not, Lord, our Offences, 

nor the Offences of our Forefathers; 
neither take Thou Vengeance of our 
Sins. me 1 
« Our Fathers hoped in Thee, they 
truſted in Thee, and Thou didſt deliver 
them; they called upon Thee, and were 
holpen 3 thy put their Truſt in Thee, 
and were not confounded ; but we have 
ſinned and done Iniquity, and have re- 
belled, even by departing from thy 
Precepts and from thy Judgments; nei- 
ther have we hearkened to thy Servants 
that ſpake in thy Name: => _ 
eO Lord, to us belongeth Confuſion of 
Face, becauſe we have {ſinned againſt 
Thee; but ro the Lord our God belong 
Mercies and Forgiveneſs, tho* we 
gta lave rebelled againſt Him. ö 
d n © my God, incline Thine Ear and 
hear, for we do not preſent our Suppli- * 
ations before Thee for our Righteouſ- 
neſs, but for thy great Mercies. 
O Lord hear, O Lord forgive, hearken 
and do, defer not for Thine own Sake, 
rin MO My God, for they are thy People, 
ave 10 and called by thy - ee | 
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. 106 51 
dt Be nas. be merciful, and be not il 
te angry with us for erer. (c 
« Deal not with us according to our 
e Sins, neither reward us after our Ini 
te quities; but deal with us according tl © 
« thy great Mercy, even after that Mu 
« titude of Compaſſions as Thou didſt deiii 
ce with our Fathers in e Generations 
« Old 
% By whatever. is dear unto The 
e from all Evil and Adverſity, in all tim 
« of Neceſſity, from the Evil and Adyt 
e ſity of this preſent time. | 
ee Stand up, O Lord, reſcue and ſave n+ 
ce deliver us, and deſtroy us not. | 
% From the grievous and terrible Evi: 
64 of this World, from Peſtilence, MM: | 
« mine, War, Earthquakes, Inundatio ! 
<« great Fires, Plague of im moderate Rain 
« Drought, corrupting Wind, - Blaſting © 
„Thunder, Lightning, Tempeſt, epa t 
« ical, acute, and evil Diſeaſes, u 
« from ſudden Deaths ; 
Good Lord deliver us. 
e From pernicious Evils in the Chu 1 
* from private Interpretations, Innoſhert 
tions in holy Things, from the ſtranÞel 
Doctrines of the Unlearned and U hc 
ble, from the Pride of Novices, and f eri 
doating about Queſtions, and makiuch 
« endleſs.Strifes, from Hereſies, Schi lic 
<« Scandals, publick and private; nd 
Gord Lord deliver us. Our 
„From pernicious Evils in the at 
from deifying of Kings, Tyranny, 3 Ire] 


„„ 
« flattering of the People, Multitude of 
« Rulers, Anarchy; e 
as Good Lord deliver us. 

% From foreign Invaſion,” from civil 
* War, from diſplacing of good and up- 
« right - Magiſtrates, from exalting bad 
« and corrupt Men into Office 

Good Lord deliver us. 18 

O Thou the God and Father of all, 
« deliver me and all Mankind, eſpecially 
© all that need or deſire my Prayers, 
« from thoſe grievous Evils to which we 
are expoſed, through the Malice of evil 
© Spirits, Frailty of our Nature, or Vio- 
{ lence of wicked Men, from an uncom- 
fortable Life, in Sadneſs of Spirit, in In- 
{ irmity of Body, ill Reports, Want, in 
Danger, Impriſonment, Captivity, 

Soo Lord deliver un. 

« From Death in Sin, in Shame, in Tor- 
ture; in Diſtraction, in Violence, from 
* unprepared, and from eternal Death, * 

Good Lord deliver aus. 


To theſe Deprecations you may add ſuch 
tther Interceſſions, as are ſuitable to the 


Welgn of the Day, and as your own 
| Un houghts ſuggeſt, or you may uſe the De- 
ind ffſorions in this or any other Books, making 


uch Enlargements, Alterations, and Ap- 
lications as will beſt ſuit your own Heart, 
nd give you the tendereſt Senſe. of what 
our own and othersSins deſerve, the great 


the SF ant of Mercy and Pardon; and how in- 
my, Mfrely you and all Creatures be ww 
ET 
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"A God, for all the Supports and Comfor 


ture is expoſed in their Paſſage thro! 
this World, to the City of Reſt. _ 


Of Days of private Humiliation and lf 


1: ct in a Week (except prevent 


4 


— 


«.. * 


e 
a * 


of Life, and for Preſervation from tho 
Eyvils and Calamities to which humane Ny 


. 


— 
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1 API - 
tirement. 


| by ſach neceſſary Buſineſs 28 
quires immediate Diſpatch and Applici 
on) imploy two or three Hours extraori 
nary, or at leaſt, as much as your neceſſ 
Buſineſs will allow, in the ſerious Conſd 
ration of your ſelf, and Examination 
your Heart and Actions, to call to mindtl 
greater Sins and Errors of your paſt Li 
and what are thoſe remaining Infirmiti 
that: are ſtil] apteſt to prevail over yl 
better Purpoſes; and in particular, mil 
has been the Conduct of the laſt Week: 
2, Examine how you improve in Vi 
tue and Piety, in the Love of God, 2 
Hatred of all that is oppoſite to his 0 
Nature and Laws; this, with an hum 
Confeſſion of your paſt Sins, ariſing in 
a truly penitent and contrite Spirit, 151 
firſt Part of Devotion proper for a Þ 
of private Retirement. k 


22 E. 
N 


| „„ 
The Second is, Supplicatien for Pardon, 
nd, Application of the Goſpel Covenant 


ort 


hol 


Nd Promiſes made in Chriſt. Jeſus. And the 
WM ird is, earneſt, Petitions for the Holy 


pirit of Sanctifica tion; and in particular, 
or ſuch Virtues as you moſt want. 


6 1 


For the Method or Manner of this follow 
chat, by your owg. Experience, von find 
noſt Profitable,. reading ſuch. Books as are 
roper to inform your Underſtanding, and 
o direct or aſſiſt your Devotion, if need ful. 
1. To aſſiſt your Examinations, you may 
ake uſe of the Catalogne of Sins of Omiſ- 
on and Commiſſion in the Whole Duty of 
az, in the Manner there preſcribed ; or 
dge Hales's: Great Audit, or any other 
orm of the like Nature, taken from the 
en Commandments, and other Parts of the 
ripture as ſuits. you beſt ;,. then. conſider 
that Aggravations have made your Faults 
t more criminal; bow far they have 
en againſt Knowledge, againſt good Re- 
lutions, after great Corrections, or great 
lercies, how far your Heart is gone into 


er e Love of any Sin; if that grows fre- 
r, Meat, and you begin to excuſe or defend 
ek. WM; that the Senſe of Shame. wears off, that 
in Vi ſee no more its Deformity, but ſeek 
od, At, and are glad to find Arguments to 
us rden your ſelf into an Inſenſibility, as to 
hue Shame, Guilt, and Puniſhment. due to 
g och Crimes: This is indeed ta be a harden- 
it, band habitual Sinner, and is a moſt dan- 
r irons State; tis a living in Rebellion a- 


alnſt God, a forfeiting your Right to the | 
1. "I 4 Covenant 


. 
Covenant of Grace, which is on Condit, 70 
on of Jour Faith and Re entance, and bn! 
becoming liable to Death eternal, the p 
niſhment threatned to the wilful Breaken 
of God's holy Laws, tho” but the leaſt 
them; for tho? no doubt greater Sins an 
both more defilingg and will be more fe 
verely puniſhed than leſſer, yet all wilt 
Sins committed againſt Knowledge, a 
Conviction, and ſo the Effect of Choig, 
will ſeparate from God, and exclude frot 
Heavens ©: 

I will here add a few Prreltulärs“ whid 
may much help to give you a true Knoy 
Jedge of your ſelf, tho” not free vently i 
ſerted into Heads of Examination. = 

1. As how far you are complying nit 
ſach corrupt Cuſtoms of the World, 
expoſe to many Temptations, tho theya 
not dire& Sins; as ſpending too mi 
Time or Money in any innocent Recreal 
925 and the like. 

If you are ſlothful or careleſs, | 
kb fin your Duty, that fo your Heal 
may reproach you leſs for not doing it. 

3. If after you are convinced of 30 
Duty, your Will is ſlack in perform! 
what you know, and readily yields tos 
Pretence for its Neglects. 

For if your Affections move hearl 
when attracted by ſpiritual Objects, as tl 
Beauty of Virtue and Wiſdom, the Hl 
pineſs of Heaven, as a State of Holine 
Truth, and Love, and yet are eaſily mo 
and ſer on Fire by the Objects of Senſe, 


EV 
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sign your State is very imperfect, ard 
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1 
ker 
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n ſome degree, unregenerate. 

4. Examine how far you have proceed- 
d in the Habits of Mortification and Self- 
enial, which are both neceſſary to perfect 
four own Virtues, and to render you an 
ſeful Member of Society: The Founda- 
jon of Self-denial is a cheerful and intire 
ubmitting of your Will to the Will of 
od, in reſolving to do, and (if his Pro- 
dence fo diſpoſes) to ſuffer for the doing 
is Will, with a calm and ſteady Mind; 
that neither the Flatteries or Terror of 
en, may affright or tempt you from your 
huty to God, your Country, your Netgh- 
our, and your. ſelf; being always prepared 
0 encounter the Calamities of Life, with- 
ut murmuring againſt the wiſe Diſpoſer 
fall Events, be it Loſs of Friends, Health, 
ortune, unjuſt Calumnies for Well-do- 
js, Contempt, Diſgrace, Ingratitude of 
riends, or unjuſt Oppreſſions from Men 
power, Perſecution for Conſcience, or 
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vi 
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30 eath it ſelf: In ſhort, to receive all the 
it. Niſpenſations of God's Providence with 
f re and Submiſſion, and to bear the In- 


ties of Men with Pity, and a Spirit of 
harity ready to return Good for Evil, ſq 
Ir as is conſiſtent With Juſtice, the Inter- 
of Virtue and Good of Societ. 

5. Do you find your Eſteem and Love 
your Neighbour is regulated more by 
eir Virtue than your own Intereſt, that 
1 love beſt thoſe that are beſt, that you 
dnour and own ſuch as are wiſe and vir- 
| L 4 | tuous, 


Jr mil 
3 (OW 


nean 
a8 
je Hl 
oline 

mon 


0 
enſe, 


Lz | 
tuous, tho? never ſo poor, of mean Bir 
or out of Fayour, or however differj 
in Opinion in Things diſputable ? 
6. Do you with Prudence endeavoyr 
reform the Vicious, at leaſt not to ſh 
them an abje& Reſpect and Connivany 
to promote your own Intereſt, or 
Sect or Perſwaſion in Religion you n 
favour ? is A 1 
7. Have you a Zeal. for the Honour 
Religion and the Salvation of Souls, a 
that Chriſtians ſhould live as beconl 
Chriſt's Diſciples? and in order to it, a 
you careful to inſtruct, adviſe, rep 
your. Relations, Friends, Servants, al 

Children ?. ER EEE 
8. Are you fully perſwaded, that Pr ine 
Covetouſneſs, IIl- Nature, Malice, En 
Slander, and Cenſoriouſneſs, are Sins q 
poſite to the Spirit of the Chriſtian N 
ligion,. as well as the more viſible Vig 
of Exceſs and Senſuality? and not ot 
ſo, but that all eager Deſires and anxil 
Aſpirings after Riches, Honour, Applaul 
Love of Flattery, impatience of Conti 
diction, a bitter Spirit, or indecent Lal 
guage, tho' in defending Truth, are ve 
unbecoming a wiſe or good Man, and! 
ways agreeable to the Rules of the Goſpel 
that divine Philoſophy, whoſe Perfectio 
can never be diſcovered but by a compoſt 
Mind, void both of all ſinful Paſſions, au 
of all Exceſſes in thoſe that are lawil 
and innocent, 1 
e if 
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[ have mentioned theſe Particulars, be- 
wſe many of them are, without much 
ruple, indulged by ſame who would ab- 
Yr in themſelves (and paſs very hard 
enſure on others, who ſhould fall, tho' 

t once, into) the groſſer Acts of Diſo- 
dence ; not reflecting on this, that the i 
me Authority which forbids the one, for- a 
ds the others, and that under the fame _. 
hreatnings : Nor does the holy Scri- 
ure give any Encouragement to think 
ofe to be leſs Sins that make Men Pe- 
s, than thoſe that ſink them below 
tes; only indeed the laſt are often 
emptations to the firſt, the Devil being 
il ready to enter into the Swine when 
incouraged; but the World having put 
cker Characters of Reproach on ſome 
s than others, many may avoid theſe 
It of Fear of Reproach, or Reſpect to 
en, and not from the Motive of the Love 
God, and a ſincere Deſire of paying an 
rerial Obedience to Him, as their Lord 

d King; for then it would appear in all 
eir Actions, at leaſt it would produce a 

al Endeavour after an uniform Perfecti- 

|; whereas (either from wrong Prin- 
les, want of Reflection, Ignorance, or 
me worſe Cauſe) we ſee ſome very de- 
ave in Humility, Meekneſs, Charity; 
d others, who live indulging an affected 
my and Vanity, who yet continue in 
eat Devotion, and are conſtant in at- 
ding the moſt ſacred Solemnities of 
ligious Worſhip. 


* Some 
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Some Texts of Scripture to be i 
as Rules of Examination. 


Lam. . Let ut ſearch, and try our Ways, and u 


40. 
Gal. 5. 
19. 


unto the Lord. | 
Now the Works of the Fleſh are mani 
which are theſe Adultery, Fornication, 


cleanneſs, Laſciviouſneſs. "Pi 


I bade added theſe 
Horr Explications 10 


ſome Horde, by reaſon 


many who abhor and 
are free jrom the 
grofſer Immoralities, 
Fer indulge theme 
feloves in many of 
theſe leſſer Faults ; 
Perhaps not knowing 
that forme ef them 
gre Sins, and not 
confidering, that tho 
not directly finful in 
themſelves, yet they 
Bawe 4 Tendency, 
and diſpoſe the Mind 
to what is ſinful. 


 Laſciviouſneſs may include 
Levity in Dreſſing, in Conver| 
tion, in giving ear to vain Con 
ſhips, Flattery, admitting | 


indulging any irregular Pali 
in not rejecting the firſt 4 


proach to what is criminal : /i 
neſs may come under this Hey 
as the great Field that produd 
theſe poiſonous Weeds; alſo 
the Time that is loſt on ſi 
Recreations or as corrupt t 
Mind, and add Fewel tot 
Paſſions. - 
Holatry ; that is, all falſe Wo 
ſip, though of the true 00 
by Images, Cc. all Creatiſ 


Worſhip whatever, loviag or fearing ti 
Creature immoderately, and more t 
God, fo as to be more careful to ple: 
or fearful to offend Man than God. Vin 
craſt, going to, or truſting in Aft 
logers, Fortune-Tellers, _— Daf 

| me! 


„ 
ens, traditionary Spells, and Charms. 
bred, Variance, indulging a contentious 
oppoſing Temper, loving Diviſions 
bout Neceſſity or juſt, Cauſe. Emu- 
ons, grieving at, and detracting from 
ſe Perfections in others, we either can- 
or will not acquire our ſelves.. Wrath, 
fe, Seditions, an Impatience under a juſt 
icction to Laws and good Govern- 
nt. Hereſies 5 Which are Errors in Re- 
jon, ariſing from a Pride of the Mind, 
tending to be wiſe above what is 
itten; that is, what God has revealed 
his holy Word for us, and our Chil- 
n, to believe and to do; intruding 
o Things not ſeen, affecting to explain 
at they cannot know, and what a fi- 


I:, imperfect, and depraved Intelle& 
Heißgnot comprehend ; and to convey to o- 
rol; adequate Idea's of an infinite and 
alſo reg Eſſence, the firſt Cauſe of all 
n Wines: ſtriving about Words to no Profit, 
upt Meeting that the End of the Command- 
to ents is Charity; neglecting the Com- 

andments and Revelations from God, 
ſe WI! making neceſſary to the Salvation of 
de GOlWuls, and the Terms of Church Com- 


reatuWinion, the Believing of the additional 
dArines, or the doing the ſyper-er- 
ated Commands and Traditions of 
en. E 
To make doubtful, Speculations the 
aſe of Diviſions in the Church, pro- 
eds generally from a proud, conten- 
tious 


1156 

tious Spirit; and all ſuch as divider 
and ſtubbornly difobey, the Laws! 
Inſtitutions of the Society, Civil or! 
cleſiaſtical, on Acaount of Things yy 
ceremonial, which, though liable to 
jections, they confeſs are not finful, 
involve themſelves in the Guilt of neeſ 
Separation, obſtruct the Progreſs of t 
Piety, and the Improvement of 1 
Truths, taking up and clouding k 
Minds by the Duſt of needleſs Cont 
tions; but though all Dividers in t 
Caſes are condemned, yet the rigid 
tyrannical Impoſers of Things, juſtly 
ceptionable, though not unlawful, 
by no Means excuſable, and muſt 
Twer to God for ſuch Offences; 
laying a ſtumbling, Block in their | 
ther's Way to offend by. I have 
_ haps ſaid too much on this Head; 
the melancholy Reflections which | 

preſent State we are in raiſes, has 
me into it. We ſee the ill Effects ti 
Things already have, and may juſtly i 
yet worſe; and we can never exped 
ſee a Cure of theſe Exils, till all $i 
lay more to Heart the great Obligatid 
Chriſtians have to Charity and Union, 
mutual Love and Forbearance; till th 
Religion (I mean not a Party, but C 
ſtianity, as laid down in God's Wor 
can neither thrive at Home, nor ſpii 
its Roots Abroad. But how danger 
ſoever Hereſie and Schiims are to 
| pr 
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SEES... 
zud and contentious Beginners or Main- 
ners of them, let not the meek and 
mble Ones fear the like Dangers from 


ugment, or the crafty Solty of others 
poſe them to; for to them ſuch Miſap- 
ehenſions ſhall not be Hereſies, but ſim- 
Errors, Which the Goodneſs of God 


ier them from the Error, or fave 

onen from its malignant Conſequences, if 

ne fiacere, and their Heart is upright 

iq Wore God; ſince every one that truly 

ſly} reth God, and worketh Righteouſneſs, . 
TH be accepted of him. 


tue, Wiſdom, Learning, Riches, Ho- 
rordeſerved Praiſes of another. Mur- 


y 1 of the Body, or Reputation of another 
TT al that tends to theſe Miſchiefs. Re- 
ich gs that is, all vain Recreations, that 
bs ipate the Mind, ingage Men in ill Com- 
+ M loſe much Time, are expenſive, and 


ruct Charity, and the like ; Of the which 
ell you before, as I have told you in time 


11 Sg» t they which do ſuch Things, ſhall not 

igatill crit the Kingdom of God. 
ion, WE” without are Dogs, and Sorcerers, and Rev. 22. 
ill thc ongers, and Murderers, and Idola- 10. 
nt Cl and whoſoever loverh and maketh 4 


brother he is a Lyar, GC. 


Thon 
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h Miſtakes, as their own. Weaknels of 


I pardon ON d general Repentance, and 


90 


nuyings; that is, being grieved for the Gal. 2 


if a Man ſay, he loveth God, and hateth x Joh. 4. 
20 


And this Commandment have we of God, Ver. 21, 
t be that loveth God, love his Brother alſo. 


[ 158 ] 


Mar. 22. 7 Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with 4 


37- Heart, with all thy Soul, and with all thy 1 ; 
Ver. 39. Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy f 
Ver. 40. On theſe two Commandments hang a : 

Law and the Prophets. £ | A 
Mat. 5, ye love them which love ou; what . 
46. ward have you ? Do not even the Publi hy 


the ſame? | 
Ver. 44. But I ſay unto you, love your Enemies 
them that curſe you, do good to then 
hate you, and pray for them that deſyin 
uſe you and perſecute you. 
. 14. For if you forgive Men their Treſ 
your heavenly Father will alſo forgive you 


Mark 3. Whoſoever is aſhamed of Me, or my Wi 
38. that is, aſhamed to own himſelf my pe 
ciple, by obeying my Conmands, th. 

ſhould expoſe him to the Perſecutiou 
Contempt of Men, of him fhall the SM, 


Man be aſhamed when he cometh in the 0 
of the Father. 

Tit. 8. For the Grace of God that bringeth Si 
11. tion hath appeared to all Men. . 
Ver. 12. Teaching us, that denying Ungodlineſul 

is, all Impiety and worldly Luſt, that is, 
9 Immorality, we ſhould live ſoberly with 
ſpe& to our ſelves, righteouſly with reſi 
to our Neighbour, and godly with rel 
to God in this preſent World. | 
Ver. 13. Looking for that bleſſed Hope and the 
rious Appearing of the great God and 
Saviour Feſas Chriſt. | 
Ver. 14. Who gave himſelf for us, that he m 
redeem us from all Iniquity, not to fait 
in our Sins, but from them, and ſo p 


1 159 ] 
himſelf a peculiar People zealous of good 
ext you are to conſider what are the 
ral Aggravations of Sin. or 
rſt, If againſt Knowledge; the De- 
s of this Aggravation riſe according 
he Degrees and Clearneſs of Convicti- 
that ſuch or ſuch Things as you do or 
t, are contrary to your Duty; not that 
ul Ignorance will excuſe any Sin, but 
far as it was more or leſs, an involun- 
| [gnorance, it will leſſen your Guilt. 


rend the Servant that knew his Lord's Will, Luke 12. 
you. Wi prepared not himſelf, neither did accord= 47. 
Ha to bis Will, ſhall be beaten with many 


pes. | 
or unto whom ſoever much is given, of him Ver. 48. 


tron ih (ball be required; and to whom Men have 
: omitted much, of him they will ask the 
the GI re. | 


or if after they have eſcaped the Pollutions 2 Pet. 2. 


th Sie World, through the Knowledge of the 


and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, they are again 

neſs, noled therein, the latter End is worſe with 

at 1s, Wn: than the Beginning. | 

with WW For ir had been better for them not to have Ver. 21. 
1 rein: the Way of Righteouſneſs, than after 

h rel) have known it, to turn from the holy Com- 


naments delivered them. 


d the Secondly, If you ſin after Reſolutions 
and d Vows of Reformation, and ſome Pro- 


eis therein. 
he m 
» fart 


ſo pig 4ori according to all the Abominations hole 
that Chapter 


But when the righteous turneth away from Ezek. 18. 
Righteoriſneſs, and commiterh Iniquity, R d che 
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that the withed Man doth, all "bit Righty 

hat he hath done, ſhall not be ment: 
in his Treſpaſs that he hath treſpaſs d, 
in his Sin that he hath ſinned; in them ſul 
die. | e 
Be thou faithful to the Death, and \| 
ſhalt obtain the Crown of Life. 

To them, who by patient Cont inuanct 
well-doing, ſeek for Glory, and Honour, 
Immortality, eternal Life. 

But the heinous Aggravations of $ 
againſt Knowledge and good Reſolutidl 
muſt not to be underſtood to extend tot 
leſſer Sins of Infirmity, and Sur prize, bit 
wilfn] and deliberate Returns to, ot! 
dulgence in any, habitual Sins; nor} 
Muſt the falling into any, even of the 
diſcourage Repentance, and drive to! 
ſpair and an obdurate State of Inſenſih 
ty: This 1s to paſs into a State of Dani 
tion even in this World, and is the wo 
Choice a Sinner can make; and if he d 
in it, his Excluſion from Heaven is tl 
Act of his own Will, not God's; who | 
declared, that He willeth not the Death if 
Sinner, but that he ſhould repent and lin 
therefore let your Sins be of what Nati! 
or have what Aggravations ſoever, it 
certain, the beſt Thing that is left for ſu 
unhappy Per ſons is, to repent and amen 
and to do all that they can to reg! 
Pardon and Peace, and then caſt thel 
' ſelves on God's infinite Mercy declared | 
- Chriſt Jeſus: If they are at laſt = 


: 


| 1 161 ] . . 
re is great Cauſe to hope they ſhall 


Mercy; however, they will loſe no- 
g: It may abate their Puniſhment or 


ſul doſe for a lower Degree of Happineſs; - 
where there is the leaſt Hope left to 
a i pe God's Wrath, and but one poſſible 
to do it, it is 20 . Madneſs to re- 

nce I that only Remedy. 
„rah, Sins after 988 Corrections, 
hare Calls to Repentance, receive 
f her Aggravation; 
uta vain have ] ſmitten your Children, they Jer 2. 30, 
[thi received no Correction, &c. - 
but Lord, Are not thine Eyes upon the 5. 3. 
ot i > Thou haft ſtricken them, but es Wee 
wr! ricved, &c. 
| the y ſhould ye be ſtricken” any more? Te Iſa. T. 5. 
to Vevolt more and more: The whole Head 1 
-010088t, and the whole Heart is faint. 
ami told, happy ts the Man whom God correct- Jobs.17. 
> WO! tlerefore deſpiſe not thou the Chaſtening 
he 1 Almighty. 
15 Or whim the Lord loveth, he correcteth, Prov. 3. 
rho 1 Father the Son, in whanhs delighteth. 12 
ath /r mhom the Lord loveth he chaſineth, and ae 12. 
1d ler every Son whonmhe receiveth. 
Nate afficteth only for our Profit, chat we Rev. 12. 
1, N be Partakers of his Holineſs. + 10. 
for (Wow 10 Chaſtening for the preſent, ſeemeth Ver. 11. 
amen joyous, but grievous; nevertheleſs, aſter- 
regt yielderh the peace able Fruits of Righ- 
t the e unto them that are exerciſed thereby. 
ared WWhwthly, A fourth Aggravation is, if 
ſinceßß eo on in a ſinful Courſe of Lite after 

then Mercies and Deliverances. 


M vet 


N 50 * rn R 
T%. 7 , WS. 8 by WOES 9 
3 A . 

8 — 


th, 8H * Srl IF ** r aß  .  n 0ee OE Wc 
* A 4 ut « ] 42 Y { pf * I „ * * ae? i 
1 * n * 
9 4 | ot 
4 W IJ 
* X 4 


mo, DO 
Kom. 2. Depiſeſt then the Rivhes of God's ( 
4 meſs, and Forbearance, "aud loug-ſuſfera, 
knowing that the Goodneſs of God leadal 
2 he 4 know (or conſider) o 
| Hoſea 2. For ſbe did net know (or coniider) ut 
8. gave ber Corn, and Wine, and Oil, adn 
| plied her Silver and Gold. _ 
24 | Deut. 3. Beware that thou forget not ebe Lal 
"i ' 11. Gol, in not kerping his Commandments. 
| Ver. 12. Leaſt whentbou baft eaten and art ful, 
Hhaſt built goodly Houſes and dwelt theres 
Ver. 1. And when thy Herds and thy Fla 
Silver and Gold, aud all what then! 
., - * 
Ver. 14. Tu Heart be lifted up, and thou ſng 
Lord thy God. | „ 
The Word of God being the great 
of a Chriſtian's Duty, I have col 
theſe few Paſſages, as the moſt judiſ 
Rules to try your ſelf by; the bly: 
pture having a peculiar Power and Al 
Tity ſuperior to all humane Compoſ 
therefore I have frequently inſerted 
Portions of thoſe ſacred Books, tin 
out this little Work, which has litt 
to recommend it co you; but if 9g 
heart, the Scriptures here co | 
very Head of Devotion and Duty, 0 
others as your own Reading the Bible 
quently ſhall direct you #0, you Wil 
ver be unprovided of a certain Dit 
what thoſe Things are which you are 
or to forbear, ſo far as is neceſſary t 
preſent and future State: Vou ad 
tye your felf to any one Form of 
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n 3 Your Examination bein 
ormed, both as to the Nature and 
gravations of your Faults, eſpetially 


— 2 


F 


Samble Confeſſion of all your paſt Sins 
remaining Infirmities, with a truly 


owfyl Heart, and an. humble Senſe 
our great Yaworthinefs of the divine 


lt IWR: 9 | 7 1 ns 
e this Sorrow for Sin, muſt not on: 
wor Fear of Puniſhment, but from a. 


: 4 


Excellency of God's Laws, and the 
nableneſs gf Virtue, and from a ſin- 

ve of God, which will produce 4 
f for having diſhonoured, diſoheyed; 


t moſt kind Lord and Benefactor: For 
re not to think of God as a Tyrant, 
 deligtits to impoſe grievous or extra- 
at Laws, to ſhew his Power or gtatifie 
Cruelty in puniſhing Tranfgreſſors ; 
jou are to conſider God as 4 wiſe and 
Fecher, all whofe Commands tend to 


is Children; tho? ſortie of ther may 


eaſon of the Weakneſs of our childiſh 
cities, that make us apt to prefer 4 
nt Satisfaction, tho' never fo trivial, 
7 far greater that is out of Sight and 
fe: What God forbids is really _hurt- 
Ad Allowance to Sin would flot be 

5 = trus 


Nas u 25 returg, go on fo maße 


b ConyiRtion pf the real Evil of it, of 


dilpleaſed the moſt excellent Being; 


preſent or future Good and Happineſs 


s pleaſing, or not ſo well undetſtood, 
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true Liberty; it would be only to cha 
| 3 EN N Our Obedience to God, | and Our Res | 
into a Slavery to Paſſion and brutiſh 4 
F petites. You will not, if in a good $ 
of Mind, have ſo much as a ſecret . 
do alter God's holy Laws, but ouly 
| kreckify your own Heart hy them. pg 
right Temper of Mind, and a true Con 

tion for Sin, does ariſe from the d 

Views of your Underſtanding, upon whi 

your Will readily vonſents to all Gi 
Commands as good and juſt ; and you 1 

perceive, that to be enabled to keep thi 

is your Privilege as well as your Di 

and the proper Exerciſe of a ratig 
Creature; and that Rebellion againſt( 

is moſt irrational. All wilful, Sin 

5 mounſtrous Deformity, the only real I 
| a Sin may be greater or leſs, but can nc 

be an Object of Choice, it having in 

Nature an inherent Pravity, as cont 

to the pure and perfect Nature of Gi 

ſo that a Soul truly inlizhtned and! 

fied, would not fin, tho! before - hand 

| of Impunity and Pardon. I appre 
3 i theſe ConviRtions of the Evil of Sin, 
Y 5 R its being the only proper Object of 
r Hatred and Averſion, are in ſome De 
1 Produced in all that are truly regen 
JE | and converted, tho* thro” Ignorance, i 
of Reflection and Application, they 
not diſcover themſelves; for ſo long 
the Love of any known Sin. remains, 
true Converſion is not perfected : But 

| | 62 bug vi 
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awn Sins, 1 do not mean ſuch as have 
Foundation, but in the Fancy of Men of 
ſerent Tempers, but ſuch as are con- 
ry to the plain Laws of God and Na- 
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vt let melancholy Perſons, of weak 
| ſcrupulous: Conſtitutions, | take heed. 
to intangle themſelves in their Exa- 
jations 5 they are very bad Judges in 
ir own Caſe: Therefore they would 
well to let others aſſiſt them in the - 

lement they paſs; only let them chooſe. 
Directors as are wiſe, and pious, 
oſe Doctrine and Life are moſt con- 
able to the Word of God; not fan- 
ul, but triAly virtuous and charitable : 


0 i thoſe who are ſuperſtitions or enthu- I 
. tical, but much more thoſe who are = 
u voral, will do more Harm than Good * 


u ay who put themſelves under their 8 
du ection: Nor do I ſuppoſe that ſuch as " + 4 
We been ſo unhappy as to let any Sin grow Fo. 

dy tual, can all on a ſudden get ſree from 


nd ty Degree of that Sin. One of a haſty, 
Mei donate Temper, and ſo Men inclined 
10, ride, Covetouſneſs, &'c. may find the 
of Innings of thoſe ill Humours riſe in ' 
Deir Minds, even after their Reaſon and . 
gene aſcience are ſo far awakened, as to ſee 8 
oc, 1 deteſt the Sin, and to reſolve againſt „ 
e So that the Will ſnall no more con- _—_— 
lol to it, nor the Affections delight in : = 
ns bot reſiſt and check it, ſo ſoon as it KS 18 
Bu covers it ſelf. As a Drunkard may . | Sa F | N 
ivithout Sin, after he has reſolved | „ 
in = -againſh e = 
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sgainſt Intemperanee; but if he m « 
Kceſz 2 


that Appetite, by Indusiag E 5 
relapſe into his Y ener fn Mabir. | 
witfillly; for how ee, ſbever 
firſt Motion to any Sin may be, it d 
be wilfully entertained in the Mind, 1 
leſs allowed to appear in our Words | 
_ Aftions, without leaving us under 
Guilt of wilful Sin; And tho' they 1 
. pot always be fo deliberate; ds conſt 
the Nature of wilful Sins; yet they 
at leaſt Sins of Surprize and 1nfifh 
and as ſuch they gre to be repeated 
and more carefully watched apainlt 
the future; and in Time even these! 
poſitions may, by a ſtrick Waten add 
ſtant Endeavour after their oppoſite 
tues, be ſubdued, and the conttary Ot 
grow habitual; the moſt Covet6is1 
grow liberal, the Provd humble, tel 
fonate mild and gentle, &p. But to 
vent all needleſs Scrupuloſity, the Hi 
of Sin required, as neceſſary to tre 
verſion, muſt ſo far ariſe from the G 
deration of the Wiſdom and Goodnel 
God's Laws, as to induce us to approveti 
as moſt excellent, juſt, and reaſoii 
and as ſych we muſt reſolve to ſubn 
their Conduct, and fo yield an edtift 
impartial Obedience to them all. 
1d recommend this frequent Cone 
and lamenting paſt Sins, as well as 
Iufirmities, (not that if you are a tfie 
nitepr, you may not comfort your fell! 
the Belief of being pargohed pol 


ge t 


1 
| ſerious Repentance) but becavſe ſuch 
xedted Confeſſions are of great Advan- 
pe to the Increafing your Humility and 
atchſulneſs againſt Falling again by the 


tion of the Folly and dangerous Con- 
mence of Every wilful Sin: For want of 


dt Wis, among the many that Tay they re- 
rt, How- few do we ſee bringing forth + 
lt ur meet for Repentance ? Of few - 
hey Wn it be faid, they love much, becauſe. 
ir ech has been forgiven them? We are 


wry ready fo. comfort our ſelves by the 
amples of great Sinners who obtain- 


e their Repentance. Sorrow for Sin 
nnot be hurtful, ſo long as joined with 
lope and Endeavours to amend. A De- 
reſſion under the Senſe of Sin, may in- 


tion or Infidelity ; and *tis always a bad 
zu when your Senſe of paſt Sins indiſ- 
les you for preſent Duties, and occaſi- 
a uſeleſs Sadneſs and Sloth, or tempts 
bn to entertain falſe and hard Thoughts 
f God, as a Being implacable and cruel, 
Fc. Whenas God is all Mercy and Com- 


d Favour, that is, all that truly turn to 


as iim. k | 

tin i But indeed thoſe black Thoughts of God, 
fell od Miſtakes of his Nature and his Laws, 
po) re ſeldom the Effects of a true Sorrow and 


NM 4 "= Wome 


ne Temptations, and your fuller Con- | 


Mercy, but do not endeavour to imi- 


d be exceſſive, it may turn into a Difſ- 
Ie inſtead of a Cure, and end in Super- 


aſſon, and ever ready to be gracious to 
that are capable to receive his Grace 


are but the juſt Conſequences of their y 


t 1 

- Saſs of the Evil of Sin bot are very 
ten the Effects of an ill Conftitution of 
dy, and ſometimes they ariſe from the i 
Terrors of Puniſhment, which they cang 
but fear while they find their Love tog 
remains in them; and that tho' they g 
on ſome out ward Reformation, yet i 
Hearts are ſtil} in an Oppokition to the hq 
- Nature of God. 
This Exceſs of Sadneſs, under thi 90 
of Sin, may alſo be the Effect of Prid 
and a partial Self- love, that can't | be 
the Thoughts of that Difhonour and C 
tempt that is the natural Companion 
Sin, that they are fallen below all tho 
whoſe Virtue bas been ſteadier than thi 
own; and if Birth or Fortune ſoftens t| 
World's Cenſures, yet their own Hes 
condemn them and torment. them; th 
are therefore glad to find others as b 
and enyy thoſe who are more innocent 
impatient to bear the Remembrance 
their paſt Follies, that they could ever 
ſuch weak and deluded Creatures, ſo f 
below a rational Nature, and that all the 
_ preſent Pain and Fears of future Miſer 
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ful Choice; fo that from the Pride at 
Stubbornneſs of their Spirits ( inſtead 
Humiliation and Self- abaſement under ti 
Senſe of Sin, and a tender Sorrow for! 
ving offended God) they fret and gro 
angry againſt themſelves, and change 
juſt Grief into a fruitleſs Selt-condemlil 
Nu; and GRE It ſo hard to be "wy 

cik 
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B 
ed to themſelves, they can hardly, with 
far Stcadineſs or Comfort, apprehend ho- 
od can be reconciled to them. S0. tha SY 
aun ear what is often called Troubleof Mind, 
b its Beginning from Pride, and an Un- 
llingneſs to part with. what they are 
nyinced is ſinful. But if you are truly 
e nbled, and ſenſible of the Evil of Sin, 2 
u will ſubmiſſively bear all thoſe De. _ 
ſements and Reproaches of you w m  _. ' _ 
ind, or what comes from the Tongues of >... ——_ 
hers, as the juſt;Puniſhment of your Sins: —_ 
nd tho? the Cenſures of the World ſhould  . *'* 5 
> without Charity, and aggravate. your ä 
olies beyond the Truth, yet you will 
ur it with Patience, and be ready to 
5 rgire thoſe that ſo deſpitefully uſe yon: - = 
nd if you truly love God and your Neigh- © i 
ur, you will not envy, but rejoice in their | 1 
riehter Virtue and Innocence; and from 1 
cen bur own Experience of Sin's Deformity, —_— 
ce e very zealous to prevent it in others, 
rer Npecially to preſerve young Perſons from 
o ſos Deluſions, whoſe Paſſions and Unexpe- 
| thence are too apt to betray them into a 4 
iſeriWooformicy to the World and its evil - a9 
ir viWoſtoms., In ſhort; the Word of God and _ 
le a-Wght Reaſon, will tell us plainly, that if _ 
ead e have been ſo unhappily deluded, as to —_— 
Jer Hl into a State of Sin, be it to a greater 
for Mir leſs Degree, yet ſtill the beſt Thing we 


© 
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auge epentance, ceaſing. to do any.more Evil, | 
muiched learning, ſo faſt as we can, to do well; 


recoll ſtrict Avoiding all the Temptations to 
| 8 58 offend, 


F 
„ 
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offend, with Abi Refolirions and 1 | 
deavours to do the beft Things we cus 
- approving; the Sincerity of our Love Won 
God, and the Truth of our Repentait 
by 4 ſteady keeping of all God's Co 
mandments; N exvonring to de fol 
good W and in particular, to 
watchful in ens Exerciſe of that uſeful f 
of Penirence and Mortification, the br let 
ing all the Paſſions and Affections und 
the Government of Reaſon, in the leit 
well as in the hardeſt Inſtances and Tri 
and when you have thus honeſtly _ 
beft yon can, reſign your ſelf andy 
own Will, jntirely to the Will of G 
| both with reſpe® to inward Comfort ins 
. your outward Reputation in this Wo en 
God is juſt and merciful, and will 

forſake the Soul that ſeeketh bim. 
Such Fruits as theſe can hardly fprii 
but from a good Tree; and I dont! 
but they will ripen into Peace and Af 
rance, and at laſt be perfected in Joy u 
Glory. 
Indeed Sin is of a condemning Nature, 
ſeparates from God, but the New Corel 
in Chrift admits of Repentance ; ſo th 
Repentance towards Go „and Faith in 
3 us Chriſt, is preached to the gre 
eſt of Sinners; and all who come to 0 
through Chriſt, for his ſake, ſhall fi 
Mercy in the Pardon of Sin, Reconciliati 
to God, the Aſſiſtance of his holy Spit 
and an Admiſfion to his Kingdom 
| OF and Glory. Theſe are r ha 
romil 


z all ſuch, perform the 


us on the Fart 
jontlitions Which are fammed up in Re- 
mane, Faith, and new Obedience, àe- 
ording to the Rules of Ged's holy Word. 
But tho” Bxamination and Cofifeſfion are 
he firſtand proper Imployments bf aDay of 
Jumiliatioti and Retirement; yet as to the 
zthod or Form of doing it, ſo it be dene 
wnoſtly and without Saperitifion, let your 
un Experience, or ſuch Books à8 you like 
oſt, be your Directors; only have a Cate of 
D Extreams, preflooking and ifdulgi 
a] Faults, or being niee, and raiſing ehdlefſs 
kroples about triffing Infirmities and ima- 
tinaty Defects: God dees net Yefire the 
borrow or Sufferings of his Creatures, but - 
ih order to their Benefit. So that *tis grofs 
Super ſkition to chink that God is to be at- 
oned by ſuch rigorous Mofrtifications, as 


Mortifications that ſerve not as Inftru- 
ments of Virtue, are to be avoided, *T was 
Bals Priefts that mixt their Blood with 
their Devotigus, and 'tis the Devil only 
that delights in the Torments of his Vo- 
faries : Folly in ſome, and hypocritical De- 
ens in others, have ſometimes recom- 
gre fiended ſuch uncom manded 'Will-worſhip 
to Gf td pious Sopls ; but the true Mortification 
m fefa fincere Penitent, is to ſubdue every 
mate Paſſion and Appetite, to the Will of God, 

ng end to right Reaſon ; ta defpiſe the vain 
Potnp of Life; to prefer a virtuous Act to 
Honour, Intereſt, Pleaſure; to be ready 
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ut you to Pain to nd End; therefore all 
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to ſuffer, nay to die for Truth, for N 
to be ready to deny your Eaſe, your Meat 


Friends, Honour, Fortune, not at //yoii 


relieve or help the preſſing Miſeries of 0 


themſelves; and none to the World. 


of Virtue: or of Religion, but be willing 


tue, for your Country, or your Friends 


Drink, Sleep, Diverſion,” not barely to it 
your ſelf, but when you can do others ay 
real Good by it; to be ready to reſi! « 


own Will, but at God's Will, when M 
wiſe Providence deprives you of then an 
to give freely of your Abundance, nay 9 
ſpare from Your lawful» Conveniencies, tt 


thers ; to defend the Oppreſſed, vindicat 
the Injured; and the like.. 
Theſe are the neble and uſeful Ads of 


Self-denial and Mortification, and not thoſſiet 
heatheniſn and ſuperſtitious Whimſie 


which ſpring generally from Pride, Folly 
or Diſcontent, and are of little Uſe tt 


Another thing to be avoided in the BY 
erciſe of Repentance, is, an over-indulgug 
SadneſsandMoroſeneſs of Humour ; it tend 
much to the Diſhonour of Piety and Vir- 
tue, which is the trueſt Friend to good 
Humour and good Breeding in the World 
and I have ſeldom known a good wil 
Man that had not all the Effentials eu. 
good Humour, good Breeding, and a de 
cent Cheerfulneſs, Some Peoples Conſt 
tutions are naturally ſad ; however, I 
them not indulge that, or think it an Ac 


to amend. it as well as they can, which k 


all that is required of them; for Tempe 
| | WI 


Ut 5 1 
in differ as 1 as we are Abtes te be 
Armities of Mortality ; only take Care 


Vit 
nds 
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Ve N 
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ntance:conſiſts in ſad: Looks, or the out- 
ard Act of repeating Words, whereby 


een expreſs a Sorrow for, and Hatred to 
ven, when your Heart really loves it, and 
1 fears Hell: That may be a good Be- 


em 

tion right, till you find your Under- 
8, t 8 Will and Affections united in 
Fo is, that you approve God's Laws; ſee 


% ory: Juſtice, and Expedience of . 
ery Command of God; that the general 
iſpencing with any one of them, would 
e the breaking the Chain of Virtues, and 


ice appears irregular and deformed; that 
his View. raiſes in youa Deſire and a Long- 
jg to be in all things conformable to the 
les of Chriſtian Morality, and fixes your 


'olly 
e 


rope Means to obtain it. This Diſpoſi- 
on of Mind is true Repentance, and will, 


— 
Vit 


Hurt to the Whole, and to Society; that 


f fincere, bring forth Fruits meet for it. 


vt to deceive your ſelf, by thinking Re- 


„ #3 
42 
* 


juning, but never think this part of De- 


—4 


ill and Choice to the Uſe of all the 


rid sto the Manner, whatever Methods 7 
wiſe hause, be ſure ſo far to examine them | 
1; our Heart, that both may agree; and if 
a de ou approve a Form, make ſuch Altera- 


onſt 


Mind, and be ſure not to lye to God, 
hy pretending; to a Repentance that you 
ave not at Heart. Words may deceive 


ons as you find proper to your own. State 


len, and through a careleſs Spirit de- 
ceive 


"0 NG Fl * | 
SES your ſes 2 JW 
g e 5 
ſearches the Heart,  - 


RelieR;a little on the fel. 6 80 
_ pPtures, the better to diſpoſi your tai jy 
B 5 a ſerious Confeſſion of yavr paſt Sin, 
Pl ty. Les ti Words of my arenen and roy Mk 
=. 1+ tation of my Hare be acceptable ir thy S 
. 18, 7 mil de, my d and be JT. 


Sin. 
Prov. 28. s ches covireth be Sins, fe 50 ou 
1 on oye conſrſſeth end forſaloch . U 


PfHl25. . 2 not the Ling of my Yourh; x 


Tranſgreſſiont : > accords 
e , for hy Cod 7 la | 


Lor 
Pſal. 19. Who ban undlenand bis Errors # 
* 
| a, is an atfo 
g OUS EY 3 —_ net * 225 
| Then e e innocont 
the great Tr 3 ry 
T That great Sins, tho' log g paſt, obgith 
be frequently remembred * lumen 
appears in theſe Paſſages. N 
Pſal. 5r. „ Tranfyreſons and m5 
| Tir is ever before me. 
" rs. Owift Jeſus came inte the World to ja 
| | Sinners, of mhom I am chief. 
Ezek.. 36 Then ſhall pr jd hah ao Wg 
31. aud your Doings that were not good, and | 
 loeth your ſelves in your own Sight, far yok 
* your Abomimationt. 


X * 


e 


on # 


Th 


1 
ey ; 


h ; Werld 3 if ny Mes love rhe World, th | 
e the r 


ſv, the Luft of the Eyes, and the Pride o 
ft, 5s nt of the Father, bu is of the Worl 


e out of 4. B. Tilloefon. 


0 T Gracious and Merciful God, 
who art of purer Eyes than to 
+ behold Iniquity 4 ** dere to humble my 
Soul before Th a deep Senſe of my 
on Videneſs and Dein ts, I am 
a Gnful Creature, O Lond, and not wor- 
| of to Fo n yes to Thee my 
e Lis huh been little 
8 — a Cour ſe of Diſohedience, and 
6 | anvronthy Returns to Thee lor all thy 
„ Benefits. 
[Here rerolleſt your. ; oof Fife 5. lo fo 4 
ie, apt confierer al = Agerav ations of thoſe 
5 you have hern, or aremoſt apt to fail 9 
® loonfeſs the Folly of my | 
and the greater Sins and Vanities of iy 
s Youth, and the many great Provacati- 
ons which, in the Courſe of my Life, I 
have been often, tos often guilty: of. 
„Forgive, O Lord, forgive, I pray 
p bee, all theſe paſt Sins — Follies of 
m Life, which bave been ſo many and 


© great, and which 1 de now, with Shame 
Land Sorrow, confeſs and bewail before 
wy Thee, 


i . 


ji all that «x in the World, the Liſt of the Ver. 16: 


N — 1 * 


” 
"1 


mm 


Diligence, and Conſtancy that I ought, 


„ Chriſt. . Pardon, O my God, my mz 


IE PS 
Anse 111 


Attention of Mind; that I have nat 


_ E' tention, with that Sincerity of Hear 


e of my Heart and Thoughts, all irregulit 
_ «©. Appetites and Paſſions, and every finfil 


& cret Sins are in the Light of thy Coun 


Life, and conſider with my ſelf what 


* Hands, my Fleſh trembleth for fea 1 
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<<. and careleſs Performance of the Dutiglff 
of Religion, without due Affection an 


<. nifold Neglects and Omiſſions, and flight 


4 ſerved Thee with that Purity of 1 


4 with that Fervency of Spirit, with that 
&« Zeal for thy Glory, with that Care auf 


Forgive, O Lord, my Sins of Ignd 
©< rance and Infirmity, which are mor 
* than can be numbred, but eſpecially 
*all my wilful - Tranſgreſſions of "th 
holy and righteous Laws, the Impurit 


« and wicked Practice, of what Nature d 
„Kind. ſoever : Theſe my Tranſgreſſion 
with many more which I cannot remem 
<< ber and reckon up before Thee, areal 
in thy Sight, O Lord, and my moſt { 


© tenance. | When 1 look back upon tht 
Errors and Miſcarriages of my pal 


% have done, and what I deſerve at th 


„Thee, and I am afraid of thy Judg 
„ ments. 1 am aſhamed, O my God, tt 
* lift up wine Eyes to Thee, my God 
„ Lord, I am vile, What ſhall I anſwe 
„Thee? I abhor my ſelf, and repent 
in Duſt and Aſnes.. 
FI 18 a as Makf 
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oF Senſe of them be more grievous to me, 

than of any other Evil whatſoever. 
« Have Mercy upon me, O Lord, and 
according to thy tender Mercy, forgive 
all my Tranſgreſſions, for the Sake of 
my bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer. 
en. l * 124 


a4), The next Part of Devotion, after 


* 


that Lamb of God who takes away the 
of the World: _ 1 


ditate much on tht Goſpel Promiſes, 
Nature and Attributes of God, eſpe- 


t the Fonndation of your Faith and 
pe may be firm and ſteady : And if you 


Is or learned Friend or Miniſter, that 
judgment may be ſet right and clear, 
s to prevent the ill Effects of Melan- 
V or at leaſt to be able to diſcern be- 
JudgW2 a reaſonable Cauſe of Diſquiet, and 
od, taioral Oppreſſion of the Spirits. And 
God kerſwaſion of God's Love to all who 
unſwerely turn to Him, will ſecure you 
repeußß the Terrors of a ſervile Fear; for 

Wn find your Love of God to increaſe, 
Make N Fer 


« Make me deeply ſenſible of the great | 
Evil of my Sins, and work in me a 
hearty Contrition for them; and let the 


tamination and Confeſſion; is, Supplica- 
u for Pardon and Mercy, for the Sake, 
uin Virtue of the Merits and Sufferings 


To aſſiſt you in this Part of Devotion, 
his perfect Goodneſs and Benignity, 


any Doubts about the Underſtanding, 
\pplying theſe Promiſes, conſult ſome 
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Fear will naturally wear off, and an hum 
ble Dependance will grow more and mote 
for we can't fear where we love; and wher 
we find in our ſelves: a real Will and 

fire to pleaſe and ſerve; unlefs: it be ul 
we ſuſpe& the Perſons: we fear of Cru 
of Nature, of Injuſtice, or Ignoraſee 
our Sincerity, which no one can think 
God; who has true Apprehenſions of Hin 
or of the Nature and Deſign of the G 

| pe! and new Covenant in Chriſt Je 
of the 'Excellenicies: of his Perſon and 
fices, and the infinite Merit of his Obe 
ence and Sacrifice: All theſe ſo i maniſ 
ly ſetting forth the merciful Nature 
Almighty God, his Willingneſs to 
give the Penitent, his Accepring ours 
cerity inſtead of Perfection, and his N 
dinefs to aſſiſt our Weaknefs, that an! 
neſt Mind cannot fall into Deſpair 

@ from Error or Diſtemper. e 
You may extend thefe ' Supplications 

Pardon and erty, to the removinz 

reventing thoſe temporal judgment: 
= Sin; and by: obſerving e natura 

Conſequences and Miſchiefs of diſobe 

the divine Laws, awaken your Mind 

juſt Senſe of that. terrible Share of | 
ments you deſerve, did not the Mer 

God interpoſe, who is ſſowꝭ to Angen 

ready to forgive. But ſince God bi 
Deſign of Mercy in the temporal Pit 
ments of this Life, which is a State of ©n 
bation and Penitence, let your füt 
for the removing outward Suffering ate 


EE 


179 9 wh 1 

with a perfect Reſgnation on 
to the Will andCloig'a of God, your own 
aud your Noighbour's Edification qu Pro- 
bt: If Sufferings are *. to theſe 

nds, they are ar and not evil; there- 
fore leave the Choice to God, who beſt 
os what is beſt for 8 praying that 


TX for Mercies and Bleſſings, and you 

| not fear to have them, ſo far as they 
re re good for you; therefore when you are 
der Correction, pray rather to have it 
zoctified than removed, that God, as your 
ther, will amend: you by it, and ſupport 
u in it, and make you fealidle, that no 
fering is ſb grievous as Sin, and the 
me under the tho Difplcafare of offended 


Alſo ; in your Petitions for any temporal 
9d, the fame Reſignation and Indiffe- 
(ce muſt he endeavoured ; but againſt 
al Exil, you cannot pray too earneſtly ; 
<> as the Wrath of God, the With-draw- 
g his Grace, being left to your Self, to 
blind jndgment, a hard Hezrt, a Stupi- 
It in Sin, Unbelief, Error, and final 
Mdemnation, and Separation from the 
pre of GG. 
jaly, To conclude this Exerciſe, renew 
ur good Purpoſes of fincere and univer- 
| Obedience to the Will of God, as re- 
ned in the holy $criprores ; particular- 
conſider where you obſerve your ſelf 
Mt defective, and there renew your Re- 
ions of greater Care and Watchful- 
N 2 - - ln. 


u Repentance and Sanctiſcation, you max 
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| 11 180 1] 
neſs; compare your Heart and Praftio 
with your Baptiſmal Covenant, and ſud tes 
IF other good Purpoſes: as you have at an 
X Time made, if - agreeable: to the Rules i 
* | the Goſbeb z 15 boon an hf 
I )hen finiſh your Devotions with prayii or g. 
Es. for the divine Aſſiſtance, and Aids of Gol 
Foly Spirit, to render your | Endeavoy 
effectual to the attaining thoſe: Graces af 
Virtues you pray for; your natural Strengt 
is ſmall, and even that is much impaire{dedic 
by evil Cuſtoms or former evil Habits 
Nor can you ever be more in Danger 
falling into Sin or Error, than when yo 
are lifted up with a vain Preſumption « 
your own Sufficiency ; therefore remembe 
that an humble Dependance on God, 
your beſt Security : Only take Careth 
your Prayers for Grace may be ſincere 
that you truly deſire the Virtue you pn 
for, and are ready to uſe the proper Meal 
to attain it; that you honeſtly avoid Tet 
ptations ſo ſoon as obſerved, as that Crit 
pany, thoſe Recreations, Studies or! 
ploy ments by which you are apt to offen 
and to watch againſt, and to root out en 
growing Inclination to your former Sit 
If you are truly willing to leave your d 
or Sins, and turn to God, God is ready 
perform all his Promiſes, and the Eſt 
will follow: But tis your divided Hel 
between the Fear of God and Love to y0 
Sins, that proves ſo unfruitful. Theres 
be both earneſt and conſtant in your 
deavours to obtain thoſe Graces and) f 
| 2 end 
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es you ask in Prayer, and you can't fail, 
vploring divine Illumination and Sanctifi- 
ition, that you may never reſiſt thoſe ſa- 
ed Monitors that incline you to Good, 
or grieve the holy Spirit by the Commiſſi- 
1 wilful Sin, or the indulging an unat- 
ntive Temper of Mind, and fo not obſerv- 
jo or reſiſting the Checks that Reaſon and 
ſcience give in the Beginnings of Diſ- 
bedience, . Carefully avoid all that indiſ- 
fſes you to Self- Obſer vation, and the di- 
ne Direction; as the permitting your 
art to be poſſeſt and rent with anxious 


bh. 
{ 


Mefles your Mind in vain Pleaſures... Fly 
irregular Paſſions and Affections, either 
reſpe& to their Object or their Degree, 
at ſo you may neither fix on an unlaw- 


Limits of your relative Duties, or the 
tit of the Object you affecre. 

For if your Concern is over anxious, and 
ls Diſcontent, or occaſions the Neg- 
t of other Duties, it may be a Fault, 
' imployed on the moſt lawful Objects, 


is true, while we live in the World, 
| are Parts of Societies, and have Bo- 
$ liable to ſo many Wants, ſome Cares 
be neceſſary, and ſome Recreations 


zur de allowable ; yet if you abandon your 

and to a perpetual Toll in the one, which 
abrings Grief and Diſcontent; or find 
. reſting 


nes, or the allowing your ſelf to find a 
t and inward Satisfaction that wholly 


Object, nor on law ful Ones, beyond the 


for your Friends, Relations, Countrey, 
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EN placence in the, other, ſo asty 


ſay, it 1s r us _t0.þ 
N mall 1 Nen be; it kh. 


Sf the Heart is wandered from its tn 
| „And is porfaiog z falſe End, th 
il in Concluſpn produce nothing 
vey and Vexation or Fe 


4 Toe OR rhe ier Ae 17 
Aer ro a more Chriftian ae 
Archbiſtop Tillotſon. 


7 now, O Lord, in Coukily 
y thy great. Mercy and. Gon 
« Refs tb all that ate truly peniteat, a 
& fincetely reſolve to do better, I n 
« humbly implore the Grace and Ali 
“% znce of thy holy Spirit, to enable 
to become every Day better, and to 
* form whatever has been amiſs in 
* Temper and Diſpoſition of my Mi 
* or in any of the Actions of my l 
63 „ Grant me the Wiſdom and Underſtag 

a to know my Duty, and the He 
Will to do it. Vouchſafe-to 

« the continual Preſen:e and Diredi 
e the Aﬀiſtance and Comforts of thy 
“ly Spirit, whereby I may be diſpe 
« and enabled to do thy Will with 
« light and Cheerfulneſs, and with! 
* tience and Contentedneſs-to ſubmit 
« it in all Things. Endue me, O 10 
« with the true Fear and Love of I! 
and with a prudeat Zeal for thy þ 


| L 1831 . 
. Encreaſe in me more and more, 
the Grages of Charity and Meeknefs, 
of Truth, and Juſtice, and Fidelity: 
Give me Humility and Patience, and a 
Fir mneſs of Spirit to bear every Con- 
ud. with Conſtancy and Equality of 

Mind. . TN. > 
Enable me, O Lord, by thy Grace, to 
govern all my Appetites, and to ſubdue 

eyery inordinate. Luſt and Paſſion, 
"Temperance, and Purity, and Meeknefs, 
of Wiſdom, ſetting Thee-always before 
© me, that -1 may not ſin againſt Thee. 
Create in me a clean Heart, O God, and 
renew a right Spirit within me. Puri- 
e my Soul from all evil Thoughts and 
Inclinations, from all bad Intentions and 
Deſigns. Deliver me, O Lord, from 
Pride and Vanity, from immoderate 
Self-Love,. and obſtinate Self-Will, and 
from all Malice, and Envy, and Ill-will 
towards any. . 3 
% Make me to love Thee, as I ought, 
above all Things; and let the Intereſt 
of thy Honour and Glory be ever dearer 
to me than my own Will, or Reputa- 


* 


A 
) be 


ref pkg any temporal Advantage what - 

g ever. | INT at's | A 
( Sabdue in me the evil Spirit of Wrath 
- nd Revenge, and diſpoſe my Heart pa- 
ich WW >ntly to bear Reproaches and Wrongs, a 
boil ad to be ready not only to forgive, | 
510 but to return Good for Evil. 


Aſſiſt me, O Lord, more eſpecially in 


the faithful and conſcientious Diſcharge 
1 A4 | « of | 
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3 e of the Duties of that Station in'whi; 
3 Thon haſt placed me; and grant that 
d“ may employ all thoſe Talents and 4 

-$ vantages that thy bounteous Providen 
has intruſted me with, for thy Glo 
-* and the Good of my Neighbour. 
Confirm me, O my God, in all the 

* holy Reſolutions, and do Thou keey 
for ever in the Purpoſe of my Hear 
to perform them to the utmoſt of n 
c Power. All which 1 humbly beg f 
„thy Mercies Sake in Jeſus Chrif 


Amen. 5 
Ms Loa ff 


A Prayer of Iuterceſſion out of the ſan 
ln | +2 (91 138 
e F Thine ynworthy Servant deſire like 
64 viſe humbly to#interceed with Thee 
te the God and Father of All, for all Mat 
« kind; that Thou wouldeſt be pleaſed t 
* have Compaſſion upon their Blindne 
% and Ignorance, their groſs Errors au 
ce their wicked Practices. Send forth, 
“ beſeech Thee, thy Light and thy Truti 
« to ſcatter that thick Darkneſs whict 
« covers the Nations, and overſpread 
4 ſo great a Part of the World, thu 
« thy Way may be known upon Eartl 
and thy ſaving Health among all N. 
cans AAA 0D. 07 
< Bleſs and preſerve thy Church d 
s perſed overthe Face of the Earth; re 
ee ſtore to it Unity and Concord, in the 
F 
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Acknowled gment of the Truth, and the 
practice of Righteouſneſs and Goodnefs. . 
Remove out of it all Errors and Corru- 
ptions, all Offences & Scandals, all Divi- 
ſions and Diſſentions, all Tyranny & U- 
faxgaition over the Minds and Conſciences 
Men; that they who profeſs the 
fame Faith, may no longer perſecute 
and deſtroy one another; but may be 
kind and tender-hearted 'one towards 
another, as it becomes Brethren, and 
thoſe that are Heirs of the ſame com- 
mon Salvation. 

« 1 beſeech Thee more ef a to be 
merciful to that Part of thy Church, 
which Thou haſt planted in theſe King- 
doms. Pity the Diſtractions, and heal 
the Breaches of it. Purge out of it all 
Impiety and Prophaneneſs: Take away 
thoſe Miſtakes an® mutual Exaſperati- 
ons which cauſe ſo 'much Diſtemper and 
Diſturbance, and reſtore to it Piety and 
Virtue, Peace and Charity. Endue the 
Paſtors and Governours of it, with the 
Spirit of true Religion and Goodneſs, 
and make them zealous and diligent to 
promote it in thoſe who are under their 
lnſtruction and Care. Give them Wif- 
dom to diſcern the beſt and moſt pro- 
per Means of coinpoſing the Differences 
of this miſerably divided Church, the 
Heart to endeavour it, and by thy Bleſ- 
lng upon their e ng: the Hap- 
| fineſs to + teri * 


« | Be 
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de Re merciful, Q God, to this tay 5 
© tive Country, with all other reſorn bitie 
* Kingdoms and States: Unite then 
P thy Truth, perkees them in A 115 grea 
* Bleſs more eſpectally our Gracious ho 
©: yercign the Queen. Endue Her with nho 
*© thoſe Graces and Virtues which may Will Self 
© Her for that high Station wherein I far 
** haſtplaced her. Give Her Wiſdomal pro! 
 * Reſolution for ſuch a Time as this: n! 
; cover and defeat all the Deſigns of ui Wi. 
| ed and unreaſonable Men againſt VO ets 
* and her Government: Make Her © + 
4 great and (uccefsvul Exampje of M in 
cc and Virtue, co an evil and degenen der 
| « Age. Direct and bleſs all her Count. 
= e and Reſolutions, eſpecially in the Chor 
3 4 of thoſe who rule under Her in u Mi; 
and State, that they may every ont for 
te their Duty in their. ſeveral Stations, ven 
* may be moſt for thy Glory and lit cy. 
4 publick Good, remembring the Arπ gr. 
they muſt all one Day make. al 
Uſe this * Bleſs all our Allies, O righteous Lol « | 
in time of < that loveſt Righteouſneſs, and hat cif 
Har. „ Falfhood and Wrong, do Thou ft4n0 WE th, 
« us in the Maintenance of that juſt Cu“ an 
ce in which we are engaged, and blels . M. 
ce with Union and good Succeſs. Aud fo. 


« thy good time, Q Lord, reſtore Fegg“ an 
% to Chriſtendom; pnt an End to tho! „M 
« bloody Wars and Deſolations Mf m 
« with it hath been ſo long and ſo n 4, 
c ſerably harraſſed; and When Thos fee 1 
« jt beſt and fitteſt, manifeſt thy 90 ride 
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aus Juſt ice in giving Check to that Am» i 
binion and Crdeity which has been the | 
Cauſe of ſo great Calamities to ſo 
great a Part of the Worid. O God, to 
hom Vengeance belongeth, O God, to 
hom Vengeance belongeth, ſhew thy 
Self; lit up thy Self, Thou judge of the 
Earth, and render a Reward: to the 
proud; ſcatter the People that delight 
in War; let the Wickedneſs of the 
Wicked come to an End, but do Thon 
* Be merciful, O to all that are 
in Affliction or Diſtreſs, that labour un- | 
der Pover ty, Or Perſecution, or Capti- | 7 
vity; under bodily Pains and Diſeaſes, 
or under Temptation and Trouble of 
Mind. Be pleaſed to ſupport and com- 
fort them, and in thy due time, deli- 
ver them according to thy great Mer- 
* cy. I beſeech Thee, O Lord, of thy 
great GootInefs, to bleſs, as moſt meet, 
all my Relations and Friends. 10 
Forgive, I beſeech Thee, moſt mer- 
ciful Father, to all mine Enemies, all 
' their Malice and Ill-wüll towards me, 
and give them Repentance and better 
Minds; which 1 heartily: beg of Thee 
for them, as I my ſelf hope for Mercy 
* and Forgiveneſs at thy Hand, thro the 
* Merits and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, 
— moſt merciful God and Saviour. 
men. „ . $41 
This Exerciſe being long, yon may di- 
"de it iato Parts, with proper 8 
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Time, or find no Wearineſs, but your! 
tention keeps ſteady, go through the wh 
devotional Part at oncdſge. 
But before you leave your Cloſet, ot 
ſome convenient Part of the ſame) 
conſider again what may be the propen 
Means, and moſt likely to ſucceed int 
accompliſning that great End of all Der 
tion, the walking worthy of your Chriſt 
Vocation, and as becomes one dedicated 
God's Service, and entred into Chrif 
School, as his Diſciple; eſpecially hare 
your View thoſe Sins and Infirmities th 
you are moſt liable to, from natural 00 
ſtitution, from your Converſation, or Co 
dition of Life, your Place or Calling. 4 
ſo conſider how to perfect thoſe Chriſti 
Sraces, moral Virtues, or intellectual ut 
- Hties you yet find low and 'defeRive | 
wylar:ſel£,50.1 O n 1599090 | 
Only in making your good Reſolution 
obſerve theſe Rules. 
- Firſt, Remember all: wilful Sins muſt 
Tenounced and reſolved againſt; before y0 
can hope you are in a State of Salyatio! 
on a Child of rr 

24ly, You muſt reſolve to obey all God 
Commands, ſo: far as you know them, all 
ſincerely eadeavour it by the Uſe of pri 
per Methods, tho* thro? your Infirmitie 
you fall ſhort of:PerfeAionrin! your Obe 
dience. But, 1 
3Zaly, Where there is no Command 0 
Prohibition, bind not your ſelf poſitively 
"pl 0! 
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W 
for long Periods of Time in Things in- 
ferent, and where it is lawful to do or 
t to do; but try the Uſefulneſs of ſuch 
ppoſitions on your Liberty to the great 
nds of Religion, and their Suitedheſs to 
ur own Strength, by ſhort Periods of 
me Days, Weeks, Months, and then re- 
or cancel thoſe Reſolutions of any ex- 
ordinary Acts of Piety, Exerciſes of 
If-denial, Charity, or the like, as you 
Cauſe 3 never forgetting this Caution, 
t whatever tends not to ſome real Good 
your ſelf or your oY bour, but is 
ly needleſly uneaſie, is ſo far from be- 
religious, that *tis Superſtition and 
bly. | e : 
To prevent which, 1 adviſe you, eſpe- 
ly till you have more Age and Eype- 
ence, that you be not raſh; or make any 
eſolutions not clearly warranted by 
M's Word, on a ſudden Excitation of 
nd; but conſider them carefully again 
Id again; try if they will abide the Teſt 
Reaſon, and Rule of the holy Scri- 
res; for if they are only fanciful Af- 
ations, they will miniſter more to Vani- 
and Self-conceit, than real Holineſs : 
t the ſafeſt Way is, firſt to adviſe with 
me ſober and pious Guide, of ſome Years 
c Experience; for the moſt Part, all 
ch Free-will Offerings, tho? never ſo 
od and well choſen, had far better be 
e Sacrifice of every Day, and not to ob- 
ze longer, withont renewing them, to 
je your {elf for long Periods of Time, 
| Me | which 


wſt 
re 50 
ration 


God 
n, all 
f pr 
MILE 
Obe 


nd 0 
tively 
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Cloſet, pray for Perfeyerance, and a tn 


minion over your ſelf, in which the Lil 
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receive, with Love and Complacency, cith 


only perfe& Sacrifice, and in Virtge 
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. 
which may prove a Snare to Sin, iaf 
of a Help to Devotion; for ſuch extry 
dinary Vows are enerally raſh and @ 
ſtitious, the Effects of Weakneſs or þ 
and are often practiſed with Vanity, 
au ill-natured Severity to others why 
not. ey | AN ST RET | 

To conclude, Before you leave x 


mortified. Spirit, and reſt not in the q 
ward Performance, hut obſerve the My 
ner and End of your Humiliation, wh 
is not a bare confeſſing your Sins, or al 
Qing your Body, which is the Means, 
the End of Repentance ; for that cani 
in a ſincere Reformation of Life, in an ent 
Morti fication of your Paſſiuns and irregu 
Aﬀettions, in the ſubduing your Will to 
Will of God, and in alli, à true 


or rather the Sovereegnty of your rational] 
culties conſiſts; which will enable you 


Comforts or Sufferings, as it ſeems meet 
the wiſe Diſpoſer of all things to ſe 
them to you. FE erg 

- Finiſh your Devotion with a ſhort Con 
memoration of Chriſt's Sufferings, pri 
ing that the Merit of his Sacrifice may 
accepted, as the Propitiation for ja 
Sins; that you may be purified in i 
Blood of the Lamb; and the Offering 
your Soul and Body, may be acceptab 
for the Sake, and in Union wit 
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2 r Grrilt a ap 88 10 the Fleſh, 
andy as your Re mer en Puniſh- 
at, but as your Iuſtructor and Exam- 
to make you truly gobd and holy, and 155 
greateſt Manifeſtation' of God's Love 
Men, which ought to difpoſe you to an 
Bie and fflial Confidence in God 
rey, ſince Ged that fpared not his own 
mn, will deny nothing needful to the Sal- 
ſion of thoſe who ſerve him, and truſt in 


if any Buſineſs of Neceſſity or Charity, 
; you away before: the End ef this Ex- 
ciſe, di ſpatch it without Scruple, and re- 
rn to your Cloſet; but avoid needleſs 
tterruptions, and ſpend the reſt of the 
jay, if conveniently you can, in AQts of 
arity, and in the doing Good: As diſpen- 
ig Alms, viſiting the Sick, the Afi 

de Troubled in Mind, raking the Part of 
Oppreſſed, aſſiſting the Widow and 
therleſs 1 in their Buſineſs, inſtructing the 
orant, and the Iike, according to your 


» 


Con rtunities and Leiſure. : 
pra is do not indulge vain Rerrestiom, . 
a7 as much as you can, avoid makin 
Joiprofitable Viſits 3 but if ſuch are made 
u ü jou, appear not moroſe, but receive 
0g em civilly and cheerfully, for nothing 


becomes Religion worſe than a four Beha- 
Nour : Only be eareful of your Conver fu- 


bon, that its Levity indiſpoſe you not, nor 
9 diſturb 
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diſturb the Sedateneſs of your Mind hie 
at any Time you have made any parti Obti 
lar Reſolutions, keep them in Wii the 
and read them over on theſe Days; n, 
rather keep your Chriſtian Liberty u ered 
tangled, as to poſitive Vows; For a Hated 
Rules often conſidered and well obſer er : 
will advance you faſter in, true Pie l E 
than the multiplying Reſolutions, little H raſti 
gard ing how you keep them. nn; 
Io your Evening Prayers, add Pet we 
ons for God's accepting your Humiliation the 
and pardoning what is defective, and i to 
Grace to live to God's Glory and nn p 
own Salvation: Alſo pray for the Con ien 
ſion of Sinners, thoſe eſpecially that li pi 
have tempted to any Sin, or been temp .. F 
by, Cc. . V . 


An Advertiſement concerning Faſtim Wit 


AS TIN is one of thoſe Duties ti tec 
belong to us as Sinners, or liable 
Sin and Puniſhment; it being an outma 
Expreſſion of Sorrow for ſome Fault 
committed, or Puniſhment feared and de 
ſerved ; for which Ends all publick Fa 
are appointed, and ought to be obſerved? 
ſtrictly as is conſiſtent with our Strength 
and little Indiſpoſitions are rather to beet 
dured than publick Order greatly lighted 
But I mean by publick Faſts, only ſuch 
are particularly commanded by Authority 
not all thoſe the Rubrick appoints, mo 
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Obligation; or if you think fit to keep 


n, I think they are rather to be con- 
ered as private Faſts, which may be re- 
lated by the following Rules, or any 


tal Ends of Faſting. Cs ag 
Faſting is a Duty of no Self-excelleticy 
Will; for in that Senſe, neither if we eat 
us we the worſe, or if we forbear are 


to God; butit is a Means itt Order 
au End, and in Proportion to its Sub- 
iehcy to the End or Ends of Virtue 
| Piety, is good, uſeful, aud neceſfary. 
l. Faſting is abſolutely necefſaty, and a 
ty of it ſelf (even when through o- 
r Hindrances, extraordinary Devotion 
ot added to it) to aff ſuch Perſons as 
inclined to Exceſs in Eating, either as 


t only fit to break ſo deteſtable a Habit 
proper Mortifications, but to inffict 
e Puniſhment on the Body aud Senſes, 
oe Gratification by Gluttony, does ſo 
Ibly and certainly cloud the Mind, and 
liſpoſe it for the Exerciſe of its nobleft 
ulties. Therefore ſo far as Abſtinence 
L Faſting is of uſe to reſtrain or cure 
$ or any other irregular. Appetite or 
lion, ſo far it is a Part of natural Religt- 
, and of abſolute Obligation. 


- "mi 


Which, by general Diſuſe, ceaſe to be 
the Obſervation of ſome or morè of 


er as found moſt conducing to the ſe- 


the better; for Meat commendeth us 


reſpefts the Quantity or Delicacy of 
ats and Drinks; for in this Caſe, it is 
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* 2» It is uſeful as it reſpects extraord 
nary Devotion; for which, more than ord 
nary Retirement is required; and con 
guently Abſence from publick Meals, whe 
Company is apt to diſſipate the Thoug 
1s of good Uſe; but as to Degrees 
Faſting, it is to be left wholly to {| 
Choice of the Party, who alone is ap 
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dave their Mind ſoure, their Spirits Me le 
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er Health impaired; and inſtead of Joy 
Admiration at the Beauty and Charms 
true Virtue and Piety, they ſink under 
Burden of a diſordered Imagination, 
t repreſents God as a ſevere Maſter, 
| his Laws as arbitrary and difficult 
ligations. FOYER 1 _ 
By Faſting, I mean not a ſuperſtitious - 
ſtinction of Meats, but a total Abſtain- 
from all Food, ſo far as Health will 
ir: And here devout Perſons are not 
i& by Example, but to judge for them- 
yes; and becauſe ſome Conſtitutions 
without Hurt, nay, with Advantage 
Health, faſt long, they who are not ſo 
de, are not to think they muſt do ſo, 
more than becauſe a ſtrong Man can” 
ya great Weight, a weak one 1s to un- 


» V8Wrtake to do it; for in ſuch Caſes, it is 

r 1eſumption and Folly, and not Religion; 

ſe ve have no Reaſon to expect God 
fe Wold preſerve our Health and Life by Mi- 
1 k, when we refuſe to do it by the o: 

Ee 


ary Methods appointed for our Preſer- 
tion; therefore to thoſe who cannot 
vr a total Faſt till Evening, let them 
e ſuch a Proportion of Food, and ac 
Hours, as will enable them to carry 
their Retirement with moſt Advantage 
their ſpiritual Improvement; only ob- 
ing one general Rule, that the Provi- 
nof Faſting Days for your ſelf or Fa- 
ly, be ſuch as is leaſt expenſive, (that 
I may give the more to the Poor) and 
e leſs Trouble in the preparing; that 
0 2 your 


your Servants may not be more wear, 
to prepare a Faſt chan a Feaſt: which 
what .1 have often diſliked in the pr 
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ctices of the Rowan Church, ( beſide i 
Superſtition of making a Faſt conſiſt ini 
Diſtinction of Meats) their Faſting py 


being of Fiſh and other Things, much my 


expenſive than plain Meat, and giving m Goth 
more Trouble, that they may by 1e 
Cookery, and Variety of Dreſſing, * 
what is allowed, as agreeable as miyt deg? 


So that the Rich, for whom Faſtin 


Mat. 6. 
16. 


Ver. 17. 


Ver. 18 : 


unto thy Father which is in ſecret : And 
Father which is in ſecret, ſhall remard ! 


 openty- 1 


in all Reſpe&s moſt proper, have h 
or no Mortification ; and the Poor, whi 
L3bour and hard Fare makes it very! 
proper, ſuffer a great deal by that | 
raint. To conclude; for the Degree 
Frequency of private Days of Abſtine 
or Faſting, it is to be left to every of 
Liberty; nor are you to cenſure org] 
Rules to others; and for the Sort of 5 
let it be what will beſt contribute to Hei 
is Cheap, ſimple, and eaſily provided. 
Moreover when ye faſt, be not as the Hy 
crites, of a ſad Countenance : For they d 
gure their Faces, that they may appear | 
Men to faſt. Verily, T ſay unto you, they 
their Reward. N | 
But thou mhen thou faſteſt, anoint thy Ht 
and waſh thy Face. S995 (62 104 
That thou appear wot unto Men to faſt 


| 14%) 3 
Aud ſbe was 4 =; dow of about: f ur ſcere Luke 2. = 
{ four Tears; mhich departed. not from. the 37. - 
pple, - but . ſerved. God with Tal u- and 1 


x | erz N t and Day. 
In the Trumpet in 7 = bel., 4 FaſtyJorl 2. 
le ſolemn 


ab. 
OE the People: n. Cangrega-: Ver. 16. 
mhle the Elders : Gather the Chil- 
and thoſe; that ſuck. the Breaſts : up the 
. o forth af his ee t the} 
1 W Le ES 


cnae ut 
i Ruler for the Tmnpheying of the Lords 
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\ ISE as early as ; your Health will 
bear, at leaſt as early as on q; = 
er Days; by this I mean not to. diſallow TB 
e Sleep of a full Refreſhment, to pre- = 
nt ſuch Drowſineſs as might otherwiſe | 
der your private Retirement unprofi- = 
le, or your Attendance on publick Du- E 
ts irreverent and unedifying; but you | Þ 
uſt not indulge unneceſſary Sleep, which | 
Ither dulls than refreſhes the Mind; but _—_ 
Ire the Lord's Day an early Welcome: = 
order to which. conſider that no Day Reflecti. = 
ſo well worth the improving, as this ons at a 
Jay: And will you, after the ill Example! Rifn ürſt 
the Slothful and Prophane, indulge Fal * 
O 3 Eaſe 
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Huaaſe, and make it only a Reſt to M 
Body? This is at beſt but to keep the et 
bath appointed for the Ox and Af. 
it a Holy-day, and will you not img 
tit in holy Exerciſes? Is it the Log 
Day, and will you take it to your ſelf y 
neglect his Service, forget yon were ci 
ted by his Power, redeemed by his My 
cy, and are preſerved and live by 
Wiſdom of his Providence? | 
| Short Ejaculations at Riſing. © 
„ O Lord, by thy Reſurrection, ra 
ce me into Newneſs of Life, affording 

« all the Means of Repentance. 

«'Q God of Peace, who didſt bring 
gain from the Dead the Lord Jeſus Chr 
the great Shepherd of the Sheep, th 
<< the Blood of the eyerlaſting Teſtameſrou 
© make me perfect in every good Wo 
to do thy Will, working in met 
« which is well-pleaſing in thy Seat 
through jeſus Chriſt ; to whom be Geri 
«or ever. e 72-1 c 

O Thou, who upon this Day di 

c fend down thy moſt holy Spirit 

„thy Diſciples, withdraw not the fat 

« from me, but renew it daily in me mt 

and more, till I come to thy heavel 

Plal.84, 0 how amiable are thy Dwellings, 
1. Lord of Hofs. 

Ver. 2. Ay Soul has 4 Deſire and Longing to 

ter into the Courts of our Lord. 

Pſal. 84. For one Day in thy Courts is better 

io, 4 Thonſand. I had rather be a Door-kt 


1 


fs. 24 , Let not your Dreſs be ſo negligent 
imp to be remarkable and give Offence ; 4nd 


Loft 
elf x 
> (te 
S Me 


the other hand, let it not be ſo nice as 
take up much Time, or by Its Uncom- 
jonneſs attract the Eyes of the Behold- 
ts and ſo be a Snare to them as well as 
dur ſelf; generally avoid putting on new 
oaths on the Lord's-Day; it takes up toc 
ich Time, and too much imploys the 


" | 's 6 . . 49 . # 14 * * 
ene den , The King's Daughter % all gl 
108 1 1045 within. 343-3 : LAI EY 'S 1 
3h, To your uſual Morning Exerciſe; 


d ſome Devotions relating to the Duties 
P 
1. Pray that all the World may be 
roight to the Knowledge of the true 
dd, and Obedience of Chriſt ; that his 
lingdom may be per fected and haſtened; 


Seh et the Heathen may be given to his In- 
G rritance, and the outmoſt Parts of the 


arth to his Poſleſſion, c, T, xo. 21: 
2. That all who profeſs to believe in 


nit Wriſt, may agree in the Truth of his 
e ey Word, and live in Unity and godly 


Love, and obſerve this holy Day ſuitably 
o its End and Inſtitution ; pray that God 
would ſend faithful Labourers into his 
inegard ; ſuch as are truly taught of Him, 
ind veſted with a diving Authority ang | 
pritual Miſſion, an inward Love and Call 
t the Duties, as well as an outward Call 
er ito the Privileges of a Miniſter ; that God 

EE O 4 Would 


\ 


would open to them a Door of Utter 4s - 
te ſpeak che Niyſteries of Cbrid not in H oug! 
Words Which Mens Wiſdom teacheth, MY be 
whieh the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, compari 


ſpirit ya} Things with Spiritual. 
* 


Pray for thoſe that hear, that Gol 


Word may be received in Love, with nge: 
yerence. and Submiſſion ; that it may be; 
Seed ſow n in good Ground, bringing ft 
Fruit unto eternal Life, 
4. Pray that the Bleſſing” of God, aj 
the powerful Operation of his Holy op 
rit, may fo accompany his Word, andti 
faithfal.Diſpencers.of thoſe ſacred Tre 


2 


ſures, as to make it effectual to the li 
lightening the ignorant and the erroneo 


If t 


the Convincing and Converting the Sh ny 
ner, the Comforting and Jncopraging the, 
bedlent and broken-hearted, and the Build } 


ing up the whole Church of God, by . 
Faith and Holineſs, unto Salyation, till 4 
is per fecked in Glory that ſhall have L 


End. . 0 
If more Time remains, after youll} D: 
Morning Devotions are ended, imploy il 
in reading the Holy Scriptures, or otheſ 17 


Books of Divinity, Prayer and Meditatl 
on; but be ſure ſo to order your 17 5 
Devotions, Dreſſing, and the neceſſary Al 
fairs. of your Family, that you may cont 
early to the publick Aſſemblies, to jo 
in the Beginning of the Service, and de 
your Endeavour that all under your Gare 
Children, Friends, and Servants, do tht 
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As vou go ta Church, keep your 
biene on ſome derout Subſeg; re- 
& how unworthy you are to be ad- 
itted Into the Houfe of God; and 
ink of the great bog arp and Advan- 
ge of enjoying ſuch F 9 the 
anger and Ingratitude of f 

uſing them; or repeat proper Paſſages 
Seripture; which Method, if ſeriouſly 
atifed, will in great meaſure prevent 
e Entertainment of ſuch impertinent 


Church, and diſturb your moſt folemn 
kyotions there. oe TT | 


my holy Day, and call the Sabbath a De- 
0 bt, the Holy of+ tbe Lord, honourable, and 
lt honour him, not doing thy own Ways, or 
177 thy "own Pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine 
ph | (805 e thou ſhalt delight thy felf in 
„O my God, I deſire to dedicate this 
Day to thy Worſhip and Service, to 
caſt out of my Mind all vain and world- 
Prophaners of thy Temp e, to ſweep 
way the Defilements of what is E- 
vil, and according to my poor Abili- 
ty, to garniſh, at leaſt with Sincerity 
and good Deſires, the Houſe and Temple 
of my Heart; but moſt merciful Lord, 


care leave it not em y of thy Grace; a- . 


dle bide with me, guide me with thy holy 
Spirit, and the evil Ones will not dare 


As £c to 


d worldly Thoughts, which once wil- 7 
ly admitted, will perhaps follow you 


ly Imaginations, to drive away thoſe 


If chow. turn away from doing thy Pleaſure Ita. 58 


135 


PCal. 122.5 1 Wa glad when they ſaid | unto me [tte 


1. 
26. 8. 


116. 18. 


Ver. 19. 
Heb. 10. 
25. 


„ come under my Roof --- God be mer 


/ 
; * 
; " k 
% 


TT 8 

& to trouble me; but I ſhall be ſafe, l 
& of 8 full of that Joy and pes 
„ which ſurpaſſes the Underſtanding 
all who know it not. 
| Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it 


us go into the Houſe of the Lord. 
: Lord, I have loved the Habitation of i 
Houſe, and the Place where thine Hu ear 
pe” , LOS I; 
I will pay my Vows unto the Lord, uon, i! 
the Preſence. of all his People. 
In the Courts of the Lord's-Houſe. 
Not forſaking the Aſſembling your ſelve1 
ether, as the manner of ſome is 
« O my God, hear the united Pra 
«< of thy Servants for each other, all 
<« pardon every Soul that is not prepar 
* according to the Preparation of tl 
« Sanctuary, and deſtroy us not for t! 
e Sake of our great High-Prieſt, the Lt 
6c Jeſus. | | FIN 
As yon enter the Church, ſay ; 
Lord, Lam not worthy Thou mould bun 


ful to me a Sinner. _ 
« Accept, O Lord, this Day, the Sact 
<« fices of our Prayers and Praiſes, of of 


« Alms and Oblations, J of our Souls te. 
% Bodies, in the Virtue of that only pe. / 
e fect Sacrifice once offered, that IAH L. 
without Spot, that taketh away 8 reſp, 
“ Sins of the World. | 5 8; 

I Mar 

ic We 


. 


Cod, and be more rtady to hear, than to 
ve the Sacrifice of” Fot. 
Euter the Church with a grave, compo- 
d Behaviour, taking ſuch Place as is al- 
tted for you, or may be had without 
diſturbance; not being aſhamed or diſ- 
leaſed if it happens to be among the 
jeaner Sort; yet not affectedly chuſing 
, out of an Oſtentation of Humiliry, but 
differently, as it falls out, and is leaſt 
roubleſome to your ſelf or others. 


Cod, enjoy the loweſt Privilege, than to. _ 
vel, or bear Rule, in the Tents of Ungod- 
meſs. For whoſe Society is fo wretched 

God's Enemies, as ſuch whoſe Minds 

Vice have loſt the Dignity of the ra- 

onal Nature? Who ſo noble as God's 
hildren and Friends, as Souls elevated 

o a Nearneſs to God by Virtue and di- 
ine Love? Glory not in the Favours of 
the Wicked; nor ever be aſhamed to be 
found in the Company of God's Servants, 
laſt their Lord and King be aſhamed to 
ou you in the great Day of Recompence, 
when not the moſt Noble of this World, 
but the moſt Holy, ſhall ſhine with the 
createſt Glory. 


eſus Chriſt, the Lord of Glory, with 


y 1 reſpect of. Perſons. | | 

HF if there come unto your Aſſembly aye. 
Mar, with a gold Ring, in goodly Apparet, 

and there come in alſo a poor Man in vile 


Rayment ; | An a 


Keep thy Foot when thou goeſt into the Houſe Feel. 5. i. 


I had rather be a Door-keeper in the Heuſe Pſal. 14. 
10. 


1 Bret hren, have not the Faith of our Jam. 2. 1. 
Lord 7 


— 


Ver. 4 
"Ws. x. 


Ver. 6. 


Rev. 4. 


Jam.2. 3: And ye, have Reſßefß to him that - neo 
the gay Cloathing, and ſay unte bim, Sit tl 


or was left for you, offer an AQ of Ad 


Attention and Zeal, with Minds puriked 
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here in a good Place; aud. fox. to. Pur 
Stand thou there, er fit thou here undtr n 


Faotſtool. "144 aire 
Are ye not then partial. in your fe elves ? 
 Hath not God choſen the Poor of thisWar 

rich in Faith, and Heirs of the King, 

which he has promiſed ta them that ls 
him ? . | IC 


But ye have deſpiſed the Poor 
Having taken the Place that was empty 


ration to God. I 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almig 
ce ty, which was, and is, and is to con 
e adore and worſhip Thee, O my Go 
ce who liveth for ever and ever: I ded 
ce cate my ſelf to Thee, I eaſt my ſelf be 
ce fore thy Throne to beg Pardon an 
* Mercy, and the Grace of thy bol 
6“ Spirit, for the ſake of Chriſt Jeſy 
Amen. CY 4 
O Lord, enable both me thy un 
* worthy Servant, and all who are thi 
« Day met in thy Name, to offer unte 
c Thee our reaſonable Service; to worſkuj 
c Thee in Spirit and in Truth, according 
to thy Will and Word; to do it wit 


« from Sin, and freed of Prejudices. 

« O Thou, who art the Way, the 
ce Truth, and the Life, who lightenet| 
every one that cometh into the World, 
8 e guide 
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2ide all that ſeek Thee this Day in 
dincerity, to a true diſcerning between 
the Spirit of God, and thoſe Doctrines 
that are according to Godlinefs ; and 
ſuch as Mens Wiſdom only teacheth, 
Doctrines no where revealed, and Du- 
ties no where commanded; and for 
which there is 10 Promiſe of Aſſiſtance 
to perform, or Reward when per- 


If you have more Time before the pub- 

ck Prayers begin, you may imploy your 

houghts on ſuch Meditations and Aſpi- _ 
tions as will ariſe from the. following 
ſexts of Scripture, or any other you may 

boſs; that ſo idle Diſcourſe and gazing 

bout indiſpoſe you not for a truly de- 

but and recollected Mind, in joining with 

e Congregation in the Common Prayers 

f the Church. x. | 
He that is of God heareth his Word. John 8. 
ut in vain do they worſhip me, teaching 47. 
ir Doftrines the Commandments of Men. Matth. 

J Making the Command ments of God of 20 4 Ver = 
bet, through your Traditions. $40 
Who bath required theſe things at your 5g, 1. 12 
Hands ? ig 5 Ee 
Believe not every Spirit, but try the Spirits; lohn 4. 
ether they are G4: due many Falſe J * 
Prophets are gone into the World. T a 
To the Law and to the Teſtimony e if they Iſa. 8. a0. 
Neak not according to this Word, it is becauſe © 
lere is no Light in them. | 


zie 9 
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Cal. 1. 8. Tho we ar an Angel from Heaven prta 
1 any other Goſpel unto you than that which q 
9 have preached unto you, let him be accurſe 
Prov. 2.3: If thou cryeſt after Knowledge, and life © 
| up thy Voice for Underſtanding, 
Ver.s. Then ſhalt thou underſtand the Fear of | 
Lord, and find the Knowledge of God. 


Loke's, Take beed how ye hear. 
| 1.9. Ee ale, | 


+» 


The Parable of the Sower, applied t 
your ſelf, may be ſometimes a prop 
Theam for your Meditations. 
James 1. Receive with Meekneſs the engrafted Wi, 

*t* which is able to ſave your Souls, 
1Pet.22. As 'new-born Babes, deſire the ſincere Mi 


| of the Word, that ye may grow thereby. 4 bo 
Joh.8.47. Me chat is of God, heareth God's Word, d. 
1 Cor. 2. But the natural Man receiveth not Fo 
14. things of the Spirit, neither can he hne 
them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned - 


Heb. 2.1. Therefore we ought to give the more earn 
| heed to the things that we have heard, leſt ¶ i 
any time we ſhould let them ſlip. 
Ver. 2. For if the Word ſpoken by Angels was ſtel 
faſt, and every Tranſgreſſion and Diſobediena 
received a juſt Recompence of Reward, 
Ver. 3. How ſhall we eſcape, if we neglect ſo gred 
Salvation, which at the firſt began tobe 142 
by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us | 
thoſe that heard him ? 
Jam. Tr. Be ye Doers of the Word, and not Hear 
22. ers only, deceiving your ſelves.  _ 
Luke 11. Bleſſed are they that hear the Word of Cod, 
" 28. and keep it. FS | 


Th 
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Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive Glory, Rev. 4. 
mour and Power : for thou haſt created all II. 

unge, and for thy Pleaſure they are and 

re. created. REL „ 

Great and marvellous are thy Works, Lord 15. 3: 

id Almighty, juſt and true are thy Ways 

lou King of Saints. | 

Who ſhall not fear Thee, O Lord, and ver. 4. 
rie thy Name!] For Thou only art holy, 


ee. 5 
Thou ſhalt worſhip no other God: for the Exed. 34. 
yd, whoſe Name is Fealous, is a jealons 14. 
ol. „ 

Te ſhall make ye no Idel or graven Image Levit. 26. 
bow down unto it, for I am the Lord your 1. 

0d. a / 

for ye ſamW manner of Similitude on the Deut. 4. 
Day that the Lord ſpake unto you. 15. 
Only ye heard a Voice. | Ver. 12. 
They that wor ſhip God, muſt worſhip him in Joh. 4. 24+ 
wit and in Truth, for the Father ſecketh 

wh to worſhip him. 
Where two or three are gathered together Mat. 18. 
ng Name, there I am in the midſt of 20. 


— 


God is greatly to be feared in the Aſſembly Pſal. 89. 

f the Saints, and to be had in Reverence of all 7. 
hem that are round about him. 

The Eyes of the Lord are over the Righ- ..,, 15. 
bus, and his Ears are open unto their 

Prayers, VVT 
But the Countenance of the Lord is againſt Ver. 16. 


* 3 1 * 


lem that do Evil. 


al Nations ſhall come and worſhip before 5 | 


. 


** 


Deut. 12. Unto the Place which the Lord pour Gi 
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Mat. 15. Thi Pebpte' dfaweth With anto me 5 
their Mouths, and honoureth me with g 
Lips bur their Heart is far from me. © | 
"7.21. Wort every one that faith unto me, 
Lord, ſball enter into the Kingdom of Hi an 
but he that doth the Will of "my Fuber whi 

C1 H. + YS1 5 
Mat. 21. My Houſe ſliall be called # Houſe of Py 


13- but ye have made it a Den of Thieves. 


Lam. 3. Let Us lift up our Heart with ouy- Han 
41. unto God in the Heavens. | 
Bog: fhall chuſe — to put his Name there — « 
unto his . Habitation ſhall ye ſeek; and thitl 
hall ye come. n | 


An Ejaculation before or after the Chl 
Sur VICE. . 


II is very meet, right, and my boun 
en Duty and Privilege, that I ſhoul 
S at all. Times, in all Places, give Than 
., < unto Thee, O Lord, holy Father, 
„ mighty and everlafting God; Therefo 
with Angels' and Arch-Angels, and 
< the Company of Heaven, I laud at 


£* magnifie thy glorious Name, evermol 
| : . 40 prailin 
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caiſing Thee and ſaying, Holy, holy, 


o, Lord God of Hoſts, Heaven and 
e rarth are full of thy Glory; Glory be 
ita Thee O Lord moſt Highg g. 
een the Miniſter begins the publick 
eavnWrice, leave off your private, Meditati- 


and attend to the Ex hortation: Its 
ign is to ſet out the End of publick 
emblies, and the Duties there to be per- 
ned; alſo to fix the Mind, that the 
owing Prayers may be more intent. 
din in the Confeſſion with a truly pe- 
nt Heart, and a deep Senſe. of your. 
n Sins; and the Sins of the Nation: 
\pply the Abſolution with a full Per- 
jon that thoſe who perform the Con- 
ons, and are diſnoſed by true Faith and 
re Repentance, ſhall receive all the 
efits and Promiſes of the New-Cove- 
t, Pardon of Sin, the Aſſiſtance of the 
fit of God, the Grace of Perſeverance, 
eternal Life: Rejoice in God's Good- 
„ who willeth not the Death of a Sin- 
but rather that he repent and live, 
rejoice in the Declaration of this his 
q on Goſpel Conditions, for the Come 
and Encouragement of ſinful Crea- 


bound. In all the following Prayers do 
ſnouhr Endeavour to keep a ſteady Atten- 
ThE and a quiet Zeal; that you pray with 
er, AW Spirit and with the Underſtanding 
ere o And whenever you perceive your: 
and Weights wander, be humbled for your. 
zud aWnity, and recal them to their Duty, 
rermo! P by 


by a ſhort Aſpfration, 48, £44 buy . 


| indulged ; but ſtay not to refle& ot & 


and Application, and join with them p 
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or, Lexi pity my Wekkineſt,” Loyd purdi 
jf mitits, or , Siu, if the Wandringii 


mine what the Wandring began at, hy 
it came, or the like; for ſuch Refledi 
only prolong and increaſe the Fault; 
neglect them, and make an immediate] 
türn to God, by a Senſe of your t 
Weakneſs, and a Dependance on his Gn 
It is of great Uſe to have 'a foll 
clear Underſtanding of the Scope 4 
_ comprehenſive Senſe of the Prayers 
join in, that ſo you may be able to ina 
them into a Sort of mental Parayt 


per A ſpirations, which is a great Help 
Attention and Seriouſnefſss. 
Ton will be able to do this the bel 
if you ſometimes read over ſome bi 
clear Explication of the Church Lite 
and make it ſometimes the SubjeR of] 
Meditations, till you find you are able 
join in it with ſpiritual Profit. This! 
good Direction to all, but it is moſt 
ceſſary to thoſe who frequent Cathel 
Service; for ſinging taking more Timet 
a bare Repetition, without ſuch uſeful 
plications, their Devotion will grow fat 
their Minds be apt to wander or tand 
General Confeſſion, Thankſgiving, and 
ſpecially Interceſſion, being the proper 
eſſential Parts of publick Prayers, the] 
lick Offices are therefore very fitly 


compo) 


x t 241 0 
for What i is Particular to any 
i 1 either of Sia committed, 
ce deſired, 
ormed 


he Cloſet and private. Re- 


ted in the Ptofperity of Chriſt's Church, 
x a 
e, and will {nffer more or leſa 0 
205 135 ublick Calamities of War, F 
ilence, &c, therefore. it Og: 
raſobable, that the Devotions of wh 
Aſlemblies ſhantd be formed to 
ſes, ſince Chriſtian Charity . obli 
) defire and promote the Good of al 
World ſo far as we are able; and 


tis they maf he able to 8 t 4 


ts, Prayers, and Interceſſun, and givin 
ks, be made far af. Men... e 


re may lead a quict and peaceable Life 


ee and Honeſty. 
bis Wn for the Peace of Jeruſalem; they ſha ifs Pal. 22, 
_ fr Fax love thet᷑. 


lence; 


e make Jernſalei a Praiſe in the Earth. 
pores, pray for us. 

God would. opeft unto . a Dany Se 
race 40 ſpeak the Myſteries of Chriſt. 
E for ahoi her- c- 


Mercy received, is beſt | 
ments : But as all Chriſtians are con- 


ed Government, and 


ood Mind can . 8 a bar 
u 


alert thirefores that 2. of ally. 845 IM « 


Lig, and all that are in Autboritj, Ver. 3. 


that male mention of the Lord, w—— 64. 6: 
u give him no Rift, Hill be efabliſh, eng Ver. J. 
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Eeb.6. prog g with al pr r and Sn 
W cation for all Saints. „ 
Mat. 5. Pray for them that deſpitefuly uſe youu 
. er - 


When the Commandments are n 
have a general Humiliation for your g 
particular Sins forbidden by them, ye 
Omiſſions of thoſe Duties they imply, 
heartily beg Grace to perform a more i 

verſal Obedience to all God's Laws, 
revealed in his holy Word, that all! 
hear the Law may obey it, and that f 
who know not the Law may be a Lax 
k 8 
Attend to the Scriptures with Re 
rence and Self-Application. Hear ant 
ceive them as the only infallible | 
for what you are to believe and what 
are to do, in order to pleaſe God 
fave your Soul, begging Illumination toro, 
derſtand them aright. 7 
So through the appointed Portion a 
Pſalms with Attention of Mind; the 
precations are not to be particular] 
plied, but conſidered prophetically, 
Declaration that God will in his due 
A' Ton defeat the Counſels and break 
3 | Power of all who are Enemies to Ch 
= Kingdom and Government. 
Hear the Sermons as from Meſſe 
of God, Perſons ſet a-part for ſacrel 
ye ſs and whoſe Inſtructions a 
be received in Love, and obeyed, it 
bring their Authority from God's V 


* 


e 


are deducible from it by: ea 
ee 


the Preacher, tho? he is not greatly 
ted, and wants the Ornaments of Wit 
8 Eloquence. If he is truly pious in 
Life, and truly diligent and laborious 
the Duties of a Paſtor, doing his beſt; 


{ ought to be to every devout Soul, 
uthoſe who abound in Gifts of Know- 
ge, Utterance, Fineneſs of Imaginati- 
or other Accompliſhment of Wit and 


has Humility, Contempt of the World, 


| the Love of God. God's Gifts are 
ous, but his Graces, and the Fruits 
the Spirit, are denied to none that 
teſtly defire and pray for them, and 
prove what they receive. 


in, and do not lightly and generally 
je the Congregation to which you be- 
p by the eſtabliſhed Rules and Cuſtoms 
the Church : The Pretence of follow- 


, 1s often vain and falſe; and 'tis much 
er gratifying Curioſity, or the Plea- 
e of hearing an eloquent Diſcourſe, 
ſuch Preachers, who by moving the 
ſons, make us fancy we are made bet- 
and wiſer; tho', without our own re- 
ted Reflections, this laſts no longer in 
Heart than the Warmth it produces 

F3 there; 


ns 2 
d, if 
d's 


_=_—_ plain | 


not offended: at, ab mach leſs 46 | 


as ſuch he is more acceptable to God, | 


ning, but are void of ſpiritual Graces; 


ity, Temperance, Charity, Patience, | 


For the moſt part, keep to your own 


more profitable and ſpiritual Teach- 


Ns L 2141 
there ; and tis an ill Sign, that thati 
is not very ſpiritual, or has no true 
Heat, that continnally ſerks and wy 
ſuch artifcial Fires, and can't fro 
felf ſupply the Defects ofa Plain, if pi 
Preacher. 

But if your Miaiſter is known to 
immoral, or is notoriouſly flothful 1 
careleſs in his Duties and Studies, I fee 
il Conſequence of going generally to 
veizhbouriag Church, where the Mini 
is of greater Piety, and is à more cart 
Piſpencer of God's Word; for ſurely 
wr Rules of humane Conſtitutiol 
not to be preferred to the Glory of 
and real Edification : Such ill Clergy 
if they can't be removed, may hy | 
Ways bedifferenced from the faithfuis 
herds, that they may be aſhamed and ame 
ed. But I adviſe you not to leave theft 
Church intirely, both to ſhe you ba 
true Spirit of Charity, and have no 
vate Animoſity; and alſo not to incor 
their Error, who think the Virtue of! 
yers and Sacraments depends on the V 
thineſs of the Miniſter: Judas was 
with the Twelve, and probably wid 
Miracles as the Reſt; nor is it agree 
with God's Mercy and Love, to pu 
the Innocent for the Faults of the 
_ 

" Bus I mean not that private \ hil] 
ſhould be taken for Proof againſt 
Man, much leſs a Clergy-man; or 


= you may forſake him for: litrle lafirai 


"ti 215 » 

1 hiniag: Virtues: But if your Mi- 
her is a known Prunkard, Arte or al- 
ps bioaſelf 1 in b: N and neg- 
bs the Duties of his Function, and feeds 
The Flack, but gives himſelf into a 
jidly or ſeaſual Spirit; in ſach Caſes, - 
is certainly: both lawful and maſt to 
lification- to go to any a 

urch, that is Mer ers they 

1 the Bleſſing of a mare aithful. Shep- 


When the whole Service is. aver, adore 


che bleſs God far the Reyelation of his 
on Will to Men ; for the Promiſes of Life 
H [wmortality, and Knowledge of the 
VI of attaining them, ee E 
ns Og 


After the Bleſſiaa 4 

„ Now 15 Lord an 
Peace always by all Means: Fe Lord | 
be with us. all. Or, Now tothe King 
Eternal, the Immortal, Inviſible, he 
only wiſe Gad, be all Honour and Glo- 
ry now and for evermore. Amen. 


| will add here ane Advertiſement, | 
be fare to avoid all. gazing about during 
e publick Service.; it is highly indecent-: 
joa think you are above Learning, yer 
ders are not: Set not ta them {© ill 
Example. Some People ſeem, fo. care- 
l to pay and retuxn the Salutes af their 
lquaintance,, as it it was the moſt ma- 
ral part of their Buſineſs at Church : 
us is a very ul Caſtom, and Which you 


rmit 
P 4 are 


are by no Means to encourage by a Cy 


to ſee, or give Opportunities for th 


ful Senſe of the great Bleſſings God 
conferr'd on his Creatures, and a Def 


ing you of any Truth you did not 


much neglect; for this ſelf Application 
the moſt uſeful Method of hearing $ 


pliance with it; therefore, except you d 
eaſily do it hefore or after Sermon 
Service, do it not at all, but keep yg 
Eyes on your Book, or ſo diſpoſed 38 


Re ſpects to be paid you, fo, at leaſt y 
your ſelf, you will by degrees cure t 
very improper and idle Piece of Civil 

As you go Home, keep your Thouy| 
recollected and calm, in an humble, che 


to live ſuitable to his Mercies. 
When you come Home, if you þ 
Time and Opportunity, recollect the He 
of the Sermon; eſpecially recal what y 
moſt applicable to your ſelf; as the Infor 


well underſtand ; Expounding any diff 
Text of Scriptures ; or in reſpect to 
ice, by Improving you for, or Diſcoy 
ing to you any Fault you find your 
guilty of; or Inforcing any Duty yout 


mons, tho? where the Memory is 20 
it is very commendable to retain the wh 
and is very neceſſary to the Inſtruct 
others: But be ſure to recollect if y( 
Behaviour has been outwardly grave, a 
inwardly devout ang intent, and offe 
ſhort Prayer for God's Bleſſing on 
Morning Adminiſtration. e 
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Father of Mercy, pardon, I pray 
Thee, and pity the' Ine ies,” | 
krrors and... Ignorance of poor Man- 
kind ; Enable us faithfully to apply the 
Reproofs and Inſtructions we have this 
Day heard, to the Increaſe of our 
Knowledge and the Amendment of our 
Lives 3. and grant that the Prayers and 
Praiſes of the Faithful, who, ſeek the 
Truth in Sincerity, ſent up this Day in 
the Name of our common Redeemer, 
may. by him be preſented acceptable. to 
Thee, notwithſtanding their Imperfe- 
dions, Ble miſhes, and Miſtakes; that the 
Church Militant may fo. ſanctifie theſe 
holy Days, that its State Triumphant 
may be haſte ned, where the Saints ſhall 
enjoy an eternal Sabbath of Reſt and 
_— TT. * 


* 

7 

1 
- 


At Dinner, let your Deportment be a 
mpoſed Cheerfulneſs, with ſuch Tem- 
france in the thankful Uſe of Meat and 
yon rink, as may not unfit you. for the Af- 
rnoon's Attendance on the publick and 
nate Duties of a Holy-day. _ | 


„ 


o 


200 And if you have Opportunity, negle& 
' Wot to repair to the publick , Aſſemblies 
aim Affection and Reverence, as in the 
phy eee 
W After Evening Service, employ the reſt 8 
| offer the Day in Acts of Devotion. to God, 

r Charity to your Neigbbouf; read pious 
books, be much in Thankſgiving and Me- 


> 


Alttations 
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— a) 
ditatians on the Works of Creation 3 
Redemption, the great Manifeſtarjpy | 
God's Goodnefs, Wiſdom ang Poweryg 
the particular Mercies rene by this N 
tion and Chureh, your ſelf or Frien 
and any late Deliverance or Preſeryaig 

. Theſe are the proper Meditations on Þ 
of Thankſgiving, with any other you it 


moſt effe&ual to Moe. Jour Heart itt 
Acts of Love to God, Reſignation to lan 


Will, and a joyful Senſe of His Mercy es 
Goodneſs. £97 | 5 | | 
If you have Opportunity, you may quick 
en your own Meditations by the Cont 
ſation of any religious Friend; good I 
ccurſe being often of more Advanty 
than much Reading. Likewiſe, if Ocal 
on requires, make Viſits to fick or d 
- conſolate Perſons, or perform any Ad 
Charity, Friendſhip, and Mercy, witha 

le. ps | 

_ Laſtly, Enlarge your Evening Devotion 
by bleſſing God for all the Benefits 
that Day's Inſtruction; rejoicing with t 
holy Angels, and giving Glory to Gr 
for the Return of any Soul converted fro! 
the Error of his Ways; for any Victo 
gained over Error or Ignorance, over 5i 


the evil Cuſtoms of the World, and Snaq t ; 
of the Devil; for all the Conſolations 20 © 
have received by the Miniſters of ,. 
Word and Sacraments; and for the lll 14 
creaſe of brotherly Love and Chrill 
Charity; for opening the JUnderſtandi :, 
of the poor, ſimple, and humble ones, de xi, 


ſtituk 


© 


219 
Nac ot outward Helps; bleſſing God 
any. who fit in outward Darkiieſs, 
to the common Means of Knowledge, 
we yet De, deity, this 'of God ts 
fl — 7 in taught 0 to 
' and love him. - 8 

% Examine your ſelf, and con 

he Day as at other Times, going to refl 
ith a holy Joy for the Comforts and Ad- 


o Motages of one more holy Day ; humbly | C 
y alWehring that the Abuſes, or not due Im- | 
orements of ſuch Opportunities, may not 


e in 2 againſt you, or any that 


1 1 recommend Singing pfalms, as 
very proper Exerciſe for the Lord's-Day; 
ut be care ful in the Manner of doing it, 
in the Church or at Home, that it be with 
z devout Attention to the Senſe of the 
Words, and not to the Grace and Man- 

x of Singing only. 5 RK 
Iwill ſing with the Spirit, and 1 will Can 14. 1 
ä ke Oded 4% | ths 15. 1 
Sing ye Praiſes with ej our PAL 47. 

Before you begin, uſe ſome ſuch Ejacu- 7. 
ations as this: 4 g * 
My Heart is fixed, O my God, Heart 57. 
4 fixed, Iwill Br and give Prat ſe. * T- 
For thy Mercy is great unto the Heavens, Ver. 10. ? 
und thy Truth unto the Clouds. 1 
Be thou exalted, O God, above the Hea- Ver. 11. 
tens, let thy Glory be above all the Earth. 
O praiſe the Lord, for it is a good Thing 147 . 
to ſing Praiſes unto our God, yea à joy ful and 
pe ant Thing it is to be than d. 
O Ving 


* 135. 0 ſing Praiſes unto hi: Name, for i 6s low 


And add ſuch IaſtruQions as their Ignoranc 
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If you have a Family, to your uſual I 
votions, add the Reading in ſome ply 
and uſeſul Books, or catechiſing the m 
ignorant and, younger Sort; but let it] 
done before the Reſt of the Family, why 
Years perhaps, more than their Knoy 
ledge, ſets them above that Diſcipliu no 
There are many excellent Expoſitions ( 
the Catechiſm, which you may uſe to Ur 
rect or aſſiſt you in this Exerciſe. ; inlary 
ing, as you are capable, or find needfi 
for the rendring the Inſtruction more ſii 
able to the Capacities of the Inſtrude 
Tis alſo a very commendable and uſeful! ' 
Practice, to call ſometimes one Child « 
Servant, ſometimes another, to give 
Account of what they remember, or hay 
learnt that Day from the Word X G0 
or Diſcourſe of his Miniſters, eſpecial 
ſuch Truths or Duties that are moſt ne 
cedſſary to be known or done in order to 
holy Life here, and eternal Life hereafter 
Where no Chaplaia is kept, nor the M 
ſter of the Family willing to -perform thi 
Part of his Duty, doubtleſs the Miſtre 
may ſupply that Neglect to her Children 
and that Part of the Family compoſed « 
her own Sex; appointing. the others tt 
read ſuch Books as are proper for their 
ſtruction, and ſending them to ſome piou 
Miniſter to examine their Improvement 


makes neceſſary. Theſe are the proper im 
ployments for the Lord's Day, W 
3 l W J 
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bat you can all needleſs Work, Buſineſs, 
| pr Recreation, except ſuch as are properly 
orks of Neceſſity or Mercy; for tis 
ot a ſcrupnlous and ſuperſtitious, but a 
tional, Devout, and profitable Obſerva- 
ion of this holy Day, that I recommend: 
he End of all religious Obſervances, is to 
know and do the Will of God; and tho” 
careful and ſtrict Improving of the 
Lord's-day has been found, by conſtant 
Experience, a very proper, if not neceſ- 
fary Means to promote true Piety ; yet 
wherever the End is obtained, you muſt 
not judge any, tho' they differ a little 
in the Uſe of the Means, provided none 
of thoſe Means are neglected that God 
has appointed. For ſuch are not left to our 
Choice, but from their divine Inſtitution 
become Duties of neceſſary and indiſ- 
penſible Obligation, not to be Knowingly 
Jad wilfully neglected, without Sin and 
—_— os OY ; 
before I 'end this Chapter, 1 will add 
dne Caution concerning two different Ex- 
treams, into which. ſome, who pretend to 
more than ordinary Devotion, are very 
drenfW-pt to run: The one placing moſt of their 
ed offi Religion in their conſtant Attending on 
ers t tbe publick Prayers, with'a:great Indiffe- 
ir u racy to Sermons, as almoſt a needleſs Ex- 
pion} pence of Time:; the other, in almoſt as 
gente great an Indifference forthe publick Pra- 
ran ers, except accompanied with a Sermon, 
Im making Hearing much the greateſt Dut 
dio ef Religion: Whereas; in Truth, there is 
—_ phe 
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10 Retig jori in the bare Perfottnatce 9 
the one or the other, but as they may þ 
a proper Means, and when directed ty 


referable, is as idle, as to argue whi 
s moſt neceſſary for Life, Food, or Ai 


right End. To 1 55 which of theſe j 


ſince both are abſolutely ſo; for of why 


Value can thoſe Prayers be which are hart 
ly underſtood, and pronounced with ver 
little Faith or Love? For Faith (that, 

true Scripture rational Faith, at iſing frog 
Knowledge) comes from Hearing: Or hoi 
can we love. what we know not, and rai 
ly entertain ouf Thoughts about, by Medj 
tation Hearing, or Reading? For all the 
are, in their Seaſons, n to cone 
to the Underſtanding, great Thoughts d 
God as our Creator, Redeemer, Sandi 
ner, and to help us to ſee a Wiſdom ani 
Beauty, a Mercy and Goodneſs in thi 
Diſpenſation of the Goſpel Covenant, tt 
diſcover the Beauty and Charms of ever 

moral Virtue, and the Deformity and fi 
tal Conſequences of every Vice. To thin 
we ſerve God by our Prayers, or by dd 
Hearing, is a ſuperſtitious Error, farthi 


than as it contributes to the Uniting us tt 


him by purifying our Hearts and Lives; an 
ſuch who know moſt in order to this End, 


will, to be 2 beſt, with the moſt ſola 
and lively Faith a 


ad inflamed Love: And! 


fear there are not many ſo far advanced it 
Knowledge, or per fected in Charity, as ne- 
ther to want Inſtruction ot Encouragement 
in their Chriſtian Race. I have often oy 

| | N 
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it leaſty and ſuch as have leaſt Bu- 
eſs, ant could loyter away ſeveral 
durs every Day, yet thobght Half an 
on. And tis a great Error for thoſe 
ho want not; or rather think they want 
t Inſttuction themſelves, to expreſs 2 
tempt for Sermons; that will encou- 
be young, and ignorant People to do the 
6, und their ſuperficial Knowledge will 
eſſarily be accompanied with as ſuper- 
yl, or elſe a ſuperſtitions Devotion. 
this mean not that you ſhould run 
all the Sermons within reach, as 
it was a Duty of Obligation ; but only 
it you ſhould, as your Affairs and Cir- 
_—_— — without Oſtenta · 
u, thankfully embrace proper ——— 
ities of Inſtruction, and attend them 
th Reverence and Attention; for both 
ers and Preaching are appointed as 
kans to perfect us in the Love of God, 
din Obedience to his Will z and both 
good ſo far as they promote that End 
dit they Co not, they are both the Sa- 
lice of Fools; for whoever cometh to 
, muſt believe that he is, and that is 
re than ſaying, I believe; and that he is 
e Rewarder of them who diligently ſeek 
m; and one Quarter of Half an Hour im- 
wyed in Prayer, with a Mind and Heart 
gitly prepared, ſhall be both more eſſe» 

Walt our real Sandtification, as well as 
more 


Sy N that thoſe who. watited luſtruction moſt 5 8 
e valued the Opportunities of lncrea - | 
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requires the Heart, than the many Hon 
of ſuch, as for want of a well inform 
Underſtanding, or right Diſpoſitiog 
their Will and Affections, find almoſt 
little Pleaſure as Profit by their Den 
tions; but go on many Years in a da 
Formality or ignorant Superſtition, 2 
are apt both to value themſelves, a 
judge of the Virtue and Piety of all 
thers, by the Zeal and ſcrupulous Nig 
neſs they ſhew in the conſtant Aten 
ance they give at all the Hours of 
publick Prayers, tho' it produce no oth 
Virtue or Perfection ſuitable to ſuch «x 
traordinary external Devotion. 

A Thankſgiving for the Lord's-Day, 
as B and glorious Lord Go 
„% the Creator, and Preſerver, at 
« Governour of all Things, my Savio 
& and Deliverer, and continual Benefactot 
« I acknowledge, I admire, I adore ti 
% infinite Excellencies and Perfection 
and let all the Creatures in Heaven al 
« Earth ſay Amen. Bleſſed and hallo 
« ed be thy holy Name for all thy Met 
4 cies over all thy Works, in particul 
« to the Children of Men; to the Ch 
„ ſtian Church by the Goſpel Revelatic 
« and Covenant; to this Church and N 
« tion for its Light and Liberty, its Pro 
„ perity and Detence; for all good M 
& giſtrates and Miniſters in Church an 
State, from the higheſt to the l 


we . 


— 40 K | 
elngs 

e R ren 
iP Thee, MY moſt ENT 


amenable Favours ie Lon 
be thy ger Creature, and mo 12 1 
* WO IPG, for my Rez 


„ l ba. 


life, and through the 7 1 urſe of 


t; for all the happy - C 
U Birth and Education; for the pious 
re of my dear Parents, and of all o- 
hers who had the Charge of me in — 
der Years; for thy unwearie 

lence towards me al many and 2 
reat Provocations; and for thy merci- 
il and wonderful Preſervation of me 
from innumerable Dangers, to which ! 
we been expoſed all my Life. I will 
Will hope in thy Goodneſs, O Lord, 
tho haſt been my "Truſt from my Youth; 
Thee have 1 been holden up from 
de Womb, my Praiſe ſhall be continu- 
ly of Thee. Above all, 1 adore thy 


dal Mankind, in ſending thy only 
Jn into the World to redeem us fron 
zin and Msery, and by ſuffering in our 

Q Nature: 


25 22 4 prarchfu) Þ 7 
e and watc rovi 
yer me, from the Beginning of my 


es of 


der Mercy and Compaſſion to me, 
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c Nature, and dying in our Stead, to pi 
44 chaſe for us eternal Life. I bleſs Th 

& for the Light of the glorious Goſpe 

„ for the Knowledge and Senſe of 

„ Duty towards Thee; for delivering 

« from Temptations too hard for lf 

« and ſupporting me under many; 

« the Direction, and Aſſiſtance, and d 
* forts of thy holy Spirit; for reſt 
é ing me by thy Grace, and reclain 

« me from the Ways of Sin and Vai 
e and for all the gracious Communic 
ons of thy Goodneſs, whereby 

cc haſt inclined my Heart to love 

« fear Thee, and enabled me in any! 
'< ſure to do thy Will. 

<< For theſe, and all other thy Bleſl 

« and Favours to me and to all thy 

ce tures, which are more than can bet 

<« bred, I render unto Thee, moſt g 

< ous God, all poſſible Praiſe and Thi 


« by Jeſus Chriſt my bleſſed Lord 
Saviour. Amen. 
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CHAP. w. 


he Advices and Devot ions relating 
dle Holy Sacrament of the Lord's- 
upper, the better to diſpoſe you t 4 
equent and devout Attendance on that 
Part of the Chriſtian Worſhip, if you 
Ive in a Place that affords you that 
wolation and Advantage. 


Ur when I ſuppoſe and allow of fre- 
quent Communions, I take it for grant- 
you are duly inſtructed in the Obli- 
ons that attend it, and live in a good 
ree ſuitable to them. | 

0 explain my ſelf a little more fully; 


__ . 
That you are Competentiy inſtructed 
the eſſential Parts of the Chriſtian 
trine, and the Chriſtian Covenant. 
That you have been confirmed, or if 
Want of Opportunity that has been 
ed, yet you have done all on your 
that anſwers the End and Deſign of 
lnſtitut ion; that is, that what was 
niſed at your Baptiſm, you have made 
own Act, by a free and rational 
ce, and are, on mature Deliberation, 
ly willing to take upon you Chriſt's 
Yoke, to ſubmit to, aud obey all the 
$ of his Kingdom and Government; 
eien your ſelf to do or ſuffer what- 
Q 3 SYVEF--- 
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now in an unbaptized State, f you w 
willingly be made a Diſciple of Chri 
Baptiſm, on the Conditions the Scrip 


firmation, or the Communion 3 it being 


ſider if you rightly underſtand w 
meant by theſe Renunciations. 


ſing and endeavouring, ſo far as you 


that is commanded by God's Word. Ne: 
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[ 228] 
ever God commands ot inflicts, au 
place your whole Confidence in his vi 


x 
p 
cy and Protection; io that if you 0 


have propoſed: For if you find not 
Diſpoſition in you, you are not fit for( 


Will and hearty Conſent that ſeals 
Covenant, and not the outward Fort 
Baptiſm : If afterwards the Will 
draw the Conſent, and ſecretly wih 
was not ſo engaged, in ſuch a Caſe Bi 
ſhall only aggravate the Guilt and pu 
ment of the nominal Chriſtian ; ther er 
be ſure to make this Examination fer 


ly. 
Iſt, If you find your felt truly 
for till you are ſo, you had better Mr 
fer your Confirmation or Comm 
to renounce” the Devil and all bis Mur 
Pomps and Vanity of this wicked World, 
all the ſiuful Deſires of the Fleſh; and 


24ly, Conſider if you are truly reſo"! 
to endeavour after a full and imp 


Obedience to God's revealed Will M5 


Commandments ; that is, ſincerely . 


to avoid all that is forbid, and tod 


es, 
God, of his Nature, Will, Pro 
reatnings,. &'c. - | | 
In- ſhort, that you receive the Word 
God, that is, the Books of the Old 
| New Teſtament, as a divine Revela- 
u, and conſequently the Standard of 
ne Truths, the Rule of your Faith, 
Director of your Life and Manners, 
nitting your Underſtanding and Will 
its plain. Deciſions, with reſpect both 
your Opinions in Points of Doctrine, 
ir Practice and Worſhip, and taking it as 
Rule of your Obedience, and trueſt 
tem of all moral Virtues 
When you have proceeded thus far, and 
yon have a competent Knowledge of 
Chriſtian Religion and the Duties it 
wires of you, then goon. 6 
condly, To examine how you have Fr more 
ed fince you came to the Exerciſe 
jour Reaſon and Free-will; how far Eg 8 
have kept or broke the Vows of your d, 7 
iſm; have confeſſed and lamented the refer you 
ors and Sins of your Childhood and *o #4: 
uth; what Sorrow and Contrition you 2 of 
e had in Proportion to your Offences. i pag 
As a Means to the doing this ſeriouſly 148. 
d wiſely, it is neceſſary to allow large 
tions of Time for it before your Con- 
nation, or firſt Communion; or if you 
le as yet gone on ina careleſs, cuſtomary 
rm of Preparation, rectifſie that Error, 
begin now as if you had never yet 
(27 ſolemnly 


„% 
ſolemnly renewed your baptiſmal vo W 
And if you are not yet Confirmed, let ui 
Preparation be ended with a ſerious Cera 
firmation, if an Opportunity is offer ue 
for no conſiderate Perſon can approvetiWn 
Confirmation of Children, which quel 
deſtroys the End and Benefit of that Hl 
tution, which ſuppoſes the Perſon conſni 
ed arrived at a competent Underſta ig 
ing of what they take on themſelve Mut 
perform; and that they are fit to be ati 
mitted to all the Privileges of a Chriſti 
as Opportunity preſents. . 
By large Portions of Time, I mean, tf 0! 
for ſome Weeks before your firſt Col " 
munion, you imploy an Hour every ber. 
(or as much Time as your neceſſary Aff 
will permit) in Reading proper Books! 
Inſtruction, and in a careful and exact pi be 
thro' the fore mentioned Examinatiag 
that ſo the Judgment you make of your M*" 
may be ſolid and impartial. Wa 
That during that Time, you keep er 
or three Faſting Days, at ſome Diſta  f: 
from one another; and that you lh din 
much retired as your Circumſtances 
allow; at leaſt be very careful to I 
your Mind ina calm, recollected Fu en 
avoiding needleſs Recreations and Con t 
ſation, being more frequent than ordit 
ry in the Exerciſes of Devotion, and. 
Reading the holy Scriptures; and fr 
the Obſervations you make from tit 
forming good Purpoſes, and conſideocs 
what are the propereſt Means to my!) 
them eſſectual. 23 W 
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When you A2 thus conſcientioſly and 
fully gone through a ſolemn and con- 
:rate Examination and Preparation, con- 
ne to hold regular and frequent Commu- 
dn with the Church to which you belong, 
eſtabliſhed Rules and Laws, and avoid all 
eleſs Separation, which is never lawful, 
t when the Church practiſes and impoſes 
ugs contrary to the Rules of God's Word. 
But when I recommend this, I take for 
anted, that you remain faithful to your 
dlutions and Endeayours of living ſuit- 
e to your Chriſtian Profeſſion, repent- 
of, and ſtriving againſt thoſe Infirmi- 
which your Temper, manner of Life, 
frmer ill Habits, make you moſt apt 


7 Mic forpriſed by; ſtill reaching after, 
oks Wl longing to attain to greater Perfecti- 
gui being deſirous not only to conquer your 


bl Habits, but every Tendency to what 
Evil, and to encreaſe in the Loye of 
land Zeal of good Works. 

For if after your ſolemn Reſolutions, 
| fall into a deliberate and wilful State 
din, eſpecially if the Repetition of Sins 
ds towards Hahits, and brings Scandal 


ces 
to jour Profeſſion 3 in ſuch Caſes your 
Fri entance muſt be more ſolemn and par- 
Con ar, and nothing muſt be thought ſuf- 
ordMit ſhort of Amendment, which im- 


$ Reſtitution, where the Nature of the 
Wy, and the Ability of the Injurious, 


nit of that Satisfaction, not only of 
nſideſſds, but of Truth, if you have impoſed 
to MI by a Lie, or if any one has ſuffered 
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in their Reputation by yout (unn 
bas been ſe duce into any Kind bf A of 
in Matters of Opinion, or Matters of 
y. your, wilfn Falſhood id ter! 


[ 


| ſinc: we can hardly their Wt 
dy of any, TG ſo valvable as Th 
fee not why all ſuch as have by Wilti 
or other Ways, impoſed Falſhod 6h 
or more, ſhould not be obliged in d 
ſcience to do all they can to repait 
Injury they have done their Neighhd 
and endeavour that the Satisfaction 
extend as far as the Miſchief. 
But for as much as in ſuch Caſes, . 
are apt to misjudge for themſelves, 
run into the Extreams of Indulgence | 
Scrupuloſity ; *tis ſafeſt, and will af 
more Quiet to your Conſcience, to fol 
the Advice of ſome prudent and ji 
Miniſter, to whom is committed the W 
of Reconciliation, both in the Manner 
the Meaſure of Reſtitution and SatisfaC 
and in the Sincerity of your Repentai 
as alſo, how long you ſhould abſtain ft 
the Communion, and what other Ad 
Repentance are fit to bt practiſed in 
der to the Trial of your Sincerity, t 
ſo when you are re- admitted to parts) 
the great Peace-Offering, it may be \ 
Comfort, and humble Belief that 
are in a reconciled and juſtified State. 
By the Neglect of this, many grow 
to a State of hardned Preſumptionon i 
cold general Sorrow for paſt Sins, 


weak Purpoſes of Amendment, wn 
* 1 
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wplexities. of Mind, which ſometime 
414 The beſt habitual Preparation, is a holy 
at Wt 5 the beſt Diſpoſition of Mind, is Hu- 


lent Deſires not only to have the Pu- 
hment of your Sins remitted, but to be 
flivered from the Power, and cleanſed 


ſolution of yielding univerſal Obedience 
all God's Commands; and fo far as pro- 
fly imitable, following the Example of 


ö urriſt; keeping your Will in an entire 
% ifßen to God, both in doing or ſuf- 
e ing, fo far as he has revealed his Will 


pm a Senſe of your Weakneſs and De- 
endency; praying earneſtly that he will 


Work in you both to will, and to do his 
ner ed Pleaſure; that he will rule and de- 


nd you, as your King; teach you by his 


tau Nord and Spirit, as your Prophet; and 
in fe you by the Merit of his Suffering and 


terceſſion, as your great High - Prieſt and 
acrifice, . : 


| Theſe, and ſuch like, are ſüitable Diſ- 
rtakMoſtions for the worthy keeping this 
e Ny Feaſt, coming in a . of Obedi- 
at ace to that Command, This do in Re- 
te, Nembrance of me: To ſhew forth Chriſs 
row eth till he comes; and not from a Pre- 
on H umption of any Merit, or Self- Excellen- 


„ but with a Senſe of your own Wants, 
hich 


jom effeQual z or elſe fall into terrible 


lity, Love, and a ſincere Heart, with 


dil the Pollution of them, with a ſteady 


| bis Word, or by his Providence, and 


jad Faith and Hope in God's Mercy, 
W 
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or have, to whom we muſt return al 


| _ in, 


been committed or reformed, what Duti 
neglected or improved. 


neſs, but only a pious Readineſs to Der 


[id 214) 
which will kindle in your Heart din 
Charity, or the Love of God, both wi 
reſpect to his eſſential berfections, and! 
free Bounty to us, to whom we owe g 
Being, and conſequently all that we g 


Glory for ever. Amen. 

But tho' the habitual Courſe of a hol 
Life, and a right Temper of Mind, is 
beſt and ſafeſt Preparation, without which ie 
all other is of no Value; yet the actual 
not to be generally and wilfully nege i. 
Qed. What 1 call actual en 


Examination. of what has paſt E 
* laſt Communion, what Faults Eni 


2. Some more than ordinary Retiremen ati: 
for Reading, Meditation, and Prayer. 
3. More liberal Alms, and ſeeking 
Opportunities for good Works. cl 
But tho? I generally recommend this, t 
as to the degree of it, I would not | 
underſtood to encourage a ſcrupulous Nic 


tion and good Works, as Time and Opa: 

rtunity admit; for whoever is conftanMi 
in the daily Examination of themſelve 
in order to rectife what is found ami 
or defective, will have much leſs to di 
before a Communion-Day ; by which Mean 
their Exerciſes of Love and Praiſe wi 
be the more vigorous and delightful; fo 


W the great Backwardneſs my 
a7 


ſenſ 
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„ „ 
re in approaching this holy Solemnity, 
es from their Unwillingneſs to look 
p their Hearts and Lives, after long 
eglects of Examination, and their Fears 
fading much to amend, and their think- 
gthemſelves obliged to greater Care in 
cir Converſation than what the come 
on Tyes of their Chriſtianity oblige 
em to. Another Cauſe of the long O— 
iſion of this Part of Chriſtian Worſhip 
the tying themſelves to ſuch an extra- 
dinary Length in their Forms of Devo- 
on, which are more than the Weakneſs 
f their Love to holy Exerciſes can go 
rough with Attention and Pleaſure : 
his makes the cuſtomary Returns of this 
llemnity unwelcome to many, who pro- 
ſs to be religious, yet perform its Obli- 
ations more. like a Task and Burden, 
an a Delight and Privilege. * 
Nor could I well underſtand why ſo 
nuch Retirement and Strictneſs is by ma- 
thought neceſſary before the Sacra- 


18, Je 


ot dent, and ſo little after, except they _ 
Nicebink the worthy Receiving conſiſts prin- 
DevoſWipally in an artificial raiſing of the Af- 

d OpMWettions, and fruitleſs Defires of Reforma- 
nſtau on; and ther, as ſoon as that Part is over, 
ſelvespad the Scene ſhut, they think themſelves 
amigo more obliged to wear thoſe uneaſie Ha- 

to d its of Piety and Sobriety, till by ſome 
MeanWelemn Occaſion they are called on again 
e Wi 


to repeat the ſame Performance. 8 
| ; foi Tho' even for this End of exciting a 


my ſenſible Devotion, we may, by oppreſſing 
1 | 
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: i 
our Spirits with an excefſive Number 3 
| Forms, put out the Flre, inſtead ofraiſy 
2 Flame, which is never pure and perfet 
3X 8 but when it comes from Love, and yi 
3 - the full and fincere Conſent of the Wi 
and of the Underſtanding. 
+ Or it may be in ſome the Effects of 
dangerous Superſtition, not enough ref 
Qed on; implying, that after Confeſſo 
and Abſolution, and a fuppoſed Pardon 
this Seal of the Sacrament, all our Debt 
are remitted, and that we may begin a 
a new Account; but this is very ungrat 
ful, were it true, with reſpec to God, 2; 
is very foolifh.in reſpe& to our ſelyes, t 
take fo much Pains to get a Pardon, at 
to be after that ſo careleſs in performin 
the Conditions and preventing the Fo 
feiture, and fo relapſing into as bad an 


worſe Condition than before. E 

Some Scriptures relating. to the Jy th 

crament, and the preceeding Qualifca)" 

tions of Faith, Repentance, and CH 

rity, Sc. It 

1 cor. 11. [NOR I have recerved of the Lord t "4 

| 5 which Jalſo delivered unto you, that fa 
| Lord Jeſus, the ſame Night he was betrqpei i, 
; took Bread; | | 1 
: Ver. 24 And when he bad given Thanks, he bra 
ii it, and ſaid, Take eat, this is my Body wha |} 
| | 3s broken for you, This do in Remembrandl ,” 
1 8 of me. | | 


4 


* 18 Ix 5; La $i et 
os N f „ 7 « 


(7 | 
After the ſame Manner alſo be took 7 cor. ut: 
when he h ſupped, ſe aying, This Cup 25. 
n Tesament ia my Blood : This do ye, 46 * 


iſt as ye drink it, in Remembrance of me 
For 4s oft à ys ent this Bread, and drink Ver. a6. 
pow ode foes the' Lords: ben.. | | 


3 che fir Day of the Week, Sher Ads 20: 
the Dife ples tame together to break Bread, 7. 
paul preached umto them. 

And rhry vontinued ftedfaſt in the Apoſtles 8. 4x: 
Doctrine anal Fellowſhip, in breaking Breads 
in os tl | | | 


= 


E yea 8 we an Anſwer to t- 1 Pet. 3. 
Tit 1 * that 6 ara, md of 15. 2 
£ Hope b is in you, with Merkneſs und 

ar. 

Examine your ſelves whether ye be in the 2 Cor. 13. 
Fth : Pink yo you own felves. Know ye mot 5. 
your own ſelwer, tht Feſws Chrift is iu you, 
err ye be Reprobates. 
B let a May examine himſelf, and ſoa Cox. 18. 
It him eat of that Bread and drink of that 28. 
bs 

ker be That eaterb or dronkerh unworr hi- Ver. 2% 
„ cateth and drinketh Damnation to himſalf, 
Gn ur diſcerning the Lord's Body. 
| * For if we would judge our ſelves, we ſhould Ver. 31. 


5 wt be judged. 
, T thought on my Ways, and turned my Feet pfal. 119 
: Sto thy Teſtimonies. 59 
4 je DO how 
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A 
Pf 119. Þ hom I love thy Law, it is my Media 
77. en all the Day? „ 
Aline Eyes prevent the Night Matches, tha 
I might meditate in thy Word, © 
Joſh. r. 8. Thi, Book of the Law ſhall not depart a 


of thy Mouth, but thou ſhalt meditate ther 
Day and Night, that thou mayeſt obſery 
4o according to all that is written therein 
for then thou ſhalt make thy Ways proſperm 


and then thou ſhalt have good Succeſs. 
3- But evil Men and Seducers ſhall wax wn; o. 
| and worſe, deceiving and being deceived. WM hin 
Ver. 14. But continue thou in the Things which thy 
haſt learned, and haſt been aſſured of, uu . 
. ing of whom thou haſt learned them: on 
Ver. 15. And that from a Child thou haſt known ti, n 
. Holy Scriptures, which are able to make th To 
| na unto Salvation, through Faith which isi 
Chriſt Feſus. | | 
Ver. 16. All Scripture is given by Inſpiration of o N; 
55 and is profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, fi Th 
Correction, for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs. Wil 4 
That the Man of God may be perfel 
| throughly furniſhed unto all good Works. . Wa c 
1 Tim. 4. Meditate upon theſe Things, give thy ſel Tel 
is. mholly to them, that thy profiting may - ajptaWruth, 
to all. 8 5 he Fi 
2 Pet. 1. Give Diligence to make your Calling a An. 
40. Election ſure. 


[ 519 1 


ff the Benefits of the New Covenant, * 
and the Conditions required. g 9 


AITH in God's Promiſe through 


Chriſt. rh 
And as in Adam all die, ſo in chriſt c 
all be made alive. 22. 


for God ſo loved the World, the' be gave Joh. 3.16. 
only begotten Son, that whoſeever believeth -— 
him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 

7 | 

For God ſent not Ks Son into the World, Ver. 15. 
condemn the World, but that the World thro” 1 11 

m might be ſaved. | 
1 him give all the Prophets Witneſs, that Ads. 10. 
ro" his Name, whoſoever believeth in him, 43. 
receive Remiſſion of Sins. | 
Neither is there ig en any other. 4. 12. 


f, There is one God, and one Mediator between 1 Tim. a, 
ſs. Wd and Man, the Mar Chriſt Jeſus. 1 . 
” He is able to ſave them to the uttermoſt Heb. 3. 


ut come unto God by him. 25. 
Jeſus ſaith unto him, I am the Way, the Joh. 14 6. 
ruth, and the Life; no Man cometh unto 
ke Father but by me. 1 
And this is Life Eternal, that they may — 11 3. 
mow Thee, the only true God, and Jeſus | nn 
rift whom Thou haſt ſent. = 
For other Foundation can no Man lay has 1 Clo 3. 


lat is laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt, II, 


Of 
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of bern and Reſolutions of 
Obedience. 


1 Jow a. F any Meas ſm, wo have 3 
= 1. the Father, Feſus Chriſt the ri — 
uy Ver. 2. 2 he 3s "the Proputzation for our G 
4 not for ours only, but alſo for the Sin 
the whole World. ; 


435. Him has God exaltedwith his own þ 
i. hand to be a Prince and 4 
3g vo Repentance unto Iſracl and Forgivend; 


. we ſ⸗ that we have vo Sin, we 
; 1. ICE the Truth 1 * in — | 
Ver. 9. If we confeſs our Sins, he is faithful « 
Juſt to fergiue #46 our Sins, and t cleanſe 
from all Unrighteouſneſs, . 

4253 Reps ye therefore, and be converted, i 
2 your Sins may be blotted out, when the I. 
of refreſhing ſhall come from the Preſeuct 


0 7 

Th. cc. , Let the Wicked forſake ay l 
1 55. 1 unrighteous Man bis Thoughts, and 3 

turn unto the Lord, and he will have ii 7 

upon him, and to our God, for be will dui f ; 

9 tly pardon. ” 


Ezek. 18, If the Wicked will, turn from all bis K 
21. that he hath committed, and keep all my$ 
tutes, to do that which is lawful and right 
L ſurely liue, he ſhall not die, © 
All bis Tranſgreſſions that he hath comm 
ted ſhall not bs mentioned unto lm. 


Ver. 22. 


Whi 
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Yaſs hb Ward; in bins: verily.ce 1 1 RN 


Love of Nod perſelted : 3 "analy know Wo. —_ 

t we are in him. > 
Herein is my Father glori fied, that je Ld oh. N 5. = 
Fruit, ſo ſhall ye ee. n 3 


4+ 
Thankfulneſs for 2 Death of Chriſt. * 1 
Wr Thanks be to God, which giveth 1 the : Cor. 15. _— l 
Victory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. A : .Y 
ut God commendeth his Love towards us, Rom.s. 8. Be oa 

that while we were yet Sinners, Chriſt died 

W, „„ 
w if when we were Enemies, we were re- Ver. 10. 

led to God by the Death of his Sun, much 

e being reconciled, we ſhall be of aved by. 

Life. | 

at ſhall 7 render | unto God for all bis Pfal. 116, 

fits towards me ? 1 : 
vil take the Cup of Salvation, and « cal Ver. x3. 

the Name of the Lord. | | 


Chriſtian Charity one towards ano- 
in order, to a worthy Communion. 3 


— 


F there be among you 4 poor Man of one Deut. 16. | 
of thy Brethren, thou (halt not harden thy 7. „ J 
rt nor * thy Hand from thy poor Brow _ 
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Thou hou ſhale ſurely give him, and thy Heart Ver. 10. 

25 not be grieved when thos | weſt unto him; | | 3 
ber for this Thing the Lord thy God FE 

on Heſs thee in all chy Warks, ._ _ 
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85 Eph. 4. Be ye kind one to another, and tend 


Ver. x5. heavenly Father will alſo forgive you. 
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. I 
Gat. Gro. 4s we beve Opportunity, let i do Goki. 
4 Men, eſpecially to thoſe who are f 
'Houſhold of Faith. © © 


32. hearted, forgiving one anot her, even ac 0 
Mat. o. for Chriſt's Sake has forgiven uu. 
wo For if ye forgive Men their Treſpaſſes, y 


But if ye forgive not Men their Tris 
ſes, neither will your heavenly Father fg 


p our Treſpaſſes. 1 
I _w_. 16.9 Upon the firſt-Day of the Week, let & 
a one of you lay by him in Store, As Cod } 
proſpered him. | | meu 


If you have Opportunity and Leis 
end your Examinations on Friday or Saab! 
day, that you may have time on the Lord 
Day Morning for more exalted Acts of l 
votion, as Adoration, Praiſe, Contritio ire: 
Love; and be ſure to riſe as early asjt 
Health will permit; and after your u 
Devotion, read or meditate on Subſt 
ſuitable to the aproaching Solemnity: 
particularly careful to keep your Aﬀedi 
and Paſſions ſtill and compoſed, and) 
Mind in a meek, humble, and recolled 
Frame; avoid all Difputes and Buſint 
worldly Thoughts and Diſcourſe, de 
ring them to another Seaſon, except 


immediate unforeſeen Accident requ. + 
Diſpatch, then fubmit, and do what Ide 


ceſſity at that Time makes the more! 

ſonable Duty; but endeavour to 54 

ſerve the ſame calm Diſpoſition 1 Might y 
5 00] 


— 


jour preſent Servitude and State of La- 


ater for the Temple, if God does not 
ink fit to promote you to wait at his 
tar, longing for that happy State when, 
ur Servitude being accompliſhed, you 
ll be taken into the Liberty of Chil- 


rand dee 
During the Adminiſtration of the Holy 
crament, endeavour to keep up a fix'd 
tention and Compoſedneſs of Mind, ſi- 
tly joining in the Prayers, and making 
table Applications to your ſelf; but a- 
d all artificial Force to move the Paſ- 
ds to your ſelf, or to repeat or excite 
fires that come not froma full Conſent 


m the Heart, is a dead Sacrifice, unac- 
table to God, tho we may deceive our 


es or the World by it. 
ke followingParticulars,or ſome ofthem, 


nd eas Time and your Devotion invites, 
oled oy your Thoughts either in your Clo. 

in the Morning of your Communion, 
„ dei the holy Table during the Inter- 
cept of the Adminiſtration. I» 


Humbly confeſs. your Unworthineſs 
the divine Preſence and Favour. 
lon for your paſt defective Commu- 
to ms and broken Vows; tlie Imperfecti- 
of Milf your Knowledge; the Weakneſs of 
10 ( e your 


ur in God's Vineyard, being content to 
4 Hewer of Wood and Drawer of 


n in your Father's Houſe, the New 
uſalem, and keep an eternal Sabbath of 


your Will: for whatever ariſes not 


\ 


your Faith; the Partiality of your ge 


ty; the Coldneſs of your Thankſgiving 


But if you only careleſly and in a ei 


and a Notion that all are Sinners, 
therefore little Shame or Sorrow is ne( 


| "4 
Y} 


„ 
pentance; the Narrownefs of your Chat 


Reflect on your remaining Corruptio 
thoſe Infirmiries that are moſt cuſtomat 
and you are apteſt to fall into, either 
omitting what you are convinced is yo 
Duty to do, or committing what f 
ought not to do, and have reſolved 
. „ 
Such Thoughts ſerioufly applied, ſo a 
netrate the Heart, and make you ſenſl 
teel the moſt ſecret Wounds of Sin, 1 
produce true Contrition and Humilit 


mary Manner, run over your Sins in yo 
Memory, with a forced Diſlike of the 


tul for what is ſo natural; it will 9 
harden you 1n your Sins, and neither br 
forth that godly Sorrow that worketh 
Repentance, nor ſtrengthen your End 
vours of future Reformation. 

2. Conſider the Evil and Malignity 
Sin in this Repreſentation: and Memo 
of Chriſt's Sufferings, by which God, 
amazing a Manifeſtation of his Wil 
and Mercy, Juſtice and Purity, dec 
to us his Love to his Creatures, and 
tred of Sin, and its inherent Oppol 
to 'his Holineſs and our Happineſs. 

To deſtroy Sin in the Power of it, 
one great End and Deſign of Chriſt's 


pearance in the Fleſh ; that his Life 
| 00 
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1 145 7 
rine might be dur Rule, and bis Death 
4 Paſſion our Propitiation ; and yet how 
idly averſe are many who are called 
his Name, to part with thoſe Sins 
hich he came to deſtroy, and which will 
d in Ben as their proper Wages, if 
atigued in? 
5. Exerciſe Faith and Confidence in 
x's Mercy, as manifeſted from his Eſ- 
ice, and the eternal Perfection of his 
ature 3 for to doubt of the Goodneſs of 
xd, is as impious as to doubt of his Be- 
; lince it is not more evident that 
be is a God, than it is that He is and 


cnt needs be perfect in Goodneſs and 
N 
5 es proving the Goodneſs of ih D. 


vine Nature. 


| HERE 3s none Good but One, that 53 Mat. 19, 
God. 17. 
Thou art Good, pad doſt Good. Pf. 22 

* The Lord is loving unto every Man, and . 

Mercy is over all bis Works. "Pn 
He giveth ro all Men liberally, and up- Jam, x, 
udeth not. + 
He maketh his Sun to riſe on we Evil, and 3 5. 
the Good. 

0 bow great is thy Goodneſs wich thou Pig. 31, 
laid up for them that fear Thee; 3 which © 


t 
03; Wh haſt vroug br for them that truſt in Thee, 
Life WW” the Sons "of Men. 

JC ; 
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Pal. 13% There 5s Mercy with Thee, therefort | 
Neh. 9. Thou art a God ready to pardon, gr4 , 


„ a 
Fa 
thil 


+ thou be feared. 


"> merciful, ſlow to Anger, and of gre 
Kindneſs. 1 n 
Exod. 34. And the Lord paſſed by before him, | * 
6. proclaimed the Lord God, merciful and gr 
cious, long-ſuffering, abundant in Goodneſs c 
= 5. TR: | 
Joh. 4. And we have known and believed the I 
16. that God hath tow: God is Love, an 
that dwelleth in Love, dwelleth in God, x 
Gedi ͤ& 1 
Lukes. Be ye therefore merciful, for your heat „ 
36. Father is merciſul. 5 1 
Mic.7. Who is a God like unto Thee, that pur 
eth Iniquity and paſſeth by the Remnant of 
Heritage? He retaineth not his Anger far 
2 5 he delighteth in Mercy. 
But for as much as the Belief of 
Goodneſs of God's Nature, does not 
the Minds of guilty Creatures from Fe 
and Doubts of themſelves ; that is, 
far they may have forfeited all Right t. 
or how far God's perfect Juſtice and 
rity may intercept Mercy from the ( 
minal; therefore to ſtrengthen your Fi 
in the divine Goodneſs, reflect on G 
Promiſes, on the Nature of his Covel 


in Chriſt, which holds forth Pardo, 
Sins and Reconciliation, ſanctifying Gi E 
and eternal Life; and this being added F . 
the natural Notion of God's Mercy, . 
remove all ſervile Fear, and ſecure . 


Comfort and humble Aſſurance of alli 


* 


; 
1 
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raith and Repentance put themſelves 
thin the Conditions of the new Cove- ; 4 
if. | go 

For 1 delivered unto you that whith4 alſo 1 Cor. 15, 1 
wed, how that Chriſt died for our Sins, 3'_ Eo 
ding to the Scriptures, _ 
God was in wif, reconciling the World 2 Cor. 5: 
v himſelf, not imputing their Treſpaſſes un- 19. 
them, and hath committed unto us the 

rd of Reconciliation. 

For he hath made him to be a Sin-Offering wh 21. 
u, who knew no Sin, that we might be 

Ye the Righteouſneſs of God in him. | 
I whom we have Redemption through his Col. 1. 14. 
ud, even the Forgiveneſs of Sins. 

ter he had fire one Sacriſice for Sins, Heb. 10. 2 
jo ever ſat downs at the Ane 8 — 


2 


7 by one Offering, be . e Jer ver ag 


of em that are ſanctified. 
10t f There is therefore nom 70 ee to Rom. 8. 1. 
n Fe 2 which are in Christ Flu, who walk not 8 


ttr the Fleſh, but after the Spirit. 

e live after the Fleſh, ye ſhall die : but Was 3. 
Jt, through the Spirit, do mortify the Deeds 

the Body, ye ſhalt live. 

And they that are Chrift”s have crucified Gal. 5,24 
t Fleſh with the Affections and Luſts. 

for Sin ſhall not have the Dominion over Rom. 6. 
u for ye are not under the Law, but 89 14. 
Mee. 

And 7 ſhall bring forth a Son, and 1 . 
at call his Name Feſus : for he ſhall ſave his 21. 
tple from their Sins. | 
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s Tim. 1. This is 4 faithful Saying, and worthy ace 
15. Acceptat ion, that Chriſt Jeſus came in Co 


\ 


World to ſave Sinners. LE | ye 

. For there is one God, and one Medirit, 
between God and Man, the Man Chriſt fait 

John. 3. That whoſoever believeth in him ſhould hin 
15. periſi, but have everlaſting Life. If! 


1 John. 2. And he is the Propitation for our Sing, 
2. not for ours only, but for the Sins of the yl 
World. 5 
1. 12 As many as received him, to them gay 
Power to become the Sons of God, even toi 
Ag who believe in hi Name. | 
1 Pet. 3. For Chriſt alſo hath once- ſuffered fo \ 
18. the Ju for the Unjuſt, that he mighth 
us to God, * _ ST * <5 
Having therefore theſe Promiſes, deal 
9 5 7* loved, bom 2 our ſelves from 4 
thineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, perſecting H 
neſs in the Fear of Gd. 
. 


2 


From ſome of theſe Texts, or the 
you may draw Exerciſes of Faith on 
Perfection and All-Sufficiency of Chr 
Sacrifice and Interceſſion to reconcile od: 
co God, and to quiet thoſe Doudts ti 
may ariſe from the uncertain Concepti 
you may have of what is due to the 
vine Juſtice, and the Purity of God's 
ture, and as he is the Governour of Wirit 
Creatures. „ lem 
For in the holy Scriptures he has Wore! 
plainly revealed on what Condition 
will pardon and fave Sinners, that 1 
can miſtake but from an indulged lg 


Tan 


LO 3 
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Wheel 
3 
6 
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nce, or the Diſorder of a melancho- 
; Conſtitution ; ſo that all that remains 
| your Part, is to know your own Sin- 
rity and Right to the Promiſes; for God 
faithful, and there is no Unrighteouſneſs 
him. Sas | 


ew the Conditions of the Covenant you 
ade on your Part at your Baptiſm and 
onfirmation; obſerve how you keep them, 
peat, your hearty Conſent to them, and 


your Repentance is ſincere, and your 
uth works by Love, and inclines you to 
cheerful and willing Obedience to God's 
ly Law, God will be faithful to his Pro- 
iſes,in granting Pardon, Grace and Glory; 
Id I can't give you a better Teſt to prove 
dur Sincerity by, than the finding your 


utificatioa , as Pardon and Freedom 
on Puniſhment. f 


on 

ChriWoches with the holy Symbols, pray for 
ile Mod's ſpecial Preſence and Benediction to 
Mts Hat his own Ordinance, for Grace to re- 
eptiive them worthily; and that you may be 
the MW Partaker not only of the outward Signs 
I's iſ! Bread and Wine, but of the ingard 
. of Wiritual Grace, ſignified and ſealed by 


dem: Even all the Benefits of the new 


has Worenant purchaſed by Chriſt's Death, and 


tion Wifrmed by his Reſurrection, as the on- 

at u Mediator between God and Man. 

d 180 | 
ran 2. BleG 


If you have more Time, you may re- - 


ay for divine Aſſiſtance, and be aſſured, 


leart as earneſt in the begging Grace and 


1, When the Biſhop or Paſtor ap- 
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and offer to Him the Merit of that gre: 
Sacrifice for your ſelf and all the Wordt 


the divine Aſſiſtance to perfect in you th 


and perfect thoſe already begun; inp 


ſuch Temptations by which you percein 


| Mercies you enjoy; eſpecially ſuchas a 


provement in any Virtue ; alſo for the H 


=_ 
1 
1 
o 

1 

F. 


ro 
+ 
. — 
3 
„ 
* 
77 
. 
3 
6 
1 
” 
8 fi 
> 
1 
y 
1 


* Wer p * - o * "1 [TY / — N 
> ; . 5 N 
5 15 i 4 5 ere 
. nad | od. * y 5 : b 7 
. * * + * 
f *. * TS. _—_ — 
4 < $ 
* 4 . d & . 4% 
* xt V YG . 7 4 * 
* V. 1 3 . 
N 8 % : 
* 5 


2. Bleſs God for theſe ineſtimable Ciſt 


toobtain all that is needful for you. 
3. After you have received, pray f 


ſpiritual Life, to enlighten your Under 
ſtanding, and ſanctify your Heart; to ad( 
what chriſtian and moral Virtue you want 


ticular mention thoſe you find moſt defe 
Give; as alſo pray for Strength again 


you are eaſieſt overcome. This is a Tin 
of Mercy, ſo make all your Complaints t 
a reconciled Father, deſiring that tha... 
Power of Chriſt's Death may deſtroy ; 
Sins in you, that you may be what 60 
will approve, whatever beſt pleaſes Hin 

Go on to return Thanks for the man 


ſpiritual ; the Conqueſt of any Sin, or In 


Nour, Benefit and Comfort of all your p 
Communions, and all other Bleſſings t 
your ſelf or athers. 

4. Deſire the Union of your Pray 
with all true Chriſtians, eſpecially all fi oft 
who duly celebrate this divine Inſtitution. e 
for all Chriſtian Aſſemblies ; for all ue 
ted to Chriſt, the only Head of his Church: .; 
by Faith, and to each others in Loc, 
praying that their Sincerity may be e p 
cepted, their Errors pardoned ; - andt 


all who truly love God may ſhare in: 
tl 


E Benefits of Chriſt's Sufferings and O- 


elience. Do not omit. to make theſe 


neral Interceſſions for all Men, ſome 
rt of your Sacramental Devotions, being 
ore or leſs particular, as the publick State 
the World or your own Countrey re- 
lires. . =o 
You may add alſo what is proper with 
ſcat to the Circumſtances of your pri- 
te Friends and Relations. NL 

The Number of Communicants bei 
ry different in different Places = 
mes, you muſt diſpoſe your Prayers and 
leditations accordingly, enlarging on any 
f the foregoing Particulars, as the Time 
ermits, and the Diſpoſition of your Mind 
If you uſe the Help of Books to regu- 
te and furniſn Matter for your Prayers, 
t them not be long continued Forms, 
hich are often hurried over as a neceſ- 
ay. Part of the Service, and breed Con- 


oa and Diſorder in the Mind 3 aud 


h Forms being ſometimes too long, 
metimes too ſhort, the Thoughtz grow 
prfuſed, or idle and wandering. - 
The Communion Service, of which al- 
poſt every particular Expreſſion is moſt 
xcellent and well choſen, takes 1a all 
ie neceſſary Parts of Devotion proper 
Ir the Communion; and for the Inter- 
ls that lie during the Collection for 


e Poor, Diſtribution of the Bread and ; 


Wine, &c. if your own Thoughts are not 


Wealy to furniſn Matter for intent; affe- 


Qionate, 
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Qionate; and rational Meditations an 
Prayers, fit your ſelf with ſuch a Coll 
Cion of proper Books as beſt ſuits yc 


your Tongue; and where you find 2 
let your Mind freely inlarge, and ſtay 


it as long as that Warmth and your A 
tention laſts, and then go to the ner 


nother. 


Heart, and a due and humble Uſe oft 
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own Heart, and as you can join 
with moſt Affection and Delight; and] 
theſe be rather a Collection of ſhort $ 
tences and Ejaculations ranked under fi 
ſeveral Heads of Adoration, Confeſſi 
Petition for Grace, Acts of Love, Reſign 
tion, Interceſſion, and giving of Thank 
than long continued Forms, where fog 
things may effect, others check your Den 
tion, as not ſuiting your Heart or agrecit 
with your Apprehenſions; therefore c 
Jet what yon like out of them, and lea 
the reſt, caſting your Prayers into ſin 
Diviſions or Sentences, and ſtop a lit 
at each Period, till you feel the Truth j 
repeat, that ſo your Heart may join v 


one Thought or Particular affeft you muc 


and be not concerned if you go not th 
all the Parts of your preſcribed Devotid! 
which may either be ſupplied at Home 
your Cloſer, or, for thoſe who are 

quent Partakers of this moſt delight. 
Part of the Chriſtian Worſhip, what 
omitted at one Time, may be taken at 


Thus by following the Motion of f 


Liberty of Spirit, your Communions v 


EE a e 
more pleaſant and profitable, and bet- 
anſwer all the Ends of true Devotion, 
promoting a ſpiritual and internal Life. 
Avoid intangling your Thoughts with 
e unintelligible Definitions ſome Books 
e of this ſacred Inſtitution; reſt in the 
ipture Expreſſions, and read thoſe 
joks that are plaineſt and moſt practical: 
ſis evident from the Scripture, that 
on our Part a Commemoration or 
emembrance of the Death of Chriſt, 
d a Communication of the Benefits we 
eive thereby; and on God's Part, a Seal 
f the New Covenant and of. his Pro- 
iſes to all who perform the Conditions; 
is alſo a proper Seaſon for Prayer and 
& of Piety, and conſequently the Exer- 
iſe of many Graces, which is a Mean of 
heir Increaſe and Growth. And as hu- 
ane Authority has no Right to impoſe. 
heir Explanations as' the Rule af your 
uth, ſo neither do you impoſe your In- 
rpretations and Senſe on others, but 
ge with Modeſty and Humility for your 
ft, with Charity as to others, both as it 
ſpe&s their Opinions and Forms, or leſs 
requently attending on this Ordinance ; 
rovided ſtill the Eſſentials are obſerved 
a due Conformity to the firſt Inſtitu- 
on, and that long Neglects are not in- 
Iulged from bad or falſe Principles or 
fractices; 'tis attaining the End, the Pu- 
nfying the Heart and Life, that makes a 
ed Chriſtian, and not reſting in the 
leans, how excellent ſoever. To 9 1 
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The outward Part, the Bread and \y; 
are viſible, and may be determined of 
inward. Grace is ſpiritual,” and only e C 
ritually diſcerned 3 and the beſt Inſtruſ nic 
ons for attaining this ſpiritual Knowledy 
are the holy Scriptures; Meditation, Prat 
and the Love of God. | 

Come home with an humble Cheetk 
neſs, expreſſing good Will and Chari 
to all, as you have Opportunity, pray ti. 
for Grace to live ſuitably to ſuch Mer 
imploying the remaining Part of the L 
in religious Exerciſes, eſpecially in Al 
of Faith, and Hope, and divine Charice: 

It may be plainly enough gathered fri 

holy Scripture, and is clear from the pure 
Writings of the primitive Church, th 
the Lord's-Supper was a frequent, if Muti 
a conſtant Part of publick Worſhip; 
leaſt of the more ſolemn Service of t 
Lord's-Day : Now were this Cuſtom 
vived and generally expected, I fear, 
cept Men could be made more inward 
holy and virtuous, it would have lit 
more Effect than the other Parts of reli 
ous Worſhip; that is, in time turn into 
meer Matter of Form, and Compliance ¶ nic 
Cuſtom; and Men would come as unp 
pared to the holy Table, as they do nc 
to Prayers and Sermons; yet I can't i 
any Inconveniency, but think rather it mi 


be of great Uſe and Improvement to Me t 
vout Minds, to keep a ſpiritual Communioug 
when the Opportunities for the ſacrameſꝶ For 


tal ones are Jong wanting, ar when f 
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L 3 
any real Hindrance; or if out of Mo- 
ty, Humility, Scruple, or other reaſon- 
E Conſiderations, you abſtain from Com- 
nicating at every Opportunity that 
ſents. | | 3 
if you approve this Advice, you may 
ploy that Time you have on the Lord's- 
5-Morning, in a ſpiritual Commemora- 
n of Chriſt's Death, ordering your Me- 
ations, Reading, and Devotions, ſuit- 
to thoſe Subjects before-mentioned, 
king ſuch Alterations as are proper. 
This would not only be an Exerciſe 
eeable to the Lord's-Day, but would 
ſpoſe your Mind and prepare your Heart 
a more willing and affectionate, as well 
more frequent Attendance on this In- 
tion in 18 | „ 

remove your needleſs Fears, 


VI 
8 
| fy 


p It woul 
of teach you a more ready, intent, and 
m 1oſitable Manner of diſpoſing and regula- 


your Devotions, and how to make 
ſe ſuitable Applications as are moſt a- 
table to your own Circumſtances. 

ln particular, this Advice is proper for 
ung Perſons, whoſe Frequency of Com- 
micating had better grow by degrees, 
d be their own Choice and earneſt De- 
e than to run into it all at once, and as a 
ter of Form, to comply with the Ex- 
tples or Inclinations of thoſe they de- 
to pleaſe, or out of Vanity to be 
ought extraordinary 

For to do it on ſuch Views, would rob 
em of the Benefit and Comfort ws 
holy 
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[256] 
holy Sacrament, and lead them into 
moſt dangerous Hypocriſie, in the hig 
el: AQ of religious Worſhip. _ 
. Beſides, this Practice of frequent ſpirit 
al Communions, will keep your Mind in 
At Preparation for unforeſeen Commuy 
ons with ſick Perſons, or in Church 
where you come accidentally, where, 
doubt, the ſincere and devout Chriſti 
may communicate without Scruple, if 
inclined, and having no reaſonable H 
drance. But I adviſe you by no Means! 
to oblige yaur. ſelf as to make the Oni 
ſion a Fault; for that is the Inſtituting p 
ſitive Duties where God has not comman 
ed, and the making that ſinful which | 
has left at Liberty. 5 
When I all along incoyrage frequet 
Communions, if habitually prepared; 
Preparatioa I mean nothing leſs than 
conſtant ſincere Endeavour to do all ya 
known Duties, and to avoid all wil 
and known Sin, with an humble Deſire 
Increaſe and perfect every Virtue ; for 
you are not in this State, you cannot It 
worthy Receiver at all; but to be af 
quent one, while you are not in it, s 
be a Scandal to the Chriſtian Profeſlio 
and an Offence and Stumbling to the We 
as well as an Aggravation of your on 
Sins. | | 
Nor are the more preparatory Exerc 
to be always willingly neglected, when 3 
jatend before hand to communicate, al 
yeur neceſſary Affairs and the poſitive D 
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"Ws of your Calling will allow Time for itz 
ia this be. ſure. you judge honeſtly, and 
not call thoſe neceſſary Duties which are 
t; for if you neglect inlarging your De- 
tions out of a careleſs Spirit, or for want 
Delight in religious Meditations, it is a 
n of an unſincere, or of a carnal, world- 

Heart; for you muſt. be diligent and 


erſtitious or {crupulous; _ 2 N 


To avoid which, and for the greater 
let of your Mind, and as a Method 
th ſafe and humble, I recommend the 
lowing of the Advice of your Paſtor, or 
| other diſcreet. and pious, Guide or 
end, that you are willing to ſpeak free- 
to, both as to the Frequency of your 
mmunions, and the Method of Prepara- 
1; but whoever you adviſe with in this, 
many like Caſes, be ſure they are Per- 
s of innocent and unblameable Lives, 
| of competent Knowledge and true 


2 cretion, without Affectation or Super- 
1 on in their own Practiſe. 
0 ; tis certain that no one. Exerciſe does 
© "Wee help our Progreſs in Holineſs, than 
2 by devout Performance of this Duty ; 


ich is a Motive ſufficient to make us 
race all proper Opportunities of ex- 
ling thoſe Gifts and Graces we have 
ived, that we may be thought worthy 
dave an Encreaſe of them; for to thoſe 
0 uſe well what they have received, 
| more be given. 


8 The 


to the Improvement of our Minds, 


Endeavour to live in ſuch a manner 


through Chriſt, and to be at Peace yi 


a a frequent Attendance on this Ordinar 
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The ſerious Conſideration of heayy 
Objects, and of our ſelves, naturally te 


Purifying our Hearts, and Quickning q 
Affections to ſpiritual . Things; nor ner 
the Comforts of this Life be more ( 
Qually provided for, than by a cart 


cures our Hope of Reconciliation to d 


our ſelves, by the Anfwer of a good 

ſcience, and as much as is poſſible, 1 

peaceably with all Men. | 
Nor would 1 have any one think, f 


implies any Conceit of Perfection; but ru 
ly a Senſe of our Defects, and a Deſire 
reform them, and to be as perfect a Wiz 
can, by the faithful Uſe of thoſe Mf! 
God has appointed, and to which he un 
promiſed his Bleſſing. _ Wo 
Vo muſt, to your Prayers at tüh z 
lemnity, add your Alms, according to 
Ability; or if there is no Collection, 
a- part for ſome pious Uſe that Propor 
of Charity that is fit for you to give, 


aß 


b 91 
Example of the Method of Devorton 
nentioned in the foregoing Chapter. 


AA of Adoration proper 20 begin any 
. of jour ſolemn Devotions with. 


Adore Thee, 6 God the Father; 
Original of Being, Lord and Crea- 
tor of all Things. 1 adore Thee, O 
od the Son, Saviour of Mankind, Prince 
of Peace, Judge of the World. I adore 
Thee, O God the Holy Ghoſt, Giver of 
Light to the Underſtanding, Love to the 
Affections; the Sanctifier and Comforter 
f the Ele&. I adore Thee, O Eternal 
Unity, One God bleſſed from everlaſt- 


. W'2to eee e e th, Wile: ; 
; aa Good, moſt Juſt and True, One 
; 10 Mod bleſſed for evermore. Lord, I be- 


lere, help Thou my Unbelief, encreaſe 
my Faith, give me ſafe, humble and 
ful Thoughts of Thee, that Preſum- 
tion and Searching into what is a- 
ove my Capacity, betray me not into 
nidelity. O let thy Word and Spi- 
it be ever preſent with me, fo pre- 
erve me from Error, till from ſeeing 
ro a Glaſs darkly, I may come to 
now as 1 am known : If 1 err in con- 
aving of thy Majeſty, (and who can 
hin of thy infinitely perfect Nature 
S 2 ce with- 


&« without Error?) I renounce thoſe nll 
ec unknown Errors; for as Thou can wi 
« not be but what Thou art, ſo I woul 
« fain think of Thee as Thou art. 


\ 


2 


1. Acts of Dependance, Humiliat ion, a 
Contrition for paſt Sins. 

cc Lord, Thou art my Creator, au 
cc J am the Creature of thy Power 
« J was nothing without Thee, and find 
<«. Thou haſt made me ſoggething, by m 
« Sins I have made my ſelf lower tha 
« nothing, even juſtly liable to thy Wia 
« and eternal Miſery: | 
'<« O Lord, the Conſideration of n 
„ Abuſe of thy Mercies, and of the co 
« rupting my Nature and Being, of n 
% Ingratitude to Thee, by Breaking th 
« Laws, and Sinning againſt the Light « 
„ my own Mind, makes me hateful t 
« my ſelf, and how much more abominab 
« muſt I appear before Thee. 
« How many and how great are n 

« Offences [Here name particular Sins] d 
„ gainſt Thee, my Neighbour, and n 
« ſelf, and that in Thought, Word, an 
« Deed. And if my Commiſſions of E 
te are many, [ Here recolle& the Omiſſuns 0 
doing what God injoined. J my Omiſſions 0 
© Good, of what I ought to have done 
are innumerable. How many are I 
* Sins of Ignorance, of Infirmity, of In 
6 conſideration, beſides my known 1 

5 ce will 


6 wilfol - Sins? contrary to the Divine 
Rule of thy revealed Will in thy 
Word, and contrary to that Light and 
Direction which the clear Reaſoning 
of my own Mind and Conſcience offer- 
ed, or would have offered, if carefully 
attended to. F 
% How often, after Conviction, have I 
reſolved to labour more diligently in the 
Duties of my Chriſtian Calling, but have 
not done it? And how often have I 


zone on with ſo little Zeal and Induſtry 
alled thy, Child, but thy Servant ? 

And for what have, I offended my 
Lord and Father? What were the Fruits 
of my Diſobedience ? Either none, or 
only what were poiſonous and deſtru- 
ave ; ſome painted Splendor they might 
have to attack and delude the outward 
Senſes, but all within was Bitterneſs, 
al irregular and loathſome Deformity. 
Thus Sin yields no true Satisfaction 


111 4 while complied with, After-refletions 
id re tormenting, and cover its Captive 
1, ao vith Shame and Diſhonour, and its 

Wages. and neceſſary Conſequences, 


without Repentance, ends in Death. 


ons off O woe is me that I have ſinned! O 
done who ſhall deliver me from this Body 
re mf ef Sin and Death! From its defiling 


and ſhameful Guilt and Pollution; from 
n an is tyrannical and enſlaving Power and 
wilfch Dominion ; and from its juſt and 

#2 « natural 


repented-and returned to my Duty, but 


as renders me, not only unworthy to be 


* 


e natural Puniſhment, SR 
ec where the Worm dieth not! 47 


e cuſers and Self-Tormentors ; a State 


L 2621 


« of Miſery, where all will be Self. 


« Enmity, where all will be hating y 
cc hateful to each other; where 1 ſhal 


ce hateful to my ſelf, to "God, to Ange T! 
* and Saints; 3 Nay, x0 Devils and ti « 
te Spirits; for no Love can dwell in tig un 
« diſmal Regions, where there i is nothifil © | 
& but Sin and Evil. _ fo1 

4 4 O miſerable Condition! Better nei 
« to have been, than ſo to loſe my o fin 

Soul, tho? I was ſure to gain the v fur 
cc World ! And yet how ſmall a part tir 
« what js called its good Things, confi wi 
to the Share of any fingle Perſon ? W thi 
« 4 Nothing to mine? And ſhall 1 m. 
« this Atom, this Meſs of potter. 
e this Burden of Earth, theſe child cr 
c Amuſements, which end in Vanity a © 
. Vexation of Spirit; ſhall I for th 
$ hazard my Ho 52 of Heaven, ven 
$ the Horrors of eternal Darkneſs? lo 
« deſperate Folly ! were there no mal nc 
* than the moſt remote Poſſibility ii St 
£ theſe Things are true, lo 

„ O my Soul | Doſt thou not fear 8 
6 provoke Almighty Power ? Art tt 
Fe ſtronger than God ? Art thou, not 
% ſhamed to offend long-ſuffering Merq; 
« Will he bear for ever? To wh 
F* wilt thon fly in the Day of Calami 
| ke in t the ae LY of Death by 


* Judgme 


| [263] 
judg ment, if he ſhuts againſt thee 
the Door of his Mercy ? 

« Lord, my Heart trembleth for fear 
of Thee, and I'am afraid of thy Judg- 
ments. 

« ] have ſinned, what ſhall I do unto 
Thee, O Thou Preſerver of Men ? 

«I am not worthy Thou ſhouldeſt come 
under my Roof. 

& How 1 — hall ! offend, ud Thou 
forgive me ? 

* Lord, my Sins are numberleſs, yet 
finite 3 but thy Mercy is above mea- 
ſure abounding. Thou haſt aid, at what 
time ſoever a Sinner repenteth, Thou 
wilt have Mercy. But do not J abuſe 
this. Mercy? Shall I ſin that Grace 
may abonnd ? God forbid : Make me 
ever to remember the Voice of 
preat High Prieſt, Chriſt Jeſusz 

“ Sin no more, leaſt a worſe thing hap- 
pen unto thee. _. 
O my Soul, neglect thy Duty no 
longer, leſt that Sentence be pro- 
nounced , Give an Account of thy 
Stewardſhip, for thou mayeſt be no 
longer Steward! This Night ſhall thy 
Soul be mound of Thee! 


a 2. Acks 


CEP : : 
1 x : 
, 19 I 4 
| - 
x 2 
f / 
4 2 | 
» + 
— 5 f F® 7 ; 24 Y * > « 
— * . * 7 4 + 4 
. i $ . v.24 : 'S 


22 4s 'of Faith i in e as 9047 
© crifice to reconcile you"to God, an 
you from the Pewer, and. 7 * 


0 Sins, e Ta | 
n 1 * 8 N %%% JI 22 fre 


0 = 0 TY ifT Thou ſhout the 


0 extream to mark what is done MF ut! 
« miſs, Who may abideit? ME 
ox With Thee, O Lord, there is Me ſul 
0 therefore ſhalt Thou be feared. m. 


4% Thou, O Lord, willeſt not the] De I 
« of a Sinner, but that he return andi. 
cc Thou haſt ſaid, Why will ye die? De the 
< js the Conſequence of our own Choi © 
ce not God's. For tho in Adam all & wi 
< yet in Chriſt ſhall all be made al Bl 
« made capable of Life immortal. a 

This is a faithful Saying, and worth m. 
4 of all Men to be received, that Chi lol 
< Jeſus came into the World to fi of 
„Sinners, even to ſave me, tho' the « pe 
„ of Sinners. ve 

For God fo loved the World, ii hal 
4 Work of his Creation, that he gave th 
_« only begotten Son, that whoſoever pe 
% lieveth in him ſhould not periſh, but” 
have everlaſting Life. di 
Lord, I believe, help Thou my Un 
“ belief: 1 believe this is he of who; 
<« Moſes and the Prophets did ſpeak, ti n 
ehe ſhould be the Meſſiah and Saviour“ of 

Nas the World. . 

&« The 


12651 

.« There is no other Name under Hea« | 
yen by which I hope for Salvation. 
« I adore Thee, O bleſſed Saviour, 
God manifeſted in the Fleſh to deſtroy 
the Works of the Devil. 
« O deliver me from his Power, and 
from the Deceitfulneſs of Sin. 
« I have ſinned, O be my Advocate, 
that Wrath come not upon me to the 
uttermoſt. 
“O God, behold the full, perfekt, ad 
ſufficient Sacrifice once offered, not for 
my Sins only, but for the Sins of the 
hole World. 
& Even that beloved Son in whom 
thou art well pleaſed. © 
« Hearken: to the Cry of his Blood, 
which ſpeaks better things: than 'the 
Blood of Abel. 
« 1 truſt and hope, that that a that 
made me to be, that redeemed: me when 
loſt, and admitted me into Terms 
of a New Covenant of Grace and Re- 
pentance, wal not caſt me off for e- 
eier. £ 
1d, thi © © Lamb of Go: that takelt away 
aye I the Sins of the World; — me thy 
er bs Peace. 8 
h, b“ O Lamb of God, that takeſt away the 

dins of the World; Have Mercy en 
y Uni ne. 
who O Thou Fountain of Life and Im- 
k, tag mortality, deliver me from this Body 
jour ef Sin and Death. 


The 


wy 
fe 
ur 8 
a f 
nent 
1 


Thon 


"ES" 73 5 ad ME + ae F 6 & >> 8 . N r OR 8 1 N 7 * 
© x 5 . be o 7 5 . 
* . : 
. 8 
* 


| * ; Ds TEES * 
A | l a - 
7 * 2 . 9 * F 
$ 91 


1 * y - 
* * . . 
N s 91 Id. ; 
. F 


1 95 [ MN” EY 
e Thou haſt ſaid, Call upon me in 
«© Day of Trouble, and I will deliver The 
te and thou ſhalt glorifie me. 
What Trouble ſo great as a Co 
ie ſcience wounded by Sin? What Deli 
&. rance ſo defirable, as s from the Cha 
of Sin and Death? - _ 

„% But Thanks be to > God who gin 
us Victory through our eh kf 
15 Chriſt. | 


3. Ads of 7 bankſgtving for your Red 
ä Cbriſt. i 


7H Ax ſhallI render untoTh 
O Lord, for all thy Beneft 

« As I am thy Creature, made a 
< preſerved by thy Power and Wiſdor 
as I am a Chriſtian, reconciled and 
« ſtified by thy Mercy; and as I an 
* truſt in ſome degree, ſanctified by t 
« holy Spirit. 
„ Iwill take the Cu af: Salvation, 
« call on the Name of the Lord. 

<« I will pay my Vows in the Preſen 
« of all his People. 

« 1 will not be aſhamed to profeſs 1 
Faith in Chriſt crucified. 

I will own my Subje&ion to his Lax 
« and oblige my {elf to live ſuitably 
4 that Profeſſion. 
J will profeſs my ſelf 2 Diſciple 


« Chriſt, and that 1 am felt- e 
_ W 


40 
Ce 


: * 
4 


| ie. 267 * 0 ä 
when 1 villingly 1 8175 os his Pre: 
Te 21 


att dee 10 the bete, A the 
New Covenant, and renewing Jour C Con- 


ſent to ity and the Conditions of it. 


My God, ſince Thou haſt given 
oh only Son to be a Propitia- 
tion for my Sins, I know Thou wilt 
with him freely give me all Things ne- 
ceſſary for my Salvation; Pardon of 
Sins, and Strength to ſubdue them, Ju- 
Thi: ſtification. by. the Blood of Chriſt, and 
neftt the Aid of thy holy Spirit in order 
e % a perfect Sanctification, to the in- 
ſon lightening my Mind, and the purifying 

my Heart. And finally, a Capacity for 
future Glory, that State of perfect Love 
by (WF and Happineſs. 
peſe are the glorious Benefits of 
n the Covenant of Grace in Chriſt Jeſus. 

0 make me meet to be a'Partaker of 

reſen them. 

« But what doth the Lord thy God re- 
eſs I quire of thee, that thou mayeſt be ca- 

able of theſe Mercies? Repentance 
L from dead Works, and Faith in the 
bly Lord jeſus; to renounce the Devil and 

all his Works, the Pomps and Vanities 
iple of the World, the ſinful Luſt of the 
emu Fleſh; to believe in God as he has re- 
W 7caled himſelf in his err Word, and 
« to 
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[ 268 1 
e 105 keep his Commandments; to do hn 
e ly, to love Mercy, and to walk hunh 
& with thy God; to love the Lord | 
« God with all thy Heart, Mind, 80 
cc and Strength; and to love thy Ne 
e bour as thy ſelf : For he that loveth n 
dc his Brother whom he hath Teen, H 
can he love God whom he hath 0 
40 ſeen? g \ 
* God is Love, * he that dwellet 


| ing 5 
from 
rende 


0 

vort 
oth 
DIANC 
Dur f 
haſe 


40 © Love, dwelleth in God, and God in li 2 
1 Hereby zmay I know my ſelf, and; m 
% Men may know that I am, a true Dine! 
„ ciple of Chriſt, if J love in Sincerity ii vp 


4 Brethren, if I love God and ; Keep | 
„ Commandments. 

« But if I ſay I love God, and hate n 
« Brother, I am a Liar, and do n 
ce the Truth; nay, I muſt love my Ent 
e mies, and do Good. to them that hat 
cc me. 
d For if 1 do not forgive Men the 
« Treſpaſſes, neither will my 'heaveal 
« Father forgive me my Treſpalles. 

„ Theſe are the eafie and rea ſonab. 
“ Conditions of Mercy and Salvation, t 
<< .geceſſary Diſpoſitions for, and Confirm 
c tion of my being in truth a Member 
c“ Chriſt, a Child: of God, and an Ir 
85 heritor of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
I defire to renew and declare m 
4 'Conſent to this Covenant of my Baptiln 
<« and beg Grace to keep more per fed 
« the Conditions it injoins: I doubt no 
A thy Mercy and Faithfulneſs in conter 
& ring 


ati. 
rem 
oly 
ru! 
to 7 
Vil 


Nasr I 
ing the Benefits promiſed : O keep me 
from all thoſe preſumptuousSinsthat will 
render me uncapable of thoſe Benefits. 
| Inmediately before Receiving. „ 

O Lord, in a Senſe of my own Un- 
worthineſs, and in humble Obedience 
to thy Commands, I do this in Rem&n-/ 
brance of what my Lord and Savi- 
ur has done and ſuffered, has pur- 
haſed and procured for me. O Lord, 


"ay 1 preſume to ſay, remember thy 
* tervant alſo, intercede for the Pardon 
b 


t my paſt. Sins; remember me when 
he Merit of thy all- ſufficient Sacrifice 
js preſented to the Father for a Propi- 
tation: for the Sins of the World. 0 
ſemember me alſo, by ſending the 


= oly Spirit 10 lead me into all ſaving 
' W'coth, to inlighten my Underſtanding, ' 
* to purifie my Affections, and bring my 


Vill to a perfect Obedience. O re- 
member me in the Hour of Temptati- 
on, to deliver me out of it, or aſſiſt 
me to overcome it. Remember me in 
the Hour of Deſolation and Sorrow, 
0 be my Comfort, and give me Con- 
nge in the Day of Suffering; remem- 
der me ſo as I may evermore remember 
whoſe Diſciple I am, whoſe Laws I am ' 
worn to; and remember me at the 
Hour of Death, to take away its Sting, 
and give me Victory over Hell and the 
Grave ; and at the Day of judgment, 
o acquit and pronounce the bleſſed Sen- 
ence of Admiſſion into thy Kingdom 


6 ring dt Glory. a 5. Acts 
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$. A,. of Thankſgiving after recess. CO 
for the many Mercies commemoryWſacr 
and ſealed to the worthy Receiver ; | 

| | | RE ee ra 

te Adore and worſhip | Thee, O 1s Lor 
& I my Creator, and Redeemer, and e 
4 &ifier, my God, the ſole Object of my! teſt 
« doration, my Truſt, who only art to" 
loved and obeyed abſolutely, and vu]. 
s out Bounds or Limitations II. 
« And now, Who is he, evil Spirit Me 

cc evil Man, that condemneth me! | 
“Iwill make anſwer, It is Chriſt th the 

« died, yea rather, that is riſen from Mol 
% Dead, who is at the right Hand ofGe but 
« who ever liveth and maketh Intere f dot 
c ſion for us, who is able to ſave to i An 
cc uttermoſt all ſuch as come unto 0 3s 
e through him. | Me 
« Worthy is the Lamb that was {Wy 

cc to receive Power, and Riches, and Wi . 


_ « Glory, and Bleſſing. 


« dom, and Strength, and Honour, ally” 


<« Therefore Bleſſing, Honour, and Pt 


« wer be to him that ſitteth upon tl 7 
4 Throne, and to the Lamb for ever af ' 
ec ever. | * 
 « Bleſſed be the God and Father of of ( 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who according to N 1 
tc abundant Mercy hath begotten us ag! 8: 


<« into a lively Hope, by the Reſurredtic 
« of Chriſt Jeſas from the Dead, to 


Inheritance incorruptible and undefile 
\ | & al 
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ind that fadeth not away, reſerved in - 
Heaven for us. EE de > 

« O my gracious Maſter, theſe are the 

ſacred Promiſes of the new Covenant 

in thy Blood; -I believe them; I em- 

brace them with Joy; I know Thou, 

Lord, changeſt not; that thy Mercy is 

over all thy Works; that Thou deligh- 

teſt in Mercy; and that Puniſhment is 

thy ſtrange Work. 3 

O grant thy preventing Grace, that 

render not my ſelf nncapable of thy 

Mercy. I: TY 

« know there is no Condemnation to 

them that are in Chriſt Jeſus 3 but it is 

only to ſuch as walk not after the Fleſh, 

but after the Spirit; for whoever has 

bot. the SHARE: Of CR, i i 

can be none of his k. And * Here add Requeſts 
the Fruits of the Spirit are i 2 pn Alftance, 
Love, Joy, Peace, Long- - 00 Your Re- 
ſuffering,Gentleneſ: : Gone ary an gia Lo | 
neſs, - Faith, Meekneſs, you are moſt defe&;ve in. 
Temperance. „*VV*E =, 
« divine Spirit, ſo live in me, as to 

enable me to live and walk in the Pra- 

dice of theſe and all other heavenly 

Virtues. O Lord, I ask not the extra- 

ordinary Gifts which may puff up with 


of © Vain-Glory, but thoſe Graces and that 
to M Charity which ediffeth, and promotes 
"apa both my own and Neighbour's Perfe- 
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* O Lord; I have ſworn, and am 6M by 


CC 
CC 
ce 
cc 
cc 


Cc. 


cc 
(e 


ce 
ce 
cc 


cc 


ec 


cc 
cc 
«re 


cc 
a 
«c 
0 
Cc 


cc 


faſtly purpoſed to keep thy rigbten bs 
A005 for 


MK 1 


Judgments ; to obey thy Laws, as x 


vealed in thy Word; tp keep the (; 


venant made at my Baptiſm, and Co 
often renewed at thy Altar. 
O for the Merit of the great Saal me 
fice this Day commemorated, hold the 
my Goings in thy Paths, that my Fol '* © 
Reps flip not. A 
O Lord, if J am ſincere in my p kin 
fires and Endeavours, 1 know . Fon 
Grace is ſufficient for me: I know id ( 
do all things thro Chriſt that ſtrened Bei. 
ent i 8 Im 
4 And that greater is that divine Pow © © 
that is in the true Members of Chrili one 
than is in thoſe evil Powers that 1 ſhin 
in the World; over which, I may ſO "tc 
more than Conqueror, through ChHH I 
that loved me. EAA + cor 
Not Tribulation nor Reproach, pe Re: 
ſecution or Death, Principalities or the 
wers, the Love or Fear of any Creatur ſor 
no Purſuit of falſe Pleaſures or Fear ¶ bod 
real Suffering, ſhall, I truſt, ever mond 


ſeparate me from. the Love of Go Nin 
which 1s in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 


_ Ads of Interceſſon. 
CLE en 


ND now, O God, tho' I am 10% ma) 
. worthy to ask Mercy for my ſelſi cep: 
much leſs to be an Interceſſor for others Here. 
yet ſince Thou haſt not only e 

a & put 


. * q N + TE) = * 
43 th * CRE l rn . 
c 
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— 
but commanded Prayer, and Interceſſion, 
and giving of Thanks, ſhould be made 
por all Men. F 

« 1, a poor Sinner, in Obedience to thy 
Commands, and from a Spirit of Love 
to all thy Creatures, preſume to com- 
mend them to thy Mercy; and let not 
the Lord be angry, If I know not Itby 
to depart without a Bleſſing for them. 
« O Thou who art the Creator of Man- 
kind, caſt not off thoſe Creatures of thy 
rower and Wijdom. © 7 HS 
© O let that Goodneſs that giveth them 
Being after its own Tmage, renew that 
Image defaced by Sin and Satan. 
O let that Light that lightneth ever 
one that cometh into the World, ſo 
ſine forth, as to lead deluded Sinners 
auto the Paths of Life. 
* Let not that heavenly Light of un- 
corrupted Nature, thoſe Faculties of 
Reaſon and Freedom, be darkned by 
the Doctrines of Devils, the evil Cu- 
ſtoms of the World, or Love of the 
Body; but awaken it by thy Spirit 
mon and by thy Providence, that it may 

Wine forth more and more, until it leads 
them unto the perfect Day of Goſpel 
Revelation. While the Gentiles know 
not the Law, O make them a Law un- 
to themſelves : Tho? they have no Co- 

_ » Wrnant Relation to plead, yet grant they 
im no may, as they are thy Creatures, find Ac- 
y ſelſgheeptance, and give Thee Glory, and for 
ther ever celebrate that perfect Good neis 

* is « which 
ce put 
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5 1 
- & which ſhallat the Concluſion of Time, te 
0 univerſally manifeſted to have been over 
« all thy Works. 

% Now; we ſee theſe thin 85 darkly, but 
e then all will be Brightneſs and Demoy 
de ſtration.... 

„ O Lord haſten the Time. when bot 
% Few and, Gentile; ſhall, be bronght unde 
de the Obligations, and enjoy the Benefit 
C of. the Chriſtian Covenant. 

8 O Thou who art the Hope of ju 

&« the Saviour thereof in Time of Trouble 
,“ remember thy Promiſes to Abraha 
& Jſaac, and Jacob, and ſhew Merey ut 
” Iſrael, as of old; ; ſofcen their hard He 

% inlighten their blinded Minds, put: 
8 End, to the Miſeries of their Wands 


| < & 81 Lord, How: long ſhall the idolat 

ce Immorality, and Diviſions of Chriſtian 

| 1 be an Offence: and Stumbling to U 

4e believers? O when wilt Thou give i 

ce Son the Heathen for his Inheritau 

“ and the utmoſt Parts of the Earth 
cc his Poſleſſion ? | 

e Thy. Promiſes, O Lord, are Yea 

“ Amen. O for theklects ſake, haſten th 


& laſt and great Accompliſhment: N fe 
e Tyranny. and Idolatry may no mate 
ce pollute thoſe who, are called by Wow 
e ſacred Name of Chriſtians. l t 


« O, when, ſhall the Lives of Chriſt 
« and the Profeſſors of Truth, be | 
<« to the Unlearned and Uabelievers. 
et let Deceixers no longer cry, Lo here 


dere. 
Mak 
Ca 
unc 


3 


— 


be bY 
vers. 
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, 


: Le 


„5 
d there, are Chriſt's Diſciples; but as 
he Lightning that ſhineth forth from 
he Eaſt even to the Weſt, ſo may the 
ruth ſhine forth in the purified Lives 
nd fervent Love of true Believers. © 
When ſhall 'all Men know who are 
y Diſciples by their Love one to a- 
other? Oh perfect Holineſs more and 
yore in the Hearts of thy people; 
ite them more and more one to ano- 
er in thy Truth, and the Bond of 
ve and holy Converſation. „ 
Break the Yoak of Oppreſſion that 
yy of them groan under any where; 
A ſuffer no longer ambitious Tyranny 
d Superſtition to inſlave, by humane 
ſurpations, thoſe who are called to 
OMA Cc. 
Reſtrain alſo the Abuſes of that Li- 
ty, that it be not made by any the 
ESI. ͤ oft 2. 
Support all that ſuffer for thy Truth 
th Faith, Patience, and Perſeverance, 
fin thy due Time deliver them from 
t Power and Malice of Satan and evil 
en: For thy great Name's ſake, cauſe. 
Truth to prevail againſt Error 
| falſe Doctrine; advance and pro- 
ate thy own pure Worſhip, and 
ow down Idolatry and Superſtition, 
| the corrupt Inventions of Men, 
gerever they obtain. 7 
Make thy ſelf known to all Nations, 
L cauſe all Sorts and Degrees of Men 


underſtand, believe, and obey the 


Ta e 


„ * * * ? D 
1 2 A a F Dit Att - W * 
2 n n N B r r ” 9 8 4 £ 
* a F AS k ER . e 7 N 
* 4a R Sha ck FIRES ne 83 e 
7 Nee 7 > - * * 9 1 R + "£2 
: 11 33 a X 


0, OT | 
& everlaſting Goſpel of out bleſſed I 
& Ind. SETAE. 7 1 85 
- « Cauſe real Chriſtianity, real Holi 
« and Righteouſneſs, Juſtice, Temper; 
« Purity, and Charity, to prevail wh 
© eyer Chriſt is owned as Lord; and 
< buke the Spirit of Prophaneneſs, 
e bauchery, Enmity to the Life and 
« wer of true Religion, wherever 
«© preyail or bear Sway. 8 
„ Set up thy Kingdom in the I 
ef Princes and Paſtors, that they 
c ſet it up in the World; that inte 
e feeking their own Glory, andthe li 
„ ing their Power, they may fi 
thy Kingdom and its Righteouf 
ce and be zealous for thy Glory, it 
<< poſing Sin, and being a Terror to 
„ 'Doers, and a Praiſe to them thi 
„ Well. 9, a 
cc Be merciful to theſe Nations; pre 
ce us from foreign Miſchief, and h 
ce bred Conſpiracies; ſhew unto all 
© of Perſons what is amiſs in them, 
„ has been done amiſs by them, and 
% great Repenting and Reform) 
« be found in the midſt of us. 
« Bleſs the Queen, give Her all 
fying and faving Graces, divine 
dom, a Spirit of Diſcernment, to 
in Authority Men fitted for their 
ral Truſts and Callings. 
And in all Things make Her to 
« and do what is really good 1 
F n « Na 


[ 277 


yhere. 


Her Subjects, but a Refuge, a Sup- 


reſs'd, or groan under ſpiritual or 
emporal Tyranny. . 
Direct Her to wiſe and faithful 
ounſellors,juſt and upright Judges, and 
0 influence all in Authority, that thy 
ws may be obeyed, and Truth and 
tighteouſneſs he the Glory of our Land. 
In a particular Manner, direct Her in 


5 Wc Appointing fit Perſons to ſerve in 
wm” ſacred Offices of Biſhops and Paſtors 
the Church; ſuch as may lay Hands 
th, iddenly on no Man, but commit what 
: ey have received to faithful Men, 


ho ſhall be able to teach others alſo ; 


eſs, full of prudent Zeal for thy Glo- 
and the Salvation of Souls; who 
ut of a good Converſation, and pure 
nd holy Life, may ſet forth thy Word 
Meekneſs of Wiſdom, feeding thy 
lock, and taking the Over-ſight of 


Heritage, but as Examples to the 
lock. And, O Lord, | pray Thee, u- 


altors in the great Work of ad- 


d indiſputed Methods of Charity and 


olineſs. 


ations, ' and for thy People every. | 
That She may be not only 4 Mother _ 


ort, and a Deliverer to all that are op- 


en fearing God and hating Covetouſ- 


em willingly, not for filthy Lucre, 
ut of a ready Mind; not as Lords over 


ite the Hearts and Labors of all true 


ancing thy Kingdom by the certain 


F-3 _ © Bleſs 
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AS fo: 
e Blef5 their Labours, that they be n 
« jn vain, but effeQual, to the Converſy 
% of many; that when the chief Shephe 
cc ſhall appear, they may receive a Croy 
ce that fadeth not away. _— 
Be gracious, I humbly pray Thee, 

« thoſe Perſons, Places, and Families, 

« am bound to pray for, or who need 
e deſire my Prayers; ſuit thy Mere 

© to their particular Cafes, Conditio 
« and Neceſſities, and eſpecially bleſsthe 
« with ſpiritual Bleſſings in Chrift [ef 

« Pity, O Lord, I humbly pray The 
ce the Children of Affliction + Rememt 
« the Poor, the Sick, the Pained, 
« Tempted, the Diſtempered in Mind 
<«< Body, thoſe that are exerciſed yi 
„ the Loſs of dear Relations, or Crof 
*in their Relations, and vonchſafe the 
« ſuch Direction, ſuch Relief, Help, 8 
“ port, and! Comfort, as to thy inf 
Bo Wiſdom ſeemeth beſt for them. 

% Shew Mercy on all who have t 
« Day met together in thy Fear: 5 
4 ctify our Mercies, ſupply our Wan 
« fit us for our Trials, and help us al 
« to live, that when we die, our $0 
% may go to the Souls of the Juſt m: 
« perfect; and our Bodies, at the laſt D 
« may have the Reſurrection of the Ju 


* aud be for eyer with the Lord. 


| Again: 
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Additional Prayers for the Clerg y, to be 
added on Days of Ordination. 


« FY Theu, whoart the Lord of the 
« Vineyard, give a diſcerning Spirit 
& to ſuch who are intruſted to ſend La- 
& bourers into thy Vineyard, that they e- 


e muſt one Day give of the Souls com- 
“ mitted to their Charge; and that every 


* of his Ways, his Blood ſhall be required 
« at the Hands of the ſlothful and care- 
« leſs Paſtor. 35 + ts 
« Let the ſacred Canon be the Rule 
* of their Examination, doing nothing by 
© Partiality. e | 

« O preſerve thy Church from the 
* prophane Intruſions of ungodly and 
% unreaſonable Men; from the Pride of 
4 Novices, the vain Diſputers, who mi- 
niſter Queſtions rather than godly Edi - 
„ fying; from the Unſtable and Un- 


* yet know not thy Law, or the Things 
* whereof they affirm. 15 5 

4 Bleſs, O Lord, theſe thy Servants, 
* that as they are ſent by the legal Au- 
K thority of Men, and have the outward 
Call of Order, fo ſend them out with 
thy divine Power as ſent by Thee, ha- 
4 vying the true internal Call of thy holy 
* Spirit, full of Zeal for thy Service, 


T 4 < intending. 


ver bear in Mind the ſtri& Account they 


« Sinner, who is not warned of the Evil 


„learned, who deſire to be Teachers, 


* 


„ 
* apt > 
bY N | au 


* 


85 Tas: 
& intending more the Duties than the 
« Profits or Dignities of their Calling; 
© that as they are ſeparated, ſo they my 
© be ſanctified and meet for the Office 
© to which they are appointed. 
<« Pity ſo great a Part of the World lof 
„e in Sin and Ignorance, and endue. th 
« Teachers of thy Law with Gifts; but 
cc if that is not needful, :yet with Grace 
<« as at the Beginning; that Chriſt's Kine 
dom may be perfected and inlarged, ani 
all Power ſubdued unto his juſt Domi 
nion. $45 þ 1. | ; | | 
« The Harveſt is plenteous, but th 
faithful Labourers are few; increaſe th 
Number of the good Shepherds, that 
all who undertake to feed the Floc 
of Chriſt, may be guided and tavght h 
the holy Spirit of Chriſt, rightly to dis 
pence thy holy Word, that both them 
elves and thoſe committed to theit 
& Charge may grow in the Knowledge 
< and Love of God, and of our Lord | 
< {jus Chriſt, that being themſelves. con 
<« verted they may ſtrengthen their Bre 
„ thren, | preach from their own Heart 
to the Hearts of their Hearers what 
„ they have received and known, and be 
„ in all Things Examples to the Flock. 
e And, O Thou God of Truth, manifet 
„ thy Truth to all who ſincerely ſee 
e after it, and aſũſt, with a mighty Power, 
* all. who teach it faithfully, that it may 
And effectual Entrance into every 1 
| „„ 103 | . | Heart, 


[ 1 ] 5 . | 
Heart, and put to Silence the Ignorance 
of all ungodly Oppoſers. 

O may the Wiſdom of the Chriſtian 
Doctrine, be vindicated by the obedient 
Lives of Chriſtians, that Light and Love 
may fill the World, and prepare for thy 
glorious * of Truth and Peace. 


me bore Refleflions and Ejaculations. 
that may be uſed when the Communi- 
cants are few. 


Lord, 1 bring my fir meſt Re ſo- 

lutions of a perpetual War againſt 

all my Sins, to the Foot of thy Altar, 

to the Foot of the Croſs on which the 

great and perfect Sacrifice was offered 

once for all. 

hem O let the Merit of that Sacrifice ob- 


their tain Pardon for all my paſt Tranfgreſ- 
ledsM lions, and not only Pardon, but Strength 
to deſtroy them, that they may no more 


prevail to diſhonour the holy Name by 


Bre which I am called, to defite my Soul, or 
lea offend or enfnare my Neighbour. 

wha O Lord, aſſiſt me ſo with thy Grace, 
nd ball that 1 may not only deſtroy *the Po- 
ck. I minion of Sin, that it reign not, but its 
miei very Being, that it live not in me. 

7 {cen Lord, Jam not worthy to come to 
ower this boly Feaſt, but I conie as wanting 


may 
zoneſ 
Jeart, 


kardon, wanting ſpiritual Strength, as 
deſirous of Sanctification as of Juſtifica- 
fon and Salvation. ; 
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| [282] 
Is there any Sin I would not pla, f 
* © part with? Is there any Grace or y 

< tue I would not gladly practiſe and pry 


into Perfection? Is there any Suffery f 

—_— &« would not willingly undergo, if 0 
1 | Bs calls me to it, or may be glorified by . « 
—_ Lord, thy Grace aſſiſting, I find of , 
« ES _ © Heart diſpos'd toanſwer toall this ;thallfſ« x 
4 „ E not any: Nothing I love more tien 
1 Thee, nothing I fear more than offenliſſ« | 
3 <« ing Thee, nothing I think ſo griendli« m 
3 | & as what ſeparates me from thy Favoili 9 
3 4: „ Lord, I believe all thy Promi. « 
8 Vb « that thy Power, Wiſdom, and Go nt 
= “ neſs are perfect, and that nothing il « 
4 7 cc my own obſtinate Self-will can reitrW« m 
5 © the bleſſed Influences of theſe thy , it 
L tributes to my eternal Happineſs. e 

ce O my God! thy free Love and Bo. ; 

ce ty brought me into Being, gave meli t! 

and a Seed of Immortality: Can I df. 

« but this was an Effect of Love t. 

* Mercy, that Thou willeſt my HaM*« 0 

< neſs, and diſpoſeſt all thy Provides fie 

ce to awaken the Faculties of my Soul, . d 

e order to that End, ſo far as is co þ 

q « ſtent with the Freedom of my Nati 
I | “ and that Order of Beings Thou vF« 9 
a | < pleaſed to place me in? Therefore I g 
« not fear that any Thing but my o. | 

« wilful Choice, and my Withdrawi® w 

« from Thee, and Independency on T «<< 

: © can ever make me miſerable. E ce 
4 « O God, I doubt not thy Bounty,W* m 
c V 


& make me a Subject capable of Mercy f 


8 


| < 

o NY 
fear nothing but my ſelf; my ſelf as 
a Sinner, who have nct lived ſuitably _ 
to the Excellency of my Chriſtian pro- 
feſſion, not valued or improved as 1 
ought, the greateſt Honour, the great- 
t eſt Happineſs, the 3 Privilege 
k and Glory on this fide Heaven, to be a 
Diſciple of Chriſt, under the Govern- 
ment of the moſt perfect Laws and 
„ Law-giver, admitted to contend for the 
« moſt excellent Prize, an eternal State 
of Glory and Happineſs, which 1 may 
certainly obtain tbrough Grace, if I do 
not loſe it by my own wilful Faults. 

« 1 moſt gladly renew the Covenant of 
my Baptiſm, accept the Conditions of 
« it, and beg Strength to perform them. 

« O my God, accept that full, perfect, 
„and all- ſuſficient Sacrifice offered by 
thy beloved Son in whom Thou art 
yell pleafed; for his Sake, according to 
* thy gracious Promiſes, pardon all my 
* Offences, hear his all-powertful Interceſ- 
* fion for me, accept him as my Advo- 
* cate to obtain for me the Aids of thy 
* Noly Spiritz the Comforter to abide 
* with me, to afliſt and guide me through- 
* out this howling Wilderneſs, the dan- 
* gerous Pilgrimage cf Life, that I may 
4 _ believe and do accarding to thy 
Will. 5 

« Inlighten my Mind, purify my Heart, 
correct, inſtru, and comfort me, lead 
untſ, “ me into Truth by the Reading thy holy 
1 * Word, that I may obey all Ibo com- 


2 mandeſt, 


1 


2d 


Te). 


© mandeſt, and ſuffer cheerfully all Thoy 


<> 


4 


infliceſt, live and die in Faith and Cha- 


de rity £6 thy Glory, my Neighbours E- 


" 


8 


difcation, and my own eternal Salvati. 
on, thr ough Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. 


C 


5 


: 4 ſhorter Meditation. | 


„REA and Eternal Lord, Fou 


8 
LAY 


tain of Being, I thy poor Cres. 
ture, acknowledge my entire Depend- 
* ance on Thee. I humbly adore and wor. 
ſhip Thee, as infinitely perfe&, power. 
* ful, wife, and abundant in Goodneſs and 
Truth. Thou art the Author, not only 
of my Being, but Well-being ; the per- 
ce fect and eternal Object of my Love, the 
&% Accompliſhment of my Hope. 
„ PTis my Privilege, the Perfection of 
« my Nature, my higheſt Liberty, my 
moſt reaſonable Service, to be ſubject to 
< thy juſt Dominion, thy moſt righteons 
% Laws and Government. 
« O Lord, I offer my Soul and Body, 
« my Will, my whole Selt, as a Sacri- 


8 
* 


e whole Burnt-offering to Thee, 


« Father, Son, and holy Ghoit, One God 
« bleſſed for evermore. [1 acknowledge 
« and adore the Word Incarnate, God 
« manifeſted in the Fleſh to deſtroy the 
« Works of the Devil. 

„ O my divine Maſter, kill and cruct- 
ce fie, deftroy utterly in me all that offends 
6 Thee. 4 
= , | ct 


nd 
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O let the Example of thy poly List | 
« he ever preſent for my Imitation; thy 
« Humility, thy unwearied Meekneſs, 
« thy Contempt of the World, its Plea- 
« ſires, its Honours, thy going about 
« doing Good, thy Compaſſion to the 
« repenting Sinner, and thy Mercy to 
« all who are in Miſery: Thy patient ſuf- 
« fering of Injuries, Reproach, Contempt, 
« and aàt laſt Death it ſelf, praying for” 
thy Enemies. 
« O Thou, whoſe Life only is a perfect 
p * Pattern, and whoſe Doctrine only is a 
rfe& Rule, enable me, and all who 
« profeſs thy holy Name. ſo to obey the 
« one and follow the other, that at the 
great Day of Account, we may hear 
« that comfortable Sentence, Well done 
„good and faithful Servants, enter into 
* the Joy of your Lord. 


A Meditation on St. Mathew, Chap. 4%, 


HOU ſhalt 1 0 the Lord thy God, with Ver. Eo 
all thy Heart, and wir all thy Sond, and * BB 
mth all thy Mind. 
This is the firſt and great — Ver. 38. 
And the Second is like unto it, Ver. 39. 


Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbowr as thy ſelf. Ver. 40. 
On theſe two mne Hang all the Lam 
and the Prophets. 

Aud needs there any Cothmattdaeiits 1 
for ſo ſelf-evident a Duty, as loving the | 3 
Author of our Being and our 1 | 

a 0 


\ 


| | 7: Its 57 fy 
5 of all that is excellent and lovely i in the 
Creation. 

But ſince it is an Obligation ſo plata 
from- natural, as well as revealed Religi. 


on, How comes it to paſs that ſo many 


Profeſſing 2 Submiſſion to both, yet are de. 
ſticute of this divine Principle? 
The Reaſon is as evident as the Duty; 


| many through a ſtupid Ignorance, and not 


* = hn, thoſe Faculties by which they 
might diſcover a firſt Cauſe of all Things, 
know not God; and very many of thoſe 
who profeſs to know or believe a God, 
yet diſcover not his Perfections, or their 
er ene for want of Reflection; they 


conſider not the Manifeſtations He has 


made of Himſelf in His Works and 
Word, the Wonders of Creation and 
Providence, the Excellency of His Laws, 
the Glory of His Promiſes, the Terror of 
His Threatnings; by all which they ſhould 
be led to know God, and that He 1s the 
Original and Root of Being, of Life, and 
Love; and that to love God, is to derive 
Life and Happineſs from this Root ; that 


Love or Dependance is the Tree of "Life, 


the Gate of Paradiſe, the Seed that nou- 


_ . riſhes unto eternal Life, and maintains 


thoſe Pleaſures that laſt for evermore: That 
whoſoever loves God aright, will be a living 
Branch, dearing, Fruits of Love to them- 
ſelves and others in their proper Seaſons. 

To be without this divine Love, and 
00 ſeparated from this Root of Life and 
Happineſs, is the paſling into the State of 
Miſery and Death. Enmity 


Eni 
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Eamity to God is the great Depraviz 
u, the Fewel that feeds the Fire that 
in Wuaquenchable © 

i- Mfrom this State of Enmity to God and 
ny WW: Goodneſs, follows Enmity to our ſelves 
e · Wi all the Creatures; for being ſeparated 
m the Root, Eſſence, and only living 
untain of Love and Happineſs, tis im- 
ſible we can love our Selves, or others 
God's Creatures, the Principle of Love 


„ Wing dead in us. O unnatural State! O 

le mal Fall of depending Creatures! this 

d, mot but be the Eſſence of Miſery and 

ir Wcſpair- 1 Ws 

ey „„ 5 | 
as O Lord, fave me, ſave thy deluded = 
nd creatures from whatever leads to thoſe | 9 
nd W Chambers of Death. 'Y 


's, O excellent Virtue of divine Love, 
of Thou Seed of Immortality, that brings 
forth every good Fruit, every Grace, 
he every Virtue, by which we do in the 
nd trueſt Senſe love our Selves and all the 
ve Creatures of God. 1 8 
at Do I ſee Beauty and Excellency in 
fe, thy Creatures? G let me by them be 
led to adore and love Thee the Creator. 6 
As the Creature has no Self excellency, | 9 
but receives all from Thee; ſa direct b 
my Affections that they may never fix .4 
on the Creature but in thoſe Degrees, - 3 
and according to that Order appointed 
by Thee. | > 


420 


— 


bt O my God, Rab me perfect in d 
et vine Charity, and that wil perfect 


. p 
4 < other Graces in me. a 
3 « Fe that loveth not, kndweth not God by 
E:: Ds for God 1 is Love. * tin 
= Thus if you can enter * a clear Vi fr 
El of *theſe two Eſtates, of Love and Ennif 1 o 
wh to God; or in plainer Words, of ola 
| Enmity to thoſe Perfections which Golf jet 

| has made our Duty to acquire, den God 
they are neceſſary to our Happineſs, bin 
will plainly perceive a Chain of Miſerigh* / 

in the one, and Bleſſedneſs in the othei qui 

of Beauty in the one, and Deformity do 

the other: So that Miſery is not the lee 

bitrary Puniſhment, . but the inſeparabſſMour 

3 Conſcquence of Enmity to God; in which pen 
= | Depravation of Mind, is that Eſſence Mind 
3 Principle in which Sin and its particulWice 
* Acts exiſt, and to which they adhere. ba 
3 ; C0 
4 Some Additional Meditations, which 1. 5 
= ze à Part of Jour - Sacramental PY 1. 
* | Fl tou. we. 


Bleſſed Saviour, Thou haſt Fai 
66 Do this in Remembrance of m 
« What? in the hiſtorical Remembrand 
« of thy Sufferings only? O no: But! 
CC. — of that wondrous 10 
I < that cloathed Thee with humane N 
= << ture, that Thou mighteſt be our E 
„ ample in thy holy Life, our Teac 
| _ . Wocie 
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er and Prophet by thy holy Precepts; 


dur Prieſt, by thy Sacrifice and Inter- 
ceſſion in Heaven for us; and our King, 


oof by ruling and defending us, by inftitu- 


ting holy Laws: Where this Act of 
Homage and Obedience is commanded 


ie} for a Remembrance, That tho? greater 


— 


mit Love than this hath no Man, than that 
e Man lay down his Life for his Friend; 
Coll yet greater was the Love of the Son of 
ca Cod, who ſhewed Mercy, and made 
val himſelf a Sacrifice for his Enemies. 
erg And what does the Lord thy God re- 
the pre of thee for all theſe Benefits? To 
. keep his Commandments; that is, love 
rab our great Benefactor, on whom we de- 


Which dend continvally, whoſe Yoak is eaſie, 


ce Mond whoſe Burden is light ; whoſe Ser- 
ical ice is perfect Freedom, and whoſe Com- 
e. randments are not grievous; whoſe 


ſecond Command ment is; to ſhew forth 


}, „or Love to God whom we have not 
Dei 


ne ſee continually, and whoſe Wants 


t (ai 
of m 
brand 
But | 


elves; to do to theſe our Fellow-Crea- 
res, as in the like Circumſtances we 
night reaſonably deſire and expect, or 
5 they ought to do to us, did we want 
heir Help and Aſſiſtan de.. 
What can be ſo juſt? What ſo rea- 
onable? What ſo conducing to our 
Wn Happineſs and the - Happineſs of 
docieties ? e 


Lol 
je N. 
Ur E 
Teacl 

« 6 


o good unto thy ſelf, to love God and 


ſeen, by our Love to our Brethren whom 


we cannot but know. To love thoſe 
is our ſelves, who are as Parts of our 


« And 


4 And woe, are r Statutes ac 
26 jodgments ſo righteous as are the Ch 
<« ftian Doctrine and Diſcipline ? Amari | 
4 Folly + toreverencethe imperfe&t Ly 
©« of Men, and ne lect and deride 1| 
Laws of God; the Obſervation of whi 
can alone make Mankind bappy. 
„ O Lord, Thou knoweſt all Thing; 
4 truſt do not deceive my ſelf, whei 
« fay, Thou knoweſt that I love The 
« 1 cannot but love Thee, when I 
<« der thy Wiſdom and Goodneſs; le 
nat but love Thee, when I conſider ti! 
« Perfections as manifeſted for the By 
« fit of Mankind, and of me the moſt 1 
% worthy. - 
-. Wei ſay I love God, and hat 
„ 'Brother, 1atn a Liar. | 
„ This is my Maſter's new Coma 
te ment, that. e love one another. 
„ Whoſe Life was Love, whoſe De 
c was Love, and whoſe diſtinguiſhing] 
« cept was Love. 
„ But alas! how many call him, Lc 
« Lord, yet do not this eaſie Duty Wi 
ehe commands? 
O where ſhall 1 go to find true] 
< ciples to this heavenly Doctrine! 
O divine Spirit of Love, kindle 
« ſacred Fire in the Breaſt of Chriſti 
„ that all may know who are thy 
<« ciples, by their Love one to anoti 
te though we want the miraculous'G 
let us not be without this exce 
© Grace that ned ſo * in thy 
| &« Folloy 


Fc 


i 291 11. 
Followers, which alone would be uff . 
ent to conyert the unhelieving World 
othe Knowledge of God, and of Jeſus 
iſt, Who came to reach this moſt 
er fect Precept, both by Doctrine and Ex- : 
ample ; for Love is the Foundation and 
ſence of Chriſt's Kingdom, as Hatred 
that of the fallen Angelis; Twas fall- 
is from the Spirit of Love and De- 
endance, and entring into a Spirit of 
umity and Independance on God, that 
pusht Evil and Miſery into being, | 
id till maintains it. 
O Thou Fountain of Mercy, ſave me 
m this great Depravation,. and let 
„Injury, no Suffering, no Provocation, 
opt me to reſt. in a Spirit of Enmity 
any, leaſt ſtaying on thoſe Confines 
ma Hell, entertaining that Spirit of the 
wil one, I am driven into thoſe Re- 
 VeiWons of Darkneſs, where the Worm of 
0; hatred dieth not, and the Fire of 
end Fury is not gpenched. 
1, L 
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On the Monday after you Comm mi 
impley ſome ferious Reſtect ion a 
Obligations of your Baptiſmal Vn # 
bow well you obſerveit.® i. 


EXAMINATION. 


1 O you renounce all Idolatry, 

* all that tends to it, both the 

” ward Worſhip of any Thing but God 

the ſetting your Heart on any Cre 

more than God? Do you renounce . 

oppoſe all falſe Worſhip of the true 

| all Superſtition and Inventions of 4 

A +... got, agreeing with the Word of G0 

- © Do you refuſe all Conſulting with - 

logers, and Dependance on any Thu, 
God? Are you not addicted to any healif 

iſh Superſtition ; as the minding O* - 

Dreams, unlucky Days, or the like? WP” 

Do you not allow your ſelf in En” 

Malice, or in Lying? a 

Do you not tempt others to any & 

gratifie your Pleaſure, or your Inter 

All theſe are peculiar Characters dec 


Devil; therefore if you live in the i 
of any of them, you do not keep 8 


Part of your Vow. 
„„ Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy Gol V 
10. Him only ſhalt thou ſerve... 
Col. 2. Let no Man beguile you of your I pu 
18. in a voluntary Humility and worſwf 
Angels, | 


aking the Word ir Ged 47 10 fel, e Mark. " - 
Traditions which ye have delivered. I3. „ 


eſe Men have ſet up their Idols in las Ezek. 14, 
nnr, and put the Pumbling Block of their | Ry - 

wity before their Face. | 
Be not diſmayed at the Shes I Heaven, Jer 17. 


the Heathens are diſmayed at em . 
In Malice be ye Childre. 1 Cor. 14, 
rudge not one againſt 8 | Fr . 


re are of your Father. the Devil, and the 9. 
, your Father ye will do; be was a John 4 $, 
derer from the Beginning, "ard abode wot 44. 

e Truth becauſe there is no Truth in him; 

p be ſpeaketh a Lye, he ſpeaketh of 577 

þ fo he is a Liar, and the Father of it. 
ie God of this World has blinded the 
abs of them which believe not. 

e that committeth Sin 15 of the Devil. „Joh. 3.3. 

+ ſober, be vigilant, becauſe your Adver- Pet. 5. _ 
the Devil, as 4 roaring. Lion, walketh I 8 

r ſeeking whons he may devour, *' - nde 
r he angry and ſin not; let not the Sun Eph. « FR 


Sek 4. 


mn upon your Wrath : „ 
either give Place to the Devil. Ver. 27. 

y hath Satan filled thy Heart, to lit to Acts 5. 3. 
Holy Ghoſt ? 


ul ye ſpeak wickedly for God ? Wil Je Job. 13,7. 
deceitfully for him? 

ly, Do you indeed renounce the Pomps 

Vanity of this wicked World? That is, 

jon avoid all Exceſs of Grandour i in 

Way of Living, in your Attire, E- 

age, or in any other vain and ſinful 

joms of the World? 


U 3 Dq 


nde abſoturely refaſe:t03 join in u De 
1 wg Diverſion, falſſy called PleafuBhrio 
* SH >] : OT Recreation . And do you avoid ti 148 
_ fs of any that makes the Mind vail Fo 
= ; inflames any. Paſſion, loſes much Tin «nc 
= „Audion for Acts of Devotion and Fe, 
. rity, or the Buſineſs of your Place he 
Calling? And are you not carried to H 2 

ceefs in any Recreation that is ingo L 

| andi allowable; | For 
A Rom. 18“ Be not conformed. to Ts World, but r i 
1 2. he transformed, that ye may prove what mT red. 
3 good and acceptable Will of God. Let 


4 Mat. 6. No. Man can\ſerve two Maſters; for Iain 
_—  . 24. * he will loue the one, and hate the oe 


or elſe be will hald to the vne, and deſpiſe I Be 

| > cel: Te cannot ſerve God and 1 F. 
1505 2, Love not the World, neither the Things 0M Th: 
8 „are in the World; if any Man lotet uv 
5 World, the Love oa the Father is not in ih 1 

** For they loved the Praiſe, of Men 5 

| than the Praiſe of God. 

18855 5: 15. If ye were of the N. onda, the World Wo 
love his own, but ye are not of the Wi ( 
but 1 have chaſen you out of the Warld, ih 
fore the World hateth ä ma 

3dly, 1 Do yon renounce. all the 8 "ly Gu: 
Lulls of the Fleſh ? That is, Do you Wot 
hor and fly from every Thing leading 
Impurity, and, Immodeſty ? If your He hut 
is pure, it will create an Averſmn to wh fall 
ever in the -remoteſt Manner leads to tha 
that are ſo. ocions and debaſing. 0] 


b 295: SY | 
Do you avoid all Exceſs in Meats and 
ty rinks, all Sloth, and indulging unneceſ⸗- 


| tf 
Val 
Fi 


wry Eaſe; as Sleep, Idleneſs, Gb? ; | 
Farnication and all Uncleanneſs, let it not Gal. 3. 3. 
once named amongſt you, as becometh Saints. 
r no unclean Perſon hath any pg Ver. 5. 
he King dom of Chriſt and'of Gol. 

0 bil Make no Proviſion for the , 0 1 55 Rom. 13. 
cee Laſte thereof N 
For if ye live after the Fleſh; ye [bat dis . 

if ye through the Spirit, do mortiſie the 

eds of the Body, ye ſhall live. 

Let us walk honeſtly as in the Day, not 15 13. 
ting and Druntenneſs, not in Chambering 14. 
Wantonneſs, not in Strife and Enuy. 


13, 


iſe e not among Wine-bibbers, amongſt riot- Prov. 23 . 
mo Eaters of Fleſh. e 
gin The* Drunkard. nd the Gluten ſhall come Ver. 21. 
ove rad ; and Drone wy re cloath a Man 


th R gs. | . 
Meditations and Aſpirations. | 5; 


Almighty Lord, who governeſt all | 
Things in Heaven and Barth, com- 
mand thy. bleſſed Angels to be my 
Guardians, that evil Spirits hurt me 
not; preſerve me from thoſe tempo- 
ral Evils, that their Malice may inflict. 
But O, much more defend me from 
| falling by any of thoſe Temptations | 
to that defile the Soul; Strengthen me, 
| O Lord, that 1 may fo reſiſt as to o- 
rercome 3 ; and not by being like them 
in evil Works, give them ower over 
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_ eme, and provoke the good Angels t 
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| is 1 
A & withdraw from me. Aſſiſt me ali on! 
_ with ſuch Wiſdom from above, as mf aril 
e teach me to ſubdue all ſuch Affection Vir 
3 to the World, or any Thing in it, the 
5 '\ __ <o ſhall at any Time obſtruct my entire OF the 
= e bedience: Let me rather be hated off any 
'< the World, and uſed as its E nem irr 

„for my Oppoſition to it, than by a De 

% Friendſhip with it, have my Love off are 

Thee become more languid and us 

” «hive =. 0 * 399 

E: O my Lord, I will never for ſake ii Th 
Service, which is my Honour, my Je hai 
= and my Advantage; to ſerve the World © ( 
„ here all is Vanity and Vexation of Spill de 

« rit. No: Iwill daily endeavour to off wh 

«to the World, and then 1 ſhall moi pr: 

"6 | <« truly diſcern and prove what is mol ot 
5 - < acceptable to thy haly Will. Aud the 
N | << to purſue the painted Splendors of i 


« World is unworchy of a Chriſtian, MF int 
% baſer Gratifications of the Body are ui tal 
* worthy of a Man; nay, How nv De 
% more is that Man ſunk below the Bruq cri 
who enſlaves his Reaſon to Senfuality IT. 
<< How little does ſuch a one deſerveii di 
„Gifts af Reaſon, and thoſe other no! 

“ Faculties of the Soul? And how utte 24 
ly incapable muſt he be of a pure A elie 
« gelical and Spiritual Exiſtence? Pine 
O my bounteous Creator, let meide 
„ ver be guilty of this monſtrous Balea 
„% neſs, to inſlave my Mind to my Bodloo! 
the Maſter to its Servant. How 6 ec 


Pp 4 * 2 
N , 4 A "= _ x A ; 2 = \ Bf PIES” > #55 
* 8 rr „ 2 ac Ic he ae; a 3 
1 8 Py _— 2 FF * * A ' x * n SY; SRC 7 Pe 
FEET —2— ⅛ one T S FN e - 
BT oY" Mo 2 W * 5 : 1 T 4D wn oe. : 
EZ £8. 8 I NTT : a 5 3 : A 4 j yy 3 Py 28. Ss ett 1 wt 5 8 EW 2 : 
1 : x * | 3 R's 3 bee 45 8 2 2 . : wn 4 Ke £ es 
4 5 8 8 * 0 3 1 . 3 4 — * WET" 7 — * 81 _ 5 N 5 7 > 2 * Z 
N * ue f „ 4 , * * „ { 4 
. 1 
y - 
: * - 
” 
P 


F 
s it ſeen that the Voluptuous grow not 
only inſenſible of all the Pleaſures thar 
ariſe from Speculations of Religion and © + © fm 
Virtue, but are incapable to be held b od 
the Tyes of Juſtice, Honour, Love tod 
their Country, Friendſhip, "&c. ween 2M 
any of theſe ſtand in Oppoſition to their . ... '. 
Irregular Purſuits of Pleaſure; but the»  . 
Deformities of Senſuality are nor to be 3 = 0 
argued with, but caſt out of the Mind, „ 
as well as Practice, with the utmoſt 
Loathing and Scorn. O Lord, I than«õ 
Thee for the Contempt and Hatred I 
have ever found to theſe Vices. 
O Lord, perfect what is in any ſort F# 
defedive, that I may not only abhor | 
what is Criminal,” but alſo the Ap- 
proaches of all Vanity Deſire to pleaſe 
others, or Self. indulgence, and Care for 
the Body beyond Neceſſity. | 
O Lord, I reſign my Will to all the : 
innocent Miſeries that attend my mor- 
re u tal Body, as Sickneſs, Pain, Old-Age, 1 
-mF Deformity: But, O keep it from all 4 
Bru criminal Pollutions, that it may be a 

Temple ſanQified, and meet for thy 
livine eee. 


—_—_ = 
a4 


- 
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2dly, At your Baptiſm you promiſed to 
elieve the Chriſtian Faith. Here exa- 
line if you are diligent in the Study of 
te holy Scriptures, and Uſe of all thoſe 
Means (as Hearing Sermons, Reading good 
ooks, and good Converſation) needful to 
Obtaining of Chriſtian Faith and Know- 
Kee. 8 And 


9 * "2M "mn 
* 


3 13 
And do you, after due EPO. 


mit your Underſtanding to — 00 
has revealed of his Nature and Wil 


which is ſufficiently clear in all Things e it: 
ceſſary to your Salvation ; eſpecially u of 
is your Duty in order to - holy Life. ar 
x Cor: 2. The natural "Mak rereiveth ot the Thi Pi 
of the Spirit of God, for they are Fooliſmeſ de 
to him; neither can be know them, ba fo 


| TO. 


| Rev. 21. 
8. 


John 15. 
1 


| | John 7. 
. 


0 


4 Tyar; becanſe he heli eveth not the Rec, 


| Sin. 


they art ſpiritually diſcerned. 


| *Thws is the Work God,” that bali „L 
4 on him whom he hath — 4. 5 1 ty 
—8. 24. # ye believe . your : am He, ye fd d of 

in your Sins. ein 
1 John 5. | He that ROUND not Ged, bath made ui D. 


that God gave of hit So: 
The unbelirving ſball have their Fares in th 
Lake which burneth with Fire. 5 
If had not dine among them the Wa 
which none other Man did, | they had not hit 


F ee will do my Wil, he ful in hand 
of my Doctrine that it cometh from God. 


cc Lord, by thy Aſſiſtance, | wi 
5 endeavour to do thy Will; C 
« that I may increaſe in the Knowledge 
< of thy Word, and in a lively Faith o®our 
its coming from Cod. Is he 

Lord, I believe, help Thou my Un | 
belief; keep me from wilful Error 0 
6 Ignorance: : and where I err throug 
< Weakneſs, forgive me for Chriſt's ſake 


“How criminal muſt the Infidelity d 
5 * thok 


4 


_ 
-thoſt- be; who' have — . 
ſtructetl in the Profs ef Ghtiſtianity, 
but can't but on the Suitabſeneſs of 
its Doctrines and Laws te the Nature 
of God, and the Perfection of Man; 
and yet dare deſpiſe and trauſgreſs its 
precepts, and ridicule its Docrines? O 
(deplorable Folly ! to Hazard ſo much 
for ſo little; to ſlight the certaineſt Me- 
* thods of attaining. Happinefs in this 
1 Life, with the Hopes of eternal Belict- 
ty after it, for the Knjoyment of what 
often makes us miſerable Here; and ends 
ein the Apprehenſions of Horror and 
Darkneſs hereaſter. What Madneſs is 
en this ! were the Promiſes and Threats 
- mnght- by revealed Religlon but barely 
poſſible, and ue ton 1 en ae | 
aut Aue e 
Vor nennen 
+ has -3dly; T 4 laſt Part, Foy your Vow 5 7 | 
at you will keep” God's holy Will and Com. 
and ments, and wall in che Youu all the 
Days of your: Lifte. CSE 
| Theſe Commands of God; and al that 
wilclates to a holy Life, are ſo plainly laid 
; own in the ſacred Scriptures, with Re- 
ledge ect to your Duty to God, your Neigh- 
th our, and your ſelf, that if your Heart 
Ws honeſt, tho? your Capacity ſhould' be 
Une, you can hardly miſtake any of them, 
or tt leaſt thoſe that are moſt neceſſary and 
-oug if univerſal Obligation; therefore on this 
fake lead, examine your ſelf by the Word of 
ty 01 bod, particularly by that ſhort Summary, 
chose your 


| bet 95 10% 
your Love to God and your Nei gbbor, 
which is the Foundation of the Fulfill 
of the. 

Therefore remember, as if you knon. 
ingly and wilfully offend againſt any one 
divine Law, you break this Part of your 

Vow, Which obliges you to endeavour to 
know and do the whole Will of God, xs 
perfectly as you can; and where you al, 
to repent and amend. 

* The Unbeliever, forthe: mel Part, Gr 
ſins againſt God's Laws, and then ſtudies] 
to deny his Authority, and ſays in hi 
Heart, he will not have this Law-giver to 
reign over him: A ſinful Life ever dif. 

— to a corrupt and wavering Faith, 
here are but ſew, if any A poſtates from 
the Chriſtian Doctrine, who with a pure 

- and humble Mind endeavour to obey 
the Chriſtian Precepts. - They that beſt 
keep the Commandments, have the firmeſt 
Faith in, as well as moſt Right to the 
Promiſes. of Chriſt; for true Faith and 
ſincere Obedience grow yy and ſup: 
port each other, | 


Lord, 1 coufeld thy Service i 
0 perfect Freedom; Thou haſt made 
that my Duty. and annexed to it the 
Reward of eternal Life, which is init 
ſelf aReward, and the ſureſt Means of 
my preſent. Happineſ: S. What could be 
done more to attract the Choice of 
free Creatures? And how juſt is the 


8 Puniſhment of ſuch ungrateful and ſtub- 
« borl 


. [ zer 1 . 1 
bor, born Rebels, who deſpi iſ thoſe Laws FE? 5 
filling W« and Diſpoſitions that are iran to 


« their own Felicity? Bi | 
non. ] O my God, I acknowledge, the more 
one“ fincerely. 1 have ſtudied to obey. thy 
your FW holy Laws, the more perfect, and ex- 

r to cellent, and reaſonable T have found 
6 them. 

« Lord, thy Yoak is eaſie je, and 
4 thy Burden light; to obey. Thee, is 
but to perfect my Nature, and make 

« it more excellent and fit for Glory. 
How far do thy Precepts exceed all the 
« Schools of the moſt ſublime Philoſo- 
e phers and Moraliſts? And yet what 
„ Zeal had their Scholars for the Honour 
„of their Maſters? And how rigidly 
« did they obey their Diſcipline and Max- 
« ims, and thought it ſhameful not to do 
“ ſo? And ſhall I, who have the greateſt, 


the beſt and wiſeſt Rules of Life, and 
« promiſed the beſt and moſt glorious 
* Recompence, ſlight and neglect his Com- 


„ mandments and Inſtitutions? God for- 


„ 
ice ö © O Lord, begging thy Grace in Time 
made © of need, by which nothing ſhall be too 


t the © hard for me, 1 reſolve to endeayour to 


in i my Life's End, to obey all thy Com- 
ins of mands, to do and ſuffer whatever is ap- 
Id be pointed for me, as perfectly as can. 


s the This is the Leave of God, that you keep 1 John 5. 


ſtub⸗ bi Commandments, and his Commandments are 


bora nr grie vous. If- 


« beſt, and wiſeſt Maſter, who has given 


ds 


3 ; n es” det ont aa * R 2 4 ö * * , 
& S. IT 4 Fm wp - bo n r OA e GC £23 FP” TT. "£7 OM . ere P 2 Sold. + 
7 7 r 3 1 * n . 7 Lp 1 CONLEY * bes, 988 2 n G * 9 
8 * Sl 8 ES eo, * 8 — þ 8 4 I F< * THIN "6 $4 - 2 48 ” * * 
Lo = 2 8 3 . =; EOS 7 + - ug « $ 
* * 9 7 , * 4 Y 
* we © m5 7 1 ; . , « . " \ * F 1 $ * 
7 * * / ”* 7 . * A » 1 4 Th. 2 
3 SC . ® « "hy wy non" hi. . 
* "7 * + 1 Vac, l * 
1 SIE + N 
« . : * 
8 " , 6 0 
$ ** 


| ( 3020 
5 Nn 14. If 50 ee Keep my Commandments. 
"I, *N th. : M — Covenant Find Mercy. to then 
. "that love him and obſerve bis Commandment, 
Hieb. z. HFH became the Author of euern Sabvat- 
3 Y 5 „ | on, to all that obey bim. 1 11215 
Ihn z. - This is ibe — that: 1 
49. come ints the World, aud Maw loved Dark 
meſs rather than Day prong tt their Deed 
were evil. 
Ver. 20. For every one ; that dveth! evil, beck the 
1 Light, neither | cometh to rhe 25 leit bi 
Deeds ſhould be reproved. 
Ver. 21. But he that doth Truth. and tu the Light 
that his Deeds may. be made nel, that 
they are wrought in 
==-I4. 21. He that hath wor! Elnbirabadart, had keep 
eth them, he it is that loveth me: 3 audi he that 
* loveth me, ſpall be loved of my Father, ani 
"I I will love him, and will . my ſelf 
IJ #0 him, 8 
1 | 'Fis want of Love ant a tbis O- 
„ bedience that renders b * unc 
_ to difcern Truth. 


LORY be to Gad for his great 

8 Mercy in admitting me into the 
Covenant of Grace by holy Baptiſm; 
« I moſt willingly and Sanni renew the 
3 « Promiſes there made for me, by re- 
= _ « nouncing the Devil and all his Works, 
_ „ the Pomps and Vanities of the World, 
on <« and all the ſinful Lufts of the Fleſh; ! 
«« reſolve a perpetual War againſt theſe 
| & my Enemies, and to make ns Friend- 
„„ 3 * ip with them, but live in conſtant 
| 6 © Oppoſition 


1 5 
e | [believe this la 7 


cred Doctrines of Chriſt as taught in the 
holy Scriptures, and I reſolve to en- 
deavour an entire Obedience to God's 
holy Will and Command ments to the 
laſt Moment of my Life. 

« Lord, aſſiſt me with divine Gras 
ſuitable to my Weakneſs and Wants, 
and ſuch ſpiritual Armour as may ſecure 
my Victory. 
as yet been ſo feeble a Soldier, that I 


| have ſo often yielded my ſelf a Captive, 


ſo often betrayed my ſelf, and joined 


' with my Enemies; ſo often, for want 
of a ſtricter Wanchz been furpriſed and | 


overcome. 
&« O that it may be ſo no more! Othae 


may be faithful to the Death, and ſo 


obtain a Crown of Life! 1 defire to 
| obey and keep thy 
with me by thy holy Spirit, that I may 


be, not in Name only, but in Truth, a 


Child of God, a Member of Chriſt, and 


then I ſhall be ſure to be an Inheritor 


' of the Kingdom of Heaven. / 


Go ye therefore and teach all Nations, be: * oo 


them in the Name of the Father 
he Son, and of the Holy haſt; teach 
hem to obſerve all Things whatſoever I 3 


mmanded yon; and lo, T e you to fe 
nd of the World. - 


Baptiſm doth nom ſave us, -= not the Waſh- 1 175 3. 


m away the Filth of the Fleſb, but the An- 
per F a good N rowards God. 


70 116 


15 


I am aſhamed that I have 


Precepts; abide 


Wy 
x 


. 


. 


John 1 . Jeſus anſwered; Verily, verily, I ſay wht 


you keep It 3 Or if you have raſhly mad 


on; how far you are to keep it, or repe 


_ Chriſtian, already obliged to govern yor 


ly in all Exigencies, if faithfully attende 


Ver. 5. 
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thee, except a Man be born of Water 4 


of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the King ſhs 
„„ fw Dio von nt It 
Before you conclude this Exerciſe, e 4 
amine if, at the holy Table, or at any off 3, 


ther Time, you have made any religion 
Vow or pious Purpoſe, and reflect ha 


any that are unlawful and unteaſonabl 


_ conſult ſome pious and learned Guide "F 


and ſubmit to his judgment and Dire 


of the making iir. 
But if I might adviſe, I would prevet 
the Intangling your ſelf with any ſuch for 
VT 

Vou are, as a rational Creature, and 


felf by ſound Reaſon and God's Lay 
and yaur Obligations, as ariſing from thol 
Directors, will guide you ſafely and wiſ 


to, better than haſty Reſolutions no wht 
commanded, which ſeldom ſpring fro: 
ſolid Virtue and a clear Underſtanding 


but often from Weakneſs of Mind, fr 

Frailties df Hife = 

Eccleſ. . Be not oy thy Mouth, and let 1g 7 
thine Heart be haſty to utter any Thing befonify N. 
God. e leg 


Better it is that thou ſhouldeſt not vn 
than thou ſhouldeſt vow and not pay. 


4 2 : Wer 
8 dy 


7 
e 


* L 

If a Man vaw a 00 „e Lor „ er Num. 30. 
1 an bn. bind bis Soul with'; « Bord, ME 12 5 
ſhall not break” his Word. ern bo 

If a Woman alſo vow a Fon ups the kerl Ver. 3. 
Al ber Vowsſhall ffn g; 

But if ber Father "diſallow ko the ve 22 
ay that he heartth, not any of her Vows ſhall 

ad, and the Tord ſhalt forgive | her, becauſe 

Farbe diſallowed P 
% ſhe bad” « al an Husband when ſhe Ver FRO 

ved. FT Ron's ev 3 

If her ub "Aiſa Row her in the D 

ts be beard it, he ſhall make her Vow + De Ver. F 
made of vone ua and the Lora ral 15 
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me Refleftions on Death, in reds 70 4 
_ conſtant Preparation for it. 


\N the Saturday before you commu- 
nicate, or if your Communions are 
t frequent, often imploy an Hour or 
o in the ſerious Meditations of Death, 
( W (hs Judgmeor, Heaven, 
"SYS 
[earneſtly Tecommend this Practice, as 
ly deneficial to your Advancement 1 in 
we. It will both keep you in a habi- 
Preparation for Peath, ſo that it can 
ay be ſudden to you and it will cure 
. many 
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196 * iſe f 
of errors t urpri 
om think ot, it; and by the Grac 
„ make your Death, when it come 
2 amazing, more calm and more ed 
_ tying ; and alſo diſcover. how you are n 
2 7 - pa for it, and what. it is you do, 
* *** leave. vndone, that makes the Approach 
Death moſt. unwelcome; alſo What Af 
1 ction it 1 that ties you maſt to the Worl 
and renders, ven moſt. unwilling ta le 
it; which, when you have diſccpen 
„ 8 moſt. endeavour to correct it, and. 
3 oſe Duties, or for ſake thoſe. Sins, th 
43 on the ſerious Thought of Death, given 
3 a jnſt Fear for the doing or not dai 
them. Repreſent to your ſelf the aw 
Solemnity of pour Dying-Bed, think] 
hear that Meſſage; Set thine Houſe in i 
for thou ſhalt die, and not live; obſerve he 
readily you receive that Summons, al 
what it is that makes you * * aft 
3 BE and: backward to ſubmit. LL SQA 
A 1 1. If the Loathſomeneſs of the Gn 
3 ſtrikes you with Horror, conſider that li 


Debaſement of your Body is but a fit Pupil T 
ment for its many. Defilements ; and hall. 
much me loathſome Sin muſt be, un Whi 


y brought forth Death, but all . 
other Beile which attend the Body, 4; © 


ting its Pilgrimage through Life to u 
Grave; Make the frightful Image of ade 
Body familiar, by, your Meditation, 
by a ready attending ſick and dying f 
ſons, where deſired ; conſider you 
daft 5 r Body in the Grave, as Jon nd 


TY 


o * : 
*. of FER * 7 


off your Cloaths at Night: And why more 


unwilling te part with one than the 0 
ther? Eſpecially when you remember the 
Body is left aß an old tatter:d Garmear, 

to be put on ag In all bright. and glorious. | 
Learn therefore. to reſign a Body, ſo full of 
lufir mities, freely to the Corruption of tlje 
Grave, in, Mortification of all its irregu. 


Stay on theſe 


Fon theſe and ſuch like Thoughts, 
till they produce in you a mean Eſteem of 
the Body, and a Contempt of all its Plea- 
ſures, Oraaments, and unneceſſary Indul- 
gencies; and let your, Affeckions to it riſe 
o higher than as the curious Caſe of a 
rational Soul, in which alone conſiſts the 
Image of Gd. e ET TI 
" The Body undefiled, is indeed a wonder- 
fil and moſt curious Part of the materi- 
al Creation, fitted for all the Operations 
bf the ſenſitive and rational Life; a Me- 
dium by which the Soul in this lower 
World exerts acts for the Glory of God, 
by being profitable to its ſelf and others. 
But when the Body. is defiled and in- 
laved by ſenſual Pleaſures, it renders the 
whole Man mean and contemptible, and 
Is a Cloud to the Underſtanding, a Clog 
to all the Faculties of the Soul, and makes 
Man below the Beaſts that periſh ; there- 
lore when you conſider how far your Eyes 
and Ears, your Tongue, and all your Senſes 
ad Members, have been the Inſtruments 
and Actors of Mice, Revenge, Envy, 
nd Malice, Pride, Luxury, and Vanity, 
"242M S injuri- 


[ 308 J. 
| injurious, to Truth and Charity, or aaf 


other like Sins, or Folligs, 2 . juſt- 
ly repille at the Debaſement of the Body 
by Death, or the ee and Defor- 
mity that, "attends he State of the Grave; 
eſpecially when, this 71 Puniſhment 
mal end in . Reſutrectiol of the fame 
Body unto a State of immutable Glory; 
for tho” it is ſown a natural, corruptible 
Body, in Diſhonour, it ſhall. be raiſed a ſpi- 
ritual, incorruptible Body, in Glory. 

2. If the Conſideration of the Exil of 
Sin its Puniſhment, and the Fear of God 
Wrath and judgment, makes Death un. 
welcome, I confeſs your Fears are juſt and 
prudent; but then it is not your living 
Jonger, but better, muſt rid you of tho 
Fears; for ſo long as you go on in thoſ 
Sins, Death: will grow more terrible; 
therefore reſolve from the preſent Mo- 
ment, to forſake that Sin- or Sins, that 
makes the Thoughts of Death a Terror, 
Thus the Thoughts of Death will be of 
great Uſe to diſcover your beloved Sins 
to your ſelf; for many live in many leſſer 
Vanities aud Omiſſions of Duty undiſturb- 
ed, which at Death, and conſequently at 
the ſerions Meditations of it, are felt to be 
of 2 more heinous Nature, than we are 
apt to think them, in the Days of our 
Health and Proſperity. 

Indeed many of the innocenter Pleaſures 
of Life, will at Death appear to be Folly, 
and their Exceſs, Sin; and the End o 
docks Remor ſe and Shame. 


3. [ 


1 £ $45 . is, 2 oo 
$ oy " « Wr 8 * ä ac 
N c one eds dE 
bs EN 22 · A 1] EE a 8G, 
* V * = 7 r 3 * 2 HEE 9 
8 * T4" n ö f 
" 1.5 A 


2.4: 09 TJ 


8 


3. If you woyld lire to perfect your 


tifcation, in Oppoſition to your former 
Sins, What can be more acceptable to 
God, than, in Submiſſion to his Will, not 
only to forſake all ſinful Pleaſures, but to 
'be willing, by Death, to part with the moſt 
lawful, innocent, and deſirable Satisfacti- 
ons. and Comforts of this Life? Nor is 


there a more certain ?roof that you are 


when you can think, of leaving their Plea- 
ſures without Regret, and can rejoice to 
be freed from their Temptations, A 
If therefore you do indeed hate Sin, and 
love God, Why are you unwilling, by 
Death, to be out of a Capacity of com- 
mitting Sin, or offending God? And ſince 
ne are not ſure of living one Day without 
committing ſome Sin, Why fo deſirous to 
multiply our Days? ny Bhs 
4. If you deſire a longer Life, to do any 
good Work or Works, ſet about them 
ſpeedily, begin the firſt Opportunity; for 
it you ſtill defer, tho' Death come not 
now, yet it will come before they are fi- 
niſhed ; but if you do honeſtly all that is 
now in your Power, and are by that ſe- 
cure of your Sincerity, you need not- be 
uneaſie, tho* you live not to compleat all 
jour good Deſigns : To be perfectly re- 


Death, is what you are called to, and is 


an any external Work can be; and 'tis 
0 often 


= 
4. 


Repentance, and to perform Acts of Mor- 


mortified to the World and to Senſe, than 


ign'd in the Time and Manner of your 


1 more acceptable Sacrifice of your Will, 


* 


_ 4 


Abilities that makes us. fancy our ſelves fo 


tutes, bar Mey Mn 1 0 


| love God and Truth, and the littte Glim 
will be full Day-light and Demonſtration 


to inftru& and incourage others in tht 
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often an over+fond. Opinion of our oy 


: 


uſeful tö the World z God. can raiſe up 
better Inſtruments in eur Place, for his 


But take care you abufe not this Ad. "We 
vice into +, lazy Indifferency and . Carelef: 
neſs to perform good Works while you 
have Life and Opportunity; fer now th 
your Duty to be zealous and diligent, 
elſe you, win be like, that Servant uhb 
laid up his Talent in 4 Napkin, and yaw 
do contract the Gyilt, of Sloth, inftead « 
practiſing the Virtue of Reſignation. . 
5. Would you live to increaſe ' You 
Knowledge, and to perfect any Diſcore 
ries in Nature, or other Parts of Leatts 
ing ? Alas! with reſpect to your ſelf, this 
is not worth defbring Life; for do butk- 
cure a pure and honeſt Heart, diſpoſed th 


merings of Knowledge you catch at here, 
in the other World. If you are defiron 
Practice of Virtue, be aſſured the Spirit ur 


Ged is ready to affift all that ask it, ant 
will lead into all neceffary Truth all fu 


as are. ſincerely obedient to, and willin icy 
to be taught by bim. ee 


As to other Inquiries into the leſs uſe 
ful Parts of Knowledge, they. are innoce! 
Amuſements, and uſeful to keep the Min 
from Sloth or unlawful Applications; ant 


ES A . 
perha ps a more eertain Knowledge of theſe, 
with-held in this State of Corruption, 
xcauſe the Labours of the Mind, as well 
b thoſe of the Body, are great Securities 
pzinſt Temptations, by imploying our 
ime innocently, and diverting pup Paſ- 
M "_ more violent and dangerous 
Obje 8 10 035 51110 0 0 37 Bas 
While Life allows, you may purſue ſuch 
tudies as are uſeful and innocent, but do 
with an honeſt Mind, void of Vain- 
glory, or the baſe and unworthy Deſign of 
liſguiſing Truth, to ſerve any worldly Ig- 
ereſt or Pleaſure ; and then you may cheer- 
ly leave what you have honeſtly begun, 
0 be cultivated by, thoſe who come after 
jou; for the Vanity of Fame for ſuch Ac- 
wirements, is not worth the Labours of 
bis Life, and leſs worth the detaining us 
rom the Felicities of the other.. 
6, If you are unwilling to leave your 
riends or Children, conſider it can pro- 
xd only from your Want of Faith in 
od's Providence, and too great a Confi- 
lence in your ſelf for how vain a thing 
$ it to think, by your Power or Art, to 
cure them from Sin or Misfortune, to 
ake them great or wiſe? God without 
ou can protect and guide them ; but you, 
ithout God, can do very little, nothing 
ſſectually; therefore commit them to 
09's Protection cheerfully, and with all 
aq Confidence in bx W ang be- 
re he loves them and their Good more 
an yon can; and, except. they. call off 
"= on" bis 
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0 72] 
his Government, by enn Impe 
tency, he will do what is beſt for then 
Do your Duty carefully while you lin 
and then; with Faith in God's Pater 
Goodneſs, reſi ign them cheerfully and wil 
be when you come to die, remembrir 
you are all bound for the ſame Conntr 
and hope to be Children of the ſame}, 
mily, and Heirs of the ſame Kingdom, 
J. Trouble not your ſelf about the m 
ner of your Death, nor diſturb: your | 
with ſuch Cogitations, whether it ſh 
be ſudden, painful, violent, or the like 
but pray that God may, and believe 
will ſend it to you in the beſt Time ar 
Manner, and give you a ſuitable Strengt! 
Faith, and Patience, to ſupport that Tri 
whatever it may be; deſire bis Glory 


bove all, and rejoice in the Fulfillingt | 7 
divine Will. Vo may go on to conſidt 
the many Miſeries of Life, the Shortie f 


and Uncertainty of its Pleaſures, the Fra 
ty of your Nature, how neither our H. 
nours, Riches, nor Pleaſures, follow 
beyond the Grave, but only the Uſe « 
the Abuſe of them. 

How little then do they Jolvive tol 
thought our Happineſs ? On the other ſid 
Sorrow, Sickneſs, Poverty, Contempt, ( 
Perſecution, cannot vex us beyond t 
Grave; Death will deliver us from thel 
Power: How great a Comfort then isth 
to the Afflided? And how eafie ſhould th 
Evils ſeem, whoſe Duration is fo ſho 


and which, if * can procure etet 
; * 


— 


* 


. „ _ 
gal Rewards? Yon may find many excellent 
Meditations,” on this Subject, in Dr. Sher- 
xs Book of Death and Judgment, and 
thers on the like Head; read them care- 
fully, and you will be convinced that 
Death ought not only to be ſubmitted to, 


ody, but, with Reſignation to God's Will, 
„. ren longed for, as a Deliveratice from a 


State of War, Captivity, and Labour, 4 nd 
5 an Entrance into a State of Fer 


by; a Harbour from the 4 — Sea ol 
ite, a Father's Houſe ; the Poſſeſſion of 
he purchaſed Inheritance by Chriſt, after 
State of Non-age, of Labour and Ser- 


* 


A of Refiguation, as to the Manner. 


of Faith, Love, &c. 


\ Eternal Lord, and Author of my 


it " Thee, who only haſt a Right to 
mm,, 

toll O Thou who art moſt wiſe, juſt, and 

r good, chuſe for me: I defire that thy 

Will, not mine, may be done in me, 

and by me, now and for ever. | 


that Manner, as may be moſt for thy 
C „ 

% O aſſiſt me with thy Grace, to ac- 
compliſh thy holy Will, in which con- 
liſts my greateſt Perfection. “ Thou 


4a Conſequence of the Mortality of your 


Time, and Abaſement of Death; alſo + 


« I deſire to die at that Time and in 


— —— 
. 
' 


| Reſignge 
; Being, I reſign my Soul and Body * 
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* Thou art my Creator and Soverei 
(e jt, is meet that 1 depend on Thee. 
„ Whenever Thou appoiateſt, I def 
« to embrace, with humble Submiſo 
< the Diſſolution of my Body by Den 
e and that 1 its ESR: Obſcuri 
<< 1 accept the Separation of my Soul an 
« Body, and all the Abaſements that fol 

3 | < Jaw that Separation, as its Deformity 
F. * Corruption, Rottenneſs, being Food fo 
| Worms, being leathed and forgotten 
8 « all; 1 accept theſe Abaſements, as ti 
e juſt Puniſhment of my Pride, my Lo 

 « to the Eaſe, Pleaſures, Beauty, and i 


„ Ornamentsof the Body. | . 
| Some Heads of Examination. 


43 More fo, and ref LIT AVE you, or do 30 
1 Particulars. i kind 2 AY LOVER. 
3 . 1. Do you indulge the Love of delicion 
3 Meats and Drinks, or ſpend mo \ 
Thought, Time, and Expence, to pri | 
cure them, than the Decency of jon 
Station requires? Conſider the Body, br 
much nouriſhed, ſhall in time, and pri 05 
2. Have yoy, or do you, by vain % bie 
tire, and needleſs Ornaments, lay Suart kits 
for the Unwary, or deſire to attract f * 
Eyes and Admiration of the Simple? =: 
238. Do you value your ſelf for the Rid K L 
. | neſs or Niceneſs of your Dreſs ? Or, D al 
84 you deſpiſe any who want, or will nc 
= &. fi b Ornament? 471 
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-:  : an. \ 
4 Do you waſte much Time. and Mor 


in  Cloathing your ſelf ſumptuouſly, 
e, than your Place and Pecency re- 


SS 

;. Conſider that the Body you ſo care- 

ly adorn, and all its Ornaments, fhall | 

u moulder into Duſt and loathſome 

CWC 

Remember, too, that Beauty does, pot : 
rt dal 


it for its laſt Ruine by Death, by 


deavours. of Art and Ornaments. to re- 
ir its Ruines: Wildom and Virtue are 
; only Ornaments that become every 
je, and are proper and graceſul for all 
dns and Ages; Secure theſe only dura- 
Beauties, and then willingly ſubmit to 

Decays of Age, and make them nor 
re remarkable by Vain. Endeavours to 


il OI 


8 » 83 


0 My God, ever good to me, yet 


how often have | forgotten Thee ? 
* 1 delire to be content to be forgotten 
by my Friends, and by all Men ; and 
for the Abuſe of my Senſes, and the 
Riches and Injoyments of the World, 
by Death to be deprived doth of the 
Uſe of my Segfes, and of all the Ob- 
und Ee of their Gratibcation. 

; cine} would not live over my palt Life - 
) hy then mould 1 defire ta lengthen 
it, when 1 know not if my future Days 
ball be better than my bpaſt? ; 


d Lord, 
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decays with Age 3 in vain will be al the 


16 


66 Lord; IP: confeſs my gel a Sina 

« Death is the Wages of Sin; Sin, f 
e imbitters the Sweets of Life, and bi 
ce forth and nouriſhes the Terrors of Deat 
O unnatural State! How can I rex 
„phat will ſet me out of the Reach 

cc ſo great an Evil as Sin? 

Lord, pardon all myy 

ns 5 Toy. Sins, ef eclally — Lo 
greateſt Sing. e myl eart with thy 
| e that aſſiſted by thy Graz 
% may hate all things that offend I 

46 and utterly forſake every evil Way, 
I will Kae endeavour to 

+ 0h] more. diligent in th 3 not Rn 

c. ing when my Lord will come to ti 


„ an Account of my Stewar 
Here renew your Re. 46 ſhip, eſpecially — whic 
Solutions of doing- thoſe © have too much negledel 


*' O-Lord, pardon my Sit 


Duties mats you find 


— % and aſliſt, my Reſoluti 


60. far Chriſt's Sak 
« O remember Mc. intonceiveable] 
gonies of thy beloved Son, which 
endured in the Garden, and on 
Croſs ! ; 
be Behold the Propitiation for the Si 
of the World! 
O make me a Partaker of the Me 
and Benefits of that Sacrifice. 
« How can I fear that that Goodne 
which gave a Saviour, will not wil 


Him, give all things needful for n 
„Salvation? 


es Ho 


ä 


U 
« How can I far, who find my Heart 
defrous to pleaſe God and live to his 
Glory? * 112 1 f we 

God will not caſt off for ever ſuch 
s come to him and depend on his 


Mercy. V 

« 0 my God, ſpeak Peace unto my 
Soul ; ſay, unto, me, be of good chear, 
thy Sins are forgiven thee, go in Peace; 
but remember that ſacred Warning, 
Take heed to ſin no more, leſt a worſe 
thing come unto Thee, eternal Death. 
„ But, Lord, it is not only Pardon of 
Sin 1 ask, but Strength to deſtroy it. 
O aſſiſt me with thy holy Spirit to 
purifie my Affections, and do Thou ſo 
lighten my Underſtanding, that my 
Will may in all things chuſe aright: 


7 


of divine Love in my Heart, that it 
nay conſume all that is earthly and ſen- 
al in me, and fortify me in my laſt 
ble Mfalſage, againſt all the Aſſaults of the 
.. | 
n O my God, I receive. Death as the 
uſt Puniſhment of Sin. 1 ſubmit wil- 
lngly to the Decrees of thy . Juſtice, 
and rejoice to be one Day freed from 
this Body of Sin and Death. 


* 


„ 


* | offer my ſelf a willing Sacrifice, de- 


Merits of that Chriſt, once offered on 
r the Croſs. 3 8 n pf 0 
Lord, I know that I am weak, and 
ny Heart deceitful ; but, aſliſted by thy 


«© Grace, 


And, O preſerve and increaſe the Fire 


lring it may be made acceptable hy the 


HY ooo: + Grace Tho eb an. willi dug e 00 
3 e for ry thy fake.” 
4 + reſerve in me a true Spiri 
WT Maree, and e if 1 1 

e hononred, as to be called to ſuffer 
; cc the Cauſe of Truth and Virtue, let 
- | . rejoice in it, and perſevere to 

; E> End, to the Glory of th 175 M 
= 1e from whom is the Po wer, ar 
peat be the (ac, 1 pies 

« But, O my Soul, te not 


* ſelf, of rhink thou. haſt a 8 irit of 
« « tyrdom, while thou cant Ab bear « | 
© becomes, + Chriſtian, Sickneſs, p; J 
Contempt, Loſs of. Friends, or 0 - 


© Eyils of Life; for if God calls Thes 
D hab theſe Frials, then to accept them y 
t willing Submiffion and Refignatiu 
* God's Wi ill, is the "Martyrdom of 
„Will; and if the Honour is leſs, 
Danger too is leſs of its being c 
* pted by Pride, Vanity, and 
* which ſometimes mixes with Su 
& of our own chuſing. 
 * O my God, though. 1 am not 
* to ſeal my Faith, by my dying for 
5 I may 'bear Witnefs to it by my L 
O give me Courage to own Chriſt 
&« cified, and never to be aſhamed to do 
* 15. Duty, or confeſs my Faith, how m 
A | &« 'Scorn ſoever l ſuffer for it. If | 
} < endure Reproach or Contempt for | 
„Name, How dare] pretend | would 
1 tor T ce 8 


$ £ + 
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that we. ſo umwillingly leave 2 1 have 
ever; found them more painf6l than 
pleaſant,” What are Riches and Ho- 
& nour, but Burdens to the Poſſefſors ? 

Except by uſing them well; they py 

{ ſecure to us our laſting” Ma ppine 8. 
Were L ſure I were now ing, Wh at 
joy or Comfort would any paſt world- 
ly or ſenſual pleaſure yield me? 
But any Good | bad ſincerely done, 
or any Evil I had patiently ſuffered for 


ty, Temperance, Purity, Humility, For- 


even in Death it ſelf 
0 Lord, aſſiſt me ſo 65 we, as my 
Conſcience may approve in the Hour 


according to Truth, wayeſt approve. 
„Enable me, O Lord, to defer no lon- 
ger any Opportunity of doing Good to 
the Soul or Body of of Neighbour, 
eaſt Death deprive. me ny Reward 
of my Charity. - 


Lord comes, fhall be found ſo doing. 
To die in the Labours of Charity, is as 


„tis to die in the Exerciſe of the ſub- 
limeſt Virtue, which ſhall he the Glory 
of Heaven it ſelf. 

O Lord, I am weak, ſubject to Er- 


the Promoting their own Doctrines more 
than 


« What: are theſe Charms or Life) 


well-doing, any Ads of Juſtice, Chari- 
giveneſs; ſuch Acts Won comfort me | 


| of Death, or rather, as Thou who judgeſt 


“% Happy ate thoſe, who as their | 


glorious as to be a Martyr: For Truth; 


ror, and live in a Time when Men ſeek Fai 


- FR 


lo. 


ks than thy Truth; 1 renounce all theſ 


5 e Diſputings of Men, void of Charity, v 
I deſire too die in the firm Belief N 
40 of thy Being, thy Attributes, and d. th 
6 © all thoſe Fruths revealed in thy Word . w 
_ 9£. where l err by Miſapprehenlion, torgi iT 
& for thy Son's Sake. 6 10 
„ deſire to die in nen ich Chrit Ml « 
« Church throughout the World, withal cn 
« who are his living Members, and un 1 
< have the Spirit of Chriſt, without uh j. 
there can be no Union with that Bodi 28 
: &. of which Chriſt is the Head. 40 
: 1 O let me not be cut off from th fut 


? Body, but ſo united to it by thy $i 
« rit, that when "Chriſt, who is the Head 
« ſhall appear; I may alſo . with hin 
40 in Glory. 1016 iin #3. 

No O my God, as I belicvs' that Tho 

© art, ſo allo that Thou art the Reward 
78 8 all, them that diligently ſer 
705 *: Thee. 26501 

am ſure. that all ahe Methode of th 

6 Ear pays are-ſuitable to the Perfect 

4 ons of thy. Nature, tho? my limitet 
<<: Capacity,can't- in every Particular di 
„ cover how: they are ſo. : 
II I renounce; all. Temptations to r 
8 N el or Vabelief, that the Enemy ma! 
* u . 

7 8 beg, 0 Divine Spirit 0 

. Truth, that Thou wilt inlighten me i 

my laſt Moments, and keep me fro 
& „ al Deluſion or Doubts; and if it pleal 
« Thee to honour me fv far, enable u, 


8 


Fr]. 
s {© to ſpeak 13 act, as may be a 0 
* thy Glory, and the Edification of me 
„Nei boot, Bot if 1 5 unworthy of rv 
„ theſe Con: ſolations, 1 ſubmit to thy +» *m 
Wil; but, O let. me die reconciled to _— 
„Thee in th Faith and Love, and 1 cans | <4 
not be miſerable. 4 


0 « Glory be to Ged, that 1 was born of 4. of 
we * Chriſtian Parents, dedicated to Thee In 2 ; 


| holy, Baptiſm, inſtructed in the Know- 
edge of the holy Scriptures, its Puties 
a$ wel as its Benefits. 
« Glory de to God for all his Long- 
ſaffering, his preventing and aſſiſting 
Grace, Offers of Pardon on Repentauce, 
leigt and for all the Means of Grace and 
Hope of Glory. And now, why ſhould 
| fear Death, who believe jn the met- 
Tho ciful Nature of God, my Creator, in 
aa the infinite Merits of Chriſt, my Re- 
W dcemer and Advocate? 
| © 1 confeſs I am a Sinner, and deſerve 
Poniſhment ; but the new Covenant 
feat proclaims Pardon to all who confeſs 
me and forſake Sin. SA 
di « 1 confeſs and hate my Sins; O enable | 
„ne to ſubdue them, and to perſevere 
> Elz in my Love to Thee, my God, to the 
u laſt Moment of my Life. Amen. EE J 


On the Days you uſe theſe Meditations, 
u may diſpoſe your Interceſſions to the 
me Deſign, praying that the. Heathen 
ay come to know theWay to Life and Im- 
ortahity, through the Goſpel ; that Chri- 
* ſtians 


ſtians may live as becomes the Promik 


hefits of the! 
formed, who teach no other Way to He 


may remember that they themſelves mi 
one Day be judged, and give an 4 


under Pain er Sickneſs, ſend Help U. 
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2 (322) 
ings, the Obligations and g 
New Covenant; that the R 


and Threatn 


ven, but Repentance, Faith, and a he 
Life, may live ſuitably to that Doctrine 
that Kings and Judges of the Worl 


count, for all the Talents they have 
ceived, to God, who has no Reſped 
Perſons, but giveth to every Man accor 
ing to his Works; that they muſt anſy 
for all their Abuſe of Power, their Uf 
pations over their Neighbours, their 
ranny over their People, their ill Exat 
ples. of Luxury, their Oppreſſions, all 
innocent Blood they have ſhed, and 
unjuſt Sentences they have pronounce 
that the Biſhops and Paſtors of the Chu 
may ſo feed the Flock, as remembringt 
Account they muſt give to the chief Shs 
herd, who laid down his Life for his She 
In like manner go on to pray, thatt 
Thoughts of Death and Judgment, Heat 
and Hell, may have a due Effect to awak 
every one to a holy Life, and a due E. 
cution of their Office and Calling; 
the Sinner may be awakened to Rept 
ance, the Converted carried on to Fe 
ction; that the Proſpect of Death may ſ 
port the Poor and A fflicted, and regu 
the Exceſſes of the Rich and Proſper 
that God would ſupply the Wants of 
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por their Souls and Bodies, comfort them 
with the Illumination and Gonſolations of 
is holy Spirit, the Miniſtry of his An- 
els, the Aſſiſtance of pious Guides, and 
hate ver is needful to diſpoſe them, by 
ve Faith and Repentance, for a ſafe and 
mfortable Death; and that thoſe poor 
uls who are deſtitute. of all outward 
dmforts, .may be more abundantly ſup- 
lied with the Graces of Faith and Pa- 
ence under all their Sufferings. , | 
Alſo you may pray that God, in Mercy 
Mankind, will give Health and long Life 
all pious and good Princes, juſt and faith- 
| Judges, Counſellors, and Magiſtrates, 
dus Biſhops and Paſtors, and all good 
en or Women, whoſe” Examples, La- 
burs, Prayers, or any good Work un- 
taken by them, may tend to God's 
Dry, and the Benefit of Mankind. 
Alſo pray for the Lives of all who are 
r #nd dear to you, any that are at that 
ne ſick or in Danger of Death; humbly 
ring that God would hear the Prayers 
Friends and Relations, Husbands and 
wes, Parents and Children, for each o- 
Wir, and ſpare their Lives ſo long as 
W! be for the Good of them and theirs ; 
elſe receive them into the Boſom of 
| Mercy, and comfort thoſe who are left 
vind with a Spirit of true Reſignation . 
| Submiſſion, not ſorrowing as thoſe 
tout Hope; and ſupply them with pro- 
races and Capacities ſuitable to their 
Fals and Stations: Pray for any who 
LE 2 are 


Chu 
ing 
80 
dhe 


that 
Hea 


— 


Space of Repentance, and not be calle 


[324 ] 
are in a State of. Sin, that they may hy 


out of this World, till fitted for a better 


deſiring that your ſelf, and all you p <« 
for, may fo remember Death as to m „ 
haſte to live, that you may ſo lire bebt al 
you die, as not to die eternally. 0 
f ©: al 

Acts of Forgiven: fs and Reconcilatn b 

Lord, for thy Gake, I. heartilyf 

ec give all wi have done me Wo 
40 and beg for them Pardon and Met ex 


as for my ſelf. I am willing alſo 

66 « beg Pardon of any I have at any tit 
<< injured, and make a firm Purpoſe toi 
it, if proper, whenever a fit Opportu 
885 ty offers, and ſo ſoon as I can, to n 

« what Reſtitution 1 am able for any 

« jury I have done to the Reputation, 

<< tereſt, or Goods of my Neighbour: 


1n theſe Particulars, if you are und 
any Difficulty, adviſe with ſome pious 
diſcrect Friend or Miniſter, Alſo {et 
part ſome Charity, for the Relief of! 
and infirm Perſons, with theſe, or ſo 
like Ejaculations. 


36 Lerd ſupply the Wants of 
6 Poor and Needy; make T 
< their Bed in their Sickneſs ; 3 b 
<« the Phyſician of their Souls and Bod 

„O ſupply, with thy divine Conl 


tions, the Want of outward Help 
Sa eit 
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1 
either; tho' they lie neglected at the 
* Doors of the Rich, grant they may find 
i Reſt in the Bo ſom of thy Mercy. Ac- 
cept, O Lord, this ſmall Oblation of 
what Thou haſt intruſted me withal, 
and direct me how to "diſpoſe it moſt 
for the Comfort of my poor Brother; 
aud let the Senſe of thy Mercy and 
Bounty ever maintain in me a thank- 
ful Heart. . 


yi e 2Þv 

— Texts of Scripture relating to the fore- 

110 going Meditations. 

4. Have ſaid to Corruption, thou art my Fa- Job 15. 
ortu | ther, and to the Worm thou art my Mo- 14. 
or and my Siſter. VVV | 
ny Wl For I know Thou wilt bring me to Death, — 30. 23. 
on, Nd to the Houſe appointed for all living. 7 
ur. Man that is born of a Woman, is of few 14. x. 
* Was and full of Trouble. . 


e un He cometh forth as a Flower, and is Cut : 
ous Wm» He flecth as a Shadow, and continueth * © 
0 {et of, | 

" of MW is appointed unto Men once to die, but Heb. 9: 
or ſofter this the Judgment. | 27. 
0 that Men were wiſe, that they under- Deut. 29. 
od this 3 that they would conſider their Lat- 

. end. | | 

So teach us to number our Days, that we Pal go. 
e TE” apply our Hearts to Wiſdom. 12. 
Bod Lord, make me to know my End, and the--39, 4. 
ConſWFca/ure of my Days, what it is, thas I may 

w how frail I am. | 1 55 


Y 3 Marl 


Pf. 37.37. 


ob 27. 
Job 


Luke 12. 
20, 


Ver. 21. 


ſelf, but is not rich towards God. 


21.34: 


45 and t hat Day overtake you as a Thief. 
Mat. 16. 


1 


1 Cor. 15. 
55. 


Ver. 56. 
Ver. 57. 


Ver. 58. 


Pal. 56. 
3. 


. 
Mark the perfelt Man, and behold (| 


Upright, for the End of that Man is Prat 
But what is the Hope of the Hypocrite, i 
he have gained, when God taketh away h 
Soul? | n a 

But God ſaid ' unto him, Thou Fool, fl 
Night ſhall. thy Soul be required of thit 
Then whoſe ſhall theſe things be which i ad 
haſjt provided ? 3 $4. ENT 

So is he that layeth up Treaſurt for hi 


Take heed to your ſelves, leaſt at am tin 
our Hearts be overcharged with Surfeit 
and Drunkenneſs, and the Cares of this Lif 


For what is a Man profited, tho he ſha 
gain the whole World, and loſe his own Sul 
Or what (hall a Man give in Exchange den 
has Soul *' en . 

O Death! Where is thy Sting? O Grave "to 
Where is thy 4 ib ory 7 | 5 

The Sting of Death is Sin. | Whi 

But Thanks be to God that giveth us ers 
Vttory, through our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 7 

Therefore be ye ſtedfaſt, anmoveable, ¶ var 
ways abornding in the Work of the Lord, {WM «: / 
as much as ye know that your Labour is 1 / 
in vain in the Lord. aa 
hat Time I am afraid, I will truſt 
Thee. 


Lam:3.26 It is good that a Man ſhould both 50% in 
and quietly wait for the Salvation of i ver 
Lord. "59 Ida 
Heb. 6. 12. Be ye Followers of them, who through Fa Mi 
and Patience inherit the Promiſes. the 


Bieſt 
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Con] | 


1d off Bleſſed are the Dead that die in the Lord - Rev. 14. 2 
that they may reſt from their Labours, and 3: * 


ther Works do follow them. 
that keep the Commandments of God Ver. 12. 

nd the Faith of Feſus. © 347 

Theſe are they which are come out of great 7: 14. 

ribulation, and have waſhed their Robes, and a 

made them white in the Blood of the Lamb. F 

Therefore ave they before the Throne of Ver. 15. | 'vF 
bod, and ſerve him Day and Night in his  — 
Temple and he that. ſitteth on the Throne 

all dwell among them. 5 
For the Lamb which is in the midſt of the Ver. 17. 
Throne, ſhall feed them, and lead them into 
Fountains of living Waters; and God ſuall 
me away all Tears from their Eyes. 

Bleſſed are they that do | his Command 22. 14, 
ments, that they may bave Right to the Tree 
F Life, and may enter in through the Gates 
into the City. | 3 | 

For without are Dogs, and Sorcerers, and Ver. 15. 
Whoremongers, and Murderers, and. Idola- 
ters, and whoſoever loveth and maketh a Lie. 

And behold, I come quickly, and my Re- Ver. 12. 
vard is with me, to give every one according 
44 on nt 

He that overcometh ſhall inherit all things, . 21. 7. 
and I will be his God, and he fhall be my Son. 


If you have any worldly Goods or Eſtate 
in your Power to diſpoſe of, be ſure ne- 
ver to be without a Will made in the 
Days of your Health and Freedom of 
Mind; and often reflect if it's made by 
the Rules of Chriſtianity : Firſt , 7 f you 
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: E328] 
conſider Juſtice to all the World, f 
that is due to all Men, even your greate 
Ene mies: Next, If your Deſignation ( 
what yon have, are according to the Me 
rits or Neceſlities of thoſe Friends and Re 

lations you love; and that neither pri 
in heaping much where there was hefe 
Abundance, unreaſonable Fondneſs wit! 
out Merit, or any as unreaſonable Diſgul 
where the Pretenſions are equal, do nc 
influence you in diſpoſing your Goods ar 
Eſtate : But Jet ſober Reaſon and tn 

Chriſtian Charity, be your only Rule. 
may be ſafe to communicate your Inter 
tions to ſome wiſe, and honeſt Friend; h 
chuſe one who is not concerned by Inte 
eſt, to be partial in the Advice; an 
take Care the Law- part is done by a wi 
and honeſt. Man, that Quarrels and La 
- Suits may, if poſſible, be prevented. 


« 
8 r „ * Wy” — 
1 iy n 
| 
* — 5 5 n 


LA! 


bn 


dome Reflections on the 7. emper of your 


Mind, Regularity of your Paſſions and 


Affections, by way of. Meditation and 
Examination. „ 


1. Js the Temper of your Mind ſuch as 
I becomes one who is indeed dedica- 
ted to God ? How are your Thoughts u- 
fually imployed? What is the Current 
they moſt naturally take? Are ſpiritual 


Meditations moſt acceptable? Does the 


Reading or Hearing of ſome extraordinary 
Acts of Piety, or heroick Virtue, give you 
a pleaſing Joy ? For the beſt uſe of Thought 
js to repreſent the lovely Idea's of Virtue, 
till you are ſo charmed with its Beauty, 
as to reſolve to obey its Dictates. 

2. Do you find your Heart cleaves ta, 
and eſteems them moſt who excel in Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Piety ? that ſuch Converſation re- 
rives your Spirit? That you chuſe it, tho? 
the Perſons are abſcure and contemned, ra- 


ther than that of the Great, the Gay, and 
Witty of the World, if without Virtue? - 


Do the Vices of others grieve you ? Do 
you find an inward Abhorrence of what 


is ſinful, ungenerons, ſelfiſh, or unſin- 


cere ? 9 

3. Obſerve alſo if your Mind is inward- 
ly calm, and in a fit Diſpoſition to ow 
0 RRR | <a 


. 


\} 


ao 
ſon clearly, and hear the ſtill Voice » 
the Spirit of Truth. * 
Conſider alſo what your Studies are; j 
uſeful, at leaſt innocent, to promote con 
mendable Knowledge or Virtue; and ob 
ferve what Books pleaſe you moſt, an 
you reliſh beſt ; for all theſe are great li 
dications of the habitual State of 50 
Heart and Affe Tions. N : 
4. Particularly obſerve your Conver 
ſation ; If you truly endeavour, as far : 
is conſiſtent with your Station, Age, an 
Capacity, to make it as uſeful as you car 
that it be not to gratifie il Nature, le 
vity, or Vanity, but friendly, or to kee] 
up an innocent Cheerfulneſs; for nothin! 
more indiſpoſes the Mind to clear Views 0 
Truth, and right Apprehenfions of t 
Nature of moral Perfections, than thi 
empty Levity of ſome Peoples Converſi 
tion, where a falſe Show of Wit oſtet 
corrupts the Underſtanding with bac 
Principles, as well as delndes the Affedi 
ons with its deceitful Pleaſures. 
Ungoverned Appetite and Paſſion is th 
Parent of Darkneſs and Error, it nati 
rally deceiving and cloud ing the Under 
ſtanding, indiſpoſing the Mind, by Prejt 
dice, for finding Truth or chuſing Virtue 


« FJ My God, I can never reflect 0 
wy the excelling Uſefulneſs of Virtu 
« to my preſent as well as future Hap 
e yineſs, but Tlove and am charmed wit 
ce its Brightneſs and Beauty. I can { 
FI < gothing 


„„ 
« nothing in what is called Pleaſure, 

« Greatneſs, or Riches, worthy to be 

compared to it: For its fake, I deſire 

« to contemn all theſe, yea, Life it ſelf. 

“ But alas! How little Honour do Ido 
to Religion or Virtue, by my Life? How 

« often does Sloth or Fear to offend, or 
Care to pleaſe, a vain World and its 

« erroneous Cuſtoms, betray me into Fol- 
& ly ? I know and apptove my Maſter's 

„Will, the Chriſtian Diſcipline, but 1 do 
« it not. O great Creator, who made me 

© after. thy own Image, renew that l- 
mage (defac'd by Sin) in Righteouſneſs 
« and true Holineſs. To Thee 1 dedi- 
« cate my Mind with all its Faculties and 
“Operations, humbly imploring it may 
„ be in all things informed and ruled by 
Thee: That ſo my Underſtanding may 
„ rightly comprehend what is revealed 
for me to know, my Memory retain, 
my Will conſent, my Affections imbrace 
I TE 1s my Duty to believe or to 
te 0. 

« O diſpel thoſe Clouds and Darkneſs 
© that ariſe from my corrupt Nature, that 


Preuß © in my Soul. | 4 
- « © that I may never, by entertaining 


„Spirit, or reſiſt thy divine Direction. 
„O Divine Truth and Virtue, How 
lovely are ye ? To be preferred, tho' ac- 
companied with Poverty, Contempt, 
Sickneſs, or whatever other innocent 
| | “ Suffe- 
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* the Light of Truth may ſhine evident 


* ang ſinful Paſſion or Affection, grieve thy 


—— 


b 33> 1 | 

« Suffering Lam capable of, before Ben 7 
te ty, Wit, Riches, Honour, Health, Fame, 1 
<« yea, the whole World, with-a dete of it 
“ Conſcience... 5 
„ may erer * at Peace with the 

ce Thee, my Lord, and with my ſelf; and ] 
, then l cannot be miſerable. I 

« ask neither Proſperity nor Alta Wo 
e ſity, but Strength to do thy Wil, 
in whatever State thy Providence thinks 
meet to place me. 

« Q make: me perfect, even : as my F 
{© ther, which is in Heaven is perfect. 

“ O that my Thoughts, my Studies, and 
* Converſation, may be to encourage my 
<« ſelf and others, to purſue the ſtraight 
< Paths of Truth and. Virtue. 

„O Lord, I beg, as for my ſelf, fo for 
« all rational Beings, Grace and Mercy, 
<« and all thoſe divine and moral Virtues 
<« that are ſuitable. to their Places and 
<« Callings, Neceſſities and Temptations, 
< that they may ſo ſee the Evil and De. : 
6e formity of Sin, as to hate and abhor it; 

« and the Beauty and Profit of Holineſs, Ml ; 
« as to love and practiſe it; particularly WI , 
<« that the Lives of all true Profeſſors may 
ee he as Lights ſet on a Hill, that may in- 
lighten all the dark Corners at the 
“Earth; that thy Kingdom may come 
« with Power, and reform whatever is a. 
« miſs in the Belief or Lives of Chxiſtians. 


So go on to pray for ſuch Graces and 
Virtues that the Circumſtances of any you 
would pray for * I hat 
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I hate vain Thoughts, but thy Law do I love. Pfal. 119. 
Keep thy Heart with all Diligence, for out p # e 
of it are the Iſſuerof Life. e. 4.23. 


And they that are Chriſt's have crucified Gal. 5. a4. 
the Fleſh, with the Affections and Luſts. - 
Be not conformed to this World, Rom. 12. 
And have no Fellowſhip with the infruitful | 3 
Works of Darkneſs, but rather reprove them. ph. 5. 
+ They think it ſtrange that you run not with 4; Pet. 4. 
them to the ſume Exceſs of Riot, ſpeaking 4. 
Evil of you TY LL LIES $4, 
' Hearken unto me ye that know Right eonſ- Iſa. 51.7. 
xeſs, the People in whoſe Heart is my" Law, 
frar ye not the Reproach of Men, neither be 
je nfraid of their Revilings. | 
Be not deceived, evil Communications cor- 1 Cor. 
rupt ood Manners. ; 0 4 3 173. 
ny Righteous is more excellent than his * 
Neighbour : But the Way of the Wicked ſe- 
duceth them. 1 ee N 
Aale no Friendſhip with an angry Man. 22. 24. 
Leaſt thou learn his Ways, and get a Snare Ver. 25. 
ro thy Soul. | 54 | ; 
He that hath no Rule over his own Spirit, 25. 28. 
is like a City that is broken down, and with- 
out Walls. FULL 32 SE 
Only by Pride cometh Contentionn. 03:10. 
A good Man ont of the good Treaſure of $4 = 
bis Heart bringeth forth good Things; 
For from the Abundance of the Heart the Ver. 34. 
Month ſpeaketh. | * 


Bleſſed are the pure in Heart, for they ſhall Mat. 5. 8. 
ſee God. 1 +1 "© 
I have as great Delight in thy Command- Pſal. 179. 
ments, as one that findeth great Spoils. 
| J hate 


162 


* 


1 334 7 
| I hate all evil Ways, but thy apr 
Pia ug. Thy Word have I bid in my Heart, 1 
| I — not ſin againſt + Thee. 
Ver. 18. Open Thou mine Eyes, that I may. deb 
wondrous things out of thy Law. 
Ver. 49. I will ſpeak of thy Teſtimonies alſo befm 
Kings, and will not be aſhamed. _ 
John 7. 7- If any Man will do his Wil, he bl b 
the Doctrine, whether it be of God, or whe 
ttzher I ſpeat of my ſelf: 588 
Ver. 18. Hie that ſpeaketh of if himſelf. ſecketh hy 
own Glory; but he that ſeeketh his Glory the 
has ſent him, the ſame is true, and no Ui 
rigbreouſneſs i in him. 


1 
i Tim. 6. Hany Man conſent not to whole ſari Works 1 
3. even the Words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the FE, 
i according to Godlineſs. ets 
Vac . . is proud, knowing not hin 77 bur Au 11 
| | ut Queſtions, and Strifes of Words, 1 0 2 
of comerh Envy, 2 A evil Su-. 
miſings, 4 
ver. 5. Perverſe Diſputings of Men of wh. "= 
Minds, and deſtitute of the Tous ſuppo KE 

that Gain is Godlineſs; from: f uch wit « 

thy ſelf. 0 


Here is an excellent Rule, both for the . 

Government of your own Mind, and Choice 

of Couverſation; that you ſuffer not your 
Spirit to be agitated in uſeleſs Conten- , 
tions, about Things of little or no Mo- 0 
ment, which often begin in Pride, and 
end in Infidelity: From ſuch Perſons 
whoſe Minds are corrupt, and ſo indif- ; 

poſed to receive the Truth, and conſent 
not to be tried by the Word of God, we | 


are 


ind it is ſafeſt ſo. to do, except your Cal- 


u mering Reaſon with Divine Light, that 
& from the Contemplations of thy Works 


2 * bf 'S 


. 


ing or Relation make it your Duty to con- 
erſe with them, and labour their Convi- 
My God, let not the falſe Appea- 
rances of Wit delude or dazzle 

' my weak Mind; but ſo aſſiſt my glim- 


and Word, I may ſee and abhor the 
Folly of thoſe, who deny thy Being, 
« or thy Government; and ſo purife 
a my Heart by Obedience, that I may 
from the Experience of the Excellency 
* of thy Laws, fay, they are of God, 
© and that it is a good thing to ſerve the 
Lord: As for thoſe perverſe Diſputings 
% about Words that do not profit, for 
© Things not fully revealed, and are a- 
4 bove humane Underſtanding, or little 
« available to Virtue or Godlineſs ; for 
© theſe Uncertainties, let me never tranſ- 
« oreſs that plain, that lovely Grace of 
Charity, the Bond of all Perfection, and 
ſafeſt Paſport to the new Jeruſalem. 


And though I underſtand all Myſteries, and 1 Cor. 13. 
al Knowledge ;, and though I have all Faith, * 
ſo that I could remove Mountains, and have 
10 Charity, I am nothing. ns 

Faith, Hope, and Charity, theſe Three; Ver. 19, 
but the greateſt of theſe 1s Charity. : 

The Meek will he guide in Judgment : 
Meek will he teach his Way. s 


— 0 
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. 
c O that I may ſtill endeavour to lotus 
: e my Mind humble, and empty of ws © 
_ : „will, and, all Paſſions, that ſo with 
= - * Child-like Simplicity, without Parthlj 
« ty or Prejudice, I may be ready to & 
<« tertain the pure and ſimple Truths 
6 divine Revelation: O Thou who lipht 
< neſt every one that cometh into th 
% World, let not my Mind be puffed wins, 
by Vanity and Self-conceir, nor my N 
* fections byaſſed and ſoured by world 
E | « Wiſdom, and the Teaching of Men e 
E x like Paſſions: Let not Hope or Fear, li pre 
2 <« tereſt or blind Obedience, hinder my ret | 
% ceiving and obeying thy Truth in Men 
< Love thereof, nor permit me to fi te 
into that Pride and Obſtinacy of at 
E * hering to, and defending Error, becauſ 
RY J was once engaged in it, 
„Neither, O heavenly Father, permi 
< the various Opinions and ContentiongÞov 
of Men, to be to me Labyrinths of Ertor 
or Temptations to Infidelity, Doubts, a0 
Confuſion; but make them to my ſel 
« Motives of Humility, as being my ſel 
<« weak and fallible ; and to my Neigh 
« hour, of Meekneſs and Charity; fo 
c Pride was not made for Man, nor fi 
rious Anger for the Sons of Men. Amen 


Th 
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1. Let the foregoing Conſiderations 0l 
the Shortneſs of humane Underſtanding 
move you to. pray more earneſtly to Go 

for a greater Pouring forth of the hol 
Spirit, eſpecially the Spirit of Love and 
Fe. mutus 


ebene 0 8 3 „Wenk he: E 
© of home Nen inthe-Diſcovery f e 
neceſſary Fruthe, and the faichful obey- 4 ® 
; and confeſſing what is known. —_— 
2. Let the Seuſe- of the Shottneſs of ä 
ur Knowledge, mode _ Body, keep Y 


u humble 222 to be 
oerious and Fol 5 rown Aſſer- 


* un 85 but rake yo u ang 4. State when 

10 Vin x kno Ys \ you are” known , OT 2 
„ie RE 
en offi 3. Let the 3 of e rest _ 
r, preſſion Sin makes on the Faculties of 1 
II. it Mind, 3 in the Purſuit of Truth and ; 1 


ence be an additional Motive for your 
ted of what is not only oppoſite to 
Hopes of a Chriſtian, but alſo to what 
the Glory of a Man, een Bri htneſs of. © 
Reaſon , and the Farulties of his Mind. 
erm Lefty, Reſolve neither to uſe or deſire 
tion edge to ſatisſie Curioſity, to gratific 
tor in-glory, Pride, or a Spirit of Conten- 4 
al n;, but for the G Iry © of God, the Per- = 
' ſelf{tion of your Being, and the Beni of fs 3 
y ſelir fellow Creatures. een 8 43 
ci 
; fo 
xr fi 


Amen 


Wiſe pro prophane and Old. wier Fables, and 1 Tim 4. 
e thy Far rather unto Gadlintfs.” 7. _— 
Unlearned O5 Oneſtiont 1 Kew that '2 Tim. 2. 4 
do gender Styifes.. © 23. | I 
This 3s 4 faithful Sa ing 2 e theſe Things 1 Titus. 3. 
ns of that thon 7 :ffantly, That they which 8. = 
ding believed in "might be” Fo oth fo e | 4 
God, good Winks 4 . This | 4 
hol! ry le te Men... F 
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who have nothing to pay Jeu; but tt 
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e — Men at Liberty; Which k 
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nw Friends to pre 
and the pubiick Goòd, aud to the 80 
of your poor Neighbour; if op 
4 and to encourage hor af nt 
carrying on any goed Work? 
Or do you not rather, or more ul. 
lingly, imploy you Intereſt; in the par 
© I Procuring the Advancement of you 
= | Fall, or Friends» r ef Amb rin, Con 
1 liance with? , 1 
3 — „or Pride? pit Uk e185 10 
£3; if vom ſollleit for 4 Friend, le 
he is fit for what. you pretend to For-bim 
= If for your ſelf, endeavenr: to deſerr 
_—-- What you"defire, and then uſe 2 model 
3 Applicatiof in it: This, if the Event'1 
ſubmitted to Providence, may be allow 
_ — all Methods of: _— i 
ry, Bribery;or the D ng or Leſſeniny 
W Merits of other Pretenders,- or whit 

ever Art is inconſiſtent with Chriſt 
Vertue, on which you dare not beg God 
Bleſſing, is not by any Menn to be mai 
uſe of z nor can think any Thing! 
aequired Gods Gift, or that he will ble 
you in the Enjoyment of iE de 
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dor ſelves, and an exact juſtice to our 
Neighbour, we could not oppoſe the Pre- 


charging what was pretended: ta than we 


more - to he admired than expected, ſo 
long as Self-love and Self-opinion reigns 
A in the Breaſts of moſt 
Bo oi Die 2 e 1 
Laſtiy, As you are to examine if yon 
give Alms ſuitable to your Fortune, ſo 
alſo if yon diſpenſe: them prudently, and 
not, out of Vanity, or to gratiſie an eaſie 
good Nature, apt to be moved z but ſo 
as you judge may do the; moſt good, 
and relieve the greateſt Neceſſities, -with- 
out-any Regard to Vain-glory or Praiſe. 
Conſider how. well you manage your E- 
tate; for a careleſs Prodigal can never be 
jſt, much leſs charitable. Examine your 
Expences carefully, and what may: be de- 
cently retrench'd to help the Poor after a 


requires. Are you truly hoſpitable? that 


what you have provided, eſpecially to the 
ftranger. and poorer Sort, providing a 
plain Plenty, clean and wholſome, ac- 
cording to your Ability? Both Cove- 
tonſneſs and Prodigality are void of good 
Works; the one will not, the other can» 
not perform them.; but you muſt not call 
Frugality - Coyetouſneſs 3, the one ſaves 
ren ERS from 


Indeed, had we a true Impartiality to 
tenſions of ſuch, as we were conſcious to 
our: ſelves; were more capable of diſ- 
be: But this is a Degree af Virtne 
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nodeſt Computation of what your Station 
s& Do you cheerfully give a Share of 
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Welfare of the People they y govern 5 "i 
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 nours with Wiſdom and Courage, with 
Vigor of Mind and Health of Body; and 
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ok G Great moſt „. 
. oil J Eternal Lord God,” hou art fig. 
4 teous in all thy, Ways, and Holy in 


= » all thy Works, finite in Mercy-and 
23 | | 4 Goodneſs''to all that call upon Theeir 
= < two” or three Are gathere together it 
=_ «thy: Name, Thou wilt beit che mil 
—_. of them; Look down We beſeech Thee, 
ue ue hy-unworthy Servaies, u 
= are here before Theez® to preſent un- 
— *'to thy divine Majeſty, ehe Morning 
<«- Sacrifice 'of four unfeigned Praiſes, 4c 
Y < knowledging”'that in Thee” we live, 
= Land move, Sud have euf Fring; thi 
1 Thou aft © continually! pouring our 
EM «© thy Benefits upon us; and th from 
Se many great and exceeding Mercies. We 
©: -defire, O Lord, in an humble Senſe of 
thy great Goodneſs, to bleſs and praitc 
1 thy holy Name, for thy manifoll 
—_ Favours conferr'd upon us; and more 
= <« particularly, O Lord, we adore thy 
3 N 3 * glorious Majeſty for preſerving us this 
_— for raiſing us up in Health und Safety; 
1 FG # and giving us once more bi on” 
—_—,. - tunity 0 calling upon ame. 
np « Give us Grace, O 1 — humbly 
e beſeech Thee, to make « right Uk 
* and Improvement of this, and all LY 
| | or 
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E 
© other Mercies; and though we haye 
e hitherto abus'd the Riches of thy 
« Goodneſs, by living unprofitably under 
i the kind and endearing Methods of 
thy Love, yet grant, G merciful Fas 
ther, that we may from henceforward 
live as becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
by denying all Ungodlineſs and world - 
ly Laſts, and living righteouſly, ſobers 
k 1y, and godly, in this preſent World, 
% And becauſe we are not able of dur 
ſelves to do any Thing that is good, 


1 vouchſafe us, we beſcech Thee, the 

Aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spirit, where= 

we may be enabled to withſtand all 

the Enemies and Hindrances of our 

AT Salvation, and to bring into Subjection 
K thoſe rebellious Corruptions that are 
r continually watring againſt our Souls, 
and which have too often prevail'd a⸗ 
rn ET E | 

Wl © Put away from us, O Lord, whats 

of MW ever is hateful in thy Sight; and give 
eus thoſe Things that are profitable for 

our Salvation. Enlighten our Minds, 

re that we may know Thee; ſanctifle out 

yAffections, that we may love Thee; and 


put thy Fear into out inward Parts, 
6; that we may dread to offend Thee: 
ty; Convince us throughly, O Lord, of 
r- the pot Evil of Sin, that being gs 
be. fraid of nothing fo much as thy Dif- 
bly El Pleaſure, we may endeavour in all rs 
Tſe I © obey thy bleſſed Will, and to walk 
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« before Thee in Holineſs and Righteouf. N. 
«© neſs all the Days of our Lives. 4 
Mean our Affections, O Lord, from . a 


< the, Things of this World; and what- 


< ever, our State and Condition may be | 
<& here, give us Grace therewith'to be. 
content. In all our Paſſage through thi / 
15 Life, and our manifold: Concerns abou f 
«it, grant that in doing our Duty, W p 
„ may make Thee our only Stay and t; 
Confidence, our Hope and our Truſt t. 
«* caſting; all our Care upon Thee, b 
entirely reſigning our ſelves to thy good,. © 
© Pleaſure in all Things; that being ut! 
Kxious for nothing, but the Salvation oi. o 
our Souls, and providing for that Time t+ 
“ when, all earthly Comforts ſball yah ys 


« away, we may. live in thy Fear, and 
die in thy Fayour, and be made Par 
A takers of everlaſting Happineſs, thro 
the Merits and Mediation of Jeſu 
« Chriſt our bleſſed Lord and only & 
_ « KIOUF.. lane. 


* And. now, O Lord, we are entrinl 
“ upon the Buſineſs of that Day, to whid 
«thy Providence has brought us, W 
< humbly beg leave to commend cn 
& ſelves. and all our Affairs to thy Blel 
« ſing and Protection: Enable us, \ 
„Lord, to diſcharge the Duties of a 
„ ſeveral. Stations, and in all Things! 
& keep a, Conſcience: void of Offence if 


c wards. Thee and towards Man. L 
| | 8 


* 
5 


[ 351 ] 
« not the World ſo far engage our 
« Thoughts, as to make us forget the 
great Work we have to do; but in 
« all our Affairs in this Life, in all our 
« Buſineſles: and Employments, let us 
« often remember Thee, and that great 
« Account we muſt one Day give, that 
« being duly mindful of thy continual 
« Preſence with us, we may never dare 
„to do any Thing that is diſpleaſing in 
© thy Sight. Guard our Souls, we hum- 
© bly entreat Thee, againſt the Aſſaults 
4 of our ſpiritual Enemies, and defend 
them from the Power and Dominion 
„of Sin, and eſpecially from thoſe Sins 
that do moſt. eaſily beſet aud fare 
us; and becauſe un 2x but weak and 
feeble Creatures, and are every Mo- 
ment expos'd to a World of Dangers, 
(we beſeech Thee likewiſe to take 
Care of our Bodies, and to be with us in 
* our Going out, and Comlog an, that, no 
' Caſualty or ſad Accident (if Thou ſeeſt 
dit fitting) may come near to butt us. 
Give us ſuch a Meaſure of Health, and 
* other temporal Bleſſings, as Thou ſeeſt 
' beſt and moſt expedient for us; but 
above all Things, give us thy Grace 
and Favour, that gur Lives may be 
 Yoly and comfortable here, and our 
eternal State happy and glorious. with 
' Thoe hereafter, through ths Merits, and 
for the Sake of thy dear. Son Jeſus 
r 
ur Father, &c* F 
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1 
As Evening Prayer for a Family. 
ce Moſt Glorious and ever Bleſſed 


( 
« \ J Lord God, who inhabiteſt Eter. 
« nity, and dwellgſt in that Light which , 
t no mortal Eye can approach unto; 
« we thy ſinful and unworthy Creature, Ml , 
« do with great Humility of Soul and 
« Body fall low on our Knees before 
«© Thee, acknowledging that we are nM , 
« worthy to appear in thy Preſence . 
% nor ſo much as to lift up our Eyes 
« to that Place of Purity where Thon 
ce dwelleſt for evermore. O Lord, though 
« wwe are thus. unworthy to ſpeak unte 
ec Thee, yet ſo infinite and condeſcend 
* ing is thy Goodneſs towards us, 2 
ce to encourage our Addreſſes to Thee 


« by many gracious Promiſes of Favout N 
% and Acceptance. With humble Col . 
<« fidence then, O Lord, we preſume i .. 
approach the Throne of thy Gra . 
4 humbly beſeeching Thee, in the Nan 
« and for the Sake of thy beloved 80ʃ 

& to be merciful unto us in the fff . 
Pardon and Forgiveneſs of all our Su . 
« 'We acknowledge, O Lord, tht 
ce have acted fooliſhly and wickedly, H . 
4 doing thoſe Things which Thou ha . 
<« forbidden, and by neglecting to . 


« thoſe Things which Thou haſt con! . 
4 manded : We have many Ways offen . 


b [4 
ed Thee, O God, and it is of u , 


WW 
& great Mercy that we are not conſumed; 
“ O let that Mercy of Thine, which has 
&« ſpared us fo Jong, at laſt lead us to Re- 
« pentance, that we may forſake our evil 
„Ways, and turn unto Thee the Lord 
* our God, before that dreadful | Day 
“ comes upon us, when all Opportunity 
« of reconciling our ſelyes to our offend- 
ed God, fhall be far from us: Give us 
* Grace, O Lord, ſeriouſly to conſider the 
e great Work we have to do, and the 
* Uncertainty of that Time which Thou 
„ haſt given us to perform it in, that we 
* may not be ſo fooliſh as to conſume our 
* Days in Vanity and Folly, in ſatisfy- 
ing our corrupt Inclinations, indulging 
* our vicious Appetites : but graut that 
« we may walk before Thee in ſuch a 
& holy and religious Manner, with that 
“Fear of thy divine Majeſty, that Dread 
* of thy Diſpleaſure, and with ſuch an - 
* earneſt Sollicitude after the Things of 
„another Life, that we may daily grow 
* in Grace, and be continually advancing 
* towards an happy Eternity. 
Diſengage our Affections, O Lord, 
* from the Things of this World, which 


* are but of a ſhort Continuance, that we 


may with greater Freedom and Liber- 
* ty aſpire after the Attamment of that 
* Happineſs, which is to laſt for ever- 
more. Shew ys the Foulneſs and De- 
* formity of Sin, and poſſeſs our Minds 
* with a lively Senſe of thoſe dreadful 
„ Threatnings which Thou haſt denonn- 
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„ | 
«.ced againſt it, that we may abhor ang 
<« forſake every evi Way; and from the 
% Conſideration of thy great Love to 
* Mankind, and thoſe glorioas Promiſe; 
« Thou haſt made us, we may in good 


% earneſt give up our ſelves to the Love 


and Obedience of thy Command ments, 
and make it the great Study and Buſ- 
« neſs of our Lives to ſerve and pleaſe 
„Thee in all Things. e 
„Give us honeſt and upright Hearts, 
« ſuch as no Intereſt can ſeduce, no Ad- 
< vantage prevail upon, to deviate from 
% the Ways of Truth and Juſtice ; and to 
„ that End, reſtrain us from all immode- 
„rate Deſires of the Things of this 
« World, from all Pride and Covetoul- 
« neſs, and from an inſatiable Thirſt af 
„ter Riches, which muſt unavoidably 
lead us into many Snares and Tempta- 
„tions. And O be Thou pleas'd fo to 
conduct us by thy good Spirit, through 
all the Buſineſſes and Employments, 


through all the Calamities and Trou- 


< bles of this Life, that (whatever our 
* Condition may be in this World) we 
„ may not fail at laſt to attain that Hap- 
+* pineſs which Thou haſt prepar'd for 
« them that love Thee. But, O Lord, 
* we pray not for our ſelves alone, but as 
a Teſtimony of our unfeigned Charity, 
do beſeech Thee likewiſe to extend 
ce thy Mercy to the whole Race of Man- 
„ kind. Have pity upon all that are in 
ce Tgnorance and Error, upon thoſe that 
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cc know Thee not, and have never heard 
« of thy Name. Viſit them 0 Lord, 


« with thy Salvation, and fo bring them 


« to the Light and Knowledge f thy 
« Truth, that they may become the Fol- 
„ lowers of the ever bleſſed ſeſus. 
« We pray Thee more eſpecially to be 

„ gracious to this Church and Nation to 
« which we belong; * us all Grace 
4 ſeriouſly to repent of the Evil of our 
« Ways, that Sin and Iniquity may not 
te he our Ruine, but that we becoming a 
« peculiar People, zealous of good Works, 
“ Religion and Virtue, Peace and Chari- 
« ty may for ever flouriſh and Increaſe 
among us. | 

e Bleſs our Sovereign Lady Queen An, 
the Princeſs Sophia, and all the Royal 
* Family, Bleſs al that are put in Autho- 
« rity under Her Majeſty, both in Church 
* and State; grant that all their Deſigns 
© may tend to the Advancement of t 
* Glory, and the Happineſs and e 
4“ rity of theſe Kingdoms. 

Look with Pity and Com mpalſion, O 
„Tord, upon all hy aſflicte 
«every where; ſtrengthen and ſupport 


them under their Calamities, and give 


« them, in thy good Time, a happy De- 
60 liverance out of all their Troubles. 

«< Be merciful, O God, to all our Rela- 
= „ tions, Friends, and Acquaintance; for- 


* our Enemies, reward our Bene- 
cc 


actors, and grant that we, and all 


thy People every where, may ſerve 


A a 4 «© Thee 


Servants 
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3 te and at laſt be e Partakers * eyet· / 
: a be laſting Happineſs, 5 n 
4 | « Tay theſe our Prayers and Intercef, 


- defire likewiſe, O. Lord, to 
« add the Sacrifice of our unfeigned 
6 praifes to thy divine Majeſty, ac. 

e knowledging it to be our bounden Du: 

& ty and 1 e, at all Times and in al 

= 6 Places to give Thanks unto Thee, 0 
= 4 Lord, to whoſe infinite Goodneſs and 


_ 60 Mercy we owe all the Comforts of this 
_— & Life, all the Hopes and Expectations of 
1 I 5 ct a better. To Thee, O Lord, we ſtand 


te indebted for innumerable. Mercies and 
« Favours, in an humble Senſe whereof 
3 No « we adore and praife thy glorious 
= - « Majeſty, Bleſſed be thy Name, 0 
. & God, for the Continvance of thy Ner- 
* cies to us this Day, for proyidin for “ 
c our Bodies, and taking Care of our il © 
% Souls, and for delivering us from thoſe Iſl ** 
„ many Evils that we 7 moſt juſtly ll ** 
$ deſerved ; but above all, we bleſs aud i © 
“ praiſe thy holy Name for thine in. 
6 eſtimable Love, in the Redemption of 
$ the World by our Lord and Saviour Ml © 
* Jeſus Chriſt, humbly beſeechipg Thee, Ml © 
of thy great Goodneſs, 0 Lord, toll © 
* paſs by our Unworthineſs of theſe thy} © 
b. Mercies, and to continue to us thy gra- 
* cious Favour and Protection; keep us, * 
be we beſeech Thee, this Night under the 
5 Shadow of thy Wings, that no gn : 
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„ or fad Accident (if it be th bleſſed 
r Will) may come near to hurt us. Give. 


us quiet and refreſhing Sleep, ſuch ag 
« may fit us for the Duties of the Day 
« following; and if Thou art pleas d to 
„ add another Day to our Lives, grant 
« that we may improve it to thy Glory 


ef: 
to 


*: through jeſus Chriſt our bleſſed Lord 
al“ and only Saviour, in whoſe prevailing 


ac- “ and the Benefit of our precious Souls, 


Name and Words we conclude theſe our 
« Prayers, Our Father, &c. | 


4 Prayer for a Child, to be uſed — 5 
ing and Evening. 1 5 


4 IN Lmighty God, who madeſt me, 
(6 and has preſerved me to this 
„Hour, ( bleſſed be thy holy Name ;) 
“ look gracionſly upon me, and bleſs 
« me, I humbly beſeech Thee : Pardon 
* all my Sins, and forgive whatever 1 
* have done amiſs, and give me Grace 
«to remember and put in Practice my 
+ Baptiſmal Vow, by renouneing the De- 
„vil and all his Works. O do Thou 
„ incline my Heart to that which is 


— 


“ good, and create in me an utter Diſlike +  - 


« of all Evil; put thy Fear and thy . 


% Love in my Soul, that I may ſerve, 
„Thee, and worſhip Thee, and keep thy 
e Commandments. "> | 

© Make me dutiful to [| my Father, 
* Mother] obedient to my Teachers, 
5 . 
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« humble 105 reverent to al ay Betten 
& meek. and courteous to all People; 4 
«& enable me to do to others, as 1 would 
« have them to do to me. 5 
s Preſerve. me from hearing Nala 
© or Hatred in my Heart, from Lying 
* and Stealin Slandering and Eyil 
4 ſpeaking, and all evil Thou: hts, Words, 
40 14 Actions. Guide me by thy koh 
& Spirit, that I may live to thy Glory, 
40 55 When I die, 1 niay, attain een 
c Life. 6 
. Lord, bleſs all my Nee 
G6 Friends, and fave and defend then 
« and me from all Dangers [ this D 
„ Night, and J evermore, through 1 
« Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 

Our Farber, &c. 
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tert God, >a" d . | 
lic cher, Thou art the kind Author 

in of my Being; be thou the gracious 
i. Guide of my Life; my Age is {imple - 
di and unexperienced, O be Thou pleaſed _—_ 
ol to inſpire me with true Wiſdom from —_— 
mn, Above, that it. may guide and direct I 
ing me in all my Ways. I am come into 

a World full of Snares and Tempta- 
tions, O do Thou fill me with the Know- 
en MW ledge and Love of thy Truth, that it 
„na keep me from the Ways that lead 
to Deſtruction. by 

„I render unto Thee unfeigned Thanks 

F for all the Bleſſings 1 daily receive 

from Thee, and for thy particular 
preſervation and Refreſhment of me 
this Night paſt. 

« O Lord, have Thou Mercy upon me, 
and forgive me all my Sins; and give 
me Grace to fly all youthful Luſts, and 
to remember Thee my Creator in the 
Days of my Youth. | 
„ O poſſeſs my Heart with che Fear 
F of Thee, and Dependance upon Thee. 
„Let me always walk as in thy Pre- 
* ſence, as conſidering I muſt one D 
„die, (I know not how ſoon) and ref 
der an Account. of all the Actions of 
my Life: / Poſſeſs alſo my Heart, 

6 my God, with that natural Tere 
for my Parents, and thoſe chat apts 
* the 


arte 


* 


Ws ſtian Senſe of my Duty towards then 


my Actions dutiful, and my whole | 
_ < haviour ſuch, that- I may not inctei 


e“ and deliver me from Sloth and 1k 
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RE. A. 
«© the Care of me, and with that Chi 


„that my. Language may be reſpedifi 


== > 
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*© the Burden and Care of their Liſe, ly 
prove a Comfort and Bleſſing to they 
e Bleſs me, O Lord, in my Learning 


TC 


<< neſs, and ill Company, and from 
* Dangers both of Body and Soul, al 
e help me daily to increaſe in Knowledgy 
and Wiſdom, and all Virtue. | 
_ © I commend unto thy divine Pron 
i dence [ my Father and Mother, my In 
*© thren and Siſters ] all my Friends at 
„Relations, and all this Family, and 
„Mankind; vouchſafe us, O gracious G00 
* all thoſe Graces and Bleſſings whid 
Thou knoweſt to be moſt needful iq 


w— _ 
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* | | - 
« Unto Thee, O my God, do I dedicany'® 
my Soul and Body, beſeeching Thee ui! 
take them into thy Care and Prot 
** Qion, that they may be always imploſſ 
« ed in thy Service, and to thy Glory © 
"© that having ſerved Thee faithfully W« 
this Life, I may at laſt obtain Lite on 
„ yerlaſting, through the Merits and Mey « 
diation of my bleſſed Saviour and Ref © 
* deemer, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; in wb « 
* holy Name and Words, I ſam up 
&« own and the Wants of all Mankind. 6 


Our Father, &. 
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An Evening Prayer for a Trung Perſon 


FY Almighty God and merciful Fa- 
ther, who willingly heareſt the ' © 
Prayers of all thoſe that call upon Thee ' 
faithfully,” 1 humbly beſeech Thee to 
pardon whatſoever Thou 'haſt ſeen a- 
| miſs in me this Day in my Thoughts, 
Words, or Actions, particularly [here 
* mention Particulars] Aſſiſt me, O God, in 
{ making it my conſtant Endeavour to 
reſiſt and conquer every evil Inclina- 
tion within me, and every Tempta- 
„ 7 5 
„Help me daily to increaſe in the 
Knowledge and Love of Thee, my God, 
and of my Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
-  Shew me the Way in which 1 ſhould 
«walk, whilſt I am young, and grant I 
may never depart from it. | 
„ Bleſs to me, I pray Thee, whatſo- 
ever good Inſtructions have at any Time 
* been given me; help me carefully to 
remember them, and ſerionſly to pra- 
* Qife them, that I may be ever growing 
x in S in Wiſdom, and in Good- 
en. 5 3 | 
„ Bleſs and defend and ſave the Queen, 
and all the Royal Family, and all Or- 
ders of Men amongſt us, from the high- 
* eſt to the loweſt. Lord give them all 
* Grace, in their ſeveral Stations, to be 
„ inſtrumental to thy Glory, and the 
= publick God. : 
| * & Accept; 


- 


[ 382 EY. 
% Accept, O Lord, of my humble} 
& Praiſe and Thankſgiving for all the 
« Goodneſs Thou haſt this Day, or at 
c any Time, ſhewed me; for all the Helps 
c of preventing or reſtraining - Grace 
c Thou haſt vouchſafed me; for whatever 
have dene which is in any Men- 
c ſure acceptable to Thee; for whatever 
<< Brogreſs'/l have made in my Learning; 
<«, for thy Preſervation. of me, from al 
% the Miſeries and Dangers which friil 
<«< Mortality is every Moment expoſed to; 
9 particularly for. [Here mention any par 
ce ticular Mercy God has heſtowed upon vor] 
I humbly commit my Soul and Body 
« to thy Care this Night, begging thy 
« gracious' Protection and Bleſſing. 
And all theſe Mercies and Bleſſings MI, * 
« which J ask for my ſelf, I heartily de- 
« fire for all my Relations and Friends, 
« and for all Mankind. Let it pleaſe... 
„ Thee to guide us in all this Life pre- H. 
e ſent, and to conduct us ſafe to thy 
«< heavenly' Kingdom, through jeſus Chriſt 
« our only Lord and Saviour; in whoſe 
„ moſt holy Name and Words, I con- 
e clude theſe my imperfe& Prayers. 
on Father & b bn: 0-19 3 
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« not increaſe my Guilt and the Num- 
« her of my Sins; but enable me to work 
«in it the Work for which Thou haſt 
« ſent me into the World, before the 

Night of Death cometh, wherein 1 can- 
« not work. The Number of my Sins, 
« ] confeſs, is too great already; they 
« would ſink my Soul down into Hell, 
« if the bleſſed ſeſus had not loved me, 
« and given himſelf for me; O do Thou 
te therefore mercitully, for his fake, grant 
« me. thy Grace, that T may not in- 
« creaſe the Number of my Tranſgreſ- 
« ſions, by running heedlefly or know- 
« ingly into the Commiſſion of any Sin. 
« O God, Thou holy God, Thou Witneſs 
* of all my Actions, and judge of a 

« my Thoughts and Affections, Hat would 


„ become of me, if Thou ffouldeſt en- 
« ter into ſtric Judgment with me? How 
„ ſhoutd' 1 ftand before thy" Tribunal, to- 
« vereck with the Guilt” ati Shame of ſo 
many Tranfgreſſions* Lord, T repent, 
<« increaſe 


">: 
e 
ee 
ä 7. * 1 2 
* Y 2 VV 
1 - * 
9 JI EE. 
- PU. 


* AS 8a Or 83 
J7̃ͤ . Bray, ts 
* 1 3 =p b 
Wo % 


| « jncreaſe Thou my Repentance z 1 t6 


«© pent ef [Here mention thoſe Sins which 
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terceſſion, by the Agony and Paſſion, 
and all the painful Sufferings of thy 


ce 
ce 
cc 
4e 
cc 
ac 
ce 
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Thee, from alb opprobrious and re- 


Proachful Language, from all bo 


from the Power and Dominion of them 


and doing the Duty of my Place, not 
of Heart, as knowing that I ſhall be 


which are more immediately to be paid 
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moſt burden thy Conſcience}. O be Thou 
reconciled. unto me, and pardon me, 
I beſeech Thee, by the Merits and he- 


dear Son; and not. only 5 my 
Sins, but deliver me, I beſeech Thee, 


O aſſiſt me to break off thoſe Chains 
of Luſts and worldly Cares, with which 


1 have been tied and bound; I an 1 
conſcious to my ſelf of great Weakneſs MW n 
and Frailty ; O do Thou confirm ad p 


ſtrengthen me, who alone art able to 
do it: Make mea clean Heart, O God, 
and renew. a right Spirit within me; 
give me a true Faith, and enflame my 
Heart with a holy Love, that I may de- 
light in thy Commandments, that | 
may walk before Thee in Uprightneſs 
and Fear, in Faithfulneſs and Hone- 
ſy, diligently ſeeking Thee, conſtantly 
and cheerfully depending upon Thee, 


with Eye-Service, , but with Singlenels 


accountable to Thee at the laſt Day, as 
well for thoſe Duties which I one 
my Maſter and Miſtreſs, as for thoſe 


to Thee. O Lord, keep me, I beſeech 


. 
. bak . * 
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tt. and Slandering, and from all unjuſt and 
ich E deceitful. Actions; and after I have 
jou done all, O Lord, ſuffer me not to fall 
ne, e ſhort of my Reward, through, Pride or 
n. 1ogratitude; but make me always thank- 
on, ful, always humble, always contented ; 
ty neither with-holding from Thee the 
m Praiſe due to thy infinite Bounty and 
ee, WF Mercy, nor from Man the Thanks due 
to him, for any Act of Kindneſs or Cha- 
i rity towards me. Help me, O my God, 
* ſo to walk before Thee, that my Soul 


an W+ way enjoy a true Liberty, that my Life 
nels WW may be full of Comfort, my Death of 
and WF Peace, and my Eternity of Glory, thro? 


| ſeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
« And, O my God, bleſs not me only, 


me; but this whole Family to which I be- 
my i long! Thou that art the God of Peace 
de- and Love, ſow in all our Hearts the 
t I Seeds of unfeigned Charity, that we 
neſs i T enjoy all the Comfort of a mutual 


ection, and of a mutual Aſſiſtance 


ntly ar Aid in our ſeveral Places. 

hee, MW „O Lord, . poſſeſs every Soul of this 
not Family with a juſt Senſe of Duty to- 
neſs N wards Thee and towards Man, that all 
be of us may be living Members: of thy 
75 as ' bleſſed Son; and being protected — 
oe thy good Providence, directed by thy 
hoſe f Word, and aſſiſted by the Influence of 
paid thy holy Spirit, we may all of us at 
eech laſt meet in the Family of Heaven, 
re- where we mall adore and praiſe Thee, 


love and enjoy Thee to all Eternity, 
B b ce through 


NPR 


et through Teſus Chriſt our Lord; in whoſ 
« moſt poly Name and Words I cont 
ce nue to pray as he hath taught me, ſay: 


7 


“ing, Our Father, &c. 
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An Evening Prayer for 4 Servant. 
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| * £ 5 « ] 
„ My God, my Strength, and tt 
25 Rock ot my Salvation; the 
is paſt, and the Night is come, O gi: 
me Grace to remember that this I 7 
will ere long be paſt too, and that Desi. n 
* will ſurely come; grant that I may 
live, that my Work may be then i þ 
„ niſh'd, and 1 may have nothing elt | 
«« do when I come to die, but go tom 
© Reſt, where I ſhall be inveſted wit fe 
Liberty and Glory eternal. Ho do t! 
„my Soul praiſe Thee, O Lord, for ti i; 
great Goodneſs, and all the precio xe 
© Promiſes of thy Goſpel? Thou bi 1. 
< called me indeed to be a Servant, b m. 
** Thou haſt called me to be a Son to m; 
and an Heir of Eternal Life. T M. 
© haſt not indeed given me any gr n. 
Portion of the Wealth and Honour ſid 
« this Life ; but Thou haſt given the hie tur 
s ſed Jeſus to be my Redeemer, and ii pir 
% Holy Spirit to be my Sanctifier, ui an 


<< are Bleſſings far more valuable than dit 
< the Riches and Splendor of this WorlF rer 
% O do Thou continue to me the LY ang 
„ of thy Countenance, thy Grace, do 
« thy Truth, and I ſhall _ 

| e hap 


r 
* 


5 „ „„ 4. 
* happy, though my Condition ſnould be 
« very mean in this World. | 
« But, O my God, how. often is this 
4 cheerful and bleſſed Light obſcured by 
« my Sins and Infirmities? O my God, 
4 have forgotten Thee too too often, 
„ though "Thou haſt given me my Being; 
% have forgotten Thee, tho* Thou gaveſt 
% thine own Son to redeem me; not on- 
ly to free me from the Puniſhmeat due 
to my Sins, but from the Slavery and 
Dominion of them, and to procure for 
* me Life Eternal. I have feared the 
* Diſpleaſure of Man, whoſe Breath is in 
his Noſtrils, more than I-have feared 
thine. O Thou juſt and holy Judge of 
Mankind, I have been more ſolicitous 
for the Bread that periſhes, than for 
thy Favour, which is better than Life 
* itſelf :. I have done fooliſhly and wick- 
* kedly, in that I have broken thy holy 
Laws and Commandments, and have 
| many Times, I confeſs. ſinned againſt 
my Knowledge, thy Word, and the 
Motions of thy holy Spirit.  ['Here 
mention thy particular Sins]. And be- 
lides all this (vain and ſenſeleſs Crea- 
ture that I am) I have been apt to re- 
pine and mur mur at thy Providence, 
and to be diſcontented with my Cons 
dition: But I repent, O my God; 1 
repent of all my Sins and Wickedneſs, 
and by the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace, will 
do Works meet for Repentance, and 
8 « ſerve 
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„ 
„ ſerve Thee in Truth, and with an up- 
« right Heart. N 
« Have Mercy upon me, O Lord, hare 
© Mercy upon me, and forgive me theſe 
« and all other my Offences, and in: 
« me Grace to keep upon my Watch and 
Guard againſt them: Enable me fincere- 
ly to endeavour to repair and reforn 
them, as much as in me lies, that I may 
every Day. grow and increaſe in Good- 
% neſs, and be ſo much the fitter for 
« Death, the nearer I do every Day ap- 
„ proach to it; and whenever it comes, 
let it find me, O Lord, in a Diſpol- 
„tion and Frame of Spirit fit to die, 
«<< poſſeſs'd with an unſhaken Faith, vith 
an humble Reſignation and Submiſſo 
« of Mind, with a holy Contempt of Earth 
« and a devout Love of Heaven: In the 
mean Time, O Thou Keeper of /ſrael 
Thou who never flumbereſt nor ſleepeſt 
© watch over me and this whole Family 
<< let thine Angels pitch their Tents : 
bout us this Night; let us lie down ſe 
«* curely; and let our Sleep be ſweet ant 
e refreſhing to us, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake 
„ in whoſe moſt holy Name and Words 
<< beg all things needful both for my ſe 
and all that I am any way bound t 
„ pray for, ſaying as he hath taught me 
Our Father, &. 


A Pray 
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e 4 Prayer to be u ſed by a Servant at 
ſe any Time of the Day, or that may be 
Ve added to any other Devotions. 3 


« Lord my God, Thow haſt made 
« me, and doſt diſpoſe of all things 
r « ina wiſe and excellent Order; Thou 
« haſt placed me in the Condition of a 
« Servant, Thou haſt appointed me this 
my station: O grant that I may diſ- 
charge the Duties of it zealouſly and 
« faithfully : , Enable me to imploy and 
« improve the Talents which Thou haſt 
« jintruſted me with, to thy Glory, and 
« the Good of my own Soul, and make me 
« uſetul and ſegyiceable, honeſt and dili- 
e gent in the Station to which it has 
« pleaſed Thee to call me. O ſuffer me 
« not to fall into any Breath of Truſt 
« with Man, leſt I fall under the Venge- 
« ance of Thee my God. 2 
« O God, who giveſt Grace to the 
© Humble, but reſiſteſt the Proud, keep 
« me, I beſeech Thee, from Pride and 
% Frowardneſs, from Diſcontent and Mur- 
„ muring, and give me a meek and hum-' 
« ble Spirit. 
« And, O Thou Lover of Peace and 
“ Concord, enable me, I beſeech Thee, 
to live in brotherly Affection, Unity, 
* and Concord with my Fellow-Servants, 
* and grant that we may be'a mutual 
1 Pray ECT e Comfort 
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Comfort and Aſſiſtance to one another, MW - 
** as well in our ſpiritual, as temporal . 
JJ. Nt nas 
Lord, let not my Soul, by any Conni. 
% vance or Encouragement, or any other 
Act of mine, lie under the Guilt of he. 
ing the Occaſion of the Diſcontent, or 
Injury, or Ruine of any Family or Per- 
* ſon; but make me an Inſtrument. of 
© Peace and Proſperity where-ever Ian: 
* I know, O Lord, that Humility and 
* Induſtry are Virtues that are not ſo 
<- pleaſing to a carnal Mind; but do Thon 
<< make  me' ſenſible how great the Re- 
*© compence of Self-denial, and all other 
< Virtues, will one Day be. 

Make me, O Lord, to remember, that 
J am always in thy Sight, and that 
<< Thou doſt ponder all my Paths; that 
4 I may be fully convinc'd, that both my 
temporal and eternal Intereſt depends 


< upon a faithful and conſcientious Per- 
4 formance of my Duty; that ſo I may 5 
e not be ſeduced or diſcouraged by any 4 


< Temptation whatever; but ſtill looking 
ce up to God, and having Regard to the 
4 Recompence of Reward, I may run 5 
« with Patience the Race that is ſet be- 
ct fore me, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
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be JJ eli 
y HE Holy Bible. We 
nd The Book of Common-Prayer. 75 


op. Tidlotſon's Sermons. ' . ..; 

Ihe Whole Duty of Manns oil. 

e. Bp. Burnet's Paſtoral Cara 

er — His Four Diſcourſes ene 
I. The Truth of the Chriſtian Re- 


at | ligion. II. The Divinity and Death 
at of Chriſt. III. The  Infallibility 
gat And Authority of the Church. 
ny | IV. The Obligations. to continue 
ds in the Communion of the Church. 
er- — His Abridgment of the. Oey of 
ay 8 the Reformation. 


ny Bp. Pearſon on the Creed. Fol. 
Mr. B. Kennet's Expoſition on the Creed, 


he according to Bp. Pearſon; By way of 
un Paraphraſe and Annotations., Ne. 
e- Bp. Parrick's Commentaries on the Old 
rd, Teſtament. | 
| —His Chriſtian Sacrifice. 
—His Parable of the Pilgrim. 
His. Advice to a Friend. ES 
— His Heart's Eaſe. | TS 
„ His Search of the Scriptures.. 


-.--HisTreatiſe of Repentance and pating 
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Dr. Berrow of the Duty 8 Reward of 
Bounty to the Poor. 

His Sermon on the Paſſion of our bleſ: 

ſed Saviour. 

A New. Manual of: Deyotions. In Three 

Parts. Part I. Conmuging. Fi rayers for 
Families and private Per Part Il, 
Containing Offices for Days of Humili- 
ation, for the Sick, and for ,Women 
with Child. Part. III. Conſi ſting of at 
Office for the Holy Communion 'to 
_ are added ſome occaſional Prayers 

cas's 3 Chriſtianity. 1 

is Enquiry after * Vol. 890, 

Dr. 1 on Death. 

——On Judgment. 

; My Lord Chief Juſtice Hales s Contett- 
plations, 3 Parts, with his Life. 

Dr. Burton's Diſcourſes, 2 vol. 80. 

Mr. Norris on Humility, 

Bp. Wake's Expoſition. on the Church 
Catechiſm. 

Bp. Williams on the Church Catechiſm. 

Mr. Harrifons Expoſition of the Church 
Catechiſm, In two Parts. The firſt 
being an Explanation, by way of Que- 
ſtion and Anſwer. The Second, a Scri- 
* ptnral Confirmation of each particular 
Doctrine contained cf 

Mr. Lewis's Expoſition of the Church 
Catechiſm. 

Mr. Hoadly's Perſwaſive to „ Lay-Colife 
mity. 

Mr, Clark's Three practical Eſſays on Ba- 

Ptiſm, Confirmation, and — 
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NN HE. 
— His Sermons at Mr. Boy's Lecture: 
Dr. Northington's Scripture Catechifſm. 
Mr. Oftervald concerning the Cauſts bf 
the preſent Corruprions of Chriſtians. 
-—— On the Grounds and Principles of 


| the Chriſtian Religion: 1 £ = I 

A ſhort and eaſe Method with à Peiſt. 

Mr. Richardſon on the Canon of Seripture 

. apainff Tefgide © ff END DT, 
to 4 Book e ntituled, Chri ianity not my- 
ſterious : As alſo to alk thoſe WHO for | 
up for Reaſon and Evidence, in Oppo- 
ſition to Revelation and Myfteries. 

brotiu of the Truth of the Chriſtian Res 
ligion, tranſlated by Bp. Patric. 


The Gentleman's Religion: ©» 
A Diſcourſe of Generoſity, . 
The Life of God in the Soul of Man. 
An Addreſs ro Roman Catholicis, by Dr. 


Willis. 


Mr. Eachard's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. 
Dr. Good man's Peuitent pardoned. | 
Dr. Whitby on the New Teſtament, 2 vol. 


Ss ea | 
Mr. Burkite on the New Teſtament. Fol. 
Companion for the Feſtivals and Faſts 
of the Church, with Prayers ſuitable t6 © 
each Solemnity. By Mr. Velſon. The 
4b Edifivh: © ̃ 1 nn 2 
The great Duty of frequenting the Chri- 
ſtian Sacrifice, and the Nature of the 
Preparation Tequired : With Devotions 
partly collected from the ancient Li- 
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The Exemplary 1 e Fennell 10 


Mr. Allinꝰs Works, Fol. - y 


ba. gbr, Len. 
Ip. Wilkins. of he riaciples. a 
Teo nl Religian, . iT 


His Diſcourſe ORG: the Peavey 
Providence. 


Dr. Hrnry, More's Ethicks. . 


Mr. Colliers Eſſays, 3 Parts. 8. 
Of the Immoxali 
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Dr. Witchcot's Sermons. 


 Tully's Offices, with Notes, by Mr. Cech 


man. 
Dr. Comber's Epitomy of his Diſcouſe 


2 the Common-Prayer.. 


r. Kun. on the Epiſtles and Goes 
Same Single Sermont. 
F< 


Bp. Beveridge of the Excellency and Uſe 
fulneſs of the Common-Prayer. 

Dr. Arterbury of ſecret Prayer. 

Bp. Sharp's Perfwaſive to Prayer. 

Of the Government of the Thoughts. 

Bp. More of Religious Melancholy. 

Dr. Lucas of the Influence of Converſation 

Mr. Norrs of — Diſcourſe in 1 
mon Converſation. 

Bp. Teniſon againſt Slf-Love. 

Bp. Tillotſon apainſt Rvil-ſpeaking, 

— Of Reſtitytion. - 

Dr. Fleetwood Foncerning the : Bducation 0 
Children. 85 
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The Hiſtory of Infant Baptiſm, in Two Pam 
zd. Edition corrected and much enlarg d, in . 
The Practice of true Devotion, in Relation to 


the End as well as the means of Religion. 


A Help to Devotion: Being a Collection of Pny- 
ers for ſeveral Occaſions, bod to the. Days of 
the Week; with a particular Office for the 8: 
crament. Collected by a Gentlewoman for her own 
2 Uſe. 

Propagation of the Goſpel in the Eaſt: Being 
an Agconnr of the Succeſs of Two Daniſh Miſſions 
aries Jately-ſent to the Ef Indies, for the Conver- 
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The Maxims of tht Popiſh Policy in Elend: 
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